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Have hear ColleQed and brought together that which hath been 
_ ſcattered indivers great Vollums, writ by ſeveral Authors, judg-' 
ing theie my Labours may provemoreprofitable to ſuch who have a 
delire to be 1aformed in theſe things; thoſe great Books being too Yo- 
lumineus;and coftly for the generality to read or buy, I have therefore 
for the ſake of ſuch who have but little leiſure, and cannot read much, 
brought the Hiſtory of theſe thyngs into a gearer compals, that ſo the 
meaneſt capacity may eaſily comprehend the LSrds dealings with 
- the Sons of men in all Generations , and my chief aim in this work, 
is, for the good and information of all People, that they may ſee tow, 
the Lord preſerved his Church inall times; and what great things he 
hath done for them, who led the Ancient Fathers, Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, and Apoſtles by his — Power, in which they ſerved 2nd 
worſhipped him, whereby they left a (weet Savour behind them,as the 
Reader may lee at large 1n the enſuing Treatiſe, which containeth s - 
Cloud of Witneſſes to the-Lords' Work, and Bower, © And though 
theſe Teſtimonies may be {lighted and diſ-efteemed by the ſenſual wil- 
dom which is from below ; 'yet I know iwill be acceptable, and a 
confirming and ſtrengtheninfgro the Faith of ſome who are Innocent 
and Upright to theLord;and have'a:delight in reading and meditating 
upon his Wayes, and df his tender dealings with his Ghurch and 
People, who in all Ages preſerved his little Remnant whom he rai- 
ſed up as righteous Branches to bring forth Fruits of Holineſs in the 
middeſt of a perverſe Generation: And on the other hand.the Reader 
many ſee, in this enſuing Tra&, :Satag's cruelty, the great Enc my 
to mans good, who hathin all Ages ufed all his Power to top the in- 
creaſe and growth of this holy Szed, by Perſecuting, Murdering and 
Deftroying their Bodies, and uſing his urmbſt indeavoups by Crueltics 
to ſtop the leaſt goog Inclination that mightarany time Tir is any ; 
and this hath been the work of the Evil-one 'ever-{ince he got footing 
in mens hearts, he hath alwayes ſoirght to extinguiſh the' work 'of God, 
and hath deceived Nations, and all the World \wendered'after the 
Beaſt; and Fohz in his time ſaw a Ferrible Day was to'coms on the In- 
habitanrs of the Earth, for the Devil was come'down haviosg, great 
Wrath, and when the Dragon ſaw that he was'caſt into rhe Earth 
he Perſecuted the Woman; whith brought'forth'rhe Man:Child.8 the 
Woman fled into the Wilderneſs for #time'and times nad half s time, 
and the Earth helped the Woman; and the Eatth opened her Mouth 
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and ſwollowed up the Flood,which the Dragon caſt out of his Mouth, 
and the Dragon was Wrath with the Woman, and went to make 
War with the Remnant of ker Seed, which kepr the Commandmentg 
of God, and have the Teſtimonies of Feſzs Chriſt, but they overcame 
by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the Word of their Teſtimony , and 
the Lord ſtill preſerv'd a Remnant that bow'd not their knees to Baa! : 
And the Lord ſaid, David fball never want s man to fit upon the Thrown 
of the Howſe of 1(racl; and this bath been fulfilled in that the Lord hath 

om time to-time raiſed up his Living Witreſſes, both to teſtifie ro, 
and ſuffer for his Name and Truth, 3s will appear in this Book, to 
whichl refer the Reader for ſatisfaQtion, and remain a Loyer of all 


the Upright in Heart, | 
Ellis Hookes. 
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G O forth, O Buok, and let the World reweiw 
The Blood-ſbed by « Perſecuting Crew ,, 
Let Popiſh Biſhops and the Prelates ſee, 
. The dying Martyrs Words revived be, 
Who though thelr Bodies for the Truth were ſlain 
Their Living Teſtimonies ſtill remaing 
Their Souls wnaer the Altar ſtill do Cry, 
How long, © Lord, moſt juſt that rules on Wigh, 
Ere thou avenge our Cauſe, who for thy ſake 
Foyfully imbrace the Fire and the Stake, 
. Fear yet, O Fook, the Frowns of Mortal Forts, 
who alwayes did the bleſſed Truth oppoſe, 
Though Foes enon;h thou ſhalt be ſure to find 
Mong Priefts, that have the Souls of many pin'd, 
And ſcornful Prelates too, who will not preach, 
Nor [uffer thoſe that carefully wonld teach 
Gods Truth, and give Chrifts Sheep their whole ſom Foody 
. All ſuch Reftrainers make the ſinful Brood ; 
Andof that Rank not one of them # found, 
 ' That feeds the Flock in wholſome Paſture Grouwd , 
The Food they give, they Poyſan give withall, 
which proveth worſe thes Wwormwood mixt with Gall ; 
They ſuffer not the Milk of Gods Word pure, 
'To work upon the Souls of men 4 Cure 
Though fincere Mile the ſame is ito + 
Which wakes for God the Soul of each man fit ; 
It made the Martyrs witneſſing the ſame, 
Rejoyce when the they ſuffered inthe Flawe. 
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Part I. 


Sheweth, how God underthe ſeveral Diſpenſati- 
ons of himſelf to Mankind alwayes led and 


guided his Church and Seed by his Spirit and 


Power to Worſhip and Serve him, and to 
bring forth the Fruns of Righteouſneſs and Ho- 


lineſs which was acceptable to him ; And how 


the Serpent and Evil-One hath from the be- 


ginning made it his work to deceive, and lead 


man from God to'Sin, and work wickedneſs, 
which alwayes brought the Wrath and Judg- 
ments of Giod upon Man. 


2 Fter that God had Created Heaven and Earth, and all things Manzt ft _. 
A in them, at laſt he created Man 1a his own Image, that is to "1 Ins 
" ſay, pure, holy and innocent, giving him Power to Go- 
vern and Rule the Creation to God's Glory , and God ſaid, 1t & not 
good for manto be alone, 1 will make bim au Help Meet for bim, and he 
caufed a deep Sleep to fall upon Adam, and he took one of his Ribs, Woman made 
and cloſed up the Fleſh thereof, and of the Rib he madz.Woman,and —_ 
brought her unto the man z and Alem ſaid, This © now Bone of my Bone, LOS 
and Fleſh of my Fleſb, ſhe ſhall be called Woman : And the Lord placed | 
them in the Garden of Ecen, there to live in a bleſſed Eſtate, giving 
unto them a Commandment of Obcdicnce, which was,that they were The Com- 
not to eat ef the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, forin the day mandmene gi- 
they did cat thereof they ſhould dye , but of all the reſt of theTrees of gg Creation 
the Garden they might eat,and receiving Comfort there-from might | 
give the Praiſe and Glory thereof to their Maker, to whom it did 
_—_ : And whileſt Man and Woman ſtood 1n this Condition they 
were happy and bleſſed. And now God beheld all that he had made, 
and behold all was Good , for Sin had not as yerentered upon-man, 7 
But the Devil eavying Gods Honour and Mans Felicity tempted —_— 
the VVoman ta Sin by the Serpent , the Woman being beguiled by $1 woman 
the Serpent, the man was alſo beguiled by her, and brake the Ord1- by bisSubciley, 
n:nze of God by cating the Forbidden Fruit: And thus Man and 
Woman loſt the Dignity and Exceilency of their firſt Creatinn, and 
were enſlaved by the Serpent, who by his Wiles and Subtilty had en- 
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Thayway of tangled and enſnared them, and perſwaded them to belicve him more 

thr Birld, then God ; for God laid, That inthe day they did eat thereof they ſhould 

SAS. IKAJie; but the Serpent ſaid, They ſbould not ſwrely die ;, for God doth know 
(ſaid he) that you ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil : and thus was 
man by a lye drawn from the pure Command of his Maker. 

Now after they had finned, in the ceol of the day, the Lord called 
unto Adam, ſaying, Where art then? and Adam, who did hidehim- 
ſelf, ſaid, 1 heard thy Voice in the Garden, and mas afraid, becauſe Iwas 
Naked: And Ged laid; who 101d thee that thow waff Naked? hiſf@hou 
eaten of the Tree whereof { commanded thee that thou ſhouldeſt not Eat ? 

Af.cr man bad And now having brought Guilt and ſhame vpon themſelves by Tranſ- 
rrauſgreſſed ' oxeſſion, they begat to make them Coverings, by ſewing frp-leaves 
- —— to nake them Aprons, of which it ſcems they had no need before 
* veing * they had tranſgreſſed. ; | 

now by this all men may fee, that it was the Serpents work 
fromthe beginning(and indecd it, has been in all Ages his work) to be- 
guile Men and\ Women with his Lyes and Subtilties, and to darken 
rheir Eyes and polute their Underftandings, that be may keep them 

in ſubjeion to, himſelf, and from hence doth ſpring the wicked 
Thoughts and Aftions, which all mankind are apt to lean and in- 
cline to, and have been and are readior to give car tothe Voice of 
the Serpent and wicked One, then to the Yoice of God their Maker : 
darko. xr And this has been the Fountain arid Spring-hetd, from whence has 
ing Come all the Diſorders, Miſeries and Woes, that have happened un- 
pou & -W to all Mankind throughout the World, 1n all Ages ; they have been 


cones Giber->02 feeding, and delighting themſelves 1 eating the Forbidden Fruir 
Man, - which their Forefathers alſo delighted in, and all Nations upon. the 
Earth are in this State and Condition at this day, led away by the 
Voice of the Serpent from the Purity and Righteouſneſs in which 
-- mail was. firſt created,except a Little Remnant,which God hath at this 

- day gatheted by his Light and Power, to be witneſſes to his name, 


Oo | And now the Lord tiaving convicted Adam of his evil, and pro- 


retoring log © nounced {eyeral puniſhments upon him, and on Eve his Wife, - yet 
man with this Promiſe added, That the Seed of the Woman ſhall break the 
_ - .- Serpents Head; and now man being put out of the Garden of Ezey, 
: and a Fiery Flaming Sword being ſet to keep the Way, leading to the 
, Tree of Lifez man was jn an undone condition, had not the Lord con- 
deſcended.in his tender Love and Mercy to reftore him, and make 
that Promiſe to him, and this was the Lords great Love, to open 
a Door of hopeto loſt man;that he might not be deſtroyed by Satans 
Power.z and now the Power of God, by which man was fuſt crea- 
tcd, appeared again to reſtore him. 
After the fall of Adam, Cain was the firſt man that was born of a 
: woman, and after C4 his Brother Abe! was born 4 and now in pro- 
1 c:{5 of time, thelſe-two offered Offerings unto the Lord (being with- 
viz Saces. Out queſtion inftruted in Righteouſneſs by their Father Ada after 
fice God ac- hs reſtoration) but Catns Sacrifice, being only outward inſhew, and 
cps 3nd nothing inward in the Spixit, wherein deth conſiſt the true Wor ſhi 


jeded. of God, the Lord accepted not his Offerirg , but unto A4Le/and bJ 
Eg __ | | Oftering, 


.1.39. 
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Offering, which was from the Uprightneſs and Sincerity of 11s heart, The ye-y 6 
the Lord had reſpe&. At this Ca/z was Wrath, and being irftamed ze ain 
with Anger,. roſe up againſt his Brother Abel, and in his envy flew Wm, 
bim.; here was the 'beginning of Perſecution , and that upor a 
righteous perſon for ſerving Godin a pare mind z and hers the cavy 
of the Wicked one appeared again, toextinguiſh, if he could,the righ- 
teous Seed : But now the Lord ſhewed regard again ro mankind, and 
in-his tender love repaired this loſs; for now Abel being ſlairi, Adams 
Wife bare another Son, whoſe name was Seth; f* God, faith. ihe; 5gowr toro 
bath appointed me another Seed inſtead of Abel, whom Cain ſlew ;, and the room of 
this Seth proved a godly man, and had a Son called Eos, who kept up -* 
the holy-Seed and truc Religion, . as it is recorded of him ; that 1n his 
dayes men did begin to call on the Name of the Lord z now Enos 
figaifies, the lamenrable condition of all mankind, for even then (as 
ſome men write) was che worſhip of God wretchedly corrupted, 
by the race of C«i»,whence itcame, that men were eyen ſo diſtinguiſh» 
ed, that they. who. perliſted- in the true worthip of, God, .were 
knowa by the name: of, the Childrea,pf God, and they which for- 
ſook him were termed, the Children of men. © | 
The next of the Rightqous Stock was Fared, to whom was born Zncebs blams- 
Enoch, another of the Righteous Seed, whoſe lifg and converſation !«6 life. 
was ſo Innocent, that it is recorded of him, that he walked with | 
God. - | [4 P | 
And thus the Reader may ſec how the Rig hteous Plants were ſuch, 
whotook the Lord to be their Guide in their Actions aad Underta- 
kings, who were as, Patterns of, Righteouſneſs in the midft of a 
perverſe Generation, and- it is the ſame with all the faithful and up- 
Tight at this day: And now Enoch having this Teftimony, thathe 
pleaſed God, the Lord, as a requital of his faithfulaels, tranſlated 
im, ſo that he ſaw no death, and took him to himlelf.- ths a 
And it came to pals when men began to multiply, on the F ace of $on; of 'God 
the Earth, and Daughters were bora uatothem , thele Sons of God were prone to 
ſaw the Daughters of men, that they were fair, and they took them 9 
Wives of all-rhat thzy choſe , 'this diſpleaſed the Lord, fo that he 
ſaid, Ady Spirit ſhall not almayes ſtrive with man, for that he alſo « Fleſh ; 
and his dayes were (hortned to.one Hundred and Twemy Years, who 
before lived many Hundred Years. '* + - 
'. And God faw thatthe Wickedne(s af man was great in the Earth, The Spiric of 
and that every imagination ofthe thoughts of hisMeart was only evil 522594 *4& 
continually z. and it repented the Lord that he had taade man, and it corrupt ztong 
grieved:;him at his Heart ; - and the Earth was corrupt, and filled with *** 
violence, | and. God looked upon the Earth, and behold it wascor-| 
rupt, for all Fleſh had corrupted his Way upon the Earth. 
And God {aid unto Noah, The end of al Fleſh i come up before me, F< raiſed up 
for the Earth s filled with violence through them, and behold I will Deſtroy ty agaich - 
there with the Earth, and he commanded Nob tomake 8n Ark, and them, and | 
behold, 7 bring « Flood upon the Eartifto Deſtroy all Fleſb, wherein is the CO 
_ Breath of Life,and every thins that 55 im the Earth [ball dies, but withthee wm Ark. 0 
-wll eſtabliſh my Covenant ,and thin ſhalt come into the Ark.thou and thy 
Be | Sons 
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The year of Sons, and thy wife, and thy Sons wives, for thee have 1 ſern righteous 
the world, before me in this Generation. | 
\-V—: But before the Lord brought the deluge of Waters -upen the 

I536. World of the Wicked, he ſent this juſt man Noah, a Preacher of 

| on Righteouſneſs unto,them, giving them one Hundred and Twenty 

200 lan 24 Years ſpace to repept them of their evil wayesz and Noah havin 

fering of Go S 1Þa Y wing 

before be provided an Ark at the Commandment of God, he was appointed 
er. ap when he ſhould enter into the Ark, whilſt the World (in the mean 

a 2?” time) void of all fear, fate eating and drinking, and marrying, and 

— giving in marriage; in the ſix hundredth Year of the lite of woah, 
upon the ſeventh day of the ſecord Moneth, when he with his 

Children were entered into the Ark, God (ent a Rain upon the Earth 

forty dayes and forty nights, and the Waters continued upon the 

Earth a hundred and tifty dayes; the Waters abating upon the ſeven- 

teenth day ef the ſeventh Moneth, eghe Ark reſted upon one of 

the Mountains of Ararat ; the Waters ſtill falling, upon the firſt day 
of the tenth Moneth, the top of the Mountains appeared above the 
waters, and after forty dayes Noah opened the Windew of the Ark; 
ang ſent forth a Raven, and ſeven dayes after ſent forth a Dove, and 
ſhe returning, after ſeyendayes more he ſent her forth again. and 
abourthe Evening ſhe returned bringing the Zeaf of an 0/;ve:Tree in 
her Mouth, and then-ſtaying yet ſeven dayes more, ſent the ſame 

Dove out again, which returned no more unatohim, 

ER? In theſix hundred and firſt Year of the life of Neah,when the ſurface 

1657- of the Earthwas now all dry, Noah took off the Covering of the 

Noob goes Ark, and went forth with all that were with him in the Ark, being 

forth of the gone forth, he offered unto God for his Preſervation an Offering, and 

| oem the Lord ſmelleda ſweet -Sawonr , and the Lord ſaid in his Heart, 7 

Lord for his will 208 again Carſe the Eround any more for mans ſake, for the imagina- 

Preſervation. z;0z3 of bis Heart u evil from his' Youth: Arid God ſpake unto Noah 

| and to his Sons, ſaying, J-will "_ Covenant with you, and with 
your Seed after you,. neither” ſhall all Fleſp be cut off any more by the Wa- 
ters of a Flood to deſtroy the Earth ; and gave the Rain- bow-for a fign of 
the Covenant which he then made with man. 

1757 And now Noah made a diviſion of Land among his Grand- Children, 
and that done, that they went from thoſe Eaſtern-parts (whither 
they firſt repaired from the Mountains of Ararat) unto the Yalleyof 
Shinar, where the People impiouſly laid their heads together to hin- 

'_.-.___ derthediſperfion. of them, (commanded by God, and begun by Noah) 

The beginning they went in hand to build the City and Tower of Babylon, whoſe 

Mr —_ top might reach to Heaven leaſt they ſhould be ſcattered abroad up- 
on 'the Face of the Earth ; which purpoſe of theirs being fruſtrated 
by the confuſion of Languages ſent among them, from whence they 
took the name of Babe/, the diſperſion of Nations followed, and 
.how one Language was loft, which the whole Earth was of until this 

o Attempt. | "7 I 

2008. *® ' And now the next of the righteous Stock that ſucceeded was Abram 

"Y: the ſecond Son of Terah, he'was born in the year 2008. and ten 
years after was S4r4 born, daughter of Hara, Abrams Brother, 


who 
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who was afterwards Airams Wifez fome Writers ſay that 4- The year of 
bram was educated in the Idolatry of hrs Pathers Houle, who they ſay the world, 
was a maker of Statues and Images, , and the Fews relate of A5ram's —W- 
going into the Shop in the abſence of his Father, his breaking the .., 
Images, and jeering thoſe that came tobuy, or worſhip then , of his p. 8. Ciranre: 
Fathers carrying him to Nimrod to be punithed ; his witty an(wers, _— a 
#nd miractlous eſcapes ; thus the Jews write of him, bur however +51, cout. 
theſe things may be credited, we have a ſure record in the Scriptures, Mainv. Mer, 
that the Lord had a great regard tothe ſincerity of Abram, and had ck STE 
z purpole to make uſe of him co be an Inſtrument in his work and fer- : 
vice; and chat appears by his calling him from his Kindred, and from 2083, 
his Fathers Houle, and promiſing # Bleſſing to him and to his Seed : 
and now Abram, who had choſen the Lord for his delight above all 45 called 
earthly things, conſulted not, but departed as the Lord had cem- «hers Houſ. 
manded himf; and he took Sarai his Wife, and Lot his Brothers ſon, 
and travelled tothe Land of Canaar, where God promiſed to #bram, 
that to his Seed he would grve that Land , but afterwards, Abram 
compelled by a Famine, went from thence down into Egypt, where 
Sara; his Wife (who to eſchew a danger) went for his Siſter, was 
taken into Pharaoh's Houfe, being fair and beautiful, but was not long 
after fent back nnto him untouched : Then Abram, accompanied —_ = 
with juft Zo, returned into Canaan, where, when the Country cauſe of theFar 
which they pitched upon was not ſufficient to feed both their Herds mine>eing a& 
of Cattle, Strife arole between the Herd-men , and Abram loving 6 prong 
- Peace, faid to Let, Let there be po ſtrife, I pray thee, between me ana 
thee, apd between my Herdſmen and thine, for we be Brethren, and they They parted 
parted; and' Zat went into the Country of Sodom ; and after they © ifirit. 
were patted, the promiſe both of the Poſſeſſion of that Land of 
Canaan, "and alſo of his Numberleſs Poſterity was again renewed 
unto him. aca | oy | 
Abram being now ninety nine years old, God made a Covenant 2107+ 
with him, touching the Seed of Jac, who was to be born of Sara | 
that time twelve month, gave him the Seal of Circuracifion (chang- td. 
ing both their names Abramints Abrebam, and Sarai into Sarah) for © © 
a fure pledge and teſtimony of 'his Promiſe. | 
When Abraham was now a hundred,and Sareh ninety years of Age 2108, 
Iſaa: was born unto them, and' Abrahams inftrufted his Family in | 
Righteouſneſs ; for God ſaid, 7know Abrabara, that he will command 
his Children, «and his Ren(hold after him, and they ſball keep the way of the 
Lord to do Fuſtice and Fudement. | 
By Faith Abrahem offered w his ſon Iſaac , conſidering with him- 2134. 
ſelf, that God was able to raiſe him again from the dead z Now Fo- 
ſepbiws reports, that at this time 1ſa«c was twenty five years old, and By Faich . 
that he was at that time of good years may be gathered from this, _ Son 
that he was able to carry ſo much Wood as was to go to the burning Iſazc Lib. 1. 
and conſuming of ſuch a whole burnt-Offering as himſelf was, then ,3+** (Al 
intended by Abrahem to have been made , Sarah being now one hun- 
dred twenty ſeven years of Age dyed in Hebron ; and as Abraham for 
his jntegrity and uprightneſs to the _— 1s recorded to Pofterity for 


the 
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. The year of the Father of the Faithful z 10 1s S#r4þ tor the Mother of the Faith- 
the world. ful, and the is the only Woman whoſe tull and entire Age is menti- 
&—Y> oned in Scripture... «+ | 

Abrahams being alſo well Rrickenin Age,: was careful to get a wife 

for his ſon 1/a«c, and careful he was that he might not Marry with 
SY any of the idolatrous and corrupt Nations, it being looked upon as a | 
tay nies great evil by this righteous Stock, that thezr,Sons thould marry with - 

. agoodWife the Daughters of men that were corrupted,” and deſpiſers of the trye ' 

| p3oy 5n Religion, : as it appears by Abrahams care for bis ſon that he ſhould 

_ nof take a wife ot the Daughters of the Cayaanites among whom he 
dwelt ; and allo by the ſtrict charge he gave to his Servant to look. 
out a Wife for him, who going by the guidance of God into Meſopo- 
tamia, where praying tothe Lord to ſhew kindneſs unto his maſter 
Abrahem, he there obtained tor him Rebeka, the Daughter of Berhue/, 
Siſter to Laban the Syrian,whom 1ſaac receiving tor his Wife, brought 
her into the tent 0 his Mother Sarah, and he loved her, and had 
comfort in her aftex his Mothers death ; and he was forty years old 
when he married with Rebeks, xt nee 
Abraham, when he was a hundred ſeventy five years old, and a 
hundred years after his coming into Can4ez departed this life, and 
was buried by bis two Sons in his Cave at Mecpeleh with Sarch his 
Wife z he lived fifteen years after the birth of Facob, with whom hc is * 


—_— 
_ 


k 


| faid allo to have lived ia Tents. 


And now Abrahams bring dead, 1/aag was raiſed up, as the next of 
the righteous Line and Secd of God, to whom the Lord often appear- 


Abrabam be- ed in his divine Power, confirming the Covenant that he had made 


ing dead, (as: with Abraham his Father , for he walked in the wy, of his Father 


ſteps of his Fa- 10 faithfulneſs to the Lord, and when his Fathers Servant-brought 
ther. - Rebeka ro him, they found him meditating in the Field at evening- 
tide, by which it appears, his mind wasdelghted in that which was 
good , when his Wifebad continued barren. ninteen years after her 
_—_ Marriage, 4/aac intreated the Lord for her, becauſe (be was barren, 
ed the Lora and the Lord was intrcated of him, and his Wife conceived, and 
in the bebalf when the twins ſtrove in the Womb, Rebekz asked counſel of God x 
of his wites and the Lord (aid unto her, Two Nations are is thy Womb, and two mgn- 
ner of People ſhall be ſeperated from thy Bowels ;, and the one People ſballbe 
Pfronger then the other, and the Elder ſhall ſerve the Tounger-: Being 
born, the Children grew, ard one of them, named Ejaw, was acoun- 
ning Hunter, a man ofthe Field z and Facob was a plain man dwel- 
ling in Tents, and 1/z«c loved Eſau, becauſe he gid eat of his Yeniſon, 
but Rebeka loved Faco®. RE Fr : [vie 1 
Iſasc now grown old, and bling, in the forty fourth yeap before 
his death, ſent Eſas his eldeſt Son to take ſome Yenilon for him, pur- 
poſipg to Bleſs him at his peturnz, þut Fac the younger Son, by 
the counſel of his Mother coming diſguiſed 1n his Cloathes, and with 
ſavory meat in his hand, Role away the bleſſing unwiting to his Fa- 
ther, and the Bleſſing, though lo got, God confirmed ever after , but 
Facob lecing that for ſo doing, his Brother followed him w igh a dead- 
ly hatred, and beizg deſirous to avoid his traps, w illing all]0 take a 


; Wife 


F ſau & Ta- 
cob are born 
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Wife of his own Kindred, his Fatker Bleſſing bim, he took his Jour- The year 4. 
ney to Meſopotamis, to his uncle' Zaban, for his Father had charged the Worl 
him not to-take a Wife of the Daughters of Canaas; andin his Jour- "VV 
ney the Lord appeared unto him by his reſence,. and renewed thC jp, care 
Covenant to him which he had made before to his Father aud Grand- thar fr 
father , and now the Lord manifeſting his preſence unto him, he co- {og ner | 
venanted with the. Loxd, ſayings. f- Ged will be with we, and keep me the Canaa- 
in this way that 1 go, and will grue me Bread to eat, aud Rayment to put ow, Of 
ſo that 1come ac ain to my Fathers Houſe in peace, then fball the. Lord be Be Gl how 
»y Ged ; and coming at.length to Carrey, and continuing a time With ith Rackes. 
Laban, 'fellin love.with Rachel his Daughter, for whom he ſerved 
ſeven years, and they. ſeemed to him but a few dayes, for the love he 
had to. her. RE Io a ey OR No Ps WO BI — 

Eſau had. now been married thirty ſeven Years, and was ſeventy 
ſeven Years Old, whereas Facob; who was as Old as he, had all this 
while lived unmarried, but being now mindful of his Fathers Com- . | 
mand, he demanded Rachel his Wife to be giyen to him, uſing this frherires 
for a reaſon, that his dayes were now full; but by. the fraud of he had ferved 
Laban, inſtead of Rachel, Leah the elder Daughter was put in Bed unto pro oo | 
him ; nevertheleſs Rachel. allo afterwards was eſpouſed to him upon : 
Covenant of ſerving ſeven Years more for her. , © | | 


— 
.. 
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Ar firſt Rachel was barren, but afterwards bythe bleffing of God pro- 2259. 
ving fruitful, bear Joſeph unto Facob , at the end of the fourteen years 
ſervice, Jacob asking- leave of Labaz to return into his own Country, 
he was held there ſix years more.upon another bargain made be- 
__w_ him and his Father-in-law Zabar, for a certain part of his 
Flock. -: r- --- CE EEG ST ASL a ei 

Facob perceiving the heart burning of Zabam, and his Sons malice | 
towards him, . was warned of God to return into his own Country, 3265- 
which having communicated to his Wives, whilſt Laban was theering 
his Sheep at the latter end of the Spring, after his twenty years ſer- 
vice, getringfaway unknown to Lebaz,with all his Subſtance, Wives gz a 
and Family, paſſed over the River Euphrates, Labanthree dayes after, way from L- 
hearing that his Son-in-law was gone, tool ſome of his Friends and bw unknown 
Kindred along with him, . and perſued after him ſeven dayes Journey, ; 
and at [aſt qvertook him at mgunt 6z/ead, which took its name from 
this their Meeting there; for after- many and divers Expoſtulations 
whick paſſed there between them, making all fair at laft, for a Teſti- ras» follore- 
mony and Monument of their Covenant there made, Jacob ereFted ing after him, 
a.Pillar with an heap of Stones, which Zabanthe Syrian called, Fegar- —_ : 
Sahaduths, but Facob the Hebrew called, Gilead (thatis) the heap of to agreement. 
a Teſtimony or. Witneſs between them two. Joceh being ſent away "i him. 
1a peace by Z4ban, bur affrighted with the news of his Brother Eſas's yz. > affrich 
approach with four hundred men, divided his Company into two, ed withtts © 
ſaying, If he ſmite qe, then the other Company which is left ſhall **%* of Z/as; 
eſcape; and calls upon Gad,ſaying,0 God of my Father Abraham, Iſaac, TOI"; 
Ce. which ſaideft unto mt, return into thy Country, 'and to thy Kingred, 
and 1 will deal well with thee, deliver me [ pray thee from the hay of my 
Brother Eſau, eſe having entertained his Brother courtequſly, 
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The year of after much intreaty, accepts of his Preſents, Fco5 then went on t0 
the World. $uccoth, and there he butte him an Honle, and afterwards pzfhng over 
He ron  Fordap, he came into ' Canaan, and pitched his Tent in Seem, and 
Eſau wich there he built an Altar, which he called by the name of 24 Zlohe-1ſrael, 
pretents. © * or of, the mighty God, rhe Cod of Ifracl, to wit, in the (elf ſame place 
where Mhiah on had heretofore built bis firſt Alrar, and where Facob's 
Well was; 240 
I'amnow come to write of Foſeph, who being Seventeen Years of 
3270s Age, when his Brethren ſaw that their Father" Toved him more then 
The cafe why All bis Brethren, they hated him, ant could\nor ſpeak | grory x £0 
fry him, ahd Feſeph declaring his Dream to them, the Lord having 
ag bated {hewed him that he ſhould be fer above his Brethren, and be the chief 
| of his Fathers Family, they hated him yer the more; and firſt, they 
They conſpi- conſpired his death, and-at length agreed to ſell him away for 2 
_ 77 Wag Bond ſlave unto a far Country; ſg drawing him out cf the Pit, where - 
— ——_— they had caſt him , they fold him to the Merchants for twenty 
pieces of Silver, and was by them carried into egypt, and there fold 
o _ for a Slave to Potipher Captain of the Guard to Pharaoh, where he 
Phorgod's was tempted by Potiphers Wite to UGlncleanneſs , and becauſe he refu- 
Guard. ſed to do ſuch Evil, ſhe by her Lyes inſtigated Potipher her Hugband 
againſt him, who put him in Priſon ; but the Lord was with Foſeph, 
and ſheweg him mercy, and gave bim favour in the fight of the Kee- 
pe to the Priſon, and that which he did the Lord made it to 
roſper. 

; Too of the Officers of Pharaoh's Court, being Impriſoned inthe 
ſame Priſon with Foſeph, having both of rhem Dreamed, Jeſeph in- 
terpreted their Dreams unto them, which came' to pals acgording 
to bis interpretation ; and ſaith Foſe2h to ane of them, © When thou 
* art reſtored into thy place, after thy former manner, think on me 
* when it ſhall be welt with thee, and ſhew kindnels, I pray thee, 
* unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharach, and bring me 
© out of this Houſe ; for indeedT was ſtolen away out of the Land of 
© the Hebrews, and here alſo have Idone _— that they ſhould 
© put me into the Dungeon ; (But when this Officer was reſtored a- 

gain into Pharaohs Courr, he remembered not Joſeph. 
lſeps expers TWO Years after Pharaoh Dreamed two Dreams, which ſeciog he 
in in-erpre- could not get expounded by his own Wile men, but hearing of 
rages Joſephs expertneſs to enterpret Dreamy, ſent for him, being then 
thirty Years Old, who having opened to the King his Dreams ; firſt, 
He interpree that of the Seven Years of Plenty ; then the Seven Years of Fsmine : 
— He added moreover, as his councel and advice, how to proyide out 
—_ of the ſtore of the firft Years of Plenty, againſt the Famine of 
Pher2ob age ThE Other Seven Years of Scarcity, which were to follow ; where- 
vanced Joſeph. upon by the general conſent of his Nobles, he made him Governor 

| of the Kingdom. : 

Seven Year From the Harveſt of this Year , being to be counted Seven 


Plen:y. Years of Plenty, wherein Foſeph laid up ap infinite Treaſure of 
(on. ET, Th 
3 
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The Seven Years of the Famine began from the Harveſt of this Year, 2296. 
wherein the forecaſt and wiſdem of Foſeph did not only ſuſtain Eyypr, Seven years of 
but was a help and reliefto other Countries. Famine, 
Facob diſpatched away ten of his Sons into Egypt to buy Corn, to 
whomPFoſeph ſeeming not to know, cauſed to be taken for Spies, and AG 
being laid hold on, he ſpake roughly unto them, and ſaid, Whence Facob ſends his 
came ye? and they ſaid, From the Land of Canaan, #0 buy Food: Ang 79"s inco 
Foſeph knew his Brethren, but they knew not him; and he ſaid, They 7 wy : 
were come as Spies to ſee the Nakedneſs of the Land, they laid, -They are taken for 
were true men, andthy Servants are twelve Brethrew the Sons of one "© 
maninthe Lardof” Canaan, and behold, the Youngeſt is this day with our 
Father, andone is wet ;, and Foſeph (aid, Te are Spies, hereby ſhall it be 1;feph ſends 
proved, if ye be true men, let one of your Brethren be bound- in Priſon , *|| of them a+ 
go ye carry Corp for the Famine of your Houſes, but bring your Toungeft OO _ 
Brother unto me, ſo ſhall your words be verified, and you ſhall not die y be keys Prifo- 
and they did ſo: And they ſaid oneto the other, We are verily guil- pXr if they 
ty concerning our Brother, in that we ſaw the _ of his Soul, Yonecl i 
when he beſought us,and we would not hear, therefore is this Diſtreſs ther. : 
come upen us; and Rwbex anſwered them, ſaying, ſpeak not I un- 
to you, ſaying, Do not fin ageinſs the Child, and ye would net hear, They confeſs 
therefore behold his blood is required; and they knew not that Foſeph ji5evil ey 
' underſteod them, for he ſpeak unto them by an Interpreter z and he gainloſeph. 
turned himſelf about from them, and wept, and returned to them a- 
gain, and communed with them, and took from them Simeon the 
chiefeſt of them, who conſented to ſell him, and caſt him into Priſon, 
and now being diſmiſſed, they carried away their Corn, and with it 
the Money that they had payed for it, being conveycd into their 
Sacks by the ſecret appointment of Foſeph ; they tell their Father Fa-,, | a 
cob all that happened unto them, and withal declared: unto him rhe ; ter whar 
neceſſity that laid upon them of carrying there Younger Brother happened. 
Benjawin into «Z2ypt , perſwading him by all means to let 
him goz but Faco? their Father ſaid, unto them, Me have ye br- He was loath 
reaved of my Children, Joſeph is not, and Simeon is nor, and you apart vt 
will take away -Benjamin z alltheſe things are agaivſt me : but Faceb being preſi 
preſſed with Famine, ſent again his Sons, and with them his Son, pit. tamine, 
Benjamis,furniſhed with double Money, and other Preſents to Joſeph, © 50 
to buy more Corn, and they ar their retura were courteouſly enter- 
tained z for when Joſeph ſaw Benjamin with them, he ſaid to the Ru- 
ler efhis Houſe, Bring theſe men home, and ſlay and make ready for theſe 
men ſhall dine with me at Noon : And the man did as Foſeph bad, and 79pb Enter- 
the man brought the men into Foſephs Houſe, and the men were af- ** *® 
traid becauſe they were brought into Fofephs Houle, and they lai, 
Becauſe of the Money that was returned in our Sacks the firſt time, are we 
bronght in, that he may ſeek Occaſion againff us: but the Steward com- 
forted them, ſaying, Peace be nato you ;ofear nit ; your God, and the 
God of your Fathers hath given you Treaſure in your Sacks, I had your Mo- 
ney ; and he brought $:zcox out unto them. And Foſeph asked them 
of their welfare, ſaying, 1s your Father well, the old man of whom you 
ſpake,is be yet alive?and they auſwered,Thy Servant owr Father is {0 good 
C cath ; 
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The pear of bratth, he is jet ative : When he ſaw bis Brother Benjamin, his Mo- 

the #urls hers Son, he made hafte, for his Bowels did yera upon his Brother, 

SY. 3nd he ſought where to weep, and he entered into his Chamber, 

and weptthere, and after they had eaten, he commanded the Stew- 

ard ef his Huuſe to fill their Sacks with Feod, and to put a filver 

H#5 Com. Cup inthe Sacks mouth of the youngeſt ; and when they were gone, 

ance ro.lay Joſeph ſent after thern, and cauted them to be ſtopt for taking away 

—— CUP, which Crime they endeavoured to put of, by ſhewing how 

truly they 'ment, by bringing again the Money which they found in 

their Sacks when they came home z offering themſelves to die, ar 

10 be his Bondflaves it any (uch thing-covld be proved againſt them, 

but inthe end the Cup being found with Bexjamiy, and they brought 

back to Joſeph, they ail yeilded thernſeives to him for his bond{laves, 

Tails trml's Which when he rcfuſed, ſaying, He would hate none but him with whons 

wpplicuacs the Cap mac found; Fudch then humbly offered himſelt to ſerve him in 

Typ Bejamins 1tead, ſaying, when Icome to thy Servant my Father, and 

the Lad be wot with ws, (ſceing that his life is bound up inthe Lads life) it 

thall come to pa's that when he ſeeth that the Lad is not with us that the will 

ae, aud thy Servants fball bring down the gray Hairs cf thy Servant our 

Father with Sorrow to the Grave : Then Fojeph could nor refrain him- 

ſelf before all rhem that{tood by him : and he cryed,Cauſe every man 

Lef#b enahes £0.20 out from me, and there ſtood noman with them while Foſepb 

tumic'f wmowr made himiclf known unto his Brethren, and he wept aloud, and 

_ S' . the Eeyptians, and the Houſe of Pharagh heard ; and Foſeph laid unto 

his Brethren, 4 am Joſeph z doth my Father yet live? And his Bre- 

rhren could not anſwer him, for they were troubled at his Preſence, 

and Jo/eph ſaid unto his Brethren, Come weer to me, 1pray you, and they 

£4me acer, and he ſaid, 7 am Joſeph your Bruuber, whom ye ſold into 

Egypt; and lecing them troubled, he comforted them, by ſhewing 
yo, how that a& of theirs was by the Providence of Gcd. | 

paw rod rh And he ſaid unto them, Haſte ye and go up to my Father, and ſay us- 

:hea, beſcods 16 him, Thr ſaith thy ſon Joleph, Cod hath made me Lord.of all Eygpt ; 

ſec bs, Fadker. Cope down unto me, tarry not, and thou ſhalt dwell in the Lend of Golten, 

and thou ſhatt be neer unto me, thou and thy Children, and thy Childrens 

Chilaren, and thy Flocks and thy Herds, and all that thou haſt, aud there 

will 4 nouriſh thee , for there are yet five years of Famine : and he fell up- 

on Ins Brother Bemjamiy s Neck, and 8enjamis wept upon his Neck, 

moreover he kiſled all his Brethren, and wept upon them , ſo heſcnt 

his Brethren away, and they told Facob all the words of Foſeph, and 

when he ſaw the Waggons which Joſeph had ſent to carry him, the 

Whea che news SPpiCIt Of Facob their Father revived; and 1ſrael ſaid, itis enough, 

was brougtt Foſeph my Sen is yet alive, I will go and ſee him before I die; and 

_—_ & 2e- God ſpake unto 1ſract,ſaying, 1 am: God, the God of thy Father, fear not to 

down into Egypt, for 1will there make of thee 4 great Nation , Iwill vo 

down with thee into Egypt.and 1mwill ſurely bring thee wp 42am : and Facys 

| was one hundred and thirty years old when he went down into Ez pr. 

Lſeph brings Foſeph letting Pharavh know of the arrival of his Kindred in 

pr a Feypt, brovght his Father, and five of his Brethren jnto his pre- 

Feerb-fore {9% and having communed with him, aſſigned them a fitting 

Plaoch. | place 
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place in the Land of Goſhen, where rhey were provided of all necel- The year of 
farics by Foſeph. | the world, 
The Book of Gezefis end with the death of Foſeph containing the "Wo, 
the Story of Two thouſand three hundred fixty nine years ſpace, 
which Book, that it was written' by 44oſes himſelf is the opinion of 
the Talmuadiſts in their Baba-bathra, Lib, 1. | : 
At this time lived Fob, a man of whom it is recorded; that he was 2369- 
2 man of a perfe& and upright heart, and one that feared God and 
eſchewed evil, and imbraced the Knowledge of the true God, and Job lived.” 
all righreouſneſs , rich in Subſtance, and the mere noted, for that 
neither the enjoyment of thoſe riches corrupted, nor the loſs of tham 
depraved him in his way z' for, whenas firſt being ſpoiled of his 
Goods by Satan, he was allo bereft of his Children ; and ar laft tor- 
mented with grievous Botches and Sores in his Body, he could yet 
never be drawn through impatience to fin in any ſort, whereof, ha- 
ving firſt received a Teſtimony from Gods own mouth, he was after- 
wards reſtored to his former health,and had caſt into his Boſfſom dou- 
ble of whatever he paſſeſſed before, 
And now when Foſeph was dead, and all his Brethren, and that Joſepbbeing 
Generation, and the Children of frac! were fruitfull, and increa- pp5 2 
ſed aboundantly. and muliplied, and waxed exceeding mighty, and - 


y 31 . 1 A | 
the Land was filled with or Fo Now there aroſe up a new King — 


over Egypt, which knew not Foſeph, and he began to afflict chem, g;4.q*he 1 
but the more they were afflicted, the more they multiplyed and grew ; ractires. 
and the Egyptians made the Children of rae! to ſerve with Rigor, 
and they made theirlives bitter with hard Bondage, and kept them 
under with great ſeverity. 
Aaron was born three years before his Brother Moſes, eighty 2430: 
three years before the veparture of the Children of 1ſraet out of 
E2)P. hd 
"The Ungodly King of Egyor, when he could not prevail with the 2431+ 
Midwives of the Hevrew Women privily to make away the Male- ; 
Children of thera, ſet forth a barbarous EdiCt to deſtroy them all, by — 
drowning them in the River, ro deſtroy the 
About this time Afoſes the Son of Amream, of the Houſe of Levi, Me: 
was born, and when his Mother ſaw he was a goodly Child, being ; 
willing to preferve him, ſhe hid him three Moneths, and when ſhe 2433: 
| could ao longer hide him, the took for him an Ark of Bulr»ſbes, and ayype;pom. 
daubed it with ſlime, and with pttch, and put the'Child therein, and 
ſhe latd it in the Flags by the Rivers brink, his Siſter ftanding aloof off 
from the place, to fee what would become of lim; and Pharaohs | 
daughter finding him there, cauſed her maids to fetch it, and when His wonderful. 
the had opened it, the ſaw the Child, and behold it wept, and ſhe Prefervatien. 
had compaſſion on him, and faid, this is one of the Hebrews Chil- 
dren , then ſaid his Siſter to Pharaohs Daughter, Shall Igo and call a 
Nurſe to thee of the Hebrew Wornen, that ſhe may ourſe the Child 
for thee ; and Pharaohs Daughter faid, go, and the maid went and 
called the Childs Mother; and ſhe nurſed him, and Pharaohs Daugh- 
ter called his Name 4oſes, becauſe ſhe drew him our of the hes 
anc 
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The year of and ſhe cauſed him to be brought up as her Son, and cauſcd him to 
the world, be inftrufted in the Science and Learning of the Egyptians: And thus 
WW did the:Lozd wonderfully preſerve him, which notethno, leſs then 
 thathejntended to make him an Inftrument in ſome great Work, as 
iadced it ſo came topals ; for as he grew in years, the Lord put it in 
his heart to ſlight the honours of Pharaohs Court, for he refuſed to 
2513... becalled the Son of Pharaohs Daughter, chooſing rather to ſuffer Af. 
fliftion with the people of God, then to enjoy the pleaſures of Sin 
' for a ſeaſon, eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater Rickes then the 
Treaſures in Egypt, for he had refpe&t to the Recompence of Reward : 
And now the Lord having choſen him into his work and ſervice, he 
indued him with ſachs Spirit of Mceknels that none was like him 
upon the Earth , and being thus fitted he had often tryals and exer- 
ciſes of his patience by the People he was to govern, who were often 
murmuriog and repining againſt him, And the Lord appeared unto 
him whileſ he was keeping his Father-it-law Fethros Sheep in the 
Mountain of Horeb, and the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in 
a lame of Fire, out of the mideft of a Buſh, and behold the Buſh 
burned with Fire,and the Buſh was rot Conſumed; and the Lord ſaid 
unto him, 7 am the God of thy Father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Iſaac,avd the God of Jacob, and Moſes hid his Face, for he was afraid 
to look upon God; and the Lord ſaid, 7 have ſurely ſeen the Affliition 
of my People which are in Egypt, and: have heard their cry, by reaſon of 
their Tusk-maſters, for I know their ſorrow, and am come down to deliver 
them out of the hands of the Egyptians : And he choſe Moſes as an In- 
ſtrument to go unto Pharach, and to bring the Children of 1ſ-ae! 
out of E2ypr, to whom, as an Aſſiſtant in this work, Aaron was 
added. . 
Moſes and A- Moſes and Aer0n having declared unte Pharaoh the Meſſage in which 
rondeclare. they were ſent unto him from God, were ſent away with many bad 
Ge gp words,and many more grievous labours were infliged upon the /ſrac- 
lites then were before, | Eg TT 
They go again Aoſes being now eighty, and Aaron eighty three Years of Age, be- 
I 1s let botke + nals orig * exo where hs Magi- 
God plagued £1405 immitating the Miracles of Aarons Rod, made Pharach harden 
Pharseb. his heart, ſo thathe would not let the Children of 1jracl go z where- 
fore the Lord ſcat divers Plagues upon Pharaoh beforc they would let 
the Children of 1-ae! go, and when the laft Plague was brought up-. 
_—— 4 on them, then Pharach and his Servants made haſte to ſend away the 
Pharaob and Tſraelites, with all their SubGance, being fix hundred thouſand men, 
bp Cn beſides Children ; and now being departed, Pharaoh with his Hoſt 
« ....  over-took them, here Aoſes. divided the Waters with his Rod, 
The, Children whom Pharaoh and his Army would-needs follow, they were all over. 
e® up us whelmed of the Waters coming together again z when the 1/7aelites 
a SOng, 2 Son | | : X 
ro the Lord for WETE thus freed from the Bondage of the Egypriars, they forth-with 
thelr geliver- ſong » Jorg of Praiſe and Thankſgiving unto God for their deliver- 
ance. . . | : 
| ance, which is called the Seng of Moſes. 
After their encamping in the deſert of $Sin4/, A79ſes went up into 
the Mount, and the Lord ſaid unto him, Thus ſhalt thou ſay tothe 


Houſe 
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Houſe of Facob- and tell the Children of 1ſrae/, Ye have ſeen what 1 The gear of 
did unto the Egypriens, and how I bear you oh Eagles Wings, the world, 
and brought you unto my ſelf 5; now therefore if you will obey ny + 
Voice indeed, and keep my Covenant, then ye ſhall be a Peculiar 
Treaſure unto me above all People, for all the Earth is mine, and ye 
(hall be unto me a Kingdom of Priefts, and an hol y Nation; and Moſes 
told the People what the Lord had Commanded him , all the People 
anſwered together, and ſaid, All that the Lord hath ſpoken we will 
do. But the Reader may ſee how ready and apt theſe People were to 
forget the tender dealings of the Lord towards them ; for Xoſes and 
Asrox, and ſeveral of the Elders of 1ſrae! went up into the Mount 
and there beheld the Glory of God; and the reft returning, Ad«ſes 4 
with his Servant Foſþ44 abode there ſtill, and waited there fix dayes, 
and upon the ſevench day God ſpeak unto him, and there he continu- 1ut 
ed forty dayes and forty nights, eating no meat all that while, nor the Law upon 
drinking water, where he received Gods Command, and the Law *b* Mount. 
written 1n Tables of Stone, with Gods own FIngeT God biding him 
withal to get him down, for that the People had already made them- 
ſelves a Molten-Calf, to worſhip ir : Whil& he was 
Moſes ſeeing this, brake the Tables at the Foot of the Mount, and in che Mount 
having burnt and defaced the Idol, many of the people were put to *P _ 
cenh by the hands of the Lewes, : Idolarty. 
The next day Moſes returned again into the Mount, and there again 
igtreated the Lord for the People, and having drawn the People our 
of a deep Sence of the Wrath of God, to repent them of their ſin, 
by his prayer he obtained that God himſelf ſhould be their Leader in He prayetb for 
cir way, he Foupen 
God Commanded A7sſes to frame New Tables of Stone, and the 
next day to bring them with him into the Mouat z 1oſes ſtaying again 
forty dayes and forty nights in the Mount, - without Meat or Drink, 
praycd there for the People, God was then pleaſed to renew his 
Covenant with the People, and gave his Laws a new, and bids Adoſes 
commit them to writing ; Afoſes after forty dayes returns from the 
Mount with the Tables in his Hand and covering his Face with a Yail, 
becaufe it ſhone ; he publiſhed the Laws of God to the Peaple enjoy- 
ning the obſervation of them, and commanded a Freewill-offering 
to be made, toward the building of the Tabernacle according to Nadeb and | 
GodsOrder;Na4 and Abihze,the rwo Eldeſt Sons of Aeron(which go- jibe: 
ing with their Father up into the Mount $ix4; had there ſeenthe Glo- 
ry of God) going 1ato the SanQtuary with ſtrange or common Fire, | 
were firuck dead in the place by Fire ſent from Heaven, and for them = Priefts for- 
the Prieſts were forbid to make Lamentation;moreover,for ſome par. 
ticular mens negleCt of duty, all the Prieſts were charged to forbear 
Wine and ffrong Drink, before they were to go into the Taber- 
nacle, | 
Moſes finding the Goverment of the 1ſrae/ites to be weighty, 
complained to the Lord of the ons thegeof; ſaying, [am pot able 
is 
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The year of to bear allthis People alone, becauſe it is too heavy for me ; and to eaſs 
the werld. him, the Lord laid, Gather ſeventy men of the Elders of Iſrael, whows 
S—BoItaſes 180% knoweſt to be the Elders of the People, and Officers over thems, and 
in the Govern” bring them #0 the Tabernacle of the Congregation, that they may ſtand there 
mene ſeventy -with thee , and Moſes gathered the ſeventy Elders, and the Lord gave 
Hoes vere of the ſameSpirit that was on Moſes unto them, and it reſted upon 
them, and they Propheſied ; and E/d«dand AMedad remained in the 
Camp, and Propheſied, and when it was told Aoſes that they pro- 
pheſied, 2o/es being pleaſed therewith, ſaid, weald God that all the 
Lords People were Prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon 
them. 
The 7/7aelites Juſting after Fleſh, and loathing the Food that God 
Iſrael murmer gave them, the Lord was Wrath with them, and brought Quales 
py png trom the Sea, and letthem fall by the Camp, and the People gather- 
Wrath wh edihem z; but whilft the Fleſh was yet between their Tecth, ercir 
—_—_ was chewed, the Wrath of the Lord was kindled againſt the People, 
and the Lord [mote che people with a very great Plague, and thus 
Gcd puniſhed them again for their murmering. 
And now twelve Spies were ſent, one for every Tribe to diſcover 
Spies ſent our and [py out the Land of Canaey: Afﬀteer forty dayes ſpent in 
Spa pe 2c ſearching out the Land, the Spies returned to Kadefh in the Wilder- 
neſs of Pear, bringing with them one Branch of a Vige, with a 
Cluſter of Grapes upoa it, gathered in the Valley of Eſbcol, ten of 
the twelve Spies, by ſpeaking ill of the Country, and the barren- 
| nels thereof, and withal magnifying the Cities for rheir ftrength 
ome of he and the Giantly ſtature of the men therein, diſheartned the People 
Zlirepore of {rom marching any further toward it, whileſt Ce/eb did all he could 
the Land, fo to perſwade the people to goon z and gow the People began to mur- 
eharthe 1” Mcragun againſt Xoſes and Aaron,"and would necds go back again 
| 6 into egypt, and were ready to Stone Caleb and Foſhua, for ſaying, 
the Land was an exceeding gocd Land, and that it lowed with Milk 
and Hory ; and becauſe of the Peoples complaining the Lord threa- 
tens them with ſuddain DeſtruQtion, but through A9ſes's interceſſion 
Ho pon mort _ and Prayer the Lord ſpared them yet ſo, that withal he denounced 
ing, the Lord to them, that all of them which were then twenty years old and up- 
was again wards ſhould dye in the Wilderneſs, and never (ee rhe Land which 
ST, was promiſed unto them ; and that they ſhould wander in that Wil- 
deraels forty years ; but my Servant Celeb, becauſe he hath another 
Spirit, and hath followed me fully, hig will I bring into the Land, 
and his Seed ſhall Poſſeſs it. | 
Upon this Calamity , and the continual dropping away of the 
Iſraelites inthe Wilderneſs, Moſes prayed untothe Lord, and therc- 
Mans Age a- WPON it is ſuppoſed he writ the ninetieth Pſalzz, in which he ſheweth, 
gain ſhorraced, that the ordinary Age of Men was reduced to ſeventy or eighty years 
at the urmoſt, ſo that now the age of man was again contraCted, and 
cut ſhorter. 
And now again the People for lagk of Water murmer againſt Mo- 
Wn, Abe ſesand Azronywhom when GodCommanded to call Water out of the 
murme agaia ard Rock, only by ſpeaking to it ; Moſes being moved in his mind, 
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ſaid, Hear now ye Rebels, muſt we fetch you Water out of the Rock ? The year of 
and with the Rod he ſmote the Rock twice, and the Water came he World, 
forth aboundantly z Moſes and Aaron for their unbelieve here ſhewed —Wo! 
in executing the Command of God, were debarred from entering 

into the Land of Carazx ; and the Waters were called Meribab, or 

W aters of Strife. wag | | | | 

And now in the forticth year after the coming of the Children of 499" &* 
Iſrael out of Egypt, Aarondicd; and ſhortly atter God fignificd to 
Moſes that he thould die z and Moſes deſired the Lord to ſet a man 
over the People, which might go in and out before them, ard that | 
might not be as Sheep without a Shepherd ; and the Lord. chole 1ybuſuccee? 
Foſbus, a man in whom was the Spirit of God, and 24oſes layed his <9 Myer 
hands on him, and gave him a charge, as the Lord had commanded 
him ; and here ends the matter of the five Books of Moſes containing 
the Hiſtory of the two thouſand five hundred fifty two years and a 
half, and the Children of 1ſr«e/ mourned for Moſes as they had 
done for Aaron thirty dayes in the Land of 2046. 

And now Fe{ba4 ſucceeding Moſes, the Lord Promiſed Foſs to be The Lora was 
with him,and to Aﬀeſt him, and the Lord was with bim until he had with Ioſpus. | 
Conquered all the Enemies of the 7ſ7aelites; and now, when God 
was 'about togive the 1ſraelzres reſt round about them, fo that they 
might dyell there ſecurely, it was requiſite alſo that a place ihould 
be appointed which himſelf ſhould chuſe, to place his Name there ; 
wherefore coming together at Shils, they there fixed the Tabernacle 
cf the Congregation, after the whole Land was ſubdued unto them. 
Now Shilo, both by the ſignificaticn of the Name, and alſo by the 
ſituation of the place, ſcemeth to be the ſame with Sa/em, both 
which words ſigniheth Peace or Reſt. | 

Joſhua built the City of Timnah-Sera in Mount Ephraim, in which 2561, 
he dwelt many years after Gud had piven reſt to 1ſrael, 21.9 
having lived a hundred and ten Years, he there died and was 
buricd. 

After the deceaſe of Foſbsz and the Elders, who our lived him, the 2591. 
Wonders which God had wrote for the Children of 1ſrae!, from F//a being 
the time of their firſt bringing out of Egypr, began to be forgotten by £25 be ite 
the Young men, every man now doing what ſeemed good in his own backſlide, © 
Eyes; all thoſe diſorders were committed, which are reported in 
the five laſt Chapters of the Book of. Fudzes, to wir, the Idolatry of 
Micah, and the Children of Dan, andthe War of the Genjarinices, 
and the cauſe thereof, and there ſucceeded a Generation of men 
which forgot God, and mingled themſelves with the Canaarites by 
marriage, and worſhipped their Idols, and God hereby was provoked 
to Wrath, and gave them up to Cuſha#, King of XMeſapotaris, which They wane 
firft calamity of theirs held them eighty years, until Ochoxiel, Son- RE” 
in-law to Feſhuz, being ſtirred up by God as a Tudge and Avenger of 
hrs People, defeated Cuſban, and delivercd the 1ſraelites out of their P*livered by 
Bondage and the Land had reſt forty years after the reſt which Foſpua 
procured them, 

After the deceaſe of Othozie!, the 1/raelites falling again to ſin gg, 
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moſs io againſt God, were again given over intothe hands of Egon King of 
O80" Moab, who joyning with the Ammonites and Amalckites, overthrew 
the 1/raelites, and took Fericoz and this ſecond Oppreſhon of theirs 
continued for the ſpace of eighteen years. 
In"rumen:ally Then the Lord raiſed up Ehud to be an Avenger of his;People, who 
5, verdby flew Eglon and ten thouſand of the Valiant men of XMeab, and then 
4 the Land cf 1ſrae! had reſt forty years. But when Ehud was dead, 
They rerurn a- they returned to their old Sin, wherefore they were brought again 
gain roſ,and zato Thraldom for twenty years, until Fabizs Army was routed, 
*s Bondage. and Siſera Cap;ain of his Army was killed by Fact, the Wife of Heber, 
| in her own Tent with a Nail ſtruck into the Temples of his Head 
, Ate delivered wy1;er2upon Debors,a Propheteſs,who at thrt time judged 1ſrael, made 
_—_ a Song thereof for a memorial of that Viftory, and the Lard reſted 
forty years. 

2752, The 1/5 aelites {inning again and doing evil in the fight of the Lord, 
They fin agaia the Lord delivered them into the hand of Aidian ſeven years; the 
A proce fear 117 217765 falling into this fourth Thraldom, cryed unto the Lord for 
of Gel ro re. DElp, and the Lord ſent a Prophet unto them, who reproved them, 
prove them. and thewed them what great things the Lord had done for them, and 

Gilem rifey cOuraged them that they ſhould not fear the Gods of the Amorites ; 
wp to deliver 20d the Lord raiſed up Gideon, being ſtirred up by an Angel ſent from 
chem 232ia. God to deliver them ; and firſt by Command frem God he overturn- 

cd the Altar of Baal, and burnt his Grove; and now the Midianttes 
and Amorites pitching their Camp againſt him, the Spirit of the Lord 
BY af; C2ME upon G1aeon, and out of thirty two thouſand men, he choſe 
nmber which ONLy three hundred according to GodsCommandment to fight againſt 
he choſe, and ther, That ſ» the Viftory of Salvation might appear to be of the Arm of 
way. the Lord, that Iſrael might not Y aunt themſelves againſt him. After he 
had obtained the Victory , when the /[raelites offered to ſettle the 
Kingdom on his Poſterity, he refuſed it, ſaying, The Lord ſhall rule 
over you, but receiving their Golden Earipgs, he made, thereof an 
Ephad, whereof they afterward tools an occaſion to fall into Idola- 
try; but the Midianites being vanquiſhed, the Land had reft forty 
They fall inns VETS. SO [Con as Gideon was dead, the Iſraelites ras Arr to Ido- 
Ido'atry again. Jatry, worſhipped Baal-Berith for their God; and Abimelech the Son of 
Gideon (begotten upon a Coneubine) purpoſling to get unto himſelf 
theKingdom which his Father had refuſed, flew ſeventy of his Bre- 
thren, all upon one Stone ; when Abimelech had goten the Kingdom, 
and had reigned three years, Gaa/, a man of Sichem, conſpired a- 
gainſt him, *which being diſcovered to Abimelech, the City of Sicher 
was utterly Deſtroyed, and the Inhabitants put to the Sword, and 
from thence Ahimelech going to befiege Thebez was knocked on the 
head with a piece of a Milſtone caſt upon him by a Woman, and then 
| killed out-right by his own Armour-Bearer. | 

2799. Now the 1/raelites forſaking again the true God and falling to 

Were deliveres Worſhip the Gods of ſeyeral Nations, were given up into the hands 


;uco Bondage, of the Philiſtines, 
Sampſon 


i Church and Seed of God in all Ages. 21 
Sampſon the Nazarite was born at Zors, who avenged the 1ſraelites The year &. 
twenty years in the time of the Philiftines, who flew a thouſand of the World 
of them at one time with the Jawbone of an Aſs, in whick place, cal- b W—! 
led Lehi, from that Jawbone, God at the prayer of Sampſon clave an . | 
hollow place that was inthe Jaw, and there came water there-out, _— 
and when he had drunk,he was revived;w herefore he called the name cauſe. 
thereof En-hackore, that is, The Fowntain of him which called upon 
Goda. | | 
Sawpſon being betrayed by Dalils, and ſpoiled of the Hair of his gowtor 
Nazarizeſhip, is delivered to the Ph:{;fines, who plucking out his Dalils, with 
Eyes,carried him away Priſoner to Gaz«, and put him there 1n Priſon, what tellowed. 
faſt bound in Chains, where his ſtrength renewing again, he pulled 
down the Temple of the great Dagor, killing the Princes of the Phi- 
liflines, with a very great multitude of People which were therein , 
more men being killed at the fall rhereof, (with himſelf for Compa- 
ny) then he had lain in all his life before, and he was buried with 
his Fathers, after he had been the avenger of the 17ae/ites twenty 
ears. 
| The 1/raelites being grievouſly oppreſſed by the Philiftines, Samp- 1 og, 
ſon being dead, Sezuel was raiſed up of the Lord to be a Prophet unto 
them, who by his faickfulneſs was found a true Prophet, and by his Smet the | 
word he was knownto be faithful in Vifion,he exhorted them toturn Go facts ad 
unto the Lord with all their hearts, and to put away their ſtrange © 
Gods, and to prepare their hearts unto the Lord, and to ſervehim 
only, and then he would deliver them out of the hands of the Philz- 
ſtines , Then the Children of 1ſrae/did put away their Gods, and fer- His care to 
ved the Lord only, and the Philiftizes came no more to cnvade the way nk ug 
borders of the 1/raelites, becaule they ſaw the Hand of the Lord was lazy. © 
againſt them all the dayes of Samuel, till Savu/cameto be King, under 
whom they returned again, and grievouſly oppreſſed 1ſrael , and jpnw® raking 
Samnel being now grown old, took to him his two Sons to be his help:o Judge 
Aſliſtanrs to Judge the People, and his Sons walked not in his wayes, *b< People, 
but.turned afide afterlucre, and took Bribes, and perverted Judg- rn, n., 
ment ; wherefore the 1ſrae/ites were offended, and defired Samuel o*their Father. 
that they might have a King to Rule them, as other Nations had , | 
this diſpleaſed Samuel, and he prayed unto the Lord, and the Lord 2 
faid, Hearken unto the People, for they have not rejected thee, but they ended tre 
have rejeited me, that 1ſbeuld not reign over them; Whereupon God *b<y wighr 
gave thera a King in his-Wrath, to wit, Saw z and now began the **'* * ns: 
Iſraelites trouble again, for the Amorites beliege them 5 and Saul Saul being 
reigned but a ſhort time until he was put from the Kingdom by the given tera 


Philiftines, and the 1ſrae/ites were again grievoully enthroaled by nag be reig- - 
them, rims, -. 


Feſſe the Ephrathite in his old age had his youngeſt Son David bore. 2919, 
at Berhlehem,which was afterwards therefore called the Ciry of David, 
thirty years before he ſucceeded Saw/in the Kingdom, $rh 
God having now rejeQted $2sl, and debarred his Race and Family 2941. 
from ſucceeding ia the Kingdom, ſent Sameel, after his long mour- 
ning for Ss, to Berblebem, there to anoint David to be King (forty 
E years 
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The year of yeats before the Rebeljiog of Abſolom)) who being a lovely keeper of 
the world. a lovely Flock, was called from keeping his Fathers Sheep, and pre- 
—WV> tered before his Elder Brethren, and being anointed in their preſence 
Devidis 2- be incurred their envy no leſt rhen Foſeph did of his Brethren z and 
avinted King. at laſt was (et over the Tribe of Fyds at the ſame age that Foſeph was 
| made Ruler over all Egypt ; mean while, from the very day of his 
anointing the Spirit of God came upon him, to wit, the Spirit of 
Courage and Wiſdom, in both which reſpeQs, even whilſ Sas/Ji- 
ved he was made Captain over /ſrae/, and withal grew a great War- 
rior to Fight the Lords Battel, and beſides was a Prophet, and made 
the ſweer Singer of 1ſrae/, as one who by his divine Pſalms ſhould 
reach and inftruQ the People of God. 
Dbvids Com- The Armies of the 1ſraelites and RR being ready to Battel, 
ate is 8 Caliah of Gath the Philiſtine, their great Champion, defied the Armies 
of 1ſra:{ , wherefore David being ſtirred in his Zeal, faid, who is 
this uncircumciſed Philiftine that be ſhould defie the Armies of the 1i- 
ving God z but E/i4b, Davias eldeſt Buther, hearing him, was cften- 
ded, and askt him, with whom he had left the Sheep in the Wil- 
derneſs,and told him, he knew his Pride and naughtineſs of his heart ; 
and faith he, thou art come down that thou mayſt ſce the Battel ; 
David (aid, what I have gow down, is there not a Cauſe ? $4u/ bein 
acquainted with Davids words, ſent for him, and David told Sami, 
he would fight the Philiftine ; Saul replyed, Thou art not able to fight 
him, he is a man of War, and thou art but a Youth ; Devi tells him, 
whilſt he was keeping his Fathers Sheep he had Killed a Lyon and 4 
Bear, and that this uncircumciſed Philifpine, who had defied the Ar- 
mies of the living God ſhould be as one of them z then Sa#/ bid him 
go, and faid, the Lord be with thee, and armed him with his Ar- 
mour, which David put off again, and took only his Staff, and five 
{mooth Stones out of the Brook, and put them in his Shepherds bag, 
and with his Sling in his hand he drew neexto the Philifline Tt:e 
Philiſtine defied his coming ſs meanly armed, David, ſaid, Thou com: 
eſt with Sword Spear and Shield, 1 come in the Name of the Lordef Hoſt | 
and all thy Aſſembly ſhall know that the Lord ſaveth net with Sword and 
Spear, for the Battel is the Lords, And David flew the Philiftine with 
a Stone and a Sling; and Su/ taking notice of Pavid's Valour, en- 
quired whoſe Son the Stripling David was, and Devidbrought the 
Philsſtines Head to Saul, which he had cut off with the tay orgy own 
Sword, having firſt {lain him with a Stone he Sling at him ; and 
David told Saul whoſe Son he was, and after this David went out whi- 
therſcever Saul ſent him, and behaved himſelf wiſely. 
' Thecauſe of And Davidreturning from the Slaughter of the Philiffdne, becauſe it 
al Deva, was ſaid, Saw! hath Slain his thouſands, and David his ten thouſands, 
Saul was very wroth with David from that day forwards, and an 
| evil Spirit entered Sai, and the Lord departed from him, and he was 
nas + 7 ag affraid of David, becauſe be ſaw the Lord was with him ; and David 
Prop'e. behaved himſelf wiſely, and all acl and Fudz loved bim, but eſpeci- 
ally Jonathan the Son of Sev!, who made a Covenant with David, be- 
eauſc he Joyved him as his own Soul ; and P4vid fearing he might 
af 
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at laſt fall into Sawis hands, fled , tor Sa! became Dawids Enemy con- The year of 
tiaually, | the world. 
And now David being fled, and the Armies of the Philiftizes inva- Wo. 
ding the Land, Sas! tell into a fear, ſought counlel from the Lord, 2 itt 
but receiving no an{wer from him, neither by Dream, nor by Urim, panty hr going 
nor by Prophets, he went to Exdor by night to conſult with a ##ch : to the Witch 
where by Viſio he ſaw Samuel, who told Saul! God ſhall deliver * Zn" and 
Iſrael, together with thy ſelf, into the hands of the Philitines., for fees thereof | 
the Lord hath rent the Kingdom out of thine hand,and given 1t to thy proredro him, 
Neighbour, even to David, becauſe rhou obeyed not the Yoice of the 
Lord, norexecutedf his fierce wrath upon Amalcek, 
] he Hoſt of 1/rael being routed the Sons of Saul were all flain, and 
Sau killed himſelf, when David heard it, he muca lamented the g, 47, 
Death of Saul and Fozathan, ſaying, Tell it not in Gath, publith it rerh the deaths 
not ia the Streets of Aske/on, leſt the Daughters of the Phil;ſtines re» noe. omg 
joyce,left the Daughters of the uncircumciled triumph ; and further TO 
he ſaid, I am diſtreſſed for thee my Brother Jonathan, very pleaſant 
haſt thou been unto me, thy Love to ne was wonderful, paſſing the 
love of Women. | 
David having now built him an Houſe of Cedar and living in a full 2960. 
and perfect peace, imparted unto Nathen the Prophet, the purpoſe Pridpurpole 
he had of building an Houſe for God , but was an{wered from God, youſ for 
that this was a work which ſhould be. done not by him, becauſe he was God, bur puc 
2 man of Blood z but by his Son Solowoz7, a man of Peace, which 7 i 229vty, 
ſhould be born unto him. 
Now David ſubdued the Philiſtizes, the Edomites, the Amalekites, 
the Moabites, the Ammonites and the Syrians, and the Bounds of 1ſrae! 
were ſtretched out to the outmoſt part of all that Land, which had 
been formerly promiſed to the Secd of Abraham, but never before pol- 
ſeſſed fo fully by any of them, as by Devid and Solomon his Son. 2969. 
Atthoe end of this year, whileft David took his ealc at Fernſalem, David's great 
he there defiled by Adultcry Barhſbeba the Wife of Uriah the Hittite, fi. 
who was then in the Army, and in conſequence thereof procured the 
Husband to be {l:in by the hands of the Ammonites; when the Child lo . cjvy convins 
gotten in Adultery was born, David being convinced by Nathan the ced of his evil 
Prophet of his evil, acknowledged his Tranſgrefſion, ſaying, My fn ? weed ands 
| Lever before me; and cepented of his fin, as may be ſeen at large MED 
in Pſalm 51, yet the new born Babe was taken away by death: 2g, 
Bathſbeba being now his We, bare Davida Son, urito whom, as to Solowon born, 
one who ſhould prove a man of Peace,God gave the name of Solomon, 
as to one beloved of God the Name of Fedidis. 2987. 
Devid for numbring the People kindled the Wrath of God againft F< Tord was 
the 1/7aclites, wheretore Gzd the Prophet told David, thus ſaith the Davis, and 2 
Lord, Chuſe one of them, that I may do unto thee, viz, whether Fa- hy. 
mine, Sword or Peſtilence; and David (aid, I am in great ftreight, 
and his Heart (mote him, for he ſaw the evil he h:d done in Number- ,, .,, - 
ing the People, and ſaid, Let ws wow fall into the. Hands of the Lord, fall into the ; 
for hs Meretes are great ;, and let me not fall into the hands of men, So bands of Ged, 
the Lord ſent rhe Peſtilence upon Jſrael, and there died ſeventy rhou- 
ſand men in one day, | David 


— 
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29g. Davidbeing now ſeventy years of age, and broken withcontinual- 
Dad grown ly Cares and Wars, grew weak and feeble, and Adenias his Son 
ſceing his Father thus declining, by the counſel and advice of Fogh 
«Adenias bis. and Abiathar the high Prieſt; made himſelf King, whereof when Ds- 
_ woe he vid was advertized by Bathſheba and Nathan, he preſently cauſed hjs 
David eau- Son Solomon to be anointed King by Zadeck the Prieſt, and Nathan ths 
{ech Sotomen , Prophet, and Benajah the Son of Fehojada in Gihow, which ſo ſoog 
King. As Adonis heard, he preſently fled, and afterwards laying hold on the 

; Horns of the Altar' was pardoned by the favour of Solomon, and (et 

Vocreupor.; At liberty ; and now David aflembling all the Governours and chief 
' of 17/rael, together with his Sons and Servants, exharted them all £6 
{car and worſhip God. | 

2990. Did departed this life, having reigned in Hebrom ſeven years and 
Da:i4 dies. and fix Moneths, and thirty three years in Feruſalem over all 

ljrael. 

2391: " Saljwen loved theLord, and walked inthe Statutes of David his 
Solomens Up- Farher, and in Gibeon the Lord appeared to himin a Dream, and bid 
rightneſs to 4 him ask and chuſe what he would, and it ſhould be given him, and 
prey roar Solomen ſaid, Thou haſt ſnewed unto thy Servant David my Father 

great mercy, according as he walked before thee in Truth and Righ- 

reouſneſs,; and now, O Lord my God, thou haſt made thy Servant 

King inſtead of David my Father, and I am but alittle Child, I know 
He wketh qt how to go out or come 1n ; and he asked #iſaom, and an Hader- 
—_— Panding Heart to be given kim of Ged , andthe Speech pleaſed the 
GS Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing ; Ged therefore gave higm 
God. aw tim Wiſdom from above, exceeding any that was before him, or ithould 
Wiſdom be come after him, and of his Wiſdom the firſt Experiment was made 
gond 207" jn deciding the Controverſic between the two Women about the 
The firft expe- Child, which firſt gave him an eſteem among the People, when the 
— {aw the Wiſdom of God was in him todo Judgment, | 
OO On having according to his Fathers direction (in whoſe heart 

2012. it was to build an Houſe for the Name of the Lord God of 1ſrae!) 

How long the built the Temple, which was ſeven years and a half 1a building , ig 

e #35 the building of which there was neither Hammer nor Ax, nor any 
"5  Toolof Iron heard in the Houſe whilſt it was in building , and now 
Solomos having built the Temple, he placed there the Ark, wherein 

was the Covenant of the Lord, which he made with the Children 

of 17acl, when he brought them out of the Laud of «£:ypts and 

Solomon ſtood before the Altar of the Lord, and 1a the Preſence of 

the People ſaid, Lord God of 1ſrael, there is no God like thee in 

Heaven above, or in Earth benegh, who keepeſt Covenant and 

Mercy with thy Servants, that walk before thee with all their 

heart; and he made along prayer for che Preſervation of the People, 

Solomons Pray” & defir'd the Lord would bs with'them,as he was with their Fathers, 
erfor be Peo- and not leave them nor forſake them, and that he would incline their 
Ple., Hearts unto him to walk in all his Wayes, 2nd to keep bis 'Statutes 
and Judgments which he commanded their Fathers: Thus was 

<a hs IS beginning, bur Was not _ _ "—_ he yu _— 
wh away by g2py ranges WW Omen, WNo LOWATAS NIS iatter dayes drew 
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away his Heart into Idolatry, and his heart was not perfeQt with the The year of 
Lord his God, as was the Heart of David his Father, for he went he World, 
after the Abominations cf the Amenites, and he did evil 1n the fight Saf + $ 
of the Lord, and wenr not fuily after the Lord as did David his Fa- nn an” 
ther. and he built an high place for Chemeſb, the Abomination of Solown 
Moab ; and for tacle tings the Lord was angry with Solewon, and 
{aid, Becauſe rhou hait not kept my Covenant, I will {urely rend 
the Kingdom from thee, yet in thy dayesI will not do it tor David 
thy Fathers ſake 4 but after this So/omon repented deeply, and made ., 
his peace with the Lozd,, as may Le ſeen at Jarge in the Book repearert, 
called the Preacher, and at laſt he died when he had reigned torty 
years. 5 | 
" Reholoam the Son of S:lomen, when all 1ſrael met at Sechem to Pn 
make him King, by a harſh anſwer made unto them alienated the Þonaar 4 
hearts of the ten Tribes froin him, who preſcatly ſending into Egypt wnedilkeencs 
for Feroboam the Son of Nebat, made him King over them ; and toll PEE 
off both trom the Houſe of David, and alſo from the trus Worſhip tom bim, 
of God, in memorial of which fad difater the Fews afterward kept 
a Solemn faſt ycarly upon the twenty third of the third Moneth, cal- 
ted $ir-.4n, from this diſmal rent made in that Kingdom. Rehoboam 
reigned over Faudea and Benjamin (eventeen years, and Jeroboam 
over Iſrael, that is, over the ten Tribes by the ſpace of twenty 
years. R . ; Jeroboms Ido! as 
And now Feroboam fearing left his new-gotten SubjeQs ſhould re- :;, ; 
volt trom him again, to divert their thoughts from looking any more 
after Feru/z/em, (et up a new deviced Form of Religion, ſetting up 
two Golden Calves, the one at Bethel, the other at Dax ; and there 
he offered Sacrifices to his Calves, and the People run a Whoriag 
after his Idolatry. 
At which time a' Prophet, and Man of God out of Fude:z, went 
to Bethell, and cryed out againſt the Altar, 1a the Word of the Lord, The Propher 
> hte Toi of . : is ſent of God 
and bore his Teſtimony againſt the Kings Idolatry ; and whea the ..\evin. 
King ſtretched forth his hand to lay hold on him, his hand was dried 
up, and the Prophet foretold, That the Altar ſhould be Rent: Aﬀter 
this Prophet had done his Meſſage, he was charged by the Lord, not 
to eat Bread, nor todrink .Water, nor return by the way that he 
came ; but bcing geceived by anther, who ſaid, he was a Prophet, 
and abuſed the word of God unto him, was unfaithful tro'Gods Com- 
mand; wherefore, as he was returning homeward he was {lain by a The Prophet 
Lyon, whereof when tidings came to the Prophet which had decei- oder $a 
ved him, he rook up his Body and buried it, mourning over him, 3030. : 
ſaying, Al.u my Brother, and aſſured his Sons, that what had been fore 
told by the man of God inould come to paſs. 
The 1ſr4:{ites who feared God falling off from Feroboam to Rehobo- 
am, maintained the Kingdom of Fadathree years, tor fo long walked 
they in the wayes of David and Solomen. | 
Rehoboam being once ſettled in_ his Kingdom, forſook the Law of 3046. 
the Lord, and all !frael and Fuds with him , for the Fews who by thety®c%oteam 
good Example ſhould have ſtirred up their Brethren the /ſaclites ton BY 
repentance, 
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25 
The year of repentance, provoked the Lord with their own Sins, whereia they 
the world, oftended more then any of their fore-Fathers had done, for they made 

—WV>-. allo to themſelves High-places, Images and Groves upon every high 
Hill, and under every green Tree, doing according to all the Abo- 
minations of the Geptriles, which the Lord had theretore caft out be- 
tore them. 

39246. After Rehoboam ſucceeded A4bjjah, who putting his truſt and confi- 
dence in God, obtained a great YiRory againſt Feroboam, and flew 
five hundred thouſand men, and took Bethel, where one of the Idola- 
trous Calves was ſet up. 

3949. After the death of Abij«h, Aſs his Son ſucceeded, and God gaveten 

| ycars peace, without interuption in the Land, and this godly King 
Ys T9 Aaput away all Idolatry, and reformed the Kingdom z but when 
wy. A'a dyed, hongh he was good, yet a better ſucceeded in his ſtaed, 
lik, 115 SOncalled Fehoſaphat,who being ſettled in hisKingdom began with 
7 ſizes. taking away the High-places, and the Groves z but when Jehoſaphat 

2115. dyed, Jehram his wicked Son flew all his Brethren, and many ot the 
Princes of 1/rgel, and following the counſel of his wicked Wife Atha- 

_ ido- /;ah, ſet upin Fudz, and even in Feruſalem it ſelf, the Idolatrous 
nag worſhip of Baa!, after the manner of his Father-in-law Ahab and his 
He isreproved houſe z for which he was reproved ina letter by the Prophet F1ac, 
by che Pro- who foretold him what Calamities ſhould fall upon him, bocendi he 
_ hid not walked in the wayes of his Father, but had made Juda, and 
the Inhabitants of Feruſe/em to go a Whoring, like to the whoredoms 
of the houſe of Ahab, and allo had flain his Brethren of his Fathers 
The Judgmens houſe, which were better then himſelf ; and according to what the 
on pe rag Prophet had foretold, the Lord ftruck Fehoram with an incurable dil- 
' ſeaſe in the Bowels, and he died a miſerable death , and his Son 
Achzia faccceded him, who alſo walked in the wayes of the wicked 
houſe of Ahab. for his Mother was his Counſellour to do wickedly, 
and the evil that he did in the fight of the Lord was his deſtruQion, 
being (ick he asked counſel of Baal-zebub the God: of the Ekronites 
concerning his recovery, the Prophet E/z.z5 told the King plainly 

that be thould dye, and accordingly he dyed. | 

Ahaliab  AZ4tha!iathe Daughter of Ahab ſeeing her own Son Achezia dead, 

wo ue gefix ycd all the Race of the houſe of Fuds, and poſſeſſed her (elf of 
ber ſelf of the the Kingdom z but Jehoſbevas the Daughter of King Foram, and Wife 
wngcom- to Febvida the high Prieſt took Foaſb, being then an Infant, and Son 

Tote to her Brother 4hazza, and him with his Nurſe hid fix moneths in the 

preſervatien of Temple, whileſt 4rþ4/ia ruled, and at ſeven years end broug!:t him 

Fooſb. forth, and anointed him King, and cauſed Azhalia to be lain, and 

| Htholis ſain, oo ail the worſhip of the True God, deſtroying the worſhip of 
aAaas, 

Whild this This Fesſb did that which was right in the {fight of the Lord all the 

ing bad goed dayes of Fehvjada the Prieft ; now after rhe Teach of Fehojada, the 

—_— King hearkning to the Princes of Fades, they left the houle of the 

2 Lord God of their Fathers and ſerved Groves and Idols, for which 

He rurs into Sin the Lord ſent his' wrath upon them , yet he ſent his Prophets to 

Idelary. reftifie againſt them, and to bring them back again, but they would 

not 
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net hear , and Zechariah the Son of Fehozade was moved by the Spirit 
of God to teli them that they had forſaken God, and that he had for- I Prophers 


2 . - 6 reproves him. 
lakenthem ; for which Meſſage they ſtozed him to death at the Com- ** 
The Prophets 


:nandment of rhe King z thus Fosſb the King remembered not the * 
kindneſs which Fehoins pas s Father + done to him; and 91 hy + 
when the Prophet dycd, he ſaid, the Lord look upon it and require +, 1;ap, wi. 
ir; and now, mark what was the end of this King, his own Ser- ferable end. 
vants conſpired againſt him, ard flew him in his bed, as may be ſeen 

more at large in the account given of Gods Judgments againſt Perſe- 

Ccuturs. 

Amazis ſaccceded Zeaſh, and he did that which was right in the 3194- 
ſight of the Lord, but not with a perfeCt heart , for at laſt he {ct up <Amazizhs E- 
the God of the Childrea of S:ir, and bowed himſelf before them, and Wi 
burat Incea(c unto them ; wheretore the avger of the Lord was Kin- ry. prophets 
dled againſt him, ang he (cut a Prophet unto him ta reprove him, reproves him, 
to whom the King ſaid, Art thow made of the Kings Covnc:! , 
forbear, wherefore ſhouldgft thou be ſmitten, Neverthelels, thePro * 
pher ſaid, I kzow God hath determined to deſtroy thee z aud at. 5 
ter mn time that this King turned away his heart from the Lord ke | *&ins i 
was {]11n. 

Atter him ſuecceded 7{z2/s, under him did the Kingdom of Fuds 
fAourith, no lef(s then that other of 7ſrae/ did under Feroboam the (e- 
cond, aid he did that which was right in the fight of the Lerd, and Thereafon of 
he ſought God in the dayes of Zecharish, and as long as kOfought the _— any 
Lord, and applyed his mind to matters of piety, God made him to © ” 
proſper, and he ſubdued the Philiſtines, and other bordering Evc- 
mics ; and thus whileft he was weak and low, he was marvellouily 
helped azainſt his Enemies, but whea he was ſtrong, and lookt at How he cam: 
his own ſtrength, his heart was ffred up to his deſtruction, for he ? loks, 
tracſgrciled againſt the Lord, and burnt: Incenſe, wherctore il; 

Lord {mate him with Lepreſfie, and he remained a Leper to tie day ga Jude. 
of his death, and dwelt 1a a houſe ſeveral, for bc was cut off from mea: on kimg 
the houſe of the Lord ; and he being dead, Forhars his fon reigned, and 

he did that which was right inthe fight of rhe Lord,how be it the Peo- 

ple did yet do corruptly, but he be came mighty, becaulc he preparcd Ws 
his wzyes before the Lord his God. After him reigned A42s his Son, 3347+ + 
who did got that which was right in the fight of the Lord, forhe 1... 
walked in the ways of the Kings of 1ſ/acl, who made alſo Moulten © 
Images for Baliw, and burnt Incenle on the High-places, and un- 
der every green Tree, wherefore the Lord delivered him into the 
hands of his Enemies; and thus the Reader may ſee, how theſe pe0- He is delivered 
ple and Children of Fuds and 1frael, to whom God had given a com- inte the bands 
mandment that they ſhould fear him, and not forget him, and that * iz Enimies 
then he would deliver them from their Enemies, howbeit rhey did 

not hearken, but were ready often to back-flide, and to ſerve their 

graven Images, both their @hildrea and their Childrens Children 

unto this day, 

4h4z being dead Hezetiah his Son began to reign, and he did that 229g 
which vas right in the ſight ofthe Lord, according to all that his _- i 
ther 
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3374. ther Daviddid; heremoved the High places, and broke the Images, 
Hezckiats* and cut down the Groves, .and brake 1n pieces the Brazen Serpent 
Fo9ele2n that Moſes had made, for unto thoſe dayes the Children of 1j7ce/gid 
down Ido!atry. burn Incenſe to it, and he called it Nehuſf $an that 1s to fay, a little 

piece of Brafs z and thus this good Reformer he truſted in the Lord 
God of 1jraet, and he left not off throwing down the Altars and High 
Places, until he had Deſtroyed them all, cauſing a thorow Refor- 
mation: And his zcal was fo great for the Lord, that after him, as 
1:15 recorded, was none like him, among all the Kings of 14dab, nor 
any that was before him ; for he clave to the Lord, and departed gor 
from following him, and the Lord was with him, and he proſpered 

him whitherſocver he went forth, 
Hezekiah falling fick unto death, the Prophet Eſaiah being com- 
32get mardcd of the Lord, faid unto him, Set thine Houſe in order, for thou 
Hetell fick: {h1/f die, and not live, this moved Hezekiah's heart, that he wept 
mePoper tore,and turning to the Wall, prayed unto the Lord, ſaying, I beſeech 
d ah. thee, O Lord, remember nov how I have walked before thee in Truth, and 
-= ekiahis witha Perfect Heart,and have done that which i good in thy ſirbt, where- 

roten in Ten- - . - 
derneſs force the Lord had compaſiion on him, and added fifteen years more to 
The Iord had his Jdayes; and Heze#iah dying Manaſſeh his Son reigned, and did 
__ 50 that which wasevil in the fight of the Lord, after the Abomination 
cf the Heathen, building the High-places which his Father had de- 
His Sevis ftroyed, and again reared up Alters for Ba/, and worſhipped all the 
nh ”" Hoſt of Heaven, and ſerved them, and uſed Inchantments, ard dea- 
ling with Familiar-Spirits, and Wizards, he wrought much Wicked- 
nels in the ſight of rhe Lord, to provoke him to anger z for which 
Abomination the Lord ſent his Servants and Prophets to fcrete], 
A P:ophe:s chat for thoſe Abominations he would bring ſuch evil upon Fera- 
bs eel] ſalem and Fuda that whoſoever ſhould hear it their Ears ſhould tingle , 
of thoſe cimes. and the Lord brought upon AMaraſſeb the Hoft of the Afſyrians,which 
Beg .. took MManaſſeb, and bound him with Fetters, and carried him;Cap- 
age he is ©; . . - t 
brought inxo. tive to Babylon and now being in Affliction, he beſought the Lord 
Heiz hum- and hembled himſelf greatly before the God of his Fathers, where- 
band of Gos, fore the Lord reſtored him again to his Kingdom, and then he knew 
and reformsin that the Lord was God, and he caſt out the Altars that he had built, 
_ and took away the ſtrange Gods and Idols, and commanded the Peo- 
ple toſerve the Lord God of 1/rael; but ſtill the People retained the 
High-places to Worſhipin: And aſter bis death, his Son Amen was 
puniſhed by the Lord, being {Jain by his Servants in his own Houſe , 
and now thele two bad Kings being taken away, the Lord raiſed up 
The good King another good King, which was Fcf4þ the Son of Amos, who reigned 
Jofiab railed uÞ- thirty four years 18 /cruſalcn;, and cauſed again a Bleſied and thorow 
Reformation amongſt the People of 1#ds and Jeruſalem, making a 
His Covenant Covenant before the Lord to walk after the Lord and to keep 
with the Lord. js Teſtimonies with all his Heart, and with all his Soul, and he 
likewiſe cleanſed away the Ab»minations from the People, and 
again ſtirred them up to ſcrve the Lord their God, and all his dayes 
o icy departed not from following the Lord God. of their Fa - 
ers. 
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Nero King of Agypi, by Gods Command went againſt the Ning 3394» 
of Afſyris, who at thar time made War upon him, 2 K77;5s 23. 29. Fo Ea 
2 Chro. 3 5. 20, 21. Feſhahunadviſedly engaging in this War vas {iain, «te King of 
and now this good King being taken out of the World, a World cf Zx/#t ® yas” 
Mileries grew on upon It, and ſuch Lamentations there was, . that ur 

grew almoſt a common proverb, the Lamentation of Hadgdrimen in His 'o& gar 
the Valley of Megidds ; for mot only the whole People living won- {y ramen 4 
derfully bewailing thedearh of F:f:h, but the Ages. following were ® " 
ſencible of the lois of him, and the Prophet /eremiah 1n remember- rſpecix''y by 
ance thereof wrote kis mournful Buok of Lamentations, wherein be- the Propher 
wailing the Calamitics which were ſhortly to befal the People, as if) 

he had then preſcntly beheld them, uſing theſe words, The Breath of 

our Noſtrils, the anointed of the Lord i taken in their pits, of whom we 

ſaid, under the ſhadaow of his Wings wt ſhall live among the Heathen. 

After the death of Joſiah bis Youngeſt Son was anointed King, who ,,,.c... 
preſently fell to doing chat which was evil in the fight of God, bur once i 
Nero King of Egypt removed him after he had reigned three Moneths, fps of his 
and made Eliakim his Elder Brotker King in his room, changing his {27m 
name into Jehojakim, that thereby he might teſtifie ro tha World, that 
he aſcribed the ViQtory by him gottert 2gainſt the Aſſyriaxs to the 
LOR orly , by whom he profeſled he was formerly ſeat againſt 
tem, 

In the Beginning of this Kings reign Jeremiah commanded by God, 3395. 
went and ſtood in the Court of the Temple, and there exhorted the 
people to repentance z and when they would not, he denounced the Feremnsb ex 
Jadgment of God againſt them,ſaying,that that Houſe ſhould become 97 ere 

4s Shilo, and that City ſhould be curled among all the Nations of the 
Earth , whereupon he was preſently apprehended by the Prieſts 
and Prephets, and all the people then ta the Court, and accuſed as a 
man worthy of death,but was acquitted and ſet at Liberty by the pub- 
lick Judgment of the Princes and Elders. 

At this time alſe Uriab propheſied againſt Zersſalem, and the Land ©'i*b» Pro; 
of Tuds, agrecable to the ſayings of the Prophet Feremiah, for which a4 Purta 
the King put bim to death by the Sword, and threw his Carcaſs a- dah. 
mong the vileſt Sepulchers of the comen people ; yet Ahikam, who 
had formerly beca a aan of great Authority with King Foſiah, ap- 
peared fo much in the behalf of the Prophet Feremiah, that he was 
not delivered over into the hands of the people to be put to death at 
that time, | . 

To theſe might be added the Prophet Habbakuk, to whom, when 
he complained of the ſtubornnelſs of the Fews, God made this anſwer, —_— 9 
That he would ſhortly ſend the Chaldeans zato Tuda ; and further decla- PTR 
red his purpoſe concerning this matter, in theſe words, 7 will do 4 
work in your dayes which you will not believe when it ſhall be told unto ou 5 
for behold, I will ſtir up the Chaldeans, « fierce Nation,end 4 ſwift,. which 
ſpall walk through the breadth of the Land which is none of theirs, as their 
own Inheritance, 

In the fourth year of this King Jehojakim, the Prophet Feremiah Jeremiah r2- 
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The year of reproyed the Jews, for not hearkning to the Word of the Lord which 
the world he had ſpoken unto them from time to time, and for not regardin 
—VM the Exhortatiens of the Prophets which the Lord had ſent unto them, 
He prephefies 2nd then again told them of the coming of Nebxchadnezar upon them, 
of their Capti- and of their being carried away Caprives to-Babylon, and that Cap- 
tivity to laſt ſeventy years long, and during the ſeventy years time of 
_ Captivity, Daxiel propheſied of the coming of the Meſſiah, who 
ſhould bring inthe Law of Eyerlaſting Righteor ſaels, and purtan end 
3405, fo the Levitical Sacrifices, | 
es  Jehojakim being taken Priſoner by the Cha/deans, was thrown out 
without burial, that is, was buried like an Aſs, his Carcaſs being 
tugged and drawn out without the Gates of Fer»ſalem, acgording as 
was foretold by the Propane eremiah , though in referance to the 
common courle in nature he alſo may be ſaid, to have ſlept with his Fa- 
thers, as hels 2 Kings 24. 6. 
After him came his Son Fehotachin, who was allo called Fecontas, 
and reigned three Moneths and ten dayes in Jersſa/em, who alſo did 
m- evil in the ſight of the Lord as his Father had done before him, 
fercmiabs 0s againſt whom the Lord by his Prophet Jeremiah declared a moſt 
kbo:ackin. dreadful Decree, ſaying, Q Earth, Earth, Earth, hear the word of the 
He pronoun- Lord, thas ſaith the Lord, write ye this man Childleſs, a mag that ſhall 
a wick. Pot proſper in his dayes, for no man of his Seed ſhall proſper, ſitting upon 
ed Paſlorss the Throne of David, and ruling any more in Jada ; and pronounced 2 
wo to the Paſtors that ſcattered the Sheep, and that had not fed nor 
vilited, the People, and therefore the Loxd would Viſit them for 
the evil of their doing, and that ke would'gather the Remnant of his 
Flock, and would ſet up Shepherds over them that ſhould feed them, 
and that he would raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, that ſhould 
execute Judgment and Juſtice in the Earth, and that in his day Juds 
ſhould be ſaved, and 1ſrae/ dwell ſafely ; and this is his Name where- 
with he ſhall be called, the Lo7d our Righteouſneſs ; and in the ſence 
of this the Prophet cryed out, Adine heart withis me # broken, becauſe 
| of the Prophets, all my Bones (hake, Tam like a drunken may, azd like 4 
Iſiah: Prophe- 9347 whom Wine hath overcome, becauſe of the Lord, and becauſe of the 


vity, 


by 


hs of Cl. 5 ordof bis Holineſs, 

And Eſaiah the Prophet had a true ſight of the coming of the Bleſ- 
ſed Mefiah;; for he ſaid, The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becauſe 
the Lord has anointed me to Preach good tydings unto the Meek, he hath 
ſent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the Captives, 
and the opening the Priſon to them that are bonna, to proclains the accepta. 
ble year of the Lord, and the day of Vengence of our God ; to comfort all 
that. mourn, to appoint unto them that mourn. in Sion, togive unto them 
Beawty for Feb the ogl of Foy for mourning, the garment of Praiſe for 
the Spirit of heayineſs, that they might be called Trees of Righteouſneſs, 
the planting of the Lord, that be might be glorified, and they ſhall build the 
old waſtes, they ſhall raiſe up the former Deſelaticns, and they ſhall repair 
the rafts Cities, the Deſolations of many Gener ations, 

| And 
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And thus the Reader may ſee the many glorious Diſpenſations, and 
maryfeſtations of Gods Love unto mankind. tothe holy Patriarchs 
and Prophets in all Generations, and now we are come according to 
what the Prophets .toretold, to the day of the Appearance of that 
great Saviour of the World,whoſe Diſpeaſation farexcecded all others 
in Glory, heing thar eternal Subſtance, which ended all Types Shad- 
dows and Figures. 

And thus theſe Fews who had been the true Worſhippers,being apo- 
ſtatized and degenerated from their primitive glory, and inftitutions, 
and their Worſhip becoming meerly outſtde, for its ſaid, they drew 
weer $0 God with their Monthes, and howonred bim with their Lips but their 
Hearts were far from him ; the Praphets-were raiſed up and ſent from 
the Lord to Cry againſt them, and to foretel the Deſolation and di- 
ſtrugion that was to come upon them, which accordingly cams to 

aſs, as will be ſeen anon; and1n this condition did Chrift at his com- 
ing find theſe Antieat people the Fews, to whom God had formerly 
committed his Laws and Commands, and given his Oracles, but 
they were wholy apoftatized from them,as will appear by their frufts 
in is following Diſcourſe, | 
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T he Continuation of the Diſcour e {rom the 
Birth of Chriſt. JJ 


Fter the Fews had Apoſtatized, according as the Prophetshad 
fotetold, and thatthe Meſhah and Deliverer ſhonld come; fo 
1n the fulneſs of time Chriſt Feſws the Sox of God was born of the Vir- 

' gin Mary, whom fhe roled in Swadling-Cloaths, and layed in a 
bom Manger becauſe there was no room for him in the Inn, the Birth of 

Chriſt was revealed by an Angel of the Lord to Shepherds keeping 
their Flock by night inthe Fields, and ſuddainly there was with the 
1he grearre- Age! 2 Multitude of the heavenly Hoſt praiſing God, and faying, 
joycing ar his Glory ts God in the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace and Goodwill to wen ; The 
_ Shepherds making haſte to Bethlehem, found Mary and Foſeph and the 
Child lying in the Manger, and they publiſhed that which was told 
them concerning” the Child, and they returned Praiſing and Glori-” 
fying God ; but Mary kept all theſe things, and pondered them in her 
Heart. 

The Child was called Feſw (which ſignifies a Saviour) which was 
He i: calles fo declared by the Angel before he was conceived in the Womb. 
Jeſu, The Wiſe men fromthe Eaft, the Star being their Guide, coming to 
Herod to Feruſalem, and there being taught that the Birth-place of 
Chriſt was at Bethleheys of Fudea, they went thitber, and enteripg in- 
to the Houſe which was ſhewed them by the Star, which ſtood over 
it; they found the little Child and Mary his Mother, and falling 
down worſhipped bim, and having opened their Treaſures, they ot- 
fered unto him Gold , Frankiaſeence and Myrke, Then being 
_ of God ina Dream that they ſhould not return unto Herod, 

"they departed into their own Country another way. 

And when the Child was brought by his Parents to Fersſalem to 
be preſented to the Lard,there came igte the-Temple one Simeon a juſt 
ang devout man, who had waited fer the Conſolation of Iſrael , and 
the holy Ghoſt was upon him, and it was revealed unto him by the 
holy Ghoſt, Thas be ſyould not ſee Death before he had ſeen the Lords 
Chrift;& he cameby the Spirit into the Temple, and when the Parents 
brought the Child to do for him after the cuftom of the Law, then 
<4; Tor; £OK be him up in his Arms, and blefled God, and faid, Lord, zow 
. mony ccn- eiteff thou they Servant depart in Peace, according to thy Werd, for mine 
\ceming ik. Eyes hath ſees thy Salvation, which thou bajt ppreared before the Face of 

all People ;, 8 Light to Lighter the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy People 
Ifracl: and Foſeph, and his Mother marvelled at thoſe things which 
were ſpokes of him ; and Simeen bleiſed them, and ſaid unto Mary 
his Mother, Behold, this Child 3s ſet for the fall and rifing again of many 
is I{rael, ad for 4 27 which ſhall Le fpoken againfl, 
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In the ſame moment came Anns, a Prophetels, the Daughter of The year 

Phangel, the alſo openly acknowledged the Lord, and ſpeak of him of Ehrif, 

to all that looked for Redemption in Feruſalem, SAL, 
W hen Foſeph and Mary had performed all things according to the 

Law Of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, unto their own City 

Nazareth, 
The Angel of the Lord appearing unto Foſeph in a Dream, ſheweth 

him, that he ſhould flee into Egypr, that ke might provide for thelife 

of the Child, and eſcape the Devices of Herod, who being awakened g,,g, crua. 

took the Young Child, and his Mother by night, and departed into ty and Subril 

eX2ypt, where he remained until the death of Herod: Herod think- page 

ig che Young Child had been ſtill ar Berblehem, that he might De- geſus. 

ſtroy him among the reſt, killed all the Children that were in Berble- 

hem, and in all the Coaft thereof from two years old and under,accor- 

diag tothe time (of the Star firſt ſeen in the Eaſt) that he had enqui= 

red of the Wile-men. 

Herod \hortly after dyed Miſerably; being dead, the Angel of the 
Lord appeared unte Foſephin a Dream in Egypr,and commarded,that 
he ſhould return with the young Child and his Mother into the Land 
of 1ſrac!, but when he heard that Arche/ans did reign in Fu4da in the 
Toem of his Father Herod, he feared togo thither, and being warned 
of God ia a dream, he departed into the parts of Galilee, and there 
dwcltin the City Nazareth, from whence Jeſus took the Name of 
Nazarene, and the Chriſtians of Nazareres. 

In the year, of the World 4010. it being the Paſſover, Chriſt in the x2, 
Twelith year of his Age was brought by Foſeph and Mary to Feruſalem ;, 
hisParents returning home,he ſtayed behine,they not knowing where His Moub | 
he was, ſought him three dayes, and found him in the Teraple fit- _— 
ting 13 the mideſt of the a, hearing them, and asking them the Doors, 
Queſtions; and all that heard him were aſtoniſhed at his Underſtand. »* "velve ; 
ing and Anſwers, and he went down with his Parentsto Nazareth, ain 
and was obedient unto them, ang followed his Fathers Trade of a 
Carpenter. 

In the vear of the World 4030. and 1n the thirtieth year of Chriſt, 
Joha came forth in his Miniſtry, Crying with a loud Voice in the 
Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his Pathes ſtreight, and lob Minilry 
opening the acceptable year of the Lotd, Gr the time of his divine "va 
pleaſure, preaching Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins,being cloathed 
with a Garment of Camels Hair, and a girdle of Skins about his 
Loyns, and his food was Locus and wild Hony, 

And now Feſus being filled with the Holy Ghoſt he was led by the 
Spirit into the deſart,where he faſted forty dayes & forty night,where 
he was tempted, but the Tempter could tind no place in him ; when Teſus faſieci 
John was asked by the Sect of the Phariſees, who he was, he told them tortydayes. 
he was not the Chrift,and denying that he was £/:.:s or that Prophet ; 
but ſaid, he was the Voice of one Crying in the Wildernels, Afar 

ſtrait the way of the Lord, and told them, I Baptize with Water, but 
there ſtandeth one amongſt you, whom ye know nor, he it is who 
cometh after me, who is preferred before me, whoſe Shoe Latchet I 
am 
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The year am not worthy to unlooſe : The next day Fohy ſeeing Jelus coming 
of Chrifl to him, ſaith, Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the Sins of the 
world; This is he of whom I ſpake, there cometh one after me thar 
is preferred before me, andI ſaw him, and teftifie that this is the Son 


Jobns Teſti- 


mony CONCEr- 


aing Chiitt. of God. 
And now Jeſus going into Galilee, commanded Philip to follow 
him, he finding Nathaniel under a Fig-tree, and brings him to Jeſus, 
who pronounces him to be truly an 1ſrae/ire in whom was no guile. 
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And row we are come 20 the Publick Miniſtry of ( briſt, whoſe 
Atts [ fhall briefly mention before I proceed to give an ac- 
count of his Suffering and Death. 


Eſus working Miracles many believed on him, but he did not com- 
The works he Y mix himſelf unto them, becauſe he kgew what is in man, leaving 
017 J43%: Feruſelem where he had been at the Paſſover, he went intothe Land 
of Fudea, with his Diſciples, where after he had ſtayed eight ggo- 
neths, he went into Galilce again, but he muſt needs go through 
Samaria , where 'he brings the Samaritax Woman off from the 
11s works and Feruſelexs Wworhips to the worihip of the Father. in the Spirit and 
Aas in 274. Truth; and in Galilee he worked many Miracles, healing the 
ſick, and caſting out Devils, going through all Galilee, and preach- 
:ng in their Synagogues, /and healing every diſeaſe, and his fame went 
into all Syria; and a great Multitude followed him, ard in a certain 
City he heals a Leper, who though he was forbid, yet he publiſheth 
ir, and they came to him from every place to hear him, and to be 
healed, inſomuch, that he could no more enter opealy into the City, 
but was in deſart places and prayed. + 

After theſe things was the Feaſt of the Fews, anJ Jeſus went up to 
The lews of- Jeruſalem, where, tor healing 2 man on the Sabboth day, that had 
mote as had an Infirmity thirty eight years, lying at the Pool of Betheſda : 
= rw <> The Fews perſecated Jeſus, and ſought to ſlay him, becafſe he had 
borh dzy. done theſe things on the Sabboth day; Jeſus told them, Ay Fa- 
avg Trang '® ther worketh hitherto, and Iwork z, wherefore the Fews ſought the more 
7 3  tokill him, becauſe he ſaid, that God was his Father ; Jeſus laid, 
The Sow can do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth the Father do, for 
whatſoever he doth, theſe alſo doth the Son z, for the Father loveth the Son, 
and ſheweth him all things that bimſelf doth, and he will ſhew him grea- 
ter things then theſe, that ye may marvel, for the Father judgeth no man 
but hath committed all Iudgment unto the Son, that all men ſhould henour 
the Son, even as they honowr the Father, he that honoureth nt the Sor 

hononreth not the Father that hath ſent him. 
| And it came to pals inthole dayes, that he went into a Mount in 
_ choſerh , tO pray, and contigued in prayer all aight, and when it was day he 
"les Choſe twelve, whom he called Apoſtles, and he came down with 
them, and ftood in the Plain, and -a great multitude coming unto , 
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he went up into aMountain again,and there ſpake.firſt ta his Apoltles, The year 
20d afterwards to the People, exhorting his Diſciples to lowlinels, of Ch-i/f. 
PrONOUNCINg a Bleſſing ro the Poor, and to them that weep now, but —_ 
2 Wo unto them that were Rich,and Full,and unto them that laughed ;jog ro them 
now, for they ſhould mourn and weep ; and that they ſhould love 
their Encmies, and'do good tothem which bate them : And when 
he had ended all hiis Sayings in the Audience of the People, he en- 
tered into Caperninm:, and heals the Centurions Servant that lay ſick 
ready to dye; ard afterward he went from City to @ity Preaching, 
and his Diſciples were with him, and certain Women Miniſtred un- 
to bim : And whileſt he ſpake to the People, it was told him, that 
his Mother and Brethren ſtood withour, deſiring to ſee him, and to 
ſpeak with him, he ar{wered and ſaid, my Mother and Brethren are 
theſe which hear the Word of -God and doit. 

And as Jeſus was going to the Houſe of [4/75 (who fell down ar 
Tcſus his Feer, ard belought him that he would come to his Houle, 
tor he had one only Daughter of about twelve years of Age, and ihe ,, | 
Iy adying ) the Pcople thronged him as he went, and a Woman mari 
hiving, an Iſſue of blood twelve years, which had {pent all her Li- had long Bad 
wing vpon Phyſitians, neither could be healed of any, came behind robe py "7 
him, and touched the Border of his Garment, and jhe was healed, 
and the Daughrer of Fair: now already dead, 1s reſtored to life by 
his ord only, and likewiſc he ſtraightly chargeth that ao man ſhould 
ka w {A 

When he departed thence, two blind men followed him, whoſe He opens the 
Eyes be opencd, {traightly charging, that no man ihoafd know it z Eyes of rn 
as they went ont, behold, they brought unto him a Dumb man Pol- | 
ſefled with a Devil, and when the Devil was caft eur, the Dumb 
ſpeak, and a Multitude marvelled, but the Phariſces Blaſphemed 
and he went round abont all wheir Cities and Villages, teaching and 
healing all their Diſeaſes; and he was moved with compaſſion to- He again ex- 
wards the great multitude, when he ſaw the great Harvelt and the Gaples;t fence 
tew Labourers, and (ſaich to his Diſciples, that they ſhould pray the them forth ts 
Lord that he would fend forth Labourers ; and he ſends torth the ©'®: 
rwelve Apoſtles to Preach the Goſpel. 

He faith to his Diſciples, Wo unto them by whom Offsnces come , 
and he reacheth them, that if thy Brother fin againſt thee, he is to 
be forgiven, 

Lazarm of Bethany was ſick, his Siſters therefore ſends to Jeſus to 
tell him of his ſicknels, aſſoon as he heard that he was fick, hetarries 
to dayes in the place where he was, but afterwards he faith to his Dil- 
Ciples, let us go again into Fudea, who ſay to him, the Fews of late 
{ought to Stone thee, and goeft thou thirher again? Jeſus anſwer- 
ing, faith unto them, Zazarws ſleeperh (ſpeaking of his Death, not 
ot his Sleep) let us go to bim, faith Thomas, that we may dye with 
him ; Jeſus comes nigh unto Bethany, and finds that Lazarimzs had 
been buricd four dayes in the Grave; Martha comes to meet him, 
they eiſcourſe concerning the ReſurreQtion; Mary hearing of it 
comes quickly to him without the Town, where Marth methim, 

whe 
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who ſeeing her weep, Jeſus wept, and comes to the Grave, bidding 
them remove the Stone, and giving thanks to his Father, calls Leza- 


He raiſ:rh up 7-5 Out of his Grave z whereupon many kelicved on him, and ſome 


La? arus. 


He weep; 0= 


ver Jerk/alem. 


He warns his 
Diſciples to 
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nants to bee 
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He waſheth 


going to the Phariſces telling what things Jeſus had done, they 
called therefore a Council, where Caiaph.ss Propheſicd goncerning 
Jeſus, and from that day conſulted together, that they might pur 
him to death, commanding, that if any knew where he was, they 
inould give notice, that they might take him; and at another time the 
Phaxyiſces ſaid, Behold, the whole World is gone after him. 

And Jcfus travelling towards Fernſalem, when he came nigh, ſee- 
ing the City, he wept over it, foretelling the utter DeftruQtion 
cherevf, and being come to /ersſa/em,having ſpoken of the deſolation 
and ruin of it, as he fat on the Mount of Olive, over-againſt the 
Temple, his Diſciples asked him, when theſe thing ſhall be, and 
what thall be the figns of thy coming? to whomhe an[wers atlarge, 
and warns them to Watch, and to be ready, for they know not the 
hour when the Lord will come, and teacheth the ſame thing by the 
Pzrable of the ten'Virgins, as alſ@ by the Parable of the Tallents geli- 
vered to the Servants to Trade withal, ; 

And it came to paſs, when Feſws had finiſhed theſe ſayings, he ſaith to 
h's Diſciples, Te know that after two dayes u the Paſſover, and the Son of 
Man ſhall be betrayed to be crucified, Then they conſulted together 
inthe Palace of the High-Prieſt, that they might kill Jeſus, but they 
faid, not on the Feaſt-day, leaſt there be an uproar among the Peo- 
ple ; then entered Satan into Jud, who offers himſelf, and Co- 
venants to betray him, 

[1 the firſt day of the Unleavened Bread, when the Paſſover was 
ilaia, and in the Evening he cometh wich the twelve, and when they 
had ſat down and eaten, Jeſus ſaid, 1 have greatly deſired to eat this 
Paſſover before 1 ſuffer ; and he further ſaid; One of you (hl Letray 
»:e; and they began to be ſorrowful, and to ſay unto him, one by 
one, IsitI? Heanſwered, 7t is he that dippeth his hand with me in the 
a:b, and to 1ndes, asking, Is it I? He (ſaith, Thow haſt ſaid, 

When Jcſus knew that kis hour was come that he ſhould depart 
out of this World unto the Father, having loved his own which 
were in the World, he loved them unto the end, Jeſus knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
was come from God, and went to God, there being a ſtrife among 
bis Diſciples who ſhould be greateſt, he riſeth afier Supper,and layes 
aſide his Garments, and took a Towel, and girded himſelf ; after thar, 


his Diſcipes he poured Water into a Baſon, and began to waſh the Diſciples Feet , 


Feet, 


Peter (ith, Thou ſhalt never waſh my Feet , Jeſus anſwered: him, 
If Iwaſh thee not, thou haſt no part with me; Pezer ſaith, Not my 
Feet only, but alſo my Hands, and my Head : Atter he had waſhed 
their Feet, and had taken his Garments, and was {«t down again, he 
faid unto them, Know ye what I have done to you, you call me Ma- 
ſer and Lord, andye ſay well; for ſo Iam; if then your Lord and 
Maſter have waſhed your Feet, you ought alſo to wath one anothers 


Feet; for I have given you an Example, that you ſhould do as } ih 
one, 
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done toyou; and {peaking further to his Diſciples, he was trou- The year 
bled in Spirit, and ſaid, One of yon ſhall betray me, they looked one of Chriff. 


upon another, doubting of whom he ſpeak ; one of the Diſciples - 
whom Jeſus loved, lying on Jeſus his Breaft, ſaid; Lord, who as it ? 
Jeſus ſaid, He itis to whom I ſhall give a ftop, afterT have dipped it, 
and he gave it to Fad, and faid to him, What thou doeſt do quick- 
ly, Now when Jud had received the fkop, he went immediately 
out z when he was gone out, Jeſus ſaid, Now 2s the Son of Man Gle- 
rified, and God s Glorified in him; little Children, yet a little while I 
am with you, ye ſhall ſeek me, and as I faid to the Fews, Whither I 


go you cannot come, ſonow I ſay unto you, a New Commandment I He exhorts 
give unto you, That you love one another, as 1 have loved you, by this m9 love 


tball all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if you have love one to anc« 
ther : Peter ſaid, Lord, whither goeſt thou ? Jeſus anſwered, whi- 
ther I go thou canſt not follow me now, but thou ſhalt follow me afterwargs ; 
Peter (aid, Why cannot I follow thee now ? I will lay down my Life 
for thy ſake; ſelus anſwered, The Cock ſhall not crow till thow haſt e- 
nyed me thrice. 

Againſt their ſorrow conceived by them for his death he comforts 
them, ſaying, Let not your hearts be troubled g and that in his Fa- 
thers Houſe were many Manſions; and chat the Comforter, the ho- 
ly Ghoſt ould come, and be their Teacher ; and he exhorts them to 
co abide paticntly the hatred of the World, which hated him, and 
that they ſhould not be offended though Perlecutions attended 
rhem, 

Again, entering into a Garden with his Diſciples, unto whom he 


one another. - 


faid, Pray ye that ye enter not into Temptatien ; fit here till I g@ and He again &x- 
pray yonder, and he took Peter, and the two Sons of Zebedee, with borrs them to 
him, and {aid unto them, Tarry here and watch z and being with- andre rk 
drawn from them about a Stones caſt, he kneeled down and prayed, Temptation. 


ſaying, Father, if thou be willins remove this Cup from me, nevertheleſs 
not my Will, but thine be done , and there appeared an Angel from Hea- 
ven ftrengthening him, then he returns and finds his Diſciples ſleep- 


ing, he reprehends and admoniineth them, and being in aa Agony Chr: 
he prayed more earneſtly, and his ſweat was as 1t were great drops an.Agony. 


of blood; and while he was yet (peaking to his Diſciples, Fd: 
came and betrayed him to the chicf Prieſts, and they took him; and 
he ſaid unto them, This s your bour and Power of Darkneſs , and the 


Diſciples left him, and fled ; ard they bound Feſ#c, and brought him Fader berray'd 


firſt to An»as, who ſent him to Caiph.s the High-Pricft, where were 
all the chief Priefts, Elders and Scribes of the People gathered to- 
gether, then Caiphas asked him concerning his Ditciples, and his 
Doctrine ; Feſws anſwered him, I ſpake openly to the World, ask 
them that heard me; therefore one of the Officers ſtruck him with 
a Staff, to whom he anſwered, If I have well ſpoken, why ſmiteſt 
thou me ? Then all the Council ſought falſe Witneſs againſt kim, 
and found none; atlaft two Witneſſes came, but their Teſtimony 
agreed not ; Caiph.zs then ſaid, anſwereft thou not to what they wit 
neſs againſt thee, but Jeſus held his peace; then he adjured him oe 
I. | (7 
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The year heſhould tell, whether he were the Chriſt, and he anſwered, 1 am z 
of Chriſf wherefore they judged him guilty of death, for this Blaſphemy 6s 
Ther arty they accounted it.) Then they Mocked him, and Spit en him, and 
to him, cruelly beat him with Bufhts, and Staves, and covering his Face, 
they ſaid, Propheſie who ſmote thee z and many other things they re- 
proachfully ſpoke againſt him, 

And they led him bound unto Portias Pilate the Governour, from 
Caiphs, tothe Hall of Judgment, and they began to accuſe kim (ay- 
ing, We found this Man perverting the Nation, and forbidding to 
give Tribute to Ceſar,ſaying, that bimſelf is Chriſt, a King, and when 

The chief . . : 
Priefis accuſe RE Was accuſed of the chiet Prieft and Elders, he anſwered nothing ; 
bim fally. then ſaid Pilate unto him, Heareft thou not how many things they 
Witneſs again thee, but he anſwered him not a word, fo that Pilate 
marvell'd; then ſaid P;/ate,take ye him & judge him according to your 
Law, but they urged, it is not lawful for us to put any man to death 
Pilate then entered into the Judgment-Hall again, and called Jeſus, 
17. 5; eatledbe 30d (aid unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews, Jeſus anſwered, 
Ee Pilgtea Sayeft Fhou this of thy ſelf, or did others tell it thee of me ? Pilate an- 
gain- wered, Am Ia Few? thine own Nation.ane the chief Prieſts have de- 
livered thee unto me, what haſt thou done ? Jeſus anſwered, My 
Kingdom is not of this world ; Pilate therefore {aid unto him, Art thou 
His anſwerto a King then ? Jeſus anſwered, For this cauſe came 1 into the world, that 
ra 1 might bear Witneſs unto the Truth; Pilate ſaid unto him, What is 
Truth ? And when he had faid this, he went out again unto the Fews 
Pilae find;no and ſaid unto them, I find 1n him no fault at all, and they were the 
faultinhim. more fierce, -ſaying, He ſtirreth up the'People, teaching throughout 
all Galilee to this place z Pilate therefore hearing of Galilee, asked, 
if he were a Galilee? and when he knew, that he belonged to He- 
AN rod's Juridiftions, he ſent him ro Herod, who was at Feruſalem in 
Being in 77 thoſe dayes, and when he ſaw Jeſus, he was exceeding glad, bur be- 
rion, he is ſen: ing deceived in his hopes of ſeeing a Mairacle,and not youchſafed any 
apa © antwereither tohim or' the chiet Prieſts and Scribes, vehement- 
ly accuſing him, after Herod had ſet Jeſus at nought and mockes him, 
Here3 ſends. Sexds hins back to Pilate arrayed in « gorgeous Robe ;, and both the Gover- 
bim back. qors were made Friends that ſameday ; 4d Pilate when be had called 
the chief PrieFs, and the Rulers, and the People, faid unto them, 
Pilate woula) Neither I nor Herod find any fault in him, nor any thing worthy of 
bavereleaſed Death, I will therefore Chaſtize him and releaſe him, for the Go- 
— vernor was of neceſſity every Feaft (as the cuſtom was) to deliver to 
the People one Priſoner whom they would, and the Multitude cry- 
ing out aloud, began to deſire that he would do unto them as he had 
ever done; Pilate therefore calling them, ſaid unto them, Ye have 
a cuſtom, that I ſhould releaſe unto you one at the Paſſover ; will ye 
rhe Iews fill therefore that I releaſe unto you the King of the Few» ? Which w1ll 
proſecute their ye, either this man or Barrabas ? For he knew that the chief Prieſts 
+ Sa hag delivercd him for envy, but they ſtirred upthe People that he 
aa ſhould rather deliver Barr4bas unto them : Now he was a-notable 
Thief, who lay bound with them that made InſurreQtion, and for 


- InfurreQtion 
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Inſurre&ion and Murder in the City was Caſt into Priſon, 4nd when The year 
Pilate was ſate down in the Tudgment Seat, his wife ſent uuto him, ſaying, of Chriſt. 
Have nothing to do with the juſt man ; for Thave ſuſſered many things in g7 No 
my Dream by reaſon of him this day ; Pilate therefore ſpake unto them gain. 
again, being willing to releaſe feſus z which of the twain will you _ 
that I relcaſe unto you ? but they all cryed out, ſaying, not him, but "om 
Barrabu, Pilate, therefore an{wering, ſaid unto them, what will 
you that I ſhall do unto him that ye call King of the Fews, and they 
all cryed out again, Crucifie bim ;, Pilate ſaid, but what evil hath he 
done, I find no Cauſe of death in him ? I will therefore Chaftize him 
and let him go, but they cryed more carneftly, Crucifie him, and were 
very inſtant with loud Voices, defiring the ſame ; then Pilate fook Fe- 
ſis and Scourged him, and the Soldiers plated a Crown of Thornes, — ; 
and put it on his Head, andcloathed him with Purple, ſaying, Haile 
King of the Fews , and beat him with ſtaves, Pilate therefore went 
forth again, and ſaid unto them , behold, 1 bring him forth unto you, 
that you may know I find no fault in him, thea Jeſus came forth, 
wearing the Crown of Thorns, and the Robe, and Pilate ſaid unto 
them, behold the man. When the Chicf Priefts and Officers ſaw 
him, they cryecd out, ſaying, Crucifie him, Cracifie him , Pilate (aid, 
take ye him and Crucifie him, for I find no fault in bim ; the Fews 
ſaid he ought to dye, becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God , when _ 
Pilate therefore heard that ſaying, he was the more affraid, and went ow I 
again into the Fudgment Hall, and ſaidtoFeſu, Whence art thou, but , =: onpobgng 
Jeſus gave him no anſwer, then ſaid Pz/ate ſpeakeft thou not unto Hall. 
me, knoweſt thou not that I have Power to Crucihe thee ? Jeſus an- 
ſwered, thou couldeſt have no pawer unleſs it were given thee from 
above, and from thence forth Pilate ſought to releaſe him, but the 
Fews cryed out, then thou art not Ceſars Friend ; when Plate heard 
this, he brought forth Jefus, and fate in the Judgment Seat, in the 
Place, called the Pavement,and it was the Preparation of the Paſſover, 
and about the fixth hour ; then ſaid he unto the Fews, behold your The chief 
King, but they cryed out, Away with him, Away with him, Crucifie Nt wicked 
him, Pilate ſaid unto them,ſhall I Crucifie your King ? Then anſwered *** 
the Chief Prieſts, we haveno King but Ceſar; when Pilate therefore "iow weſdech 
law that he prevailed nothing, but that rather a Tumult was made, os. EP 
he took water, and waſhed his hands before the Multitude, ſaying, 1 
am innocent of the Blood of this juſt Perſon, ſee youto it, and all the 
People anſwered and ſaid, hx Blood be upon us and our Children, then 
willing to content the Multitude , he releaſed unto them B8arre- 
bus, and when he had ſcourged Feſws, he delivered him over to their will, 
that he might be Crucified. 

And the Soldiers of the Governour, when they had led Jeſus 1n- 
tothe Hall,called Pretoriam,they called together the whole Band,and 
when they had ſtripped him, they put upon him a ſcarlet Robe, and 
plated a Crown of thorns, and pur it on his kead, and a Reed inhis ,, : 
right Hand, and bowing the Knee, mocked him, ſaying, hail King of eq corn, © 
the Fews ; and when they had ſpit on him, they took that Reed, and 
ſmote him on the Head ; and when they had mocked hirm they took off 
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The year the Purplefrom him, and put his own Clothes on him, and led him 
of Chriff. out to Crucific him. 
—VYP8 Then Fades which had betrayed him, when he ſaw that he was con- 
demned, repented himſelf, and brought the thirty Pieces of Silver 
Jada; his wick- to the Chiet Prieſts, confeſting his Sia unto them, and caſting the 
—_ Silver Pieces into the Temple, went and hanged himſelf; and the 
— my with them the Porters-field, that the Propheſie might be ful. 
lled. 

And Jeſus came forth carrying his Croſs, but as they were lead- 
ing him, they found one Simon of Cyreen,who came out of the Coun- 
try, whom they took and compelled to carry the Croſs after Jeſus ; 
and there were two Thieves that were led with him, that they might 
be Crucitied, and there followed a great Multitude of People, and 
of Women that Laofented him, to whom he turned and foretold the 
Lamentable-deſtruQtion of Fersſalew; and when they were come 

' into the Place called Calvary, but in the Hebrew Go/gotha, they gave 
unto kim wine mingled. with Mirrbe,. and Yineger mingled with 
Gall, and when he had taſted it, he would not drink it, and they Crs- 
cified him there, (and it was the third hour) and the two Thieves with 
him, one on the right hand, and the other on the left ; and Jeſus 
iaid, Father forgive them, for they know not what they ao ;, 30d Pilate 
wrote a Super(cri tion in Hebrew Greek, and Latine, and putit on the 
Croſs, which at the requeſt ofthe high Prieſt, P:/are would net alter ; 
and after they Crucified him, they parted his Garments into four 
parts to every Souldier that was imployed in the Execution a part, 
caſting lots, and likewiſe upon his Seamleſs Coat, whole it ſhould be, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, and they fitting down, watch- 
ed him there , and the Pcople ſtood beholding him, but they thar 
paſſed by reviled him, wagging their heads, and ſaying, Oh, thou 
that deGroyeſt the Temple, and buildeſt it in three dayes, fave th 
{elf, if thou be the Son of God come down from the Crols ; likewide 
The chief Alſo the chief Prieſt and Rulers, with the People mccking and ſcof- 
Priefts meck Hng, with the Scribes and Elders, {aid among themſelves, he ſaved 
others, himſelf he cannot fave, ifhe be the King of 1ſracl, if that 
Chriſt, the choſen of God, let himcome down from the Crols, and 
we will believe him ; he truſted in God, let him deliver him ; for he 
The Soldiers aid, Iam the $on of God: The Souldiers alſo mocked him, and corm- 
alſo mock him. ing unto him offered him Vineger, ſaying, if thou bethe King of the 
Jews ſave thy ſelf; one of the Thieves ajlo which were crucified with 
kim, continued rayling againſt him, the other being converted, re- 
buked him that rayled, and ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord remember me when 
thou comeſt into thy Kingdom ; to whom Chriſt anſwered, To day 
foals thou be with me in Pargdice ;, and there ſtood by his Croſs the Mo- 
ther of Jeſus, and his Mothers Siſter 2/ary, the Wife of Cleoph zs, and 
Mary Magdalene ; when therefore Jeſus ſaw his Mother, and the Dif- 
ciple whom he loved, ſtanding; he ſaid unto his Mother, behold 
thy Son, and to the Diſcipte, behold thy Mother : And when the 
xth howr was come there w.« darkneſs over all the Land or Country taw- 
fil the nineth havr, and about the ninth honr Feſus cryed with aloud Voice 


__ 
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Eli, Eli, or Eloi, Eloi lamma Sabatthani, and ome that ſtood by The year 
ſaid, that he called £1as ; after this when Jeſus knew that all things By 6 
were accompliſhed, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, ſaid, 7rhirf, 
now there was ſet there a Veſſel fall of Vineger, and they filled a 
Spung with Vineger, and put it upon Iſop or a Reed, and put it to 
his Mouth, ſaying, alſo with reſt, let it be, let us ſeerf Elzes will 
come'to ſave him, and take himdown : But Jeſus when he had re- 
ceived the Vineger, ſaid, /t « finiſhed, and again he cried with a loud 
voice, Father into thy Hands I commend my Spirit, and bowing his The Ceatu- 
head he gave up the Ghoſt. And when the Centurion ſaw that he 7ions Telimo: 
{o cried out, and gave up the Ghoſt, he Gloritied God, ſaying, &ic © 
truely this is a juſt man, truly rbis is the Son of God, 

And behold the vail of the Temple was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom, and the Earth did quake, and the Rocks rent, 
and the Graves were opened, and many Bodies of the Saints which 
ſlept aroſe, and came out of the Graves after his Reſurrection, and 
went into the holy City, and appeared unto many, and the Centu- 
rion, and they thar ſtood over againſt, and thoſe that warched Telus, 
when they ſaw the Exrth- quake, aud the things that were done, 
feared greatly, ſaying, Trwuly,#his w.zs the Son of God ;, and all the peo- 
ple that came together to that ſight, beholding the things that were 
done, {mote their Breſts and returned, and his Aquaiatance, and the 
Women which follwed him from Ga/ilce ſtood afar off, bebolding 
theſe things, among whom were Mery Mazaalenc, and Mary the Mo- 
ther of Fames tho leſs, and Mother of Foſes and Sxlome, who allo 
when he was in G«lz/ze followed him, and Miniftred unto him, there 
were allv many other Women that came up to Fersſs/em with 
him, | 
The Fews therefore, ' that the Bodies ſhould got remain on the 
Croſs on the Sabboth , becauſe it was the preparation (for that Sab- 
both was an High-day) beſought Pi/are, thar their Legs might be 
broken, and that they might be taken away ; the Soulgiers there- 
fore came and brake' the Legs of the two Thieves, but not of Jeſus, 
becauſe he was already dead, but one of the Souldiers with a Spear 
pierced his ſide, and there came out ftrait-way Blood and Water 
and theſe things were ſuffered to be done that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. 

And wh:n Evening was now come, becauſe it was the Preparation, that 
is, the day before the Sebbeth, cometh Joſeph of Arimathea, a Rich man, 
and an honourable Councellor, who alſo looked for the Kingdom of * 
God, agood man, and a juſt, and had not conſented rs the Council ; 
and deed of them, being a Diſciple, bur ſecretly, for fear of the Fews, 1:/epb beggert 
came boldly unto Pilate, and begged the Body of Jeſus, Pilate mar- Ts ns 
velled if he were already dead, and called a Centurion, asked hitn, jar. 
and when he knew it, he gave the Body to Foſeph , there cometh al- 
ſo Nichodemus (which-at the firſt came to Jeſus by night) and brought 
a mixture of Myrrhe and Alogs, about an hundred pound weight , 
they took therefore the Body of Jeſus, ad wound it in a Linnen Cloarh, 
with the Spices, as the manner of the Fews is to bury ; and Foſeph, 
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Jer | when head wrapped him in aclean Lingen Cloth, Jaidit in his own 
by ſ. Sepulchre, which he had hewn ozt of a Rock, whercin'never man 
thus Waylaid; and which was in a Gazxdeg in a place where Jeſus was Cru- 
Jelas his Body. Cified } and Fo/eph roled a great Stone to the door of the Sepulchre, 
and Mary Mazdelewe xo Mary.the Mother of Fo[es, which came with 

him from Ee che d where:tligy had laid him,and fat over againſt 
the:Sepulchre, and they returned,; and prepared Spices and Oynt- 

| ments, ' 40d. reſted ghe Sabboth day; acsording to the commandments, 

Tae Sepulcher the next. day the Phariſtes beſought Plate that he would command 
ton gy the,Sepulchre to be made ſure unul the third day, ſhewing him a rea- 
w49%.:2:P, . ſon, , which when h& had yielded yuio, they went and made the Sepul- 

1 chre ſure, ſealing the Stone and-:ſ{erting a Watch, 

In the end of the Sabboth, or when the Sabboth was now paſt, when it 
dawned towards the firſt day of the week, inthe Morning very early, whiles 
it w * jet dark came Mary Magdelene, and Mary the Mother of James 
and Salo;ye, bringing Spices, which they had bought, that they might 
ſce the Sepulchre, and anouat Jeſus ; and they (aid among themielves, 
who (hall role away the: Stone from. the door for us; and whea the 
Sun was riſen, coming to the $epulehre, they ſaw the ſtone was roled 
away ; for behold- there was-2 great \Earth quake, for the Angel of 
the Lord came down from Heaven, and roled away the Stone, and 
fate upon.it, and they went in and found.not the;Body of the Lord [e- 
ſus, and: it came to pals as'they were much, perplexed thereat, that 
behold two men came to them. in ſhining Raiment, their, Counti- 
nances was as Lightening,and their Garments white as Snow, (Aet- 
thew-and Mark ſpeak, but of one Angel) and'the. Keepers for fear did 
ſhake, and became ag dead men, and when the V/oman were afraid, 
and bowed their faces to the Earth, the Angel ſaid unto them, fear 
not ye, Iknow ye {eck Jeſus which was Crucihed , why (eck ye the 
living among the de: ph e1s not here, he 1s riſen, as he (ſaid; come 
and (ee the place where the Lord was laid, ang remember what he 
ſaid whilc he was yetin Galilee with you, ſaying, the Son of man, 
muſt be delivered into the hands of finfull mea, and ke Crucifed, 

- and the third day riſe again, but go ye quickly,axd tel} his Diſciples, 
and Peter, that he 1s riſen again from the dead,” id behold he goeth 
before you into Ge/ilee,there ſhall ye ſee him ;,, behuld I have told you 
then the Woman remembered the Word: of Jeſus, and they deparied 
quickly out of the Sepulchre with tear, and wonder, and great joy, and 
ran that they might tell his Diſciples, but they ſaid nothing to any 
maa (as they went) for they were afraid, and when the Women told 
theſe things to the Eleven, and to all the reſt, their words ſcem- 
ed-unto them. as idle Tales, but Mary Magdelexe telling Peter, and 
the other Diſciple whom Jeſus loved , they have taken away 
the Lord, and we know not where they have laid him, Peter there- 
fore, and that other Diſciple went out and came' to the Sepul- 
chre, but that other Diſciple out-ran Feter, and came firſt to! the Se- 

ulchre, and when he ſtooped down he {aw- the Linnen Cloathes 
[oa bot went not in ; then came Petey following him,and went into 
the Sepulchre, and ſecth the Linnen Cloathes lie, andi the Napkit 


that 


—— Ct _—— 


> — 


Church and Seed of Gol in all Aves. 43 


*that was about his kead,not lying with the LinnenCloaths, but wrap- The: year 
"ped together ia a place by it (elf; then went in thatother Diſciple,and of Chriſt 
faw, and believed; and Ferer went unto his own home wondering at 
.xvhat was done, for as yet they knew not the Scriptures that he muft | 
Fiſe again fromthe dead, and the Diſciples went unto their own 
home: But Mary Meydelene Rood without at the Sepulchre weeping, 
and whileſt ſhe yet wept, ſhe ſtooped down into the Sepulchre, and 
ſeeth two Angels in white, fitting the one at the head, and the other 
at the feet, where the body of Jetus had lain, who ſaid unto her, #0- 
men why weepeſt thou: (he (aid unto them, Ti bey have taken away my 
Lord, and 1 know not where they have laid hit, and when ſhe had laid Jeſus frſ ap- 
*thus, ſhe turned her (elf back, and ſaw Jetus ſtanding, but knew |= ug 
-not that it was him ; ard Jeſus ſaid unto her, #/hy weepeſt thou? Whom 
ſeekeft thou ? ſhe ſuppoſing him to be the Gardner, aniwered and (aid, 
If thou h:|t born him hence, tell me where thou haft laid him, and I 
will take him away, Jeſus (aithunto her, Tewch. me not, for 1 aw not 
get aſcended to my Father, but go and tell my Brethren, and ſay unto them, 
1 aſcend unto my Father and your Father, unto my God and your Ged 
and the came and told his Diſciples,and thoſe that had been with him, She goes ang 
as they were weeping and mourning, that ſhe had ſeen the Lord, and — Dif 
that he had ſaid theſe things unto her ; but they, when they heard 1 be Diſcs. 
that he was alive, andhad been ſeen of her, believed not : And as p!** believed 
. the Women went from the Sepulchre, that they might tell his Dif- ****" 
ciples, behold Jeſus meets them, and ſpake unto them, ſaying, Be 
not afraid, go ye and tell my Brethren, that I gointo G«lz/ce, there 
ſhall they ſee mie, 
Now when they were going, behold ſome of the Watch came in- 
to the City, and (hewed unto the High-Prieſts all things that were 
done; and when they were aſſembled with the Elders, they took 
Counſel that they ſhould give large Money to the Souldiers,that they 
ſhould ſay, that bis Diſciplescame by night, and ſtole him away 
whileſt they ſlept; and it this comes to the Governors Ears, we 
(fay they) will perſwade him, and ſecure you ; {o they took their 
Money, and did as they were taught ; and this ſaying is commonly 
reported among the Jews to this day. 
And behold two of them went into the Country that ſaxwe day to a Village 
ſixty Furlongs from Feru/alem, called Emmaus , and as they journy- Chriſc appeard 
ed Jeſus went along with them, and they telling what things were 5,79, © tbe 
done 1n thoſe dayes concerning Jeſus of Nezereth, how he was Cru- they ads __ 
cified, and that he roſe again ; Jeſus ſhews them out of the Sciptures, #3 © En- _ 
that it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to enter into his Glory. And Te 
:n the Village when he had taken Bread, and given thanks and brake 
it, and given it unto them, he was known unto them, their Eyes be- 
ing opened ; although he appeared in anorher Form, bur he vaniſh- 
ed ut of their fighr, and they role up that ſame hour, and returned 
to Feruſilem to ths Eleven, and thoſe that were with them, who told 
them,The Lord is rifen indeed and hath appeared wnto Simon; then they 
fold chem what things were done in the way,and how he wi known 
| | of 


—  ————  —— 


y_—-——_wuw_—— D—— 
_ 


4 4 | The Living Teſtimonies of the true 


—_—— —— —— — —— ne ms - —  — — CUTS OI oo —ero_ >——_ — —— 


The year of them in breaking of Bread , but neither believed they them, g«# 
of .Chriſt, mhileſt thty yet ſpake whileſt it was Evening pn the firſt day of the weekythe 
hs a; being ſbut, where the Diſciples wer2 gathered together, for 
gainev his Dif- fear of the Jews, cometh Jeſus himſelf, and Rood in the mideſt of 
ciples. them, and ſaith unto them, Peace be unto you ; but they were terri- 
Me rgoovach hed, and affrighted,: ſuppoſing they had ſcen/a Spiritz bur he up- 
cheir unhelief breaded them with their unbelict and heardneſs of heart, be- 
cauſe they believed not them that had ſeen him ſince he was riſen , 
and he (aid unto them, Why are ye rroubled? See my Hands and my Feet, 
a Spirit hathynot Fleſh and Bones, and he ſhewed them his Hands, 
and his Feet, *and his Side ; and when they believed not for joy and 
wondered, he faid unto them, Have ye bere any meat? and he cat 
a picce of boiled Fiſh ,and an Hony-Ccmb;, and the Diſciples rejoyced 
that they had ſeen the Lord , and he laid unte them, Theſe are the 
words that I ſpake unto you, that all things muſt be June that was writ- 
He overs cheir 7£8 #7 the Lawof Moſes, and inthe Prophets, and in the Plalms of me , 
alerkandiogs then op2ned he their underſtandings, that they might underſtand the 
Scriptures, and ſaid unto them, Thus it is written, and thu it behog- 
veth Chrift te ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the third day, and that 
repentance 4nd remiſſion of fins ſpould be preached in his Name among all 
Nations, and ye are Witzeſſes of theſe things, and behold I ſend the Pro- 
_— them miſe of 3vy Father among you, but tarry ye as Jeruſalem vill ye be endued 
| with Power from on High. He ſaith unto them again, Peace be wato 
Juu, 4s my Father ſent me, ſo ſend1 you, go ye into the World and preach 
the Goſpel ro every Creature ;, he that believeth, aud is Baptized fball be 
ſaved ;, but he that believeth not ſball be damned, and theſe ſigns ſhall fol. 
low them that believe ; inmy Name they (ball caft out Devils, and they ſbal 
ſpta* with new Tongues, they ſhall take up Serpents, and if they drink any 
deadly thing is ſhall not hurt them ; they ſhall lay their hanns on the fick, and 
they jhall recover ; And when he had ſaid thelc things, he breathed on 
them, and ſaid unto them, Receive the boly Ghoſt, whoſe Sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them, and whoſe Sins ye retain they are retained, 
(and thus Jeſus appeared five times ia the very firſt day of his Reſuy- 
retion) but Thowm.#, who is called Dydimms one of the twelve was not 
with them when Jeſus came, and the reft of tke Diſciples telling him, 
we have cen the Lore, he very confidently profeſied he would not 
believe it , about eight dayes after, Thom.s being then together with 
the reſt, Jeſus comes, the doors being ſhut, and ſtands in the mideſt, 
and (aith unto them,Peace be unto you, and aboundaantly ſatisfies Thomas 
his unbelicf, | 
Then the Eleven Diſciples went ifto Galilee unto the Mountain 
that he had appointed them ; and when they ſaw him they worthip- 
ped him, but ſome doubted, and when Jeſus came unto them, he 
ſaid; Al Power is given unto me, both in Heaven and in Earth, go there- 
fore and teach all Nations, Baptizing them, &c. and 1 am with you tothe 
end of the world, Aﬀtcr that, Jeſus was ſcen of above five hundred 
Brethren at once, after chat by James, 1 Cor. 15. 6,7. 
Afterwards Jeſus ſbewed himſelf to his Diſciples again at the Sea at Tibe- 
ri4, 0T at the leaft to ſeven of them, as they were Fiſhing, after ry 
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had fiſhed all night, and caught nothing, in the morning Jes uA- Tear fince 
known to them, ſtands upon the Shore,and bids them caft their Net on Chriſt, 
the right ſide of the Ship, where they took a great Number of Fiſh, "VS 
Laſt of all he appeared. to his Diſciples in Feraſa/em, and led them 
out 25 far as Bethany, and he lift up his Hands, and bleſſed them, and it 
came to paſs, as he bleſſed them, he was parted from them, and car- 
ricd yp into Heaven. 
Hitherto reacheth the Hiſtory of the four Evangeliſts declaring the 
Sufferings of Chriſt ; and now I ſhall give the Reader a ſhort account 
what Foſephus the Jewiſh Hiſtorian 1n his eighteenth Book of Antiquity 
writcth of Fobz the Baptiſt and Chrift ; concerning the Baptif? Cap. 7. 
he ſaith thus, Herod the Tetrarch killed Fohn, Sur-namell the Baptiſt, Foſepbus his 
a moſt excellent man, who ſtirred up the Fews to the ſtudy of Vir- gm" 
tues, eſpecially of Piety and Juſtice, and alſo to the waſhing of Bap- jus. wy 
tiſm, which he ſaid then would be acceptable to God, it not abſtaining 
from ſome one or twoSins,but having their minds firſt purged through 
righteouſneſs,they allo added cleartnels of body : And whereas there 
was great reſort unto him, the Common people being greedy of ſuch 
Doftrine, Herod fearing leaſt the great Autherity of the man ſhould 
raiſe ſome Rebellion, becauſe they ſeemed as though they would de- 
cline nothing to which he adviſed them, thought ir ſafer to take him 
out of the way, before there was any alteration in the State, then ro 
repent t00 late, when the State was once imbroyled ; wherefore he 
Fe ras him to be ſeat Priſoner to Macheras, and then to be pur 
to death, 
Concerning Chrift he ſaith thus, Chap. 45. In the ſame time there 
was a wiſe man (named Feſis) if we may call hima man; he was a 7eſephns his 
worker of miracles,and a Teacher of them that willingly receive the CY 
Tsuth, hehad many both Fews and Gentiles that were his Followers, Chailt 
and was believed to be the Chriſt ; and when P:{ate had crucified him, 
through the envy of our Rulers, nevertheleſs thoſe that loved him 
continued conſtant in their affeQtions, for ke appeared to them alive 
the third day ; the Prophets in their Prophefics foretelling both theſe, 
and many other wonderful things concerning him, and the Chri- 
ftians (from him ſo called) continue to this very day. 
After the Apoftles had ſeen Chriſt,and hadworthipped him, after 
his ReſurreCtion, they returned to Jeruſalem wirh great joy, from the 
mount of 0/ives, which is from thence a Sabboth dayes journey, and 
1n Feruſalezz they abode in an uper Room, and continued with one aC- The ho! 
cord 11 Prayer, with the Women, and Mary his Mother, and his Gboit fell up- 
Brethren ; and they were filled with the holy Ghoft, and begag to 92'2* 420: 
ipeak with Tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance; and many 
received the Truth,and continued ſtedfaitly in the ApoBiles Dottrige 
a: Fellowſhip, and breaking bread from Houſe to Houſe, did eat 
* their Meat with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of Heart, praiſing Ged,and 
having favour with all the people, and the Lord daily added to the c_ that be 
Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, and the multirude of them that belie- Je hear. Q 
ved were of one heart, and one Soul, and there was none among them 
that lacked ; for as many as had Poſſedions of Lands or Houſes ſold 
L them, 
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The year them, and brought the prices, and laid them down art the Apo- 
of Chriſf, ſtles feet, to be diſtributed to the ule of the Poor, in which buſi- 
; nels Barnabas, that is, the Scn of Conſolation, ſhewed the brit Ex- 
ample. . 
By the hands of the Apolitles were many Miracles done among the 
People,and many believed, and were acded to the Lord, 
But the high Priefts and Sadduces that were with him.moved with 
Envy caſt the Apoſtles into Priſon,from whence the night followis 
being freed by an Angel, were commanded to Teach the people bold- 
ly, and without fear, from whence being brought to the Council by 
the advice of Gamalie! a Phariſee, a DcCtor of Law, in much eſteem 
among the People, were delivered frcm death (after they had been 
ſcourged) and letgo; and they went from the Council rejoycing 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer for the Name of Jeſus, and 
they taught daily in the Temple, and the Word of the Lord mcreaſed, 
and the number of the Diſciples multiplyed, | 
Stephen did many wonders and Miracles among the People, and 
ſtoutly defended the Cauſe of Chriſt againſt the Jews of the Synagogue 
cf the Libercines, Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia, 
and of Afia, diſputing with them ; but whea they could not reliſt the 
wiſdom and ſpirit by which he ſpake,they turn to falſe accuſing him, 
and caught him, and brought him before the Courcil, and ſet up falſe 
Witneſſes, who ſhould avouch, that they heard him ſpeak Blaſphe- 
modus words againſt the Temple and the Law. 
Stephen before Aznas the Aigh Prieſt and Council ſhew's, that the 
true worſhip of God was obſerved by Atraham and his Poſterity, be- 
Stplens Te: fore the Temple was built by Solomon ; yea, before Aoſes was born, 
ſrimony of and that Adoſes gives Teſtimony of Chrift, and that the outward 
Cir Ceremonies that were given to their Fathers were to endure but for 
a time: Then he ſnarply reprehends the Fews, becauſe they alwayes 
reſifted the holy Ghoſt, and had wickedly put Chriſt to death, whom 
the Prophets had foretold ſhould come into the World ; now concer- 
ning the death of Stephen, fee it at large in the Teſtimony of the 
Martyrs. Fol 
' Perſecution = - After the death of Stephen there aroſe a great Perſecution againſt 
- 44, aroſe. the whole Church that was at Jeruſalem , in which Saalexceedingly 
raging, made havock of the Church, for having received Authori- 
ty from the chief Prieſts, he not only, when the Saints were put to 
death, gave his voice againſt them, bur alſo he himſelf, entering into 
every Houſe, and taking frum thence both men and Women, bound 
them, and put them in Priſon, and ſome were compelled by denying 
Chrift to Blaſpheme, 
This Pcrſecution diſperſed the Church into divers Countries, but 
I: proves to With great advantage to the Church; for ſome that were diſperſed 
yr Aw. 4 into the Regions of Fudea and Samarix, preached the Goſpel where- 
of urch. 
ſoever they came ; others went to Damaſew, amongſt whom was 
F Ananias, 2 devout man according tothe Law, and one who had 2 
good report among all the Fews who dwelt there, others traveled 


as far as Phenice, Cypris 2nd atnicch, Preaching the word of " © 
| | thole 
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theſe that were diſperſed among the Gerzes, amongit them that The year 
went, tO Samarie was Phitip, who Preached Chriſt there, when the of Chriſt, 
Apoftles at Feruſalem had heard that Sameria had received the Word —V 
of the Lord, they ſent unto them Petey and Fohn, upon whole pray- 
iag for them, and laying their hands on them, they received the 
holy Ghoſt, which S:#wox Mages (who had a long time, bewitched ;;,. Marws 
the People of Samaris with his Sorceries, that gwing heed to him, his wickedaets. 
from the leaſt to the greateſt, they ſaid, he was the great Power of 
God) ſeeing the great ſigns and wonders that were doge by the A- 
poſtles offered them Money, that he alſo might receive the Gift of , 
conferring the holy Ghoſt, whoſe mad impiety Petey ſharply rebu- 1; FP 
king,warns him to repeat of this his Wickedneſs,and to ask pardon of 
God ; who deſircth the Apcftles that they would pray for him to the 
Lord : The Apoftles having cleared themſelves in theſe parts, they 
returned to Fers/alem Preaching the Goſpel in the Villages of Sama- 
ria as they went, | 

Saul yer breathing out threatnings and {laughter againſt the Diſci- 
ples of the Lord, obcains of the High-Prieft Ann and the Council, Sw! breathes 
Letters to the Synagogues of Damaſews, that it he found any that —_— 
were Chriſtians, he thould bring them bound to Feruſalem, that they the Chriſtians 
might be puniſhed, and as he came nigh to Damaſcus at mid-night a 
Light from Heaven above the brigheneſs of the Sun, ſhined round 4- 
bout him, and them that journyed with him, and when they were 
fallen to the Earth, he heard a voice ſpeaking to him in the Hebrew 
Tongue, Sarl, Saul, why Perſecuteft thou me, "tis hard for thee to kick 
azainſt the prices? and when he had ſaid, ho art thou Lord? it was 
anſwered him, 7 am Feſus of Nazareth whom thou Perſecuteſt , but _—m 
riſe, an ſtand u9on thy feet, I have _ unto thee for this purpoſe, 3 
to make thee a Miniſter and a Witneſs both of thoſe things that thou haſt 
ſeen, and thoſe thinys inwhich I will appear unto thee, delivering thee 
from the People, ana from the Gentiles unto whozs now 1 ſevd thee, that 
thou mayeſt ov:n their Eyes and turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan anto God, that they maiy receive remiſſion of ſins, 
anu4 Inheritar ce amon? them that are Sanitificd by Faith that s in me ; and 
when as Sas/, full of fear and trembling, asked further, Lord, wha? _ 
wilt thou have me to do? The Lord ſaid unto him, Riſe, go unto Damal* Theta 
cus, and there it ſhaft be told thee of all things that thou muſt ds ; but” hin 4 Done 
the men that journyed with Saul were ſo amazed that they were <. ' _ 
ſpeechleſs, ſecing indeed a Light, and hearing the ſound of words, 
but neither ſecing Chriſt which ſpake, nor underſtanding any thing 
which he {pake ; S«u/aroſe from the Earth, and being blinded with .. " 
the Glory of the Light, being led by the hand, he comes to Dama'- cirmm — 
cs, and he was three dayes withour fight, and did neither cat or 
drink: Now there was a certain Dilciple, named Azanig , to 
whom the Lord ſpake in a Viſion, Ariſe and go into the Street that ts cal- 
ledStreight, and inquire in the Houſe of Judas, for Saul of Tarſus, for Ananiasis 
behold he prayeth ; (and Saul then ſaw in a Viſion Azanias entering, and —_ wa 
laying his hand on him that he might rgceive his ſight) but Ananias 
anſwered, 
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" Tear fince an{wered, Lord I have heard by many how much evil he hath done unto 
tus thy Saints at Jeruſalemy yea, in thi place he bath Autherity from the 
waits, and chief Priefts to bind all that call xpon thy Name ; and the Lord ſaid un- 

rohim, Go thy way, for he u a choſen Veſſel unto me, to carry my Name 
before the Gentiles, and Kings, and the. Children of Iſrael , for 1 will 
ſhew wnto him how great things be muſt ſuffer for my Name. 
| And Anexias went and entered into the Houle,and laying his hands 
He layes bis . 4X | 
hand on him. On him, ſaid, Brother Saul, tbe Lord Feſws, who appeared unto thee 
in the way as thou cameit, hath ſent me that thow mayeſft receive thy peht, 
His light is 194 be filled with the boly Ghoſt z and ſtrait-way their fell from his Eyes 
reſcaree. þ . . : bs 
as. jt were ſcales, and he received his ſight forth-with. And Ananice 
ſaid, The Cod of our Fathers hath choſen thee that thou [bouldeft kwow his 
will, and ſee that Fuſt One, and ſhouldeft hear the Voice from his Mouth, 
for thou ſhalt be a Witneſs before all men, of thoſe thinos that thou haſ 
heard and ſeen, and now, why tarrieft thou? Ariſe and be Baptized, and 
waſhed from thy Sins, calling 9n the Name of the Lord, and Sayl 
aroſe and was Baptizedz and when he had received meat he was 
ſtreagthened. 
But what was revealed to Saul at Damaſcus that he ſhould do, Luke 
' ſhews not inthe As, but out of thoſe things which in the Epiſtle to 
the Gelatizys, he faith happened unts him immediately after his 
Converſion, it appears that among other things, it was command- 
ed him, that he nl not confer with fleſh and blood, nor return to Jeru- 
ſalem to them that were Apoſtles before bim, but that he. ſhould go for ſome 
time inte Arabia, or places neer Damaſcus, where he ſbould Receive the 
K nowledve of the Goſpet, not being taught of men, but by the Revelation of 
Feſis C rift. 
Saul then returas to Damaſems, and tarries with the Diſciples there 
x few dayes, and ſtrait-way in the Synagogue he Preacheth that Chriſt 
is the Son of God, and they were all amazed who heard theſe things, 
and faid, 7s 8 thi he that defirozed at Jeruſalem thoſe that catted on this 
Name, and came hither for that intext that he might bring them bound unts 
the chief Prieſt ; and Saul increaſed the more in ſtrength, and confoun- 
ded the Few: that dwelt as Dameſcis, teaching that Jelus is the Chriſt ; 
for to the Jews that dwelt at Pamaſcem was the Goſpel firſt preached 
by him. | 
] ribesins being certified by Pilate out of Paleſtine concerning the AF. 
fairs of Chriſt, he'propoleth ro the Senate that Chriſt might be rec- 
koned among the Gods, which the Senate oppoſing, he remaining 
in his Opinion, threatens that it ſhould be dangerous for any to accuſe 5 
Chriſtian, as Tertullian relates, [in Apologetic, (Chap. 5,and 21.) 
and others that follow him, as Esſebi«s in Chronic. and Heftor. 
Eccleſ. lib. 2. 2.] and our 6/das in an Epiſtle of the deſtruftion of 
Brittsix, which being granted ; we may lawfully ſay, that the firſt 
Perſecution, after the Murther of Stephen, that arolc in Fades, ceaſed . 
partly by the Converſion of Sau7, who greatly promoted it, and part- 
ty through the fear of Tiberius. ; 
When 54w7 had preached the Goſpel a long time at Damaſess, the 
Fews took counſel to fill him, and watching the Gates of the City 
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day and night that they might take him and kill him, bur being let Tear ſnct 
down by a rope by night in a Bxskit eſcaped from them, _ Chriſt. 

The tirft three years after his converſion beiag tinithed $ez/ returg, Wy. 
ed to Feruſalem to ies Peter, and abode with him fiiteen dayes, and he 
then aſſaying to j-yn himſelf to the Diſciples, they all were aftraid of 
him, not believing him to be a Diſciple ; but Barzab « took him, and 
brought him to the Apoſtles, viz, Peter, and Fames the Brother of 
the Lord, he declarcd uato them, how he had ſeen the Lord in the 
way, and that he hid ſpokento him, and how he had preached bold- 
ly at Damaſcus in the Name of Jeſus, 

$1ul allo ſpeaks boldly in the Name of Jeſus at Feruſalem, but the 
Jews went about to kill him, Saw being in the Temple prayiag, w 
11 4 Trance, and {aw the Lord ſpeaking unto him, ſaying, Make haſte, 
and get thee quickly out of Jeruſalem, for they will not rec:ive thy Teſt:mo- 
ay of me; to whom he anſwered, Lord, they know that I impriſoned, 
and beat in every Synar02ue thoſe that believedon thee, and when the 
Blood of thy Martyr, tiephen was ſhed, 1alſo w us ſtanding by. and kept 
the Germ:nts of th:m thit k:lea him, and the Lord faid unto him, Go, 

«7d 1 will ſend thee to the Gen'tiles, 

The Brethren at F-ruſa/em brought him to Ceſerea, and ſent him © 2g 
into his own Country of -T«rſ#5, and he came inta the Countries of 
Syrie, and Cilicis, hitherto he was unknown by face to the Churches 
of Fudea; but they heard only that he preacheth the Faith which 
once he deſtroyed, and they glorified God in him, and the Churches 
had reſt throngh all Fudea, and Galilee, and Samaris, and were edified, 
and walking1n th: fear of the Lord, and comfort of the holy Ghoſt, 
were multiplyed. 

About this time King Herod troubled the Church, laying hands gg; 
upon ſume, for contraditing the Inſtitutions and Rites of the Coun- 
try, of which he was a moſt religious obſerver, as Fo[epbius Lib. 19. 

Cap. ult. relates. 

Hz ſl-w James the Brother of Fohz with the Sword, and ſeeing the ey 
death of Fame plealcd the people he caſt Peter into priſon in the dayes foned. —_ 
of Azincas, delivering him to four Quaturnions, that is, ſixteen 
Souldiersto gua'd bim, 1atending atcer the Paſſover to bring him out 
tothe People, bur there were Prayers made daily 10 the Church for He is woun- 
him, and an Angel of the Lord delivered him miraculouſly in the ay cli- 
night, and he weat to the houle of Mary the Mother of Fohs Marcus, 
where many were Congregated, and at Prayer, and telliag them 
that they might certine James the Son of Aiph-.25, and Brother of our 
Lord, and thereſt, of the manner of his deliverance, he went into an- 
other Place, 

Herod bzing fruſtrate of his hope, in his rage commands the Ingo- Herod: rage 2+ 
cent Keepers to be dragg'd to Execution,and he going down toCeſarea ny 5 ud i 
itzyed there z; he was prejudiced in his mind againſt the Syriens and => 
Si4onians, whole Land being not ſufficient to maintaia them, (Eſpe- 
cially in that year of ſcarcity) they were forced to ſcek for themlclves 
ſultentation from Galilee, and other places under H-rods Juriſdiction ; 
they came therefore Unanimouſly ro him , by the mediation of 

M Blaſt ns 
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Tears, ſince Blaſkus the Kings Chamberlain, whom they had made their Friend 

Chriſt,” deſiring Peace of him, aday being appointed, Herod in hjs roy: 

>—VX- . attire, and ſitting before the Tribunal, made a Speech to them , thg 

tas ” People with Acdlamations ſhouting out, *T# the Voice of a God, ang 

and les © wota Man but preſently the Angel of the Lord ſmoete bim, becauſg 
he did not give the Glory to God, and being eaten up of Worms, hg 
gave up the Ghoſt, 

The very ſame Hiſtory Foſephivs Examplifies, ſaying, be bad now 
finiſhed the third year pf his reignthe fourth now beginning] when bg 
came to Cefaria, which was formerly called Stratons-Tower, where he $29: 
lemnized ſome yearly Playes for Czlars health, to which Feſtivity a great 
multitude of Noble Men and vm, pat came together, out of the Province 
on the ſecond day of this Celebrity be goes all attired with his Princely Robes 
richly and curiouſly wrought with Silver, which by the refleTion of the riſing 
Sun yeilding an Angelical or extraordinary Iufture firuck reverence intg 
the Spettators , and preſently ſome wicked Paraſites with acclamations fron 
a far off, ſaluted him God, deſiring him to be propitiom to them, for thaf 
hitherto they had only honored him as « man, but now they ſaw there w.7 
ſomething more in him than humane : This Impious Adulation he neithey 
refuſed nor repelled, he was ſuddenly firuck ts the wery heart ;, afierwards 
his Belly began to torment him more and more grievouſly, mberefore tarne 
ing to his Friends, he (aid, Behold, T who by your appellation am g 
God, am commanded out of this Life, my certain fate giving the Lys 
to your flattery ; and I, who you ſaluted Immortal, am torced tg 
death , but I muſt endure the pleaſure of the Heavens: Having ſpokey 
theſe things, his pain grew worſe and worſe, and preſextly theſe things being 
divulged about the Country, the rumour went, that he was a dying, ard 
in the end his pain laſted in great extremity, aus without intermition 
for five dages ſpace, and ke rhen enced his life, Joleph, Lib, 19, Chap, 
ule, 

_ name is  Aboutthistime S«w/ is alwayes found named by his new name Pau/, 

Peat Paul and Barwebas coming to Atioch, and entering into the Syna- 
gogues, almoſt the whole City came to hear the Word of God , bug 
the Fews ſeeing the multitude, were filled with envy, and coatradiQ. 
cd what Paul (poke, with whoſe Blaſphemies Paul and Barnaba; be: 
;pg grievouſly offended, they left the FewFand preached only to the 
Gentiles who with joy embraced the Golpe}, and the Word of Gcg 
was divulged over that whole Nation , they ſtayed an Artioch a grear 
while, and ſuffered thoſe things which ia his latter Epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians he writes of, to wit, that as at Phwlippy afterwards, (o twice 
elſewhere by the Gexti/es he had been whipped with rods, and recei- 
yed five times four hundred ſtripes from the Jews. 

Certfin Profeflors of the Name of Chriſt of the Set of the Phay;/c25 
came down from Fudes to Antioch, and ſaid, that the Chriftians of the 
Gentiles ought to be Circumciled, and keep the law of 349jes, if they 
would be ſayed, diſturbing the Souls of many ef the Brethren in yr: 
and Ci/icis with their perverſe DoQrine, againſt whom P4/ and 
Barnabas Rtifly oppoſe themiclves, Paw! calls them Brerhrey brought 117 
anewards, Philaſtrius de Hereſ, Cap. 89, and Epiphanius Here{. 28, 


ſay, 


———— 
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ſay, that Ceriathws that arch Heretick was the firft Broacher of this T2475 ſimce 
Opinion, ; . Tt _ 
Paul fourteen years after his going to Feruſalem, undertaken three p11 goes to 
years after his Converſation, goes again to Feru ſalem with $S«rmabas, Ferujalem, | 
being both ſeat from the Church at Antioch with ſome others,that 
they might ask the Judgment of the Apoſtles ana Elders at Fer»ſalen 
(whoſe names thoſe Difturbers had abuſed to bolfter out their Opini- 
0n) concerning the. Controverſie newly riſen, but Paul would not 
compel Tits to be Circumciſed leaſt he ſhould ſeem to give place to 
che falſe Brethren for a moment. 
Peter and Paul had foretold at Rome, that it ſhould come to paſs, 4+; 
that after a little time God would ſend a King that ſhoutd overcome * 
the Fews, and that ſhould lay their City equal with the Ground, 
and ſhould Beſeige them, being pined with hunger and thirſt, and 
then it hould come to pals, that they ſhould eat each other, and con- 
{ume one the other, and at laſt that they ſhould come into their Ene- 
mics hands, and ſhould fee their Wives meſt grievoully Tormented 
intheir ſight, and their Virgins to be Violated and Proftituted, 
their Sons to be torn aſunder, and their little Ones to be daſhed in 
piccesz and to be ſhort, all things to be waſted by Fire and Sword, 
and themſelves forever baniſhed out of their own Land ; and all this 
becaule they exalted themſelves againſt the Son of God ; Laitan, 1b, 4. 
Chap. 21. ; 
On the 29th day of the Moneth call'd Fare, (which laſt day'of that 
Moneth falls tobe within the reign of Neyrs.) Paul was beheaded at 
Rome, as the Records both of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches con- 
firm, whereupon Chryſoſtom undoubredly affirms, that the day of 
his death was more certainly known then that of Alexander himſclt 
[in 2 Cor, Homil, 26.] Dionyſims the Biſhop of the Corinthians affirms 
in an Epiftle to the Romans, that Peter allo ſuftered Martyrdom at the 
ſame time with him [in Euſebius |:b, 2. Hiſtor. Eccleſiaft, Chap. 24.3 
whom alſo Origen relates in the third Tome of his Comentaries up- 
on Geneſis, that at Rome he was Crucified with his head downwards 
(as he had deſired, [Ibid, lib. 3. Hiſt, Chap. 1. 
' Four Years before the Fewiſb War (that was managed by Ye/p2ſian) 
when the City of Feruſ«lem enjoyed both Peace and Plenty one Feſsc, 
the Song of Azans, a Country-man, and one of the common People, 
coming to the Feaſt of Tabernacles, began ſuddainly to cry out, 
A Voice from the Eaſt, a Voice from the weſt, a Voice from the four 2 pegke 
Winds, a Voice againſt Jeruſalem and the Temple, a Voice againſt New jk 
Married Men and women, a Poice againſt all this People , and crying 
thus night and day through all the Streets of the City, ſorne of the 
Nobility -di{daining-any coken-of-adverlity,..took the Fellow and 
[courged him with many ftripes;z but he Fpake nothing ſecretly 
for himſelf, nor unto them that ſcourged lim, but continued ſtill ia 
the ſame Cry ; but the Magiftrates thinking it rather to be ſome Mo- 
tion in him from God, brought him tothe Roman Captain, where 
being beaten till his Bones appeared, he made ns intreaty, but with 
a Weeping Voice, at every ſtroke he laid, Wo, Wo, to Jeruſalem: 
Albinus 
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Yea# ſince Alvinus then asked them, who he was, and where he was born, and 


Chriſt. 
Mes ag 


\ why he ſtill crycd after this manner ? bur he anſwered nothing yer 


he cealed not to bewails the City, till A/6iz« thinking he was mad 
ſuffered him to depart z hecrying thus moft on the Feaſt dayes, and 
that for ſeven years ſpace(or rather fix 45 it is in Phot, Biblioth, Cod. a7.) 
and five Moneths, and yet was neither hoarſe nor weary ; at laſt he 


| was killed by a ftone ſhot out of an Eogine inthe time of the ſeige [J#- 


ſeph. 1th, 9, bel. Chap. 12.) b 

And according to thele,and many other Prophecies concetring the 
deſtruQtion that was to come upon the Jews for the hardneſs of their 
hearts, it accordingly came to paſs; for Cornelius and Swuetoniz relate, 
that there were {ix hundred thouſand of the Fewrs killed in this war 
between /eſpaſian the Emperor and the Fews, but Foſephius, a Few, and 
4 Commute in that war writes, that ten hundred thouſand periſhed 
by Sword and Famine z andof the reſt of the Fews that were diſperſed 
all the World over, and put to death divers wayes, the number 1s 
{aid to be ninty thouſands [ſo Orelims lib. 7. Chap. g.] but I find not the 
number of ſix hundred thouſand of them that were killed InSzetoniws, 
in Foſephius C16. 6, belli, Chap. 17.] the number of Captives is ninty 
ſeven thouſand, but che other aumber, eleven hundred thouſand, is 
ouly the number that periſhed in the ſix months ſeige 1n Ter»ſalem 
and thus did the Lord afflit with Wars and DeſtruQtion theſe Apo- 
ſatized and ſtiff-necked people the = until they were a.ſcattered 
and diſperſed people,as at this day they are throughout the World. 


Sheweth,the corrupt Fruits of the falſe Church, 
and Seed of the Serpent in the time of Apoſta- 
cy, Darkneſs, Contention and Perſecution, got 
up amongſt them called (hrijtians. 


Lthough the Sufferings of the Chriſtians were very great after 
[\ the death of the Apoſtles,for ſome time, and it caanot be deny- 
ed but there was a ſincerity in ſome of the Chriſtian Churches , yet as 
Fohn teftified in his day, he ſaw thetrue Church flee into the Wilder- 
neſs, and the Apoſtle forctold, that there would be a departing from 2. Tim 3. 
the Faith, and Pas/ ſaw the Apoſtacy coming in, in his day, and Apoiles 
ſaid, perillous Tires ſhould come, and that men ſhould be lovers of prophetic of 
themſelves, Covetous, &c, and reprobate concerning the Truth, we Apoſtacy. 
So it was not long after the Apoſtles time before theſe Propheſies 
were fulfiled ; for if the Reader peruſeth this following Diſcourſe, 
he will find a great Decay, and Apoſtacy from-that Lite and Power 
that the Apoſtles werein, and the corrupt Fruits of many of theſe 
called Chriſtians brought torth, manifeſted the great Degeneration 
that was come up2n the Chriſtian Church , for as Ewſebtus writes, 114. Chap 6 
when Perlecution at any time ceaſed then began Rerefie to ipring 
apace among the Chriſtians, until at laſt there was continual Diſcord 
and Conteation, and they broke out into Sets and Opinions, and 
| perſecuted one another about their ſeveral Forms of Faith, and be- 
cams fo far degenerated from the Dottrine of Chriſt which taught to 
Love Enemies, that they became haters of one another, and manifeſt. 
ed tothe World, that they had loſt the bleſſed Love end unity that was 
amongſt the Apoſtles and Brethren of the Chriſtian Church in the 
beginning ; but before a perticular Account be given of that,its necel- 
ſary that the Reader underſtand that the Eſtate of the Chriſtians in 
the firſt Times after the Apoſtles, ' was their moſt ſuffering Times, 
when as yet the Chriſtian Religion was accounted by the Heathen bur 
an upſtart thing, and therefore they preſecured them greatly, as 
may be ſeen at. large in the Teſtimony of the Martyrs hereunto 
annexed, | 9S, 
But through the tenderneſs of Adrian the Emperour,the Chriſtians Cap. 13. A2- 
had ſome intermiſſion from their Sufferings, and they began to be in 79 tencer- 
fome requeſt ; for after A1rians death, Antonius Pius ſucceeding, he Ciriftion. 
continued that peace with the Chriſtians he found begun in Adriazs 
laſt dayes, for which he had the name of Pixs , yet by the peoples 
rumule, without rhe Emperours conſent, ſome were martyred : To 
rhis Emperovur, J=/tiz made an Apology on the behalf of the Chriſti- 
N als, 
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Years ſonce:ans, divers other Supplications were allo made unto. bim, on their be- 
Chriſt. -., . half which Supplications preduced an Eci& from'the Emperor re 
—V>. mitting the Perſecutions againſt the Chriitans, PE 


The Copy of-the Edidt is as followeth, 


® The Emperor Ceſar Marcus Aurelius Antonins Auguſtus Amenicys 
be og Pontifex p5 poder fifteen times Trybune, thrice kr , unto the 
An tmius on Commonalty of Aſs ſendeth greeting ; I know the Gods are careful to 
ns exhats,* diſcloſe hortjul perſons, for they puniſh ſuch as will not worſhip them 
"© more grievouſly then you do them you bring in trouble concerning 
that Opinion which they conceive of you, to be wicked and ungodly 
men, itis their defire in Gods quarrel to dye rather then to live, fo 
that they begameConquerors yeilding their lives unto the death,rather 
then to obey your Edits ; it ſhall teem very neceſſary to admoniſh 
you of the Earth-quakes which have and do happen among us, that 
being therewith moved you may compare our Eſtate with theirs ; 
They have, more confidence towards God then you have, you du- 
. Ting the time of your igqorance dilpiſe other Gods, condemn the Re- 
 ligion of the Immortal God, baniſh the Chriſtians which worſhip 
him, and perſecute them unto death, in the behalf of theſe men ma- 
ny of the Provintials Preſidents have written heretofcre unto our Fa-: 
ther of famous memory, whom he an{wered in writing again, that 
they were no longer co be moleſted, unleſs they had pradtized Trea- 
ſon againſtthe Roman Empire, and many have given notice unto us 
of the ſame matter, whom: we an[wered as our Father did before, 
If any therefore hereafter be found thus buſied in other mens affairs, 
we command, that the Accuſed be abſolute and free, though he bs 
found ſuch a one, I mean faulty, and that the Acculer be grievouſly 
niſhed. 
The Edi& pro- Fa the hearing of the great Aſſembly of Afiz, this Edi wes Por- 
claimgd. claimed at Epheſus : Thus farof Antonus Pius, who was (0 called for 
his gentileand good diſpoſition, of whom at 1s recorded, that this quiet 
Emperor is Life, of alj other Emperors of thoſe tiimcs, dyed the moſt 
quieteſt death, 
NE But Yerds, one of his Succeſlors, was a wicked and crue}{ man, 
hr nc under whom multitudes of Chriftieas ſuffered, as may be ſeen in my 
Teſtimony of the Martyrs,which may givethe Reader a tafte of what 
they endured who were faithful togive a Teſtimony concerning thejs 
Faith, | 
195. About this time the Chrifians began to have a little reſpite and 
They have re neace again from the Heathens Perſecution of them. and having a 
noo” they now began to jangle about the Celebration of 
, peace they now began ro jang r 
EzFer, but though they differed io this Ceremony,they were not yet 
. grown ſo bad as to be out of Charity oae with another, but je{t it as 
an indifferent thing in the Church until the time of YVidor, 
Now this YiFor was fo violent jet upon, upholding the Zo:2u Ne 
termination of his former Predeceilor as unneceſſary. that he wouid 
Excommunicate all the Biſhops and Chuzrchce of 4s, unleſs chey 
| | Gonld 
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would be of his Opinion, had not Jrezess reſtrained him, who Tears fimce 
though he was of - :zFors Opinion concerning the Celebration of Chriſt. 
Eaſter, yet ſeeing Policratus Biſhop of Epheſus, and divers other Bi. —VV? 
tnops of 4ſia, of another Opinion, allegding for their Practice Scrip- 

ture, and Example of other Fathers; therctore rene ftill took off 

the Edg of ſharp Contentions, and ſo the Controverſy remained 9g, 4. 6:6 
free till the time of the Nzceex Council ; *and other DoGrines of impoter. 
Chriſtian . Religion were free till YVi&ors time, which was about two 

hundred years after Chrift, 

About this time was one Phillipius made Preſident of Alexandria, 

who had a Daughter Eugenia, of rare Beauty, who to avoid Marriage ,, an 
with a Pagan, and Heathen Perſecutor, fled from her Father, going mo * 
iy mans Apparel calling her ſelf Eugenics, and for her parts was genia. 
made head of a Society of Chriſtians, where a luftful Matron being 
enamoured with her Beauty, ſuppoſing her to be a man, laboured to 
draw her unto Uncleanneſs with her, but E#geni4 not conſenting, 
this Matron accuſeth Exgenia to have laboured to deflower her 
whereupen the matter was brought before Phillips the Preſident, 
who according to Allegations, being about to condemn her to death; 
Eugenia ſeeing no other evidence would ſerve, diſcovered her ſelf to 
Phillips to be an Innocent Woman, and his Daughter, and ſo wes 
reftored and received of Philipus, who not long atter converted her 
Father to Chriſtianity, who after died alſo a Martyr, and after his 
death Eugenia returning to Reme was allo Martyred. 

Maximinus Periecuted the Chriſtians ſorely, though at times he __ 
would ſeem to be otherwiſe minded the hand of Ged perſued him, Fuſs. fi * 
{o thathe was AfiCted with ſore Diſtempers ; while& the hand of Cap. 14. 
God was on hin, he pondered with himlelf the raſh Interprizes he 
had practiſed againſt the Worlhippers of God ; wherefore returging 
unto himſelf he confeſſed his fins ro God, and gave forth command, 
that with all ſpeed they ſhould ceaſe from Perſecuting the Chri- 

IH4aNs, 

And now the Chriſtians having alittle Eaſe and Liberty, they be- ., Clriftians 
gan togrow 1n favourin the Emperors Courts, and to be imployed came in favou? 
12 the Emperors Palaces, and to be eminent in the managment of #* Cour. 
Publick Aﬀairs, whereby they degenerated from the Natural rule of 
Piety, and after that, one perſued another with open contumely and 
hatred, Biſhops againſt Biſhops, and People againſt People, raiſcd 
Seditions, which raiſed Perſecution againſt them again, for the Shep- 
herds (ſaith the Hiſtorian) praCtiſed Contention and Schiſm among 
themſelves; but theſe Perſecutions ended when Conflantine came to be 
Emperor, who being a Chriftian, and a wile and mighty Prince, 
ffruck all theſe Cruelties and Death under foot, and gave Peace unto 
all, but as Peace and Reſt came, ſtill Diviſions aroſe up amongſt 
them, and when they had Power, they began ro impoſe their 
_ and Forms of werihip one upon another, as the Heathen did to 
them, 

No ſooner were the Heathen Perſecutions laid aſide, but theſe that _, Fel 
had joyntly with-ſtood the force of Heatheniſh Perſecution came now v1.0.” 
ro 
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amorg them, ard ſhamed the Chriſtian Religion. 
Free literty ia Jn the dayes of Corflantize iree Liberty was given to all men to 
lonet ty. 2 Uſe what Religion they pleaſed, as by the particular Cenſtitutions ard 
{antine. © EdiAs may be ſeen at large : So that there was Liberty now of Ccm- 
plzints, and Syncds called to refuit, at leaft take cf} the Oppoſition 
of the ccntrary ; but when that the Emperors ſucceeded, which 
feaned to this or that Party, or Ccnfcſſien ot Faith, cr Opinion, rhen 
jorce of Arms, or carnal Extremities were cxerciſed towards theſe 
who were cf the ccntrary difpoſiticns, Banyl ment , Torments , 
Death. Ard thus:s Religicn beczme Naticnal, 4nd was required 
by Laws of men, and impoſed, fuch were the conſequer.ces of it ; 
for a difference fell out between Cicilianns Biſhop of Carthage, and the 
Euf.lib. zz Bilbops with him, the one ſiding againſt the other in Africa, which 
Cap.i.5, CCcafioned* Conſtantine to ſummon a Synod of Biſhops to meet at Rome, 
for the hearing and reconciling thereof, at which ſomething being 
attempted, and che Judgment given, by the other Party not being 
acquieſſed in, but after the riſing of the Syncd, the difference increa- 
a ſing inſtead of being ended amongft then, a ſecond Syncd he called 
* Perfeats at Orleans in France to the end it might be determined: As aS 
ys RI'Y ght be determine $ a SCOurge 
again and Rebuke unto which Diſſentions, or the Differences that then 
aroſe among the Chriſtians, Tncinius' (who being Emperor, and to- 
gether with Confftantine had wrote, enjoynirg the Liberty of the Chr;- 
ftians) comes forth and fell upon the Chriſt:ans under his Dominion, 
who never did him evi!, praQtifing the ſame things upon them as 
thoſe had done, whom for ſo doing he h2d cut cff; firſt he Baniſhed 
them from his Court, and ſuch as would not Sacrifice, he ſpoiled of 
their Honour and Dignities, commanded r.o Charity to be given to 
them that were in Priſon and in Fetters,no not by their Kindred, over- 
thro wing the Meetings: Places cf the Chriſtiazs to the Ground ; ſome 
of the Biſhops, his Preſidents, cauſed to be Tormented cutting their 
Bodies-into ſmall pieces as Butchers do their Meat, cafting pieces in- 
to the Sea for food for Fiſhes , he revoked ſundry gocd Laws, of the 
Romans, brought in barbarous and cruel Laws, Urjuſt and Unlawful, 
making away Noble and Honeſt Perſonages,whole Youthful and Teft- 
der Wives he delivered to his Servants to be ſhamelully abuled , for | 
theſe things Conſtantine made War againſt him, by which means the 
a Perſeeutions againſt the Chriſtians again ceaſed, and they had 
reſt. 
——— ' Now the Chriſtians came to have Reſt and Peace again, fee what 
and peace Socrates in the Continuation of the Hiſtory faith, concerning the 
pgain. Differences that were among the Chriſtians, and the Conſequences 
thereof. 
Ax ins 
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Arins was the firſt he takes notice of, who hearing Alexander Tears fince 
Biſhop of Alexexaris, intreating ſomewhat more curioully of what Chriſt. 
is called the Trinity in Unity, among the Prieſts that were under hun —V 
ſaid, 
If the Father begot the Son, then had the Sox which was begotten @ begin- 
ning of Eſſence ; hereby it is manifeſt that there was a time whew the Son 
w45 not, and the conſequence to follow neceſſarily that he had his Eſſence of 
nothing. This began a great deal of reaſoning amongſt them. Ar:- 
#5 had his Favourers, both of Biſhops and others, of this his Blaſphe- 
mous Opinior. which beginning at A/exa-drie ſpread it ſelf through- 
out all Ezypt,Libie,and the upper Thebas,and at length paſſed through 
the reſt ot the Cities and Provinces, the ſpeading of this moved 
A'exander, who calling of a Council of many Biſhops deprived Arins, 
and ſuch as fayourcd his Opinion, of the Prieftly order, and after- 
wards writing to the Biſhops throughout the Cities againſt him, 
ſpread the thing further then it was betore, becauſe thoſe unto whom 
the Letters were dire&ed, began to burn among themſelves with 
che ſparks of Contention and Diſcord. 
So the nicety of the Biſhop on-the one hand, and his ſharp procee- 
ding, and writing on the other, gave Occaſion for this little ſpark to 
bura 0ut into a great flame,which made ſore diſtraQtion and diviſions, They fall ine 
and which is no wiſe could come to be quenched, but ran over all as 9m © 
a loarhiome Leprofie, up ag1inkt Biſhop, People againſt People, 
and Synod againſt Synods, doingthe things which the Heathen had 
done t>them, which rended them aſundzr, and cauſcd the Religion 
which the Chriſtians profeſſed to be openly derided by the Heathens 
in the Publick Theatres. 
Conſt art ine was (orely troubled at theſe things, and by a principal -P-.4 con- 
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- © ſ/anime writes 
perſon whom he entirely loved,he wrote both to Alexanier and Arius, tothemhat 05s 


blaming A/exanler for demanding a queſtion of rhe Elders touching <rioncd the 
= . . . » >» difference. 
a cercain place of Scripture z yea, rather (faith his Letter) touching 
2 certain vain piece of a queſtion what every ones Opinion was ; 
And Ariss for unadviſedly blazing abroad, and ſetting a broach, thar 
which chou thouldeſt (ſaith the Emperor) zot at the firſt have conceived, He ſecks an ac- 
ani having congeived it, thou ſbouldeſÞ have paſſed it over with Sil:nce : — 
He wrore {martly to them both, and very reaſonably concerning an ro ths, 
Accomodution, and that union might be again ; exhorting them to 
Pardon each other, but neither of them would hear, he ſummon'd 
a Council at Nice about that, and about the time of Celebrating the 
feaſt of Eaſter, about which there was no (mall controverſie at this 
time alſo , ac which Council three hundred and eighteen Biſhops mer, 
and the Emperor was preſent,cndeavouring to perſwade them to wni- 
ty, where making a Creed, they generally ſubſcribed it, except five 
Biſhops,who admitted not of the Clauſe of one Subſtance with the Fa- 
ther, who thus affirmed, that to be of one Subſtance, which had its 
original of ſomething, either by diviſion, or derivation, or produ- 
ation; by prodution, as a bud out of a root; by derivation, as 
Children of the Parents , by diviſion,as two or three pieces out of one 
piece of Gold, The Son of God by relation was after none of theſe 
O manners 
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Years fince manners, and therefore they (aid, they would not agree to the form 
Chriſt, of Faith confirmed in the Council of Nice z hereupon A4rins was 
Sz not only accurſed, but all his Adherents, and forbad Alexandria, and 
The Emperour by the Emperours EdiR& ſome of the diſſenting Biſhops were exiled . 
baniſheth ſome * The. Decree of this Synod by a ſolemn Epiſtle is ſent unto the 
= Churches throug tout Egpypt,Libia, &c, and Conſtantine writes to ths 
The Cenfure Church at A/exandris,and other places, concerning the matter, where- 
pd —_ in he calls the Cenſureof this Aſſembly , or the Decree of this Synod, 
by 9 Bop: the Sentence of God himſelf z neither doubted he, that ſo great a com- 
ox pany of Bilhops was ſo united and linked together in one Opinion and 
mind, but by the motion and inſtinct of rhe holy Ghoſt ; notwith- 
. ſtanding Sabinns(who was tearmed the Ring-leader of the Macedoniay 
Hereſie) impugned thoſe things, tearming thole that met at Nzce un- 
learned.and doltiſh Idiots. 

So things grow on to 2 height, for the Emperor fayouring the 
racing NxONgelt hde made Decrees and Laws, ſo that there came to be an in- 
for burging A- jJunEtion;and the Emperor commanded,that it any book or work of A- 
1ius his Books» y;us5 could be found, it ſhould be burnt to Aſhes, and that it ſhould be 

death to keep them,and that as ſoon as he was taken his head ſhould be 

frickean off trom his Shoulders ; and thus the conteft grew high, and 

woful wreck came upon Chriſtian Aſſemblies, aithough the E:nperor 

ia his Letters to Arius and Alexander,ho rcaloned contrary to his Ati- 

ons, for writing concerning the unity, he ſaid to them ; wherefore let 

The Emperors Every of you, pardoning each other, like of that which your fellow Mi- 
Judgment con- niſter, not without cauſe exhorteth you unto (as tforefaid) and whar is 
Exmning the ifs that ? That you neither objedt at all,neither anſwer any ObjeCtion thx 
concerneth {uch matters;for ſuch Queſtions as nuzaw or Eccleſgaftical 

Canon neceſſarily defineth, but thefruitleſs concention of Idle brains 
ſetteth abroad, though the excerciſe thereof avail for che ſharping of 

the wit, yet ought we t0 retain them in the inward Cloſer of our 

mind, and not raſhly to broach them in the publick Aſlembly of thg 

vulgar people ; neither unadviſedly to grant the common fort the 

hearing thereof ; for how many be there that can worthily explicate 

and ſuthcicntly ponder the weight of ſo grave, fo 1atricate, fo obſcure 

2 matter, but ifthere be any fuch that perſwaderth himſelf eaſily to 

compaſs and attain unto it z how many parts are there, I beſeech you, 

of the multitude whom he can ſufficiently inſtruft therein, and who 

there who in ſifting out fo curious a Queſtion that can well paſs the 

peril of plunging into Error.z wherefore in {uch Caſes, we mult re- 

frain from verbal Diſputations, left thateither we by reaſon of the 
 3mbecility of our wit eannotexplicateour mind, eitherour Audigors 

when we teach by reaſon of their dull capacity cannot comprehend 

the curous drift of ourPofrise,whereby rhe peopls of neceffity either 

incurreth the danger £icher of blaſphemy, or the pox toning infetion 

diſcord, wherctore both the raſh ObjeAion, and the unagdviſed an- 

ſwer being the cauſs of the Heretical Seit of 1's Ariency Exnminys,and 

as many 25 favour the like folly, ought each one of each other gravy 


| 22-=— wag Fg g 
Ths differeace betwees the Heather 2nd the C briff19ns Was, whe rut 
CL 


CT Err ee 


The Corrupt Fruits of the falſe Church, &c. EE 


— 


— 


—_—— — 


Chriſt, was the Son of God? The difference betwix: the Chriſtians was, 7475 fn,. 
whether the Son of God was Eternal ? and in at this Door entercd _—_ 5M 
the Enemy to make ſhipwrack of the Flock. The Emperor 

Aris being ſent forto Conſtantinople, and coming there, he tram'd _ for A- 
a Recantation at the Emperors demand, whereupon the Emperor Heirams a Re- 
ſends him to Alexandria again , Athanaſius Biſhop of Alexanziria (tor cantation. 
Alexander was dead) refaſer to receive him, Enſebime _—_ of | AS 
Nicomedia writes to Athanaſius, and alſo procures the Emperors Ler- "$18...1.:2, 
ters to command Athaxaps to admit Arius , Athanaſss wrote back Attanaſs s . 
again to the Emperor, That it was not lawtul for ſuch as had made "mio rn 
Shiprack of vheir Faith, and had been held accurſed, after this their by. 
turn and. Converſion to receive their former Diggities ; this vexed 
the Emperor, ſo that he was much diſpleaſed with Athanaſizs, and _ 
wrote ſharply to him,but he refuſed notwithſtanding to receive him ; ;.. 
whereupon fix Biſhops take their oppertunity to left him out of his | 
Bilhoprick ; afterwards by the conlent of all the Biſhops aſſembled jo ag $i 
at Feruſalem to conſecrate the Temple, built by the Emperor, Atha- 
nafirs 18 Exiled. 

The thirtieth Year of Conſfaxtine was expired while theſe thing 
were doing, yet he ſaw no peace among the Chriſtians, Arizs with 
his Cempany returnivg ts Alexandria, they ſet the whole City in 
an uproar, tor they were notonly difturbed with the return of Aris, 
but the Baniſhment of Athanafivss: The Emperor underſtanding the fa nag 
perverſe mind and corrupt purpoſe of Ariz, ſends for him again to gjagain, 
Conſtantinople, to render an account of the Tumult and Sedition he - 
had raiſed afrcth ; the City being divided into two parts, one for the 
Niceen Creed, the other for Arius. Ariss being come to Conſtenti- | 
nople, the Emperor demands of him to ſign the Niceen Creed, he ſub- His jugglevick . 
ſcribes it cheerfully, he puts him to his Oath, heſwares it alſo ; his ** *22® 
juggle(is ſaid to be this)he wrote his own Opinion in a piece of Paper, 
the lame he carries under his Arm ia his Boſom, coming to the Book 
he takes his Oath that ke verily believed as he had written;the Empe- 
ror believing he had dealt plainly, commanded the Biſhop of Coaſt an- 
tinople to receive him ro communion, this was on Saturday (faith the 
Hiſtory) the day afcer he looked to be received by the Church, bur 
fee what happened upon his leud and bold enterprize (ſaith the Hiſto- 
ry) being departed out of the Emperors Hall paſſing through the Ci- 
ty in great pomp coming nigh Coxſtantive's Market, he was ſuddain- 
ly taken with a great lask and faintneſs, and inquiring for a Draughr 
or Jakes, being gotthither, he avoided his Guts and Excrements, | 
and immediately dicth like a Dog (faith the Hiſtory) and the Jakes 
was then to be ſeen {when the Hiſtory was wrote) and the Paſſengers 
were wont as they went by to point their Fingers thereat in retem- 
berance. of rhe miſerable end of A4rizs : Shortly after the Emperor #70. 
died 3 but neither wicks the death of Arivs, nor of Conſtantine was 348» 
there an end of the troubleſome diſcord that was among the Chri/t:- 
ans, for a Council being called by both the Emperors.at Sardis, the Bi- 
ſhops of the Eaff would not cometo the Biſhops of the eff, unleſs 
they would bare Paulus and Athanafins of their company, wo the 

Biſhops 


Soctat Lib, % 
Ca2.,16, 
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Tears face Biſhops of the weſt not brooking the E afern Biſhops, departed, and 
Chriſt . ar Phillipy aCity in Thracis there allembled a private Council, and 

V>. thence-forth openly began to curſe the Creed, condemning the 

Clauſe of one Subſtance, and in writing to ſaw abroad there Opini- 

- , that the Son of God was net of one Subſtance with the Fa- 

ther, | 
The Weſtern Biſhops that conrinued at Sardis, firft condemned 
them which fled from the hearing of their Cauſe, next, depoſed 
from their Dignities the Acculers of Athanafrs,afterwards ratified the 
Creed of the Niceen Council, and abrogated the Heretical Opi- 
nion, which ſaid, that the Son was of : different Subſtance from the 
Father, laſtly, they ſer forth more plainly the Clauſe of one Sub- 
__—_ wrote Letters thercof, and ſent them throughout the whele 
W ori. 

Agd thus things often changed and altered, men having loſt that 
which ſhould give a weighty underſtanding in theſe matters, and go- * 
11g about to make Faiths, and force and compel one another thereto, 
aad alf> to determine-and give Judgment in things beyond their 
reach, being in their fallen Wiſdom, they turned the World upfide 
gown 1n reference to confirmity to their Faith, and brake aſunder the 
Bond of Unity and Concord which once flouriſhed among the true 


Chriſtians, 
Socrat Li. 3. But theſe cruel Diviſions, becauſe of Faith and DoQtriges in Rela- 
Cap. . tion unto God, was not let paſs without rebukes from the Lord , for 


En, FC Perſians Proclaimed Wars againſt the Remwars, and now Conflantine 

on" antine : | 
tres.) tne Emperor dyes, Jwliax#s Succeeds him, who though he was 
Julianu Sus Lrowught up a Chriſtian, yet had a ſecret inclination unto Paganiſm ; 
= who ſet open the Idols, Temples, and Idols Groves, and Satrificed ©. 

.  - to Pictures, andentitled himſclf a High Pricft, | 
The Chr ſa» Tnthe reign of this Fulian, called the Apoſtare, by reaſon of his 
A iaclining to Heatheniſm the Chriſtians ſuffered very deeply and (faith 
the Hiſtory) ſome* were run through wich Swords, ſome brained 
with Clubs, ſome Stoned todeath; fome Strangled with Halters , 
ſome Nailed to Trees, caſting in$heir Teeth the Death of the Croſs , 
one Friend fell upon another ; one Brother ſought anorhers life ; Pa- 
rents put their Children to death ; and to be ſhort. onecut the others 
Throat. This blood and murder the Emperor F#liax ſeemed to be 
troubled at, thinking it might give a ſuddaia ſtart to his ſertlement in 
the Empire;therefore he writes a cruel angry Letter to thoſe of A/cx- 
Cm — #24ris,ſhewing his diſlike of their enterprize. | 
6 bh Shortly after Julian puts forth a Proclamarion, that ſuch as would 
The Chri/tians Not renounce the Chriſtian Faith ſhould Warfare no longer 1n the 
no fighter. Emperoos Palace, but all ſhould prepare to do Sacrifice; that no 
Chrifian ſnould bear Office ia the Common-wealth ; for their Law 
faith he, forbiddeth the uſe of th: Sword unto ſuch as deſerve death, 
and therefore they were not fit ro be Magiſtrates. 

| As a Scourge for Fulian, who undertook theſe Enterprizes againft 
Wars broke * the Chriſtians, Wars brake out againſt him, and conſidering that ma- 


>a ny inconveniences and evils attended Wer, and great fums of Money 
dog bt were 
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were Tequilite, he ſet a great Fine on the Heads of tho'e that would not Tears ſince 
Sacrifice; ſo that the Chriftians were aſſeſſed, and he woneertully en- Chriſt, 
riched himſelf with wonderous heaps of Money unjuſtly exatted ; —TVW 
then did the Gentiles inſult over the Chriſtians, rhe Phyloſophers y, td 
-ſolemnizing their deteftable rights and Ceremonies,making {laughter tb, Chriſtians 
of Infants, ſparing neither Sex, uſing their intrales for South-laying, bY Aſſeiments. 
they taſted of their tender Fleſh ; theſe deteſtable prattices were both 
at Athens and Alexandria, and elle-where. 
At Marais in Phrygia, Amachins the Governor commanded the Tem- 
ple-ro be ſet wide open, and to be cleanſed, and fet himſelfto the 77 
worthipping the Idols, which pricked not a little in Conicience (ſaith 
the Hilkory) the zealuus Chriſtians, wheretore Maſidonins, Theoaulus 
and Tattanss brake in the night-Seaſon into the Temple, threw down The Zeal of 
their Idols, and ſtampt them to powder, at which, w hen the Gover- *wee Chr: ';- 
nor was exceeding wrath, and threatned to execute divers of the Ci- 475% *t: 
tizens; the men aforeſaid preſented themſelves, who were the Au- 
thors thereof,that the guiltleſs of that at night not ſuffer, and chole 
to dye themlelves for the Truth, the Governor commanded them to 
clear themſelves by Sacrifice, threatning ſeverely to puniſh them, if They are pur 
they did ir not; they ſet uwought by his threats, and made themfelyes Ru Tor 
ready to ſuffer, The Governor when he had aſlay'd them with all 
kind of Torments, laſt of all, ſet them on the Grigiron, and cauſed 
tire to be made under, and broiled them to death , who nobly ſaid, 
If thou long, O Amachins, after. broiled meat, turn up the other ſide of Their Zeal ar 
us , leaſt in the eating we ſeem raw unto thee, and the blood run about thy **ir death. 
Teeth, wy 
Fulian being dead, Fowiaxns ſucceeds, who being proclaimed Em- Iulian dyes Jo- 
pzror refuſed the Crown, and being compelled thereto by loud gens 
Speeches, expreſſed himſelf. in that he was a Chriſtian he would not © 
be Emperor where Ethnicks ſhould be his Subjects ; but when they 
cryed with one Yoice, and confeſſed themlielves Chriſtians, he yell- 
ded, and was crowned Emperor; and now peace Cume again to the The Chrigians 
Church, but it was no ſooner come, but the Sedicion began again bare peace a- 
among the Chriſtians, and now the Emperor ſticking faft to the Faith 5%: 
of one Subſtance, the Biſhops who had been exiled for the ſame Faith _ 
he allo reſtored ; the Pazans Temple he ſhut up, and ceaſed their wor- yn rg 
ſhipping Devils, which F#/iaz gave way to, and which they had their larry. | 
hillia, 1n his raign, 
Now weat on the old work of tearing and rendiag one another a- _, 
mong theChri/tians,the Macedonians make a (upplication unto the Em- The Chvttons 
peror, that ſuch as avouch the unlikenels and diffimilitude between fall io Con- 
the Son and the Father ſhould be baniſhed the Church, and themſclves ©2722 382in- 
ſubſtituted in.their Rooms ; the Emperor gave them no anſwer at all, 
but with theſe words ſent them away ; Itcll you truly, I cannot away The Emperor 
with Contention, but ſuch as embrace Unity and Concord I do both i 9ubled ar 
honour and reverence them, which cooled the firy Contention of © 
others. | wx Þ. 
| The Acactazs alſo ſigned a Supplication to the Emperar,, acknow- 
lidgtng the Faith of one Subſtance, the Em peror told chem, .he would 
P 'y not 
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Tears ſince not moleſt any what Faith and Religion {oever they profeſſed; but 
. Chriſt. above all others, that he would hogour and reverence ſuch asſhewed 
> themſelves Peace-makers, and went about to maintain the bond of 
unity and concord, 
An. 335, And Athanaſius being dead, after he had been Biſhop forty and fix 
years, Peter was left bckind to ſucceed him ; the Emperor Jouijanys 
being allo dead, and the Aries coming in favour, Lacins the Arian 
He tes. ant WAS lettled in Alexa#dria, whereupon great Perſecution fellowed jn 
Lucius fac- Egypt, wherein ſame were Impriſoned, ſome Tormented, others 
ceedss Exiled, Peter the Biſhop of Alexandris was Impriſoned); and not lon 
yon after an Edit was proclaimed, by vertue ot which the Religious 
Houles in the Deſart were ſpoiled, thrown down, and cruelly beaten 
' to the Ground, for the armed Souldiers ſetting upon thoſe accounted 
ſilly and unarmed Souls, who would not ſtreach our the hand in thejx 
own defence, were miſerably {lain ; the manner of which Slaughtep 
was ſo lamentable (faith the Record) thar it cannor ſufficiently be Ma- 
nifeſt to the World, and throughout Alexandria and Eeypt there wag 
great Perſecutions to them that maintained the Faith of one Subſtances 
they were brought before the Bar ; they were putin Priſon, they 
were diverſly Tormented and vexed with ſundry Puniſhments, ſet at 
©1p. 19. nought, Scourged, ſpoiled ef their Rayment , fettered ip Priſon, 
cruſhed with Stones, beheaded with bloody Swords, ſhut up in the 
Deſart, covered with Sheep and Goat Skins, deftitute of aid and 
ſuccour, greivouſly afflited, whom the Warld was not worthy tg 
enjoy,nor the Earth to bear fo holy a burthen (faith the Hiſtorian Zuf- 
aus) who is ſaid to be an cyc witneſs, and pertaker with them jn the 
fame Calamity z many wandered (faith he) in many and dangeroug 
ties they were WAYES, They hid themſelves in Mountains, and Caves, and Dens, 
Purto, and hollow Rocks, all which when Zcus had accompliſhed, hg 
nu ty the Captain to baniſh the Fathers and Ring-leaders of 
them, | 
| Inthoſe gdayes theſe ſufferings brought the Chriſtians into a lowly 
a frame and State.leaing a (clf denying life in Defarts and other retired 
humbled by ir. places; the Hiſtorian mentions one of them, by which may be ſ{ecn 
what Principles was amongft the reſt, 

There was, faith he, one Hoſes, who led in the Deſert a Solitary, 
or retired kind of life, and is faid, for his Zeal to Religzon, ang 
conftant Faith, to be famous among them z this Moſes was taken from 

the Wilderneſs and ſent to Hex4na7is, with intent robe made Biſhop g 
and being come to be made Biſhop, he refuſeg to receive orders fregz 
Lucifis; and after this ſort reaſons with him, 1 think my ſelf unwop- 
thy of the Pricſtly order ; yer if is be for the profit of the Common. 
wealth that I be called unto the FunRion; truely rt-ou Lucias ſhalt ne. 
ver lay hand upon'my head, for thy right hand is imbrewed in flaugh- 
ter and blSodſhed ; when Locips (aid again, that it became nor him 
ſo contumecliouſly to reviſe kim, but rather to learn of 'him the pre- 
cepts of Chriſtian Religion ; 24oſes anſwered, Iam not cometo rea. 
ſon of matters of Religion , but ſure T am of 1his, that chy hoxib;s 
pradtice againſt the Brethren prove thee to be unerly void of the true 
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Principles of Chriſtian Religion;for che e7veChriſtians triketh no man, Tears fence 
revileth no man, fiehteth with we man , tor the Servant of God ſhould Chriſt. 
be no Fighter ; but thy deeds in Exiling of ſome, throwing others to "0" 7-4 
wild Beaſts, burning of ſome others, do cry out againſt thee ; yet are 
we ſurer of the things we ſee with oureyes, then of thoſe we hear 
with our ears ; Sv Moſes was brought to a Mountain and made Pricſt 
by ſuch & were exiled ; for now the Wars ceaſed, and the Periecuted 
found ſome comfort. 

But now the Afﬀairs of the Church being quiet from Perſecution, An». 384. 
they began to jangle about their Creeds, and to difference they go Um Þ + 
2ga1n, and falling together by the ears, when a little outward peace . 
from the Emperor {prang in among them, whish was occaſioned by 
forcing their Faith one upon another, this was the diviſion among 
themleives, when there was no diviſion made of them by the Rowan 
Governmeats, and this was thetrade among the Chriftians, ſtriving 
and contending for cach others Biſhopricks, worſe then ſome of the 
Emperors, who were willing many times to leave things tree asto Eb 5: Caps. 
matters of Religion,the manner of the Biſhops at the general Councils 
and Synods being tocleave haiss(as they uſe to fay)at Arguments,and 
they that were moſt curious and ſubtil therein wereaccounted the beſt 
Mafters of Faith, and ſo carryed the matter, not according to the 
Revelation of Truth, butthe ſubtilty of man, through which came 
all this ado and trouble in the World; and that {ide that the Emperor 
took part with, prevailed, and kept the other under , and thus mat- 
ters of Religion began to be guided by pollicy, and to be enforced to 
be believed by the Emperors Sword, or elſe great Perſecution follow- taving alinle 
ed, and now the Chri/tiays were divided into diverſity of Opinions peacezthey fall 
viz. Arians, Novations, Macedonians and Eunomians, one ſevering I af 
himſelf from another,and theſe Schiſms andRents were many(and t6o * @. .._ 
long here to repeat) as it uſual where the Unity of the Spirit is not * fy 
known, in the bond of Peace, where Logick, and Wir, and the Wil- 
dom which is from beneath takes upon it the Determination of 
Truth.  # 

The other chief matters in which they differed, was, concerning 
the time of Oblerving of Eaſter, their Lent, Communion, Dayes of _ | 
Fafting, ſetting of their Altar, Prieſts Marrying, and ſuch like Tram- ,jich they | 

ery. Concerning Esſter,the greater part throughout the lefler 4s, differed. 
ield no diſcord with them thar held the contrary Opinion, until Y&or. 
Biſhop of Rowe, through broiling heat and chollor had excomunicated 
all MF for not believing his Opinion in the ſame ; for which rents 
envycd bitterly by Letter againſt him, and rebuked bim for his fumith 
dealing, and furious rage. 

Though many Councils were called, thiaking thereby to make 
reconctlement in the matter of difference, yer the breach rather grew 
wider, Depoſing and Baniſhing one another for refuſing to ſubje&t to 
the Decrees and Canons of Councils ; ' for they were ſo ftrift that 
they would not admit of the change of one Syllable, avoiding the 
Company, and refafing to communicate with them that were other- 
wile minded, on the other hand,others condemned the Council,and 
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Tears ſince their Decrees, and accuried them, contending -among themſelyes, 
Chriſt, whether Chriſt had one or two Natures ; inſomuch, that all the 
This Bi 6s Churches were,divided into (undry FaCttions, and the Biſhops refu- 
Communicate ſing to communicate one with another. | 
one with ano- And thus the Reader may (ce how far the Chriſtians were degene- 
oy rated from the Lite that the Apoſtles and firſt Chrifrians were in, con- 
teading with and deftroying one another, about their Fggms and 
outward Obſervations, as if they had wholly forgatten the DoQrine 
of the Apoſtles, who wrote after this manner , how turn you again to 
theſe rxeak and teggerly Elements, whereinto ye deſire again tobe tn bon- 
dage ; ye obſerve Dayes ,Moneths,Times and Tears.1 am afraidof you Jett 1 
have beſtowed on you labour in vain, 
399. Yet at this time there were ſome ſincere Pcrſons raiſed up to 
—__ teſtitie againſt the looſneſs and evils the pretended Chriſtians were run 
get, wp into : For Chriſoffome (faith the Hiſtory)was bold and free inrebuking 
OR fin, eſpecially,,in his publick preaching, and for that cauſe was he 
hated of the Clergy z he withitood Gaiz.s, who requeſted of rhe 
Emperor that he might obtain a Temple at Corftantineple for his 
People. a 
664. how this time was John Patriark of Alexandria,who of a hard ſpa- 
ring man, became bountiful in Hoſpitality to the poor, he would 
twice a week fit all the day at his door, to take up matters, and make 
unity where was any variance, he lamented much one day, becauſe 
none came that day to him, as having done no good, but his Deacon 
perſwaded him rather to rejoyce, that he had broughtthe City into 
that good order, that it needed no reconcilement, | 
About this time died Gregory, Biſhop of Rome, in whole time it is 
recorded that the purity of the Eccleſiaſtical DoQtrine was almoſt loſty 
tor it was imbrued and darkned with humane Traditions, for Mon- 
kery began to take root and flouriſh, and many and ſundry ſort of Su- 
perſtitions were daily brought in, and thcre grew horrible and bitter 
darkneſs, yet, faith my Author, the Lord raiſed up ſome good men, 
by gimes; in this Biſhops time there hapned a great Controverſie 
about the Primacy of the Church, for Feh» Biſhop of Conſtantionple, 
_ was declared in the whole Synod of the Greeks Univerlal Patriark, 
_ ..., and Mauritius the, Emperor commanded Gregory to obey therſaid' Pa- 
Grego-Epil.., triark of Conſtantinople; but Gregory would not abide that any Biſhop 
co 94-32 fhould be Univerſal above all thereſt : lt is further (aid of rhis Grege- 
| 71, thathe was the baſcſt of all his Predeceſſors, and the beſt of all his 
Succeſlors, | 
670 Boniface the third being Biſhop of Rowe, Its ſaid, heGid more hurt 
5.12taChrif, 12 ORE Year, then Gregory could do good'in many ; he obtained of 
Miſſes Epiſe, Phoc.zs (the wicked Emperor, who had murthered Manritzus his Ma- 
; —_ - ſter) that he and kis Succefiors in that Sce ſhould have an Univerſal 
OT” Headſhip overall the Churches in Chriſtendom. * 
Andit is obſeryable, that as1inghe time of Comftantine. the Chriſtians 
had more liberty, ſoxhey grew more Ambitious, for chen the Puhops 
began firſt to think on Miters, thas before time thought nothing _o 
| ; UC 
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but to be Martyrs, and pow no leſs will ſatisfie the ambition of the Bi- Tears (cnce 
thop of Rome, but ro bz Head of all other Biſhops. Chriſt, 

The years of Chriſt amounting to a thouſand, Religion was wholy —Wo- 
decayed, to what it was in former times and from the year three 
hundred to that time, many dark [uſtitutions and Ceremonies were 
ſet up.in the Church of the pretended Chriſtians; 1nſemuch, thar it 
became mid-night for darkneſs, and the Popes begaa to draw their 
Swords to War in defence of Peters Keyes. 

And now Hezrry the fourth, Emperour, attends upon Pope Hiale- 
brand with his Wife and Children gi foot at his Palace- Gate, and 
then he is made to ſwear ,unreaſonable ſubjeCtion to the Pope in all 
things,and when all is done, the Pope gives away his Crown to Redulph 
Duke of Swevis with theſe words 


— > m— 


1076. 


The Rock to Peter geve the Diademe, 
Azx4 Peter gives it unto Redulphs Reame. 


The Emperor this while ſitting Quietly at home, and conſidering 
how thc Pope hid wreſted his power,in Ele&ions of Popes, incvſting 
of Prelates, &c. .how he peeled & had poled all Nations by his Legates, 
and ſown diſcord in his Empire, hereupon he requires homage and 
oath of Allegiance of all his Biſhops, and forbids the Popes Legates to 
enter into his Empire, without his ſeading for,and all appeals toRome, 
finally, 1a his Letters he prefixed his Name before the Popes ; here- 
upon the Pope writes a rebuking Letter ro the Emperour ; the Em- 
perour writes back in defence of his doings, an Appologetical Epiſtle ; 
the Pope replies with a Bull of Excommunication ; the Emperor 
makes anſwer to that, with accuſatory Letters, againft the Vilenels, 
Pride, &c. of the Sea of Remez then the Pope writes to the Germain 
Biſhops to work againſt the Empeorur, the Biſhops they write their 
Excuſing of the Emperour, 
This Pope towards the end of his Life (who dyed amideſt theſc 
broyls being choaked with a flye as he was wallting abroad) was wont 
to (ay that there was no more Miſerabte kiad of Life, than to be a 
Pope. 
About this time #ili« the firſt, King of Exg/and, took Jown the 1079. 
Prelates in Temporallities in Emg/aza, for he ordained that they ſhould 
exerciſe no Temporal Authority at all, bur in ſpirituallicies, he rather Y 
raiſed. them, as may be ſeen by a paſſage between A!dred Arch-biſhop 
of York and the King, for at a time upon the repulſe of acertain ſuit 
the Arch biſhop in great diſcontentment offered to depart, when the 
King in awe of his diſpleaſure fell down at his Feet, deſired pardon, 
and promiſed to grant his Suit : The King all this while being down 
at the Arch-Bifhops feet, the noble men that were preſent, put him 
in mind, that he ſhould cauſe che King to riſe; nay, faid the Arch- 
Biſhop, let him alone,let him find what it is to anger Saint Peter, and 
as by this Story we ſe the inſulting pride of a Prelate in thoſe __ SIN 
Q a 
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Years ſince ſo by another we may ſee the equivocating falſchood of a Prelate at 


Chriſt. 
WAYY 
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that time; for S:igaxd Arch-Bilhop of Canterbury would often ſwear 
he had not one Penny upon the Earth ,when under theEarth it was af- 
terward fourd he had hidden great Treaſures, 

About this time #il5am the ſecond King of Exg/andclaimed the 
making of Biſhops to be his right, and forbad ' Appeals and Enter- 
courſe to Rome ; For Appeals had been ſeldom nuſed,rell A»ſe/m in this 
Kings raiga Appealed to the Pope, upon whole complaint, the Pope 
was about to Excommunicate the King, bur having a little before 
Excommunicated the Emperor Henry the fourth, be torbore at that 
time todo it, leaſt by making Excommunication common, he ſhould 
make it be {lighted ; at this time great Contention aroſe between the 
King, and Arch-Bithop A»ſelm, and Anſelm not yeilding to the King 
in any Point Perjudicial to the Popes Authority,nor the King yeilding 
to 4»ſelm in any point prejudicial to his own Prerogative, the Con- 
tention continued long and hot, Anſelm often threatning his going to 
Rome,the King told him plainly, he would not thruſt him out of ths 
Realm, but if he would go withont his leave, he would then keep 
him out during his - que z and beſides he ſhould carry nothing out 
of the Realm with him , yet Azſe/m ventured it, and the King per- 
formed itz for William War/ſwaft, was ſent to rifle him in his ralins 
at Sea of all he had, neither was he ſuffered to return as long as ths 
King lived, during all which time the King took all the profits of his 
Arch-Bithoprick to his own uſe. 

At this time Herry the firſt, Leing King of Eng/and, at his firſt com- 
ing to the Crown he forbore his claim to the inveſtitures of Biſhops, 
but after he had been King ſome time, he claimed that both to inveſt 
Biſhops, and to allow or hinder Appeals to Rome belonged to him, 
In theſe Az=ſe/m Arch Biſhop of Canterbury, who was now returned 
inte Ene/end, oppoſed him, affirming, that both of them belonged to 
the Pope ; the contention at laſt was brought to the Pc pe, to whom 
King Hemry ſeat william warleftwaſt, Eleft Biſhop of Exeter , who, 
ſaying to the Pope, that his Maſter would nor for the Crown of 
bis Realm looſe the Authority of inveſting his Prelates, The Pops 
ſtarted up, and anſwered, acither will I looſe the diſpoſing of ſpri- 
tual Promotions in Eng/ana for tlic Kings head that wears the Crown, 
before God, I avow it; ſo the Contentioa grew long, and bot, and 
many Meſſengers were ſent to and froaboutit ; the Concluſion Was, 
that the King ſhould receive homage of the Biſhop Ele, but ſhouſd 
not inveſt them by StaFand Ring, to which the King ſaid nothiog for 
chs preſcat , but forbore not to doit nevertheleſs , for five years af- 
ter the death of Anſe/m, Raiph Biſhop of Rocheſter, was by the King 
made Arch-Biſhop of Camterbury ; notwithRRanding all the Popes 
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At this rime there being two Popes choſen at one time made a great 
Schiſm and Tumult, che Emperor to quiet them,ſent for them to op- 
pear before him, A/exender bring aae that was choſen, ſcorns the mus 
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tion,/ior doth appear ; him theretore the Emperor aids to the City? Years fince 
and ſettles him to be Pope 3 Alexander flyes to France and Venice, and Chriſt. ; 
requires aid againſt rhe Emperor,at laſt the Emperor was fain ro ſub- —Vo* 
mit to the Pope,who putting his foot upon the Emperors Neck, ſpake 

theſe words, Thou ſhalt walk npen the Adders and Baſolicks,end ſhalt tread ; 

down the Lyon and Dragon, mean while, the Emperor ſpeaking tothe 

Pope from under his-toot,aot to thee, but to Peter ; the Pope an[wers, 

both to me, and to Peter: Thus the Emperor having ſubjected him- 

ſeif, promiſing to take Alexander for the true Pope, and to reſtore all 

that he had taken from Rowe, departcd. 

Henry, Emperor is crowned (on condition of reſtoring many things 
to St Peter, pretended by the Pope to have been taken away) the 
Pope holding the Crown between his feet, and ſo the Emperor 
ſtoops with his head to take it on, the Pope immediately with his 
foot ſtrikes it off again, intimating his power to depoſe him, zs well 
as Crown him) the Cardinals taking up the Crown, thus kicked of, 
puts it 0n again, a 

About the year 1216: after the death of Haber? Arch-Biſhop of Car- 
rerbury, the Mot ks of that Covent, ſecretly in the night, cleQed one 
Reginald their Sub-prior to ſucceed him, and caufed him to go to Rome 
for confirmation ; but afrerward doubting how the King would take 
it, being done without his Knowledge, they crave leave of King Fob: 
to choſe a tt man ; the King 1s: content to allow them the EleRion, 
but requires himſelfto have the nomination, and thereupon com- 
mends unto them Fohx Gray, Biſhop of Norwich, whom he ſpecially 
favoured,and accordingly the Monks Ble& him but the matter being 
afterward referred to the Pope which of theſe EleQions ſhould ſtand 
good, after many Allegations on both ſides, the Pope to ſhew him- 
{elf indifferent to both, difallows them both, and nominates a third 
man, one Stephen Laxgton, an Zngliſh-man, a Cardinal,the Monks ad- 
mit him, but the Kiog oppoſes it the Conteſt grew hot, but at firſt 
the King gave the Pope as good as he brought, for as the Pope threat- 
ned the King to Excommunicate him, and to interdi& rhe Kingdom 
{o che King threatned the Pope to nullifie his Authority, agd to ba- 
nith the Clergy men out of the Realm, as the Pope ated as much as 
he threatned(for he interdited the Kingdom, So the King performed 
as much as he had ſpoken , for he drove the Monks our of the Cloy- 
{ters,yet at laſt when the Popes Legate,came into Exg/and,he told tha 
King in what great danger he ſtood, firſt, of the King of Fraxce by in- 
vaſion,and then of his own SubjeQs by Rebellion, forboth which there 
was no other help,but reconcilement with the Pope ; this ſo touched 
him to the quick, that he made him leave his great words and fall to 
ask him forgiveneſs ; ſoas taking off his Crown from his headhe laid 
it down at the Legates feet, to be diſpoſed of as the Pope ſhould pleale, 
and the Legate ftuck not to take up his Crown, and to keep it three 
or:four dayes in his hands before he reftored it z and did not then nei- 
ther, but upon Condition that he and his Succeſſors ſhould hold the 
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Tears ſince Kingdom of the See of Rowe, at the Annual Tribute of a Thouſand 

Chriſt. Marks, | 

—V> This King Fob» was ſhortly after (as it is Recorded) poyſoned b 
one Simon a Monk, whe being abſolved of his Abbot before bebe, 
for doing this faCt ao accomptiſh his Deſign, he finds a Toad in 
the Garden, and pricks him with a Pen-Knife until he had made him 
vomir up all his Poyion, which he having conveyed into a Cup of 
Wine, began to the Kirg with a ſmiling courtinance, ſpeaking theſe 
words, {f it ſhall plesſe your Princely Majeſty, here is ſuch a Cup of Wing, 
as jou never arank a better ; 1turſt this waſſel ſhall make all England 
glad: The King having drunk, and anon being ill, enquired for $4. 
»en the Monk, to whom ſome anſwered, that he was departed thig 
life (for his Guts guihed our of his Belly) the King replyed, theg 
God have mercy on my Soul, and ſohe dyed, much repenting of 
his former life. 

Abour this time ſeveral perſons were ſtirred up by the Lord t6 
declare againſt the Pope, as an Heretick. and were by him cog. 
demned for their Pains, VIZ. Arxoldus, Fohannes, Semecas, Gulielmys 
ae Santo amorie, Gallus, and Greſthead, great Writers againſt the Popes 
Decrees, giving many ſigns of falſe Teachers ; of whom {ce more 
in my Teſtimonies of the Martyrs. 

The Pope being at odds with the Emperor Fredrick the ſecond, 
would not at any hand be reconciled. though theKing of France ſtrong 
ly interceed, and the Emperor himſelf cleared himliclf of all imputa- 
tion, and offered full ſaitsfaQtion for all pretended wrengs, and to 
out of his Empire (if the Pope would not endure him chere) to the 
holy Land, never to return into Exrepe again, fo as his Son Hepry, 
Nephew to King Henry of England might ſucceed him, with offer'of 
other moſt reaſenable conditions + Theſe Oppoſitions of the Pops 
againſt Chriſtia» Emperours ang Kings, gave the Turks great advan- 
tage of prevailing againſt thoſe called Chrift;avs, and the grand Cauſe 
that God did not proſper the Chriſt:ans in their wars 1n the holy-Lard 
was imputed to the Chriffians adhering to their Mafles and other 
Superſtitions, | 


And thus having | es a brief Relation of the moſt material Paſ- 
fages inthe Aﬀairsof the pretended Chriſtian Church, till this time 
I ſhall now Proceed to give a Diſcovery of the beginning and pro- 
ccedings of the Monks, Fryars and Feſuites, who now began to ſwarm 


in the Apoſtized Church of the Papifts. 


We read that many Religious men heretofore contemning the 
World, and ali the Pomp, Pride and Vanity thereef, withdrew 
themſelves into the Wilderneſs, and Deſart places, in $5744, Eg9pr, 
and other Countries, it being in the time of great Perſecution, rg 
the end they might the better(being not troubled in the worldly cares 
and incumbraace) beſtow their time in reading the Scriptures, Fa- 
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ſting, Praying, Mzditating and ſuch divine Exerciſes, whereof Pas/, Tears. ſince 
ſicaamed the firft Hermit, Azthony, Hilarion, Baſil and Ferome were os (OY 
the firſt and chiefeſt among the Chriſtians, who for rheir Sa1ctity of — 
Life were in thoie dayes had in great Honour , for then this kiad 
of life was ſimple and free, and not Bound or Tyed to Unlawful 
Vows and Ridiculous C:remonies,as afterwards came to be obſerved 
by ſach as wers called Monks and Fryars ; their Habit was then 
ham:ly, and yet decent, as every man beſt plealed to wear, neither 
were. they baund to abide or remiia in any one particular place, nor 
tycd to one kind of life by Vow, but free to ltay there where they 
liked beſt, or to gointo any City or Country where they would, at 
their own pleaſure; they ſought out the moſt Deſart place as they 
could fiad, that is ia the Wilderneſs, working with their hands, and 
getting their liviag with the ſweat of their Brows, gave a ſingular 
good Example to all men to live Yirtwouſly and Godly,inftruCting their 
Families, and others thar reſorted unto them, to lead a godly and 
Chriſtian Life z and were admired and honoured of all good mea for 
their DoArine, Inregrity of Life, and godly zeal; for as'yet (ſaith 
the Hiſtory) the Chriſtians had but one Law, and one Religion, which 
afterwards fell out otherwiſe, to the Grief and Sorrow of the Up- 
right Ong Ren, to ſee what Rents and Diviſions, SefQs and Fafti. 
ons, Superttitions and Ceremonies were brought in amongft chem, 
although g20d ſtirciags there might be amang(t theſe that lived this 
Yivate life, 
F Their Succeffors and Imitators were far unlike them,for the words 
of Phils, cited by Euſebius are theſe, Now let owr Monks, ſaith he, who 
live like Kin1s, who ſwim in ol manner of delights «nd pl-iſures, who 
affeF mthing more then Promotion 414 Honour, and whoſe chiefeſt care and 
uldy is to gather wealth and to hoord up Gold, Silver &c, 

About this tim feveral Sets of Monks began to ſpread forth out 
of the Order of BenediFw, their Habit was to wear 3 black looſe 
C2at of Stuff, reaching dowa to their heels, with a Cowle or Hood 
to cover th:ir bald Pates, which hangs dowa to their Shoulders, and 
under thit Coat another white Habit as large as the former ; the 
ſhave the huirs of their heads, except one little round Circle, whic 
they leave round about their heads, which they call Corone; they are 
bound to abſtain from Fleſh, unleſs it bz whea they are ſick : Theſe 
Beneditine Monks would have the World believe, that they are godly 
and religious men, and would not be raaked with the Jeluites, who 
were States m2n, for they (poor Monks) meddle not with matters 
of State, or with Kings AFﬀairs; but for all their counterfeit holineſs, 
an Exzliſh Benediftine Monk of Swinſted Abby, Poyſoned King Fohs, 
as 18 before related, for the which fat ke was & {till is highly honour- 
cd by all Pepiſt in general; and one ſaith on him thus, Kegems perimere 
gh ratus eff, he thought it a meritorious deed for to kill the 

ng. | 

Abaut this time b:gan to peep out another Seft of Monks, called 1047, 
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Years fince Montelinetences, at the time when there were three ſeveral Popes living, 

Chriſt, - Who troubled all Chriſtesdom for their Papacy, the Inftitutor of this 

>V>" Family of Monks, was one Bernardi Prolomens ; they lived at the 
hrſt at Sienna in taly, but afterwards ( having gathered their 
Crumbs together) they built an Abby on the top of a hill nor far 
from thence, they wear a white Habit, this Family was approved by 
Pope Gregory the twelfth. 

The Betblemite Fryars began 1257. their firſt dwelling was at Cane 
bridze, and their Habit was like the Dominican Fryars, ſaving that 
theſe did wear a Star in their Breaſt, wrovght upon their Habit in 
memorial of the Star that did appear at the time that Chriſt was born 

 .. at Beihlehes; There was, faith the Hiſtory, ſo many Sets of Monks, 
—_— * Fryars and N#7s, at this time upon: a ſuddain ftarted up in Eaxgland, 
that the Common--wealth was fo oppreſſed and exhauſted by 
them, that it was not able to fatisfie their exorbitant and greedy 
deſires, - ' 
1170. The Monks, called Premenſtratexſes, deſcended down from Heaven 
» Bruſciws T. (as they themſelves brag).ia the Biſhopwrick of Lodap at a place which 
TOR: they call Premonſiratams, the Author of this order was Northbertus, a 
Prieſt born in Lorrsiz, who patcht up an order,or rule,for his New-be- 
gotten Monks out of 4 fines rule, which was afterwards approved 
and confirmed by Pope,Calixtys the ſecond, they wear a long white 
Cloath Coat, open before, and a Lynnen Surplice over, and over that 
along white Cloak, a Corner Cap or Hat (when rhey go abroad) of 
the ſame colour, and underaeath all Dublets, Breeches, Linnen-Shirts, 
Shoes and white Stokins z theſe Monks have Lands and Revenues to 
maintain themſelves, and are Rich whereſoever they live z this 
Set began about the year 1170. and had Abbyes in Exg/and, but 
at this time I hope there is not one Exg/:/ man of that Sect. 

Aboutthis time appeared firft in Eng/azd, the Order of Crutch- 
ed-Fryars,this order is more Antient then all the former Orders.it the 
Reader will believe them, for they ſay that C/ztus, Peters Piſciple, 
and the third Biſhop of Roxze after him, was warned by an Angel to 
build for him an Houſe te entertain all thoſe that fled thither for the 
Chriſtian Religion ſake, which he'with all ſpeed performed, fo that 
in a ſhort time many godly men repaired thither, and were entertain- 
ed, who for many years after bare a Croſs in their hands, in memort- 
al of the Death of Chrif, A'thing unlike to, be true, that Clitms 

ſhould be warned by a Aogel to build an Houſe for a company. of 

lazy Fryars to entertain all thoſe that fled to Roe for the Chriffizn 

Refipicn ſake, whereas the very names of Monks or Fryars was net 

then, or many hundred years after, either known or heard of in the 

Church of God, and withal the Perſecution was then fo great 1n 

Match, Weſt; Rowe that the Saints themſelves were conſtrained to forſake the ay . 
Monat. © and therefore it is not creditable that Chriſtians ſhould fly thither for 
_ relief, ' Pope Pim commanded theſe Fryars- to wear a Sky-coloured 
Habit, but now this Order wears a Croſs of red Cloath or Scarlet 
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fixed to their Habit on their Breaſt, and wear black ; theſe Fryars do Tears finc? 


likewiſe live by their Lands and Revenues, they hid.a Monattery —_ . 


heretofore at Tower-hifl, which is now put to a better vſe, being built 
up into Tenements, 5 
Ia the tims of Pope 7ancent the third, the Trinitarian Fryars be- 
gan to ſh2w themſelves to the World, one F-hannes Matts, and one 
Felix Anchorita, who lived a Solitary life in France, were warned in 
their {leep (as they report) to repair to Rome to the Pope, and to 
ſeck'for a place of him to build a Cloiſter z agd this Pope (as they ſay) 
was warned in a Viſion to entertain them, which he did, and ordain- 
ed that they ſhould wear a white Habit, with a red, and Sky-coloured 
Croſs, wrought on their Breaſt in the ſame, their charge was to go and 
gather Money to redeem Chriſtians, that were Captives under the 
Turks, and were called Monks of the Redemption of Captives, but 
inſtead of Redeeming Captives, they purchaſed Lands with the Mos 
ney they gathered ; 1o that the Caprives, if they had nv reward from 
Chriſt, for ſuſtering for his ſake, they were like to have no Redemp- 
tion from theſe Fryars, 


Bridzet of Sweethland being a Widdow did inſtitute an Order of — 


Fryars and Nuns, and coming her ſelf to Rome, obtained of Pope Polydor l,z, 
{Urban the fifth, a Confirmation of the ſame Order or Inftitution, © + - 


that both Sex ſhould live together in one Cloiſter having a Wall be; 
tween them, and that the Nuns ſhould lie ia the apparel Cilibers 
and the Fryars underneath them, 

The next is the Xinorite Fryars, they wear a moriſh-coloured Has 
bit, and nevor eat Fleſh, Butter or Cheeſe, but feed on the beſt Fiſh 
and Oyle, the fineſt Bread, and pureſt Wine, the beſt Spices, Fruit, 
Herbs and Roots that they can buy for their Money ; they had 


a Cloiſter builc for them at Barkbamſted in England in the Year | 


1257. 


Cloath dowa to their heels, all looſe, with a Cowle or Hood, of the 


ſame, when they are in their Cloiſters, but when they go abroad, + 


they wear another black Coat over the other, with another Cowle g 
both their Coats are then bound cloſe ta their Bodies, with a broad 
leather Girdle or Relt, which Girdle is a vezy holy thing (if they 
may be believed)for they call it Saint Asſtizs Girdle, and many Lame 
people do wear it for purg devotion ſake, looking upon it to have 
ſome ſingular Virtue in it ;” this leather Belt is given to none but thoſe 
that are ſpecial good BenefaQors, and ſuch as pay dfarly for it, which 
brings them in ao ſmall benefit. } + * h 
The next is the Carmelite Fryars, their firft appearance inthe word 
was in the yerr 1270. that is, Fryars of the Ocder of the bleſſed 
Virgin M:ry, of Mount Carmel; at firft they were ordained: to wear 
2 party-coloured Habit,white and red,made ia the form of s maen,the 


which they then dreamed to be like unto that which E{;4 did uſe to . 
wear ; but afterwards Pope Henerins forbid them to weas that Habit} 


: 45 


The Menaicant or Begging Fryars do wear ang white Coat of | 
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Yeers ſince as being not well befitting their Profeſſion , and therefore a black leng 


Chriſt. 
WR 


Maphaus in-+ 
vith ignar, * 
R-!ler in \1 
t .hronolog. 


erm Valder- 
413e pag- I9, 


habit anda Cowle was given them, and over that a long white Robe 

or Cloak, as beft agreeing with Virginity, yn 
Another ſort is the Franciſcan, or Gray Fryars, of whom it 1s laid, 

They would not touch any Money, and made a ſhow, as if they ab. 


- Qained from all Fleſh, anddid eat nothing but raw Herbs and Roots, 


and did wear Wooden Clogs inſtead of Shoes, railing againſt other 
Fryars,who Poſſeſſed Money,and cat Meat, wore Shges and Stokings, 
&c. Bur theſe did not long perſevere in this Auſtere life, but their 
delight was to fare delitiouſly, and to cram their Guts with the beft 
Dainties, | | 

Thers is a fort of theſe Franciſeans, called Pexitent iarian, theſe 
wear no Linnen, as they ſay, neither Doublet, Breeches nor Hoſe, but 
only a little pair of Linnea Drawers to favetheir skin from their 
courſe habit ; inſtead of Shoes, they wear wooden Clogs, which aro 
under their Feet, bound over with Leather Straps, their habit is 
made of'a very courſe Cloath, and clofe E<fore, reaching down to 
their heels, with a Cowle cloſe to their head made of the ſame, and 
alſo a gray Rope made of hair, full of knots, inftead of a Girdle 
about their Loynes ; they never ride, but go a foot , when they travel 
they have a great pair of wooden Beads, with a wooden Crofs tyed 


to their Girdles before them : If theſe Franciſcan Fryars may be be. 


Heved, they ſay, All that they wear about them is holy, yea, all that 
they cat, drink or touch, is SanQtified z their greey Cowle, Habit, 
Sendals, and eſpecially their knotty Girales, they fay, hath many Vir. 
tues, and therefore they have no ſmall profit from the Lay-people 
that they may wear them; concerning theſe Fryars Habits one wroto 


theſe Yerlry as followeth , 


The knotty Rope, Feet tare , deceitful Comle, 
Bring baye Foot Fryars into Hell to howle. 

The knotty Rope that binds that Slovens Coat, 
were'better uſed being tyed about his Throat, 


The Original or beginning of the Society of the Feſuirs is but of a 
new Inſtisution, whereof the Founder was one 1ynatimns Loyola, born in 
Spain, who had been a Souldier, and was hurt on both his knees, 
and halted ever after, his Order was confirmed by Pa/ the third, 
in the year 1504. and himſelf SanQtified by Pope Paw the fifth in the 
year 1622. not for his Holineſs'and SanCtity of life, but for an In- 

nite ſum of Money given unto the Pope by the Jeſuites 4 and with 
all, becauſe the Duke of Bavaria (by the Wicked Practice, and 
Deviliſh pollicy of his Children the Jeſuites, and the help of the King 
of Spain) had taken the Palatinate from the Prince Eleffor, the 
true and Lawful Owner thereof:: This 1z»4ti#s, ordained that all 
thoſe of this upſtart Society, ſhould call themſelves Feſnits, or Patres 
Societatis Feſw, Fathers of the Society of Jeſus, 


Falderama 
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W Paldergina preached, That when this St. {omutius reſolved. £9quit; Keats hace 
the Soulgiers life, the very Houſe wherein' he then was, the Walls Chriſa+ | 


ſhaked, 'the Beams and, Poſts 'trembled , atdial}: thar were in is bes 
took themſelves ts flight, and x ip dut of Dovrs/ag fall avotheir legs; 
could-carry them, even'as when ſome ſtrangeero = af: Fjtt. doth 
ſuddainly break out in fome High Mountain; {6 when tbriguh Firg 
began to be diſcovered in him, who before was cold and frozen;-a5. $0 


Religion, it lightened forth in ſuch fort, that/it caufedathouſand a-' 


mazments, a thouſand firing of Houſes, &c. there was never an 
etna or flaming Mountain that did the like', rhus fax art thewords 
of YValderama. Te | NE Ee TT | | 
Andtragly many,people are of Opinion at this day, that this Fire 
was transferred after-his death unto his Society, ſeeing they do pert- 
cipate ſo.much of it, for out of the fervour of their Mercenary Reli. 
giop they haveever. fince exerciſed: the Trade” of Incendiaries-in a] 
laces, . and they have fer all Cbrif#e»dem on Fire'; neither igzheraany 
Kingdom, Common-wealth, :City er Province, which they'liave ag 
inflamed with Wars, Seditjons and Perſecutions. - S729! acl; tes} 
' And now further the Reader may fee: what ignorance was dmong 
the Papiſts at this time, for the'Heithen People heretofore'had many 
Gods,and every one of them their diftinit Office, as 4polowas the God 
of Wiſdom z Mars of Wars, , «Fol of the winds ; =. airs 
Seas, &c, The Papiſt has a3 many Saints which-they honour, and 
every one hath their ſeveral Charge aſſigned unto themy As Saint 
Anthony for Swine and for Fire z Sauat Rochto Cure the Plague, and 
Sheepz Saint Lugey for the Tooth-Ache ; Saint Petrepel for the Fe- 
vour ; Saint Martiz for the Itch ; Saint Yalextixe tor Lovers , Saint 
Criſpine for Shoe-makers z and Saint Clement for Bakers, Brewers, 
and Victuallers, Saint Sebaſtize for Archers ; Saint Nicho{as for 
Putchers, and many more; and the Office affigned 1onetima,” as Yalde- 
rams [aith, pag. 51. This bleſſed Father Ignatius, deth moſt aſſureadly 
4nd readily (faith he) aſiiſt af women that are in Labour ;, for this vigt- 
lent Paſtor doth alwayes accompany the ſheep that are great with young 
and thus, this Ignatius doth ſhoulder the Virgin out of Doors ; for 
the Papiſt women were wont heretofore to call upon her in that Extre- 
mity., © | | 
But how the Monks, Fryars and Prieſt, did take this, I cannot till, 
for that it clipped away ſome of their profit;for they had often money 
and gifts to ſay Maſſes for Womens ſafe delivery, eſpecially, the 
Auguſtige Fryers of Burgos in Spine, who old the meaſure of their 
Crucitix at adear rate, becauſe they counted it a precious Reliqtte for 


% - 


many Diſeaſes, | 
Theſe Jeſuits are great Intelligeacers and States-men 1n moſt parts 
of the World, and whereſoever they remajn they take upon them 
$0 teach and inſtruQ Children, as well of Noble-men, as alſo of infe- 
x1or perſons, profeſling todo the ſame freely, and without reward, 
wherein they deal ſo capefully, that the Parents dg not account 
their Childrens time Miſpent, bu alſo do geward them highly, and 
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the Jeſuits make thereof adouble benefit 3. for, . firſt, they bind the 


- Parents' of the Children thereby. to be theyr Fayourites ;* ſecondly, 


as for the Schollers, they ftrick 18to their tegder Capacity,  ſuch'a 
reverenceiof themſelves, and do withall diftil ioto their minds (E- 
fpecialty into ſuch as are witty) ſuch Points of DoArine, and ſuch an 
Opinion: of cheir Holioeſs and integrity, that the ſame very ſeldom, 
and ſometimes never weareth away, but rather increaſeth with their 


years, according to that ſaying. 


Quo ſemet e imluta recens ſeryalit oderem 
Teſta din, 


That is, The Veſſe! will long retain the taſte of the firſt Liquor it firft held 
or contained, Which is undoubtedly of no {mall moment to the 
ſtrengthenihg and upholding of: their FaCtion and Society ; more. 
qver, rhzy have ſo cnengly wrought, that whercſoever they are, 
they-only are the general hearers of a[l Confeſhons, diving thereb 
into the ſecrets and drifts of all men, acquainting themſelves whh 
their humors and ImperfeQtions, and making, as time and occaſion 
ſerves, uſe and benefit thereof to themſelves. 

'Thus:much as to Jeſuits Monks ,and Fryars which may fitly be an. 
nexed tothe Arraignment of Popery. a Book publiſhed, by 6G. F. and 
EF. H, to which 1 refer the Reader,, if he deſireto be further informed 
of the Corruption of this Apoſtatized, Popiſh Church, and ſo con, 


p]ude this part, 
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OF THE 


Great Sufferings 


AND LIVING 


TESTIMONIES . 


Of the TRUE. and 


Conſtant Martyrs, 


Contain'd in the As & Monuments of the Church, 


writ by the induſtrous Labours of Foba Fox, and now 


Epitomiz'd,and a further Account annexed of ſorne that 
ſuffered DEATH for RELIGION flince. 
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Part TI. 


(ontaining the Hiſtory of the Perſecutions, and 
great Sufterings ſuſtained by the faithfull Ser- 
vants of the Lord, both before and after the 


Jews eApoſtacy, and before the Coming of 
Chriſt, | | 


He great Enemy to all mankind is that wicked Spirit of Per- Abe! per- 
| ſecution, it moved Ci againſt his righteous Brother Abel ; {ecuted by 
The Lord had reſpe& unto A'e/, and to his Offering, but un- ns 
to Cain and his Offering he had not reſpeGt ; and Cazn roſe up againſt 
his Brother Abel, and {lew him; and the Lord ſaid unto Cam, where 
zs Abel thy Brother? and he ſaid, 1know net : And the Lord ſaid, 4 
Fugitive anda Vagabond ſhalt thou be in the Earth, and Cain ſaid unto 
the Lord, My puniſhment is greater then I can bear. 

And Pharach afflited the People of God a long time, which The Ciil- 
orieved the good Spirit of God in his People; bur they Cryed out dren of | 
to the Lord in their Oppreſhons, tor the Ee ypria»s made the Children If __ mt 
of 1ſrael to ſerve with rigour; and they made their Lives bitter —_—_ ay 
with hard Bondage, the King commanding the Midwives to lay all or 
the male Children, yet the Lord delivered his people out of all theſe 
afflictions with a mighty hand, and be poured out his Judgments up- 
on Pharach, and upon the Ezyptians that oppreſſed his people, and he 
jet his people free z for while the People of God had a {:nce of their 
Bondage ard Sufterings, and Cryed unto the Lord through the mul- 
tirude of their Oppreſſions, the Lord heard and anſwered them, and 
delivered them by the hand of his ſervant Af75, by whom 
he gave them Laws, which they were to obey, and which they 
ſubmitred to; then God was with them as a mighty Defznce, and in 
this time of iufferings they kept nigh to the Lord, and he was with 
them, and was as a Rock of Defence unto them. 

And becaule Mordecas the lervant of the Lord could not bow, nor ,,,. 1..; 
do reverence to proud Haman, Heaman was full of wrath; ard ng the Few: 
he thought ſcorn to lay hands en Afordeca; alone ; wherefore he perſecuted 
ſought to deſtroy all the Fews that were throughout the whole King- by Famer 
dom of Avaſueru:, even the People of Mordecai: And Hamgsn 
laid unto King Avaſuerus, There us a certain People ſcattered abroad, 
and diſperſed among the People in all the Provinces of thy Kingdom, and 
their Laws aye diverſe from all People, neither keep they the Kings Laws , 
therefore it s not for the Kings profit to ſnffer them: If it pleaſe the 
Kin; lt it bewritten that they may be deſtroyed, axd Iwill pay ten thouſans 
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SAYS 


A juſt 
judgment 
againſt a per- 
fecutor. 


1 Kings 
18. 4. 


Elijah 
perſecuted 


Feremiah © 
perſecuted 
Fer. 29. 


Chap. 23- 2+ 


The three 
Children 
perſecuted 
Dan. 3.233» 


Talents of Silver, And the King faid, the Silver is given tothee, the 
People alſo, to do with them as ſeemeth yoda tothee : and Letters were 
ſent to the Rulers of all the Provinces to deſtroy all, both young and 
old, little children, and Women, and ro take the ſpoil of them for 
a prey, Thus this Proud Perſecutor endeavoured to have deſtroyed 
this People, had not Queen Eftber made ſupplication the King on 
their behalf, and by that means a ſtop was put to the wicked 
deſign ; and he was hanged on the Gallows that he preparcd for 
Moratcai, 

And Jezebel cut off the Prophets of the Lord; but Obadiah (who 
was Governour of Ah4%'s houle) being one that feared the Lord great- 
ly, he took an hundred of the Prophets, and-hid them by fifty in a 
Cave and fed them with Bread and Water. 

An. Ahab perſecuted Elijah, and ſaid to him, Art thou he that. 
troubleth Iſrael; he anſwered; [have net troubled Iracl, but thou and 
thy fathers Houſe, in that you bave forſaken the Commandments of the 
Lord, aud thou haſt followed'Baalim 


And Fezebe! periecuted Eltjah, ſo that he fed into the Wil- 
derneſs. 


And XManaſſes periecuted the Prophet 1ſe/ah for reproving him, 
and cauſed him to be ſawn a ſunder with 2 wooden Saw. ; 

And Feremiah, for declaring the word of the Lord to all the Cities 
of Fudab, and (aying, Thus ſaith the Lord, If you will not hearke#o, 
me, to walk in my Lew, which Thave ſet before you, &c. Then will 1 
make this Houſe like Shileh,and will make this City Curſe to all the Nations 
of the Earth, for this Teſtimony he was perſeguted , and all the 
people were gathered againſt him in the Houſe of the Lord, and 
the Prieſts and Prophets ſaid unto the Princes and People, Th's man 
is worthy, to dye, for he hath propheſied againſt this City » Jeremiah 
ſaid, The Lord ſent me to Propheſie aoainſt this Houſe, and againff this 
City. 

As for me (ſaid he) beho.d I am is your hands, dv with me as ſeen:- 
eth goed and meet unto you, But know for a certain, that if ye put me to 
death, you ſhall ſurely bring Innecent blood upon your ſelves, and npon 
this City, © 


And Feremiah was ſhut up in the Court of the Prifoa, which was 
in the King of Fadehs houſe. 

And in the 37 Chap. verſe 15. the Princes were wrath with Fere- 
»:iah, and ſmete him, and put him in Priſon into a Duggeon. 

Nebuchadnez.zar perſecuted Shadrach, Mcfhach, and Abednego, 
becauſe they would not bow to the Golden Image he had ſet up; the 
King told them, that if they would not worſhip the Iggage which 
he had made, they ſhould be caſt into the burning fiery Furnace, they 
anſwered, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are nt careful to anſwer thee in ths 
matter; if it be ſo, our God whom we ſerves able to deliver us from the 
fiery Farxace, and he will deliver us out of thy hand, O'King; but if 
not , be it known unto thee, O King, we will not ſerve thy Gods, &c, then 
was he full of fury, and commanded the Furnace to be heat ſeven 
times more then it was wont to be, and command-:d that they ſhould 
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be bound with their Hats and Goats 0n,and Calt 1nto it ; bit the Lord 
preſerved them in the Flames, ſo that the Fire had no power over them, 
The Princes under Darizs alſo perlecuted the Prophet Dazzel, againſt 


—  — — 


whom they confefled they could find no occaſion, except it were ,,. ., 
concerning the Law of bis God ; wherefore they perl waded the ,.,c...4q 


King to make a Decree, That whoſoever ſhould ask a Petition of any 
God or man for thirty dayes, fave of the King, thould be caſt into the 
Den of Lions : But Daxzel, as he did afore-time, opened his win- 
dows towards Feruſalem, and kneeled down, and prayed, and 
gave thanks before his God, of which theſe Perſecutors acquaint- 
cd the King ; then the King commanded, and they caſt Daxre/ into 
the Den of Lions, but the Lord preſerved him that the Lions hurt 
him not, becauſe he believed in his God z which the King hearing 
of, cauſed Dariel to be taken up out of the Den, and commanded 


and they were ſoon deſtroyed. 


The Conſtancy and faithful Suffering of ſome of the ancient peep!c 
of the ews, rather then they would be forced to depart from 
the Laws of their Fathers, and not to live 
after the Laws of God. 


Eleszer one of the principal Scribes, an aged man, and of a well- 


] OY A judg- 
them that were his Perſecutors to be caſt mtoit, which was done, mo : 


nt of God 


upon Per- 
ſecutors, 


tavoured countenance, was conſtrained to open his Mouth, and Eleazey 
to eat Swines Fleſh : But he chooſing rather to dye glorioully, then periecuted 


to live ſtained with ſuch an Abomination, ſpit it forth, and came of 
his own accord to the torment ; as it behoved them to come, that 
are reſolved to ſtand out againft ſuchthings as are not lawful for love 
of life to be taſted : But they that had the charge of that wicked 
Feaſt, for the old acquaintance they had with the man, taking him 
aſide, beſought him to bring fleſh of his ewa proviſion, ſuch as 
was lawfal for him to uſe, and make as if ha did eat of the fleſh taken 
from the Sacritice commanded by the King ; That in fo duing he 
might be delivered from death, and for the old friendihip with them, 
ind favour, But he began to conſider diſcreetly, and as became 
his Age, and the excellency of his ancient years, and the honour 
of his gray Head, whereuntoe he was come, and his moſt honeſt 
Education from a Child, or rather the holy Law made andgiven by 
God ; therefore he anſwered agcordingly, and willed them ſtrait- 
wayes to ſend him to the Grave : *© For it becometh not our Age, 
© (faid he) in any wiſe to difſemble, whereby many young perſons 
© might think that Zleezer being fourſcore years old and ten, were 
* now gone toa ſtrange Religion, and ſo they through mine hypocri- 
© ſie, and deſire to live a little time, and a moment longer, ſhould 
© bedeceived by me, and 1 get a ſtain to mine old Age, and make it 
* Abominable ; For though for the preſent time I ſhould be delivered 


*from the puniſhment of men, yct ſhould Inot eſcape the hand ot . 


* the Almighty, neither alive, nor dead; wherefore now manfully 
changing this life, I will ſhew my ſelf ſuch an one, as mine Age rc- 
- quireth, 


ff 
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The Mo- 
ther and her 
ſeven Chil- 
dren perle- 
cuted. 


—_—. 


« quireth, and leave a notable example to ſuch as be young,todie wil- 
© lIingly and couragioully, for the honourable and holy Laws; and 


when he had ſaid theſe words, immediatly he went to the Torment ; ' 


they that led him, changing the good will they bare him alittle be- 
fore, into hatred, becauſe the foreſaid ſpeeches proceeded, as they 
thoughr, from a deſperate mind. But when he was ready todye 
with ſtripes, he groaned, and ſaid, * It is manifeſt unto the Lord, 
© that hath the holy knowledge, that whereas I might have been de- 
© livered from death, I now endure fore pains in body, by being bea- 
© ten, bur in {oul am well content to ſuffer thele things, becauſe I fear 
Chim. And thus this man dyed, leaving his death for an example 
of a noble Courage, ad a memorial ot vertue, not only unto 
young men, but unto all his Nation, 


The Co: ftancy and Cruel Death of ſeven Brethren and thei» 
Mother in one day, becauſe th:y would met cat Swines 
Fleſh at the Kings Commanament, 


Seven Brethren with their Mother were taken, and compelled by 
the King againft the Law, to taſte Swines Fleth, and were tormented 
with Scourges and Whips ; but one of ghem that ſpake firſt, ſaid 
thus, © What wouldſt thou ask or learn of us? we are ready to dye 
© rather then to tranſgreſs the Laws of our Fathers : Then the King, 
being in a rage, commanded Pans and Caldrons to be made hot, 
which forthwith being hea:ed, be commanded to cut out the Tongue 
of him that ſpake firſt, and to cut off the utmoſt parts of his Body, 
the reſt of his Brethren, ind his Mother looking on. Now when 
he was thus maimed in all his Members, he eommanrded him, being 
yet alive, to be brought to the Fire, and to be fryed in the Pan, and 
aS the vapour of the Pan was for a good ſpace dilperced, they ex- 
horted one another with the Mother, ro dye manfully, faying thus, 
©'The Lord God locketh upon us. and in Truth hath comforcin us, - 
© as Moſes in bis Song, which witneſſed to their Faces, declared, fay- 
© ing, and he ſhall be comforted in his Servants : ſo when the firſt was 
dead, after this magner, they brought the ſecond to mike a mock- 
ing ſtock , and when they had pulled off the $kin of his Head with the 
hair, they asked him, *Wilt thou cat before thou be puniſhed 
© throughout every member of thy Body ; but he anſwered in his 
own Language, and ſaid, No ; wherctore he alſo received the nexs 
Torment in order as the former did; and when he was at the laſt 
gaſp,he ſaid ; *Thou like a fury takeſt us out ofthis preſent life Hut the 
©King of the world ſhall raiſe us up, who have dyed for his Laws, 
<unto everlaſting life: After him was the third made a mocking 
ſtock, and when he was required, he put out his t-ngue, and that 
Tight ſoon, holding forth his hands manfully, and faid-couragoully, 
© The(eI had from Heaven, and for his Laws I d-ſpiſe them, and 
© from him I hope to receive them again ; inſomuch, that the 
King, and they that were with him marvailed at the young mans 
courage, for that he nothing regarded the pains, Now w hen this 

| Man 
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man was dead alſo, they tormented and mingled the fourth in like 
manaer ;. ſo when he was ready te dye, he {21d thus, © It is good being 
* put todeath by men, to look tor. hope from God to be raiſed up a- 
* gain by him 4 as for thee, thou ſhalt have no reſurrection t9-life. 
Afterward they brought the fifth alſo,and mangled him ; then looked 
he unto the King, and ſaid © Thou haſt power over men, thou art 
© corruptible, thou doſt what thou wilt, yet think not that our Na- 
*tion is forſaken of God ; but abidea while, and behold his great 
© power, how he will torment thee and thy leed. After him alſo they 
brought the ſixth, who being ready todye, ſaid, © Be notdece ived 
© without cauſe, for we Suffer theſe things for our ſelves, having fin- 
© ned againft ourGod,therefore marvelous things are done unto us;bur 
*think not thou, that takeſt in band to ftrive againſt God, that thou 
« ſhalt eſcape unpuniſned, Bur the mother was marvelons above all, 
and worthy of honorable memory, for when ſhe ſaw her ſeven ſons 
ſlain withia the ſpace of one day, ſhe bare it with a good courage, 
becauſe of the.hope that ſhe had in the Lord, yea ſhe exhorted every 
one of them in her own Language, filled with couragious fpirit, and 
Rtirred up her womanith thoughts with a manly ſtomach, ſhe ſaid 
unto them ; * I cannottell how you came into my womb, for I nei- 
© ther gave you breath n& life, neither was itI that formed the 
© members of cvery one of you; but doubtleſs the Creator of 
©the world, who formed the Generation of man, and found our 
* the beginning of all things, will alſo of his own mercy give you 
© breath and life again, as you now regard not your own ſelves 
* for his Laws ſake. Now Antioch thinking himſelf deſpiſed, and 
ſuſpeQting it to be a reproachtul ſpeech, whilſt the youngeſt was yer 
alive, did not only exhort him by words, but alſo aſſured him with 
Oathes, that he would make him both a rich and a happy man, if he 
would turn from the Laws of his Fathers ; and that alſo he would 
take him for his Friend, and truſt him with affairs, but when the 
young man would in no caſe hearken unto him, the King called his 
Mother, and exhorted her, that ihe would counſel the young man to 
ſave his life; and when he had exhorted her with many words, ſhe 
. promiſed him, that ſhe would counſel her Son ; but the bowing her 
{elf towards him, laughing the cruel Tyrant to ſcorn, ſpake in her 
Country language on this manner, *O my Son have pity upon me 
* chat bare thee nine Months in my Womb, and gave thee ſuck three 
© Years, and nouriſhed thee, and brought thee up unto this age, and 
© endured the troubles of Education ; I beſecch thee my Son look up. 
< on the Heaven and the Earth, and all that is therein, and confider 
© that God made them of things that were not, and (o was mankind 
© made likewiſe, fear not this Tormentor, bur being worthy of thy 
© Brethren take thy death, that I may receive thee again in mercy 
* with thy Brethren : While ſhe was yet ſpeaking thele words, the 
young man' ſaid, © Whom wait ye for? Iwill not obey the Kings 
* commandment, but I will obey the Commandment of the Law 
© that was given unto our Fathers by Afoſes, andthou that haſt been 
* the author of all miſcheif __ the Hebrews, ſhalt not _—_ ns 
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© hands of God, for we ſuffer becauſe of our Sins ; and though the 
* living Lord be angry with us alittle while, for our chaſtaing and 
© correCtion, yet ſhall he beat one again with his Servams, Bur 
« thou, O Godlefs man, and of all other moſt wickeJ, be not lifted up 
« without a cauſe, nor puffed up with uncertain hopes, lifting up thy 
© hands againſt the Servants of God, for thou haft not yet eſcaped the 
© [udgment of Almighty God who feeth all things ; for our Bre- 
© thren whe now have ſuffered a ſnort pain, are dead under Gods 
© Covenant of everlaſting Life, but thou, through the Judgment of 
© God, ſhalt receive juſt puniſhment for thy Pride 5 but I, as my Brc - 
« thren,offer up my Body and Life for the Lays of ourFathers,beltech- 
<ing God that he would ſpeedily be merciful unto our Nation, and 
« that thou by Torments and Plagues mayeſt confeſs that he alone is 
* God, and that in me and my Brethren the wrath of the Almighty, 
«* which is juſtly brought upon all our Nation, may ceaſe. Then the 
King, being ina rage, handled him worſe then all the reſt, and 
took it grievoully that he was mocked; fo this man dyed undefi- 
led, and put his whole truſt in the Lord : laſt of all, after the Sons, 
the Mother dyed, When her Sons were apprehended ſhe exhorted 
them in the Hebrew Tongue, ſaying, *© my moſt dear and loving 
« Children, It us haften.to that Agony which may credit our pro- 
« feffion, and be rewarded by God with Eternal Life, let us tear- 
c leſsly preſent our Bodies 9 thoſe Torments which aged Beazar en- 
© qdured z let us call to mind our Father Abr«him, who having buc 
E one only Son, willingly ſacrificed him at Gods command, and fear- 
© ed not to bring him to the Alter, whom with many prayers he had 
© obtained in his old age : Remember Daxie/, the three Children, &c. 
Antioch being enraged againſt her, cauſed ker to be ftriprt naked, 
hanged up by the Hands, and cruelly whipt ; then were her Dugs 
and Paps pulled off, and her ſelf put into the Red-hot Frying-pan, 
where lifting up her Hands and Eyes to Heaven, inthe mideſt of her 
Prayers, ſhe yielded up her chaſte Soul unto God, But God ſuffered 
got the cruel Tyrant to cſcape unpuniſhed ; for in his Wars againſt 
the Perfians the Lord ſtruck him with Madaeſs, his Intrals were de- 


voured with Worms, and ſtinking like a Carrion, in the Extreamity 
of his Torments he gave up the Ghoft. 


Hee: 


Part [I 


Contain'ng an Account of the great Perſecutions and 
Martyrdoms of the Chriltians, after tte coming 
of Chriſt, and before the Apoſtacy and Darkneſs 
Wwholy ſpread over the Church. 


Fter the Fews, who were once the People of God, and had the 
Laws, Statutes, Ordinances and Commands of God made 
known to then, as is before related, had apoſtatized from the 

holy Spirit or Life,they provoked God, and foon forgat him,8& ſhame- 
fully entreated and killed the Servants and Meſſengers of God, yet 
the Lord had Compaſſion to minkind, and remembred his Promulo, 
and in love to the World {ent forth his Son, who faid when he was 
come, he was the true Licht that enlighteneth every one that cometh in- 
to the world, yet the world kaew him not, but God lent his Mzflenger to 
prepare his Way, and the Voice of onecryed in the Wilderneſs, pre- 
pare ye the Way of the Lord, and make ſtrait Paths for out God, 2nd when 
this Meſſenger, whoſe name was John, was come, the hand of the 
Lord was with him, and he preached repentance for the remithon of 
lins , and for reproving Herod of his Evils, he was ſhut up ia Priſon ; 
and though Chriſt teſtified of him, ther among thoſe that were borp of 
women, there wu wot « greater Prophet then Fohw : Yetthis Ferod, who 
had married Heredias, his brothers wife, to whom Fohs ſaid, it is not 


lawfull for thee to have thy brothers wife ; therefore the petſecuting John Baprft 
ſpirit aroſe in Herodis, and the would have killed him, but could beheaded. 


not; yet afterwards ſhe was the cauſe of Fobn Baprifts being beheaded 
in Prilon, 

And when Chrift Jeſus appeared, who is the Light of the world, 
whom Fohy called the Lamb of God, who teftified againſt che apo- 
ſtarized Fers, & their falſe worſhip in their dead Forms, ſaying, God 
a is Spirit, & they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit, and 
and truth ; yet him theſe Fews rejeted, and would not receive him, 
that they might have Life ; and when he ſaid, Iam the bread of life, 
and Iam the living bread which came down from Heaven,if any man 
eat of this bread he ſhall live forever, and the bread that I ſhall give is 
my fleſh, whichT will give for the life of the world ; the Fews intheir 
zgnorance reaſoned, ſaying, How can this be ? can this man give us 
his fleſh to cat ? and could not believe in him, though he did ſuch 
great works and miracles amongſt them.that never man did the like, 
yet they ſought to kill him; nevertheleſs they would be accounted of 
Abrahams ſeed, and called him their Father ; bur ſaith Chrik,, it ye 


were Abrahams Chuldren ye would do Abrehams works, but _w—_ As 
ec 
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ſeek to kill me,a man that hath told you che Truth ; ye are,taid he, os 
your father the Devil, and the luſts of your father ye will do, he 
was 2 murderer from the beginning, and abode not inthe Truth, + 
becauſe there is no truth in him: And this blefled Lamb of God 
Chriſt Jeſus did theſe perſecuting Jews put to death, crucifying of 
bim, as may be rcad at large in. the Scriptures. After they had 
Crucified the Lord of lite, then they virdircind his Dilciples and 
Apoſtles, as followeth. 

& 8s. 7. 544 Whenthe Fews heard what Stephen had declared, they were cur 
to the heart, and they gnathed on him with their Teeth, but he be- 
ing full of the holy Ghoſt, looked up ſtedfaſtly into Heaven and ſaw 
the glory of God, and Jeſus ſtanding on the right hand of God, and 
ſaid, behold, [ {ee the Heavens opened, and rhe Son of man ſtanding 
on the right Hand of God; then they cryed out with aloud voice. 
and ſtopped their Ears, and run upon him with one accord, and 
caſt him out of the City, and toned him, and they ſtoned Srephen 

- calling upon God, and laying, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit ; 
and he kneeled down, and crying with a loud voice, Lord la 
not this Sin to their charge ; and when he had ſaid this, he fell 
aſleep. 

by After the Martyrdom of this bleſſed Srepben, the Apoſtle Fames 
ed of ſuffered next, mention of which is in the Acts af the Apoſtles, how, 
yebn Max- that not long after the ſtoning of* Stephen, King Herod ſtretched 
tyzed. forth his hand to yex certain of the Church, who ſlew Fames the 
Brother of Fob» with the Sword , of this Fames Euſebins allo ma- 

keth mention, alleadging Clement rhus writing a memorable ſtory of 

him ; this Fames (ſaith C/emert) when he was brought tothe Tribu- 

Exſeb. Lib- nal Seat, he that brought him, (and was the cauſe of his trouble) 

2. Chap: 9+ ſeeing bim to be condemned, and that heſhould ſuffer death ; as he 
went to the Execution, he being moved therewith in Heart and 
Conſcience, confeſſed himſelf alſo,ct his own accord, to be a Chriſti- 
an: And ſo were they led forth together, where in the way he de- 
fired of Fames to forgive him that he had done ; after that Fames had 
a little pauſed upon the matter, turning to him, ſaid, Peace be unto 
thee, Brother, and kiſſed him, aud both were beheaded together in 
the Year 36. 3 

James the Fames the Brother of Chriſt, was termed a juſt and perfeQt man z 

Brother of it is ſaid, that he took in hand the Goverment of the Church after the 

Chriſt May- Apoſtles; and when many of the Princes were perſwaded, there 

tyrcd. aroſe a Tumult of the Fews, Scrites and Phariſees, ſaying, It is very 
dangerous leſt the whole People look after this Jeſus, as though he 
were Chriſt ; and being gathered together they ſaid to Fames, we pray 

Enſeb. Lib thee flay this people, for they err in Feſms,as though he were the true Chriſt : 

ow. o -M we pray thee per ſwade this people concerning Feſm, for we all obey thee , 

"3" yes, we and all the people teſtifie of thee, ' that thou art juſt, and reſpecteſt 
wot the perſon of any man, ftanatherefore upon the Pinacle of the Temple 
that theu mayſt be ſeen aloft, and that thy word may be heard plainly of all 
the people. The aforeſaid Scribes and Phariſees placed Fames upon the 
Pinacle of the Temple, and ſhouted to him, and ſaid, Thou juſt 


man 
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man, at whoſe commandment we are all here, inſomuch as this peo- 
ple are ſeduced after Jeſus who was crucified, declare unto us which 
15 the Door or way of Jeſus crucified ; and he an{wered with a loud 
Voice, why ask ye me of Feſic: the Sen of man, when .:; he fitteth at the 
right Hand in the great Power in Heaven: When as be had perſwaded 
many, ſo that they glorified God at the Teſtimony of Fames, and 
faid, Hoſann in the higheſt ro the Son of David : Then the Scribes 
and Phariſees (aid among themſelves, we have done very ill in cauſing 
ſuch a Teſtimony of Feſus to be brought forth , but let us climb up and 
take him, to the end that the people may be ſtriken with fear, and 
ſo may be brought to renounce his Faith , and they ſhouted, ſaying, 
O, ©, and the juſt alſo is ſeduced , ſo rhey climbed up, and threw 
Fuſts down deadlong, ſaying, let us ſtone Fames Fuſt:s , and they 
began to throw ſtones at him, for after his fall he was not fully dead 
and he fel] upon his Knees, ſaying, I beſeech thee Lord God and Father 
forgive them, for they wot not what they do: And as they were ſtoning 

f ; od one of the Prieſts, the Son of Rechab, the Son of Cherabins, 
ſpake tothem the Teſtimony which is in Feremieh the Prophet, and 
cryed out, Ceaſe, what do you ? this juſt man prayeth for you : And 
one of them that were preſent, taking a fullers Club, ſtruck Fs 
on the head, and brained him, This F«mes was ſo notable a man, 
that for his juſtneſs he was had in honour of all men, inſomuch, that 
the wiſe man of the Few! ſhortly after his Martyrdom, did impute 
the cauſe of the beſieging Jeruſalem, and other Calamities which 
hapned unto them, to no other cauſe, but unto the violence and in- 
jury done to this man : alſo Feſephws hath not left this out of his Hi- 


ftory, where he (peaketh of him after this manner, theſe things ſo Feſ. Lib. 10: 


chanced unto the Fews for a vengeance, becauſe of that Juſt man 
Fames, which was the Brother of Jeſus , for ſhortly after his ſuffering 
Veſpatianus the Emperour deſtroyed the Land of Fury, and brought 
them into Captivity. 
A Relation of the Perſecutions raiſed ty the Romans againſt the 
Chriſtians in the Primitive Age of the Church dure- 
ing the ſpace of three hundred Years, 


Euſtbius, and the moſt parc of Writers do number the firſt Per- 
ſecutions to be Ten, wherein great Numbers of the Chriſtians were 
{lain and tormented ; ſome ſlain with the Sword, ſome burnt with 
Fire, ſome with whips ſcourged, ſome ſtabed with Forks of Iron, 
ſome faſtned to the Croſs, or Gibber, ſome drowned in the Sea, ſome 
their Skins pluck off, ſome their Tongues cut out, ſome ſtoned to 
dcath, ſome killed with cold, ſome ftarved with hunger, ſome their 
Handscut off, or atherwiſe diſ-membred, have been {o left naked to 
the open ſhame of the World, whoſe kinds of puniſhment, althougb 
they were divers, yet the manner of conſtancy in all theſe Martyrs 
Was ORC. | 


The tirſt of cheſe Ten Perſecutions was ftired up by Nero Domizias, The firſt of 


about the year 67, after the Birth of Chriſt, Orofuus writeth of Nero, the Ten Per: 
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Oroſix lib. 5* 


Hiev. lib. de P 


Vir1s juſt. 
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that he was the firſt within Zowe did raile up Perſecution againſt 
the Chriſtians, and nor only in Rowe, but in all the Provinces 
thereof, thinking thereby to aboliſh the Name of Chriſtians in all 
laces. 

Io this Perſecution the Apoſtle Petey ſuffered death, with many 
more Chriſtians, as Hierome ſaid Simow Peter, the Son of Fons, of the 
province of Galilee, and of the Town of Beibſaids, the Brother of 
Andrew, about the year 44, aftcr Chriſt's birth came to Rezve to with- 
ſtand Simew Mags, inthe time of Nero, and was crucified with his 
Head downwards, and his Feet upwargs, himſelf ſo requiring ; be- 
cauſe, ſaid he, Iam unworthy to be crucified after the tame manner 
as the Lord was. 

Pani the Apoſtle, after his great travail and labours in preaching 
the Goſpel indivers Countries,at laſt ſuffered Martyrdom in this firſt 
Perſecution under Nero, and was beheaded , ſome writers ſay on the 
ſame day on which Peter was Crucihed, although not in the ſame 
year, but in the next year following, which was the thirty ſeventh 
year after the Paſhon of Chrift z that which he ſpake at his death 
15 written as followeth. | 

Paul being delivered by Nero bound unto Longimas and Adzgifiis,the 
cheif Officers, and Aceſtus the Centurion, that they ſhould lead him 
without the City, and cauſe him to be beheaded; and Pas bein 
full of the holy Ghoſt; ſpake the words of Eternal life, that bot 
Mere, and all ſhould believe in Jeſus Chriſt, who was King of Heaven 
and Earth, who would deſtroytheglory of the world with. fire , 
when they had led him away, Longimus, Adagiftics, and Aceftus began 
to ſay unto him, Tell us, O Paw{,where is that King ? and where will 
he appear unto you? and how will you know bim ? and what will he 


| give unto you, or what good will he beſtow upon you, that you'Chri- 


ians ſo mightily love him, that by no means you will conſent unto 
our Religion, that you may live and enjoy the goed of this life; 
but rather, then all the pleaſures of delight, to be led to die for him 
with divers Torments ? for this ſeems to us to be agreat error, to 
hate this joyfull life, and to imbrace with all your defire puniſhment 
and death: Pas! therefore ſaid, Oye wiſe men, and flouriſhing 
in knowledge, depart out of the darkneſs and error,wherein the nobi- 
lity of your underſtanding is clouded with darkneſs left you ſhould 
ſee the Truth, which lyeth hid in you, return the eyes of your minds 
tothe Eternal true Light, that ye may be able firſt to know your 


| ſelves, and ſo come to the knowledge of that King with gladneſs, 


and to be ſaved from the fire which is to came upon the world, and 
toremain unhurt ; for we do not War as you think, for ſome cearth- 
ly King, but the living God, the Kingdom without egd, who by 
realon of the Iniquitics that is done in this V/orld, he will come a 
Judge, and will judge itby fire, happy will that man be who will 
believe in him, he ſhall have Eternal VE. and ſhall live World with- 
out end ; and moft unhappy is he who diſpifing the Riches of his 


Bounties and long Suffering, will agt return unto him, for he ſhall 
Perith Eternally. | 
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Per ſecutions after the (oming of Chriſt, &c, 
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The firſt Perſecution beginning under Nero, as eforelaid ceaſed 
under Yeſpatian, who gave ſome reft to the poor Chriſtians, after 
whole reign was moved not long after the tecond Perſecution by 
the Emperor Domitian, Brother of Tits, his Tyrany was unmeaſu- 
rable, he putto death all the Nephews of Fae, called the Lords 
Brother, and cauſed to be ſought out, and to be {lain all that could 
be found of the Stock of David, In the time of this Perſecution Simew 
Biſhop of Fer»ſalem, after other Torments, was Crucihed to death 
In this Perſecution Fohs the Evangeliſt was Baniſhed into Pathmos 
for the Teſtimony of the Word, aad aftcr the death of Domitian, 
in the Reign of Pertizax the Emperor ke came to Epheſus,being releal - 
ed in the ycar 100. Helived to a great age; ſome write, till he was 
120. And this was his conftant praQtice to his dying day, when age & 
weakneſs grew upon him at Epheſws, that he was no longer able to 
Preach to them, he uſed at every Publick Mecting to be led to the 
Meeting, and ſay no more to them, then, Little Childres love ae 
another. , : 


Hierom 

Comin in 
C.6. ad Ga- 
lat. Tom. g, 


He expreſſed great care for the good of ſouls, unweariedly ſpend- P-209- _ 


ing himlclf 1a the fervice of the Goſpel, and to beget People te 
the Truth, witneſs one inſtance in his viſt 


tation of the Churches neer Evſeb- lib. 3. 


Epbeſus, he made choice of young man. of goodly body, gra- Chap. 20. 


tious face, and fervent mind, who 
ſtruQtion and Education he commited to the Biſhop of that place, ſo 
John returned to Epheſiws, Butin procels of time the young, man 
became very difſolure, & perniciouſty accompanied himſelf withigle 
diffolute perſons of 11l behaviour, who put him in a way to ſteal and 
rob ; ſo after he forſooke the right way, he brought himlelf unto a 
bottomleſs Pit of all miforder and outrage, and a rout of Theeves 
being gathered together, he became their Captain, which Fobn 
at his return underſtanding, was ſorely troubled, and ſaid, I have lefc 
a wiſe kceper of our Brothers ſoul ; prepare me a Horſe, and let me 
have a Guide, he haſtned and rode in poſt, being come to the place 
appointed, he 1s ſtraitwayes taken of the Theeviſh watch, he 
neither fled nor reſiſted, but ſaid briag me to your Captain, who in 
the mean time, as he was armed, beheld him coming ; but as ſoon 
as he ſaw his facz, and knew it was Fobz he was ftriken with ſhame, 
and fled away, the Old man perſued, andcryed, my Son, why 
tleeſt thou? O Son, render my caſe, be not afraid, as yet there 
remaineth hope of Salvation; I will undertake for thee with 
Chriſt, I will dic for thee, if necd be, as Chriſt did for us; which 
words ſeized ſo on the young man, that his Countenance changed, 
and he ſhook off his Armor, and trembled, and wept bitterly, and 
imbraced the Old man, and anfwered as well az he could for weep- 


itha ſpecial Charge for his In- P: 92- 


ing ; ſoafrerwards the Apoſtle brought him ioto the Church again. Ex Neeepbag 
Yet notwithſtanding all theſe continual Perſecutions,and horible Pu- 72 Eib- 3. 


nihmeats, the Chriſtians daily encreaſed, deeply rooted in the Do- 
Ctrinc of the Apoftles, 'and watred plentioully with the Blood of 


"Saints, as faith Necephoras. 


Bversftuu Biſhop of Reſto wes Martyred under Trajenm intheyear Eeeafaw 


Chap. 3a, 


J02. perfaruted 


—— 
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Perſecutions after the Coming of | Chriſt, &c. 


th. 


Policarpne 
Puffexcd. 


— bd 


102. after Chriſt, and /zati« Biſhop of Anti.ch was Martyred in hus 

Regin, with many more Chriſtians : This Tr4je»w was very impious 

towards the Chriſtian Religion, and cruel towards the Chriſtians, 

and cauſed the Third Perſecution ; in which Perſecution Pliny the (e- 

cond, a Heathen Philoſopher, a man learned and famous, ſecing the 

tamentable Slaughter of Chriſtians, and moved therewith to pity, 

wrot to Trajanw of the pitiful Perſecution, certifying him, thatthere 

were very many thonſands of them daily put to death, of which none 
did any thing contrary to the Roman Laws worthy perſecution, faving, 
that they uſed to gather together in the Morning before day and ſing 

Hymns to a certain God whom they worſhipped, called Chrift, in all 
other their Ordinances they were godly and khoneft, and for proof 
kereof, faith he, I cauſed two Maidens to, be laid on the Rack, and 

withTorments to be Examined about the ſame, but finding nothiog in 
them, -but only lewd and immeaderate ſuperſtition. I reſolved to jur- 
ceaſe farther enquiry, till I receive further InftruEtions from . you us 
this matter : Traje» having read this Epiſtle, returned anſwer, that 
x was his mind that the Chriſtians ſhould not be ſought atter , bur if 
they were brought and convicted, that then they ſhould ſuffer Execu- 
tion, Whereot Tertwlian ſpeaking, ſaid, Oh confuſſed Senrance, 
he would not have them ſought for, as men Innoceat, and yet would 
have them puniſhed as men guilty, This Tr4ja» ſent a Command to 
Fersſalem, that whoſoever could be found out of the Stock of David 

ſhould be inquired for, and put to death. In this Perſecution ſuffered 
Phoexs Biſhop of Pentis, whom Trajen, becauſe he would not wor- 
ſhip Neptuxe, caufed to be caſt intoa hot Lime-Kill, and afterwards 
to be put into a ſcaulding Bath, where he ended his life in the cauſe 
of Chriſt ; Then alſo /g»«tivs, Biſhop of Antioch, was apprehended, 
and ſentto Rome, where he was devoured of wild Beafts ; and beſide 

theſe, many thouſands more were martyred. 

In the Reign of Aztolme Yerw a great Number of the Chriſtiang 
fuffered moſt cruel puniſhmenrs and torments, eſpecially in Afi« and 
France,among whom was Policarp, Biſhop of Smyrna,who was burnt at 
a Stake at $9974. About this time alſo ſuffered Blandins,and Ponticus 
a youth of fifteen years old, who defying their Idols, andconftantly 
cleaving to Chriſt, wes to all the Torments their inraged Ene- 
mics could deviſe,tillat laft rhe youth gave upthe Ghoſt; Blandine was 
firſt pitifully whiped, and then throwa to the wile Beafts, then tor- 
mented on the Gridiron,and at laft ſlain, Comolas the Emperour upon 
his Birrh day calling the People of Rome together in a great Royalty, 
cloathed in his Lions skin, ſacrificed to Heresles, cauſing it to be pro- 
claimed.that Hercules was the Patron of the City; whereupon Yinſer- 
cicus Enſebius, Perigrenow 20d Potentionow, learncd men, being ftirred 
up with Zeal,went about from place to place converting the Heathen 
to the Faith of Chriſt ; and hearing of the Madneſs of the Emperour 
and People, they reproved that Idolatrous blindneſs, exhorting them 
to believe in the true and living God, and that forſaking the worſhip 
ping of Divels,they ſhould honour God alone, The Emperour hearing 
thereof cauſed them tobe Apprehended, &#cquired thera to Sacrifice 

” 
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Perſecutions after the ( ming of Chriſt, &c. 12 
Hercules which they refuſing to do, he cauſcd them to be grievoutly 
tormented, and preſſed todcath with weights of Lead. 

Severws, another Emperour, put forth Proclamations, that ng 
Chriſtians thowld be ſuff-red to lire ; hereby a great Perſecution was 
{tirred up on every ſ1de,and an inhaite number of Martyrs were ſlain: 
Potemicna Was tormented with boyling Pitch poured upon her, and p,,,. 
afterwards, with her Mother Merfila, and Khais was burat in the parkbruces 
Fire; and when Beſi/ides Captain, having the Maid to execution, ; 
as he [ed her to the place, he repreſicd the raging of the Multitude, 
who followed with raging and reviling, which the ſeeing, prayed 
to the Lord for his Converſion to the rrue Faith, and ſo with admira- 
ble patience ſuffered Martyrdom. | | 

Shortly after Baſ&fdes being required to give an Oath in the be- Z«/i:des 
half of his fellow Souldiers he denied the tame plainly, affirming, fuffercd. 
that he was a Chriſtian, and therefore he eould not Swear ; they 
which heard him thought he jeſted at firſt, but when he had conftant- 
ly affirmed it; they had him before the Judge, who committed him 
to Ward, the Chriftians wondering at it, went to him and-inqui- 
ring the cauſe of his Converſion, he told them, that Poramicns 
prayed for him, and ſo he ſaw a Crown put upon his head, adding 
that ir ſhould not be long before he received it 4 and accordingly the 

* next day he was beheaded, - 

A certain Chriſtian being examined before the Judge, and 
throngh fear being ready to (hrink back, there were certain perſons 
{taiding by, who were ready to burſt for grief, making ſigns to him, == 
by their hands and jeſtures, to be conftam ; which being oblerved 
they were ready to be laid hold onz bur they of their own accord 
preiſcd up to the Judge, profeſſed themſelves to be Chriſtians, which 
much ernboldened: the weak Chriſtian, and terrified the Judge , 
this being done, they departed away, rejoycing for the Teſtimany , 

' they bad given of their Faith. 

The Crimes and Accuſations that was laid to the charge of the The crimes 
Chriſtians by the Perſecutors, were, That they refuſed to worſhip and charges' 
Idols, and the Emperours, and that they profeſſed the Name of laid ts the 
Chriſt ; yet beſides, all the Calamities and evils that happenedia the Chriſtians. 
World, as Wars, Famine, Peſtilence, &c. were imputed only to 
the Chriſtians. But Cyprian and Tertulliaz,confuting thele Slanders, 
proved, That the ſpecial cauſe of all thoſe Mileries which befel the 
Empire, proceeded from the ſheding of the Innocent Blood of the 
Chriſtians ; Cyprian was at laſt condemned to have his Head cut 
off, who patiently and willingly ſubmitted his Neck to the ſtroke of 
the Sword. | | | 

Sixtws, Biſhop of Rome, With his fix Deacons, for the Chriſtian 
Faith were all beheaded. | 

Lawrence alſo, another of his Deacons, following Sixtw, as he went 7 aurence 
to his Execution, complained that he might not (uffer with him, but Martyred. 
that he was ſecluded, as the Son from the Father ; to whom the 
Biſhop anſwered, That within three days he ſhould follow him, bid- 
ding him in the mean time to go Home, and if he had any Treaſures, 
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Perſecutions aſter the Coming of Chri/?, &c. 


" commanded him to 


- flouriſh, and divers of the Chriftians were preferred 


Lord raiſe up Advegfarics againſt 


A 


to diſtribute them amongſt the Poor , the Judge hearing mention of 
Treaſures, pong that. Zawrence had great ſtorein his cuſtody, 

ring the ſame tohim; Laurexce craved three 
days reſpit, promiſing then to declare where the Treaſure might be 
had; in the mean time he cauſed a good number of Chriſtians ro be 
yrathered together, and when the day of his anſwer was come, the 
Ferſecutors ftrictly charged him to make good his promiſe z, but Va- 
liant Lawrence ſtreaching his Arms over the Poox, ſaid, Theſe are the 
pretio: Treaſures of the Church , theſe are rhe Treaſures indeed, in whom 
Chriſt hath his Manfior, &c. But the Tyrant, in a great fury and 
madneſs, cryed, kindle the Fire, make no (pare of Wood , hath this 
Villain deluded the Emperour ? Away with him, whip him with 
Sourges, jerk him with Rogs, buffet him with Fiſts, brain him with 
Clubs, jeſteth the Traytor with the Emperour ? Pinch him with fiery 
Tongs, gird him with burning Plates, bring out the ſtrongeſt Chains 
and Fire-forks, and the Grate of Iron, fer in on the Fire ; bind the 
Rebel hand and foot, and when the Crate is red hot, on with him, 
roaſt him,broyl him, toſs him. tura him , upon pain of our high dil- 
pleaſure, do every man his office, Oh ye Tormentors ; Idiinecſatel 
his command was obeyed, and after many cruel handlings, this meek 
Lamb was laid on the Gridiron ;, but what he indured was with ſuch 
patience, that the Emperour ſeemed to be tormented more then 
him, though his Fleſn broyled, the other's Heart burned ; and when 
he had been preſſed down with Forks for a great ſpace, in the mighty 
Spirit of God he ſpake te the Tyrant, thus. 


This fide u now roaſted encnugh, turnup, Oh-Tyrant great , 
( Aſſay ) whether roaſted or Raw thou thinkſt the better Meas. 


Dijoniceous writeth, that the number of thoſe that ſuffered Martyr- 


dom about that time was great, Men, Women, young Men, Mai- 


dens, old Wives, and Men of all ſorts and ages, of whom ſome with 
Scourgings and Fire, and ſome with the Sword abtained the V.Ctory, 
and got the Crown; neither, ſaith he, to this day doth the Preſident 
ceaſe cruelly Murdering ſuch as be brought before him, tearing 
ſome with Torments, Impriſoning others, and commanding that ts 
man ſhould come to them, yet God vith the daily reſort of the Bre- 
thren doth comfort the afflicted. 
Not long after this time the Church had Peace for about the ſpace 
of forty four years, during which time it did Ty — and 
| oth ro Court, 
and elſewhere; but through this great proſperity the Chriſtians be- 
gan to degenerate, and to grow Idle, ſtriving and contending among 
themſelves upon every occaſion, with railing words beſpattering 
one another in a deſpiteful manner, Biſhops againſt Biſtiops, and Peo- 
le againſt People, moving hatred and (edition each againſt other, 
ſides curied Hypoerifie and Diffimulation more and more, by rea- 
ſon whereof Gods Judgments brake forth againſt them, the Paſtours 
being inflamed in mutual — againſt each other; then did the 


is People z then did Dioc/ecran the 
Emperour 
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Perſecutions after the ( oming of Chriſt, &c. 
Emperour raiſe a great and grievous Perſecution againſt the Ci.urch , 
commanding all the Meeting: places of the Chrittians to be ſpoiled 

and cat down, and the Book of the Scripture to be burnt, which 

was executed with all rigour and contempr that might be, giving out 

EdiQs for the diſplacing of all Chriſtian Magiſtrates ; and tor Impri- 

{oning of the Elders and Biſhops,and a great Lerſecution enſued : But 

the Chriſtians manfully paſſed through exceeding bitter Torments, 

by Scouging, Whipping; and Racking, and being put to death , ſo 

that it cannot be exprefied what number of Martyrs ſuffered, what 

Blood was ſhed through all Cities and Regions for the Name of Chriſt 

in this Emperours time,by divers Tormenrs z ſome being hanged up 

by the Feet, and by the ſmoke of a {mall Fire ſtrangled. 

- One Peter was hoyfted up naked, and ſo beaten and torn with 

Whips, that his Bones might be ſeen; then they poured on Salr 

and Vineger,andAfter Roafted him with a ſoft Fire. 

Ato many Chriftians being met together, Maximinian the Empe- 
rour ſent ſome to burn the Meeting place, and bura them all ; but 
tirſt they commanded a Cryer to Proclaim, that wholoever would 
have lite ſhould come out, and fagrifice to Fupiter, otherwiſe they 
jhould be all burnt ; then one teping up boldly in the name of all the 
reſt, ſaid, we are all Chriſtia)zs, and believe that Chriſt is our only God 
and King, ana we will ſacrifice to none but him : hereupon the Fire was 
kindled and many Men Women and Children wers burat in that 

lace, 
| And the puniſhments theſe Chriſtians endured were fo great, and 
horrible, as no Tongue 1s ableroexprels ; as Whippings, Scourg- 
ings, Rackings, horrible Scrapings, Sword, Fireſhip-boats, where- 
ivto many were put, and ſunk into the Sea, as allo hanging upon 
Croſles, binding tome to the bodies of Trees, with their Head hang- 
ing downwards, hang'nz others by the mideles upon Gallowles, till 
they dyed of hunger, throwing divers alive ro Bears, Leopards, 
wilde Bulls, pricking others with bodkins, and tallens of 'Beaſts, ill 
they were almoſt dead. 

The Chriſtians being aſſembled at Antivch, where one Romanus 
ran to them, declaring to them that the Wolves were at hand, 


which would deyour- them; yet he exhorted them not to fear : . 


A Band of armed.men were ſent againſt them, but they kept their 
Faith ; whereupon the Souldiers lent word to their Capraih, that 
they could not force the Chriſtians te deny their Faith, by reaſon 
of Romans, who did ſo mightily etcourage them ; The Captain 
commanded that he ſhould be brought before bimy which. was done 
accordingly ; What, ſaith the Caprain, Artthou the Author of this 


Sedition ? Art thou the cauſe that ſo many loe their lives; by the , 
Gods I Swear, thou ſhalt anſwer for them all, and ſhalt ſuffer thoſe p 


Torments that thou encourageſt them to underga: Rewanus anſwer- 
ed, Thy Scatance, O Emperor, I williagly cmbrace, 1 refuſe nog 
to be (acrificed for my Brethren, and that by. 2s cruel Tarmeats 25 
thou canſt inveat: The Captain bejog much enraged with this 
his Rout anſwer, commandes him to be truſt up, and his —_ 

rawn 
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crlecuted. 
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Perſecutions after the Comme of C.bri/*, &c. 


drewn out ; whereupon the Executionor {aid, not 1p Sir; this 
man is of noble p: raftage, and therefore he may not be put to ſo igno- 
ble a death, ſcourge him then,. quoch the Captain, with whips 
having knobs of lead at the end ; but Remeamw long all the time of 
his whipping, requiring not to favour him for nobilicies ſake, nor 
the blood of Progenicors, ſaith he, bur the Chriſtian Proteflion 
makes me Noble. Then did hederide their Idol Gods, which in- 
raged the Tyrant, ſo that he commanded his ſides to be lanced with 
Knives, till the Boges were laid open, yet ſtill did the holy Martyr 
preach the living God,. and the Lord Jetus Chriſt to him, tor which 
the Tyrant commanded them to ſtrike out his teeth ; alſo his face 
was buffetted ; his Eye-lids torn z his Cheeks gaihed with Knives , 
the skin of his Beard pulled off, yet the meck Martyr ſaid, 7 thank 
thee, O Captain, that thou haſt opened'to me ſo many Mouthes, 45 Wounds, 
whereby I may Preach my Lord and Saviour Jelus Chriſt z Zeok how 
meny Wounds I have, ſo many meuths Thave lauding and praiſing God. 
The Captain aſtoniſhed at his conſtancy, bad them give over tor- 
menting him, yet he threatned to burn him, reviled him, and 
blaſphemed God ſaying, Thy crucified Chriſt is but a yefterdayes 

, the Gods of the Gentiles are of greateſt Antiquity, But 
Romani taking occaſion from hence, declared to him the Eternity 
of Chriſt, withall, ſaying, give me a Chriſtian Child of feven 
years old, and thou ſhalt hear what he will ſay, hereupon a Boy 
was called out of the Multitude, to whom Romance ſaid, Tell me my 
pretty Babe, whether thou think it reaſon that we worthip Chrift, 
and in Chriſt one Father, or clſe that we worſhip infinite Gods, 
the Child anſwered, that certainly -what we affirm to be Ged muſt 
necds be one, which with one is one and the ſame, and inaſmuch 
as this one is Chriſt, of neceſſity Chrift muſt be the true God ; for 
that there be many Gods we Children cannot believe, T he Cap- 
tain amazed at this, ſaid, Thou young Villain and Traytor, where, 
and of whom - learneft thou this Leſſon of my mother, ſaid he, 
with whoſe milk I ſucked, in this Leſſon, that I muft believe in 
Chrift; The mother was called, and ſhe gladly appeared, the 
Tyrant commanded the Child to be horſed up, and (courged , the 
Standers by beholding this mercileſs att, could not refrain from 
tears; the joyful and glad mother alone ſtood by, with dry cheeks, 
yea, ſhe rebuked her {weet Babe for deſiring a cup of cold wateg, 
charging him to thirſt after the cup that the Babes of Berh/em: once 
drunk of ; ſhe willing him to remember little Jazs, who willingly 
offered his neck to the dint of his fathers Sword, &c. Then did 
the cruel Tormentor pull of the skin, hair and all from the crown 
of the Childs head ; the mother, Crying, Caſey my Child, «non thou 
ſhalt peſs to him that will adorn thy head with a Crown of Eternal 


glory. Thus the mother counſelleth and cncourageth, the Child is 
encouraged and receiveth the ftrips with a ſmilling countenance, 
The Captain ſecing the Child invincible, and himſelf vanquiſhed, 
commanded him to be caſt into the ſtinking Priſon, whiteſt the 


Torments of Romanus were renewed and cncrealſed; then was 
| Romani 
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Perſccutions after the (Coming of Chrift, &c. 
Roms brought forth again toreceive new ſtrips upon his old ſorts, 
the fleſh being torn, and the bare bones appearing, yet the crue| 
Tyrant raging like a mad man, quarrelled with the 4 ormentors for 
dealing ſo mildly with him, commanding them to cut, prick and 
punch him, and then he paſſed lentence vpon him, together with 
the Child to be burned todeathz to whom Kemanae, (ard, I appeal 
from this unjuſt ſentence of thine to the righteous Throne of 
Chriſt, that upright Judge; not becauſe I tear thy cruel Tor- 
ments, and mercileſs handling, but that thy Judgments may be 
known to be cruel and bloody. When they came to the plice of - 
Execution, the Tormeators required the Child of his mother, for 
the had carricd it in her Arms from the Priſon, ſhe kiſſed it, delivered 
t to them, and as the Executionar was ſtriking of his head, ths ſaid, 
tarewel my fweet Child. | 


All Laud and praiſe with heart and Voice, 
O Lord, we yeild to thee ; 

To whom the death of all thy Saints 
We know moſt dear to be. 


The Childs head being cut off the mother wrapt it in her garment, 
laid « to her breſt, and lodeparted, Then was Remanme cat into a 
mighty Fire which beinz quencied with a great ſtorm of Rain ; the 
Tyrant commanded hjs Tongue to be cut out, and afterwards cau- 
{ed him to be ſtrangled inthe Priſon, 

Gordius a Centurion in Ceſares, in the heat of this Perſecution left 
his charge, living a ſollitary Life in a Wilderneſs for a long -time, 
at laſt when a ſolemn Feaſt was celebrated ro Mars in that City, and 
multitudes of People were aſſembled in the Theatre to ſee the Games, 
he came and got up into a conſpicuous place, and with a loud Voice 
ſaid z behold Iam found of thoſe that ſought me not. The Multi- 
tude hereupogs looked about ro fee who it was that ſpoke this, and 
Gor dis being known, he was immediatly brought before the Sheriff, 
and being asked, who, and what he was, and why he came thither ? 
he told him the whole Truth, profeſfing, that he believed ia Chriſt, 
valaed not their threatings, and chole this as a ht time to tanifeſt 
bis Profeſſion in : Then did the Sheriff call for Scourges, Gibbets and 
all manner of Torments ;- to whom Gordizs anſwered, That it would 
be a leſs and damaze to him if he did not ſuffer divers Torments and Pu- 
nibments for Chriſt and his Cauſe. The Sheriff more iacenſed hereby, 
commanded all thoſe Torments to be inflicted on him, with which 
Gordis could not be overcome, but ſang, The Lord « my helper, 1 
will net fear what man can de unto me, and I will fear ne evil, becanſe thow 
Lord art with me, &c, Then did he blame the Tormentors for fa- 
vouring him, provoking them to do their uttermoſt ; the: Sherift 
not prevailing that way, ſought by flattery to ſeduce him, promiſing 
him Preferment, Riches, Treaſures, Honour, &Cc. if he would. deny 
Chriſt ; -but Gordius-deriding his footiſh Madneſs, ſaying, The? he 
lovkt for greater preferment in Heaven then he. could give hint here upon 
Kerth. Then was he condemned, and had out of the City and burat, 
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Multitudes followcd him, and tome kiſſing him with Tears, intreated 
him to piry himſelf, tro whom he aniwered, Weep not, I pray you, 
for me, but for the Enemies of God, which fight againſt the Chri- 
ſtians , weep, I ſay, for them which prepare a He for us, purchaſing 
Hell-fire thereby for themſelves in the os of Vengeance ; and ceaſe, 
I pray you, thus to moleſt my quiet and ſetled mind, for truly, For 
the Name of Chrift, 1 am ready to ſuffer « Thouſands deaths, cc. Others 
perſwaded him to deny Chriſt with his mouth, and to keep his Con- 
icience.ro himſelf : my Tongue (faith he) which by Gods goodneſs ] 
ave, cannot be brought to deny the authcr and giver of the ſame ; 
for with the Heart we believe unto righteoufneſs,and with theTongue 
we confeſt unto Salyagion ; and thus perſwading and encouraging 
the People to be willing to dye in the like cauſe, with an unappalled 
corntenance ke willingly gave himſelf to be burnt. 

Baſil in one of his Orations relates a Story of one Fulrtrs, from 
whom one of the Emperours Officers took all her Goods, Lands 2nd 
Servants, cantrary to all Equity z whereupon ſhe eomplaiged w the 
Judges, anda day of hearing was appointed; where the ſpoiled Wo. 
man lamentably declared her Cafe ; but the wicked Villain that had ' 
robbed her, ſaid, that her Attion was of no force, for ſhe was an Out- 
Jaw, for not obſerving the Emperours Gods, and thaz ſhe was a 
Chriſtian : His Allegation was allowed, Incenſe was prepared for 
her to offer to the Gods, which if ſhe refuſed, ſhe ſhould neither have 

roteQion: nor benefit of the Emperours Laws, nor ccntinue her 
Fife s ſhe hearing this, inthe mighty Strength cf God, ſaid, Farwel 
Riches, welcome Poverty ; Farwel Life, welcome Death, &1l that I 
have,were it a Thouſand times more, would loſe, rather then ſpeak 
one wicked word againſt Gud my Creator , I yeild thee moſt hearty 
thanks, O my God, for this gift of Grace, that Ican condemn and 
diſpiſe this frail and tranlitery World, efteeming the Profeffion of 
Chriſt above all Treafures, And thence forth, when any Queſtion 
was propoſed to her, her anſwer was, Iam the Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; herKindred and Friends earneſtly folliciting her to change 
ker miad, but ſhe conftantly refuſed, with deteftation of their 1dola- 
try: Thendid the cruel Judge condemn her te be burnt, whick Sen- 
rence ſhe embraced jayfully, as a thing moſt ſweet and deleftable 
and ſo ſhe addreſſed her ſelf to the Flames,in countenance,jcſture and, 
words declaring the Joy of her Heart, coupled with ſingular conſtan- 
cy, and ſocmbracing the Fire ſhe (weet]y !lept in the Lord, 

Thus near the ſpace of three hundred years was the Church of 
Chriſt aſſaulted on eyery fide, had ſmall reft, no joy nor outward ' 
ſafety in this preſent World, but in much bitterneſs of Hear:, in 
eantinual tears and mourning under the Croſs paſſed over their 
days, being ſpoiled, impriſoned, contemned, reviled, famiſhed, 
xormented and martyred cycry where, by night aſſembling to fin 
Praiſes to God ; in all whichtheir dreadful dangers, and fhrowfh 
aflliQions, oerwithftanding the goodneſs of the Lord left them 
mot delglate, but the more their outward Tribulations did increaſe, 
the caors. their inward Conlolations did abound , and the Hircher 
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oft they ſcemed from the joyes of this Lite, the more preſent | 


was the Lord with them with Grate ard fortitude to confirm and 
rejoyce their Souls , and though their poſſcfſons and riches in this 
World were loſt and ſpoiled, yet were they inriched with heavenly 
Gifcs and Treaſures trom aljove an Wandredtold; then was true 
Religion truely felt in the Heart ; then was Chriſtianity net in out- 


ward appearance ſhewed only, but in inward atteQion received ; . 


then was the Name and Fear of God true in Heart, not in Lips alone 
dwelling, Faith then was fervent, Zeal ardent, Prayer not {wiming 
in the Lips, but groaned out to God from. the bottom of the Spirit z 
then was no Pride in the Church, nor let{ure to ſeek riches, nor 
time to keep them ; contention for T rifles was then ſo far from Chri- 
ſtians, "that well were they when = could mect to pray together 
againſt the Devil the author of all diflention. 

" But after this the Chriftians coming to be in favour with the 
Emperours, and riches and worldly wealth crept into the Clergy, 
and the Devil poured his venom into the Church, fo that true humi- 
lity began to decay,and Pride to ſer in his Fuot ; and after the Church 
through favour of the Emperours, was indued with Lands, Dona- 
tions, Poſſeſfions and Patrimonies, and the Biſhops feeling the (mack 
of Wealth, caſe and proſperity, began to ſwell in pomp and pride, 


and the more they flouriſhed in this World, the more Gods holy Spi# 


ric forſook them, nill at laſt the Biſhops, who were for a long time 
kept low, and perſecuted, as before uw related, now of perſecuted 
People, began to be Perſecutors of others, and through theirpride 
and riches were wholy degenerated from the true Religion, and be- 
came Adverſaties to God, and perſecuted and deftroyed his living 
Witneſſes and Members, as any were raiſed up from time to time to 
bear a Teſtimony againſt their Apoſtacy, as in this following Hiſto- 
ry will appear, 


Pare III 


Part III 


Containing an Account of the grievous Sufferings, 
Perlecutions and Martyrdom of the Ser- 
vants of the Lord, inflitted on them by the 
Papiſts, after the Apoſtacy from the antient 


Primitive Goſpel of Truth preached by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
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Ohy ſaw there would be an Apoſtacy from the bleſſed Faith 
| in his daies; for he ſaw a Beaſt riſe ont of the Sea, andthe Dragon 
gave him hu Power, and his Seat, and great Authority, and ail the 
world wonacred after the Beaſt, and they worſbipped the Dragon which gave 


Power unto the Beef and they worſhipped the Beaſt, ſaying, who u« like 
unto the Beaſt? who #« a'le to make War with him? And he opened his 


Mouth in Bleſphemy againſt God, to Wa pheme his Name and his Taberna- 
Z 


cle, and them that dwcll in Heaven and it mas given unto him to make War 


with the Saints, and to overcome them, and: power was given him over 
all Kindreds. Tongnes and Nations, and all that dwell upon the Earth ſhall 
worſhip him, whoſe Names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb 
ſlain frem the Foundation of the World, 

After this great Darkneſs had ſpread over Natior's and People for 
ſome years, the Lord raiſed up ſome from rime 10 time ro baze 
Teſtimony, according to their meaſures of light and knowledge 
they had received , againſt the blingnc(s and ignorance that the 
World was under, as in the following inſtances the Reader may 
obtrve. 


Robert of 449 living 1n the year 1240 wrot ſharply totl.e Pope, 
(elpecially for he evils be committed in England) that he was 0P- 
polite to Chrift,a Murderer of Souls and an Heretick, and complain- 
cd on his death-bed of the corruptions which were {prung up in the 
Church, and inveighed bitterly againſt the manifvld abominatjons 


of the Church aad Court of Rome, ſaying, well may theſe verſes be 
applied to them. 


The whole world cannat ſuffice their gr eedy covetou mind, 
Nor all their drabs .and naughty pack, their filthy lufting kind. 


Forhis thundring againft the Rewiſþ Church, and for his publick 
reproving of the covetouſneſs, pride and manifold Tyrannies of the 
Pope be was excommunicated tothe pit of Hell by /nnecesr the fourtb, 
and cited to Coine to his bloody Court ; buthe appealed from the 


Poprs 
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Popes Tyranny to the Eternal Tribunal of ſeſus Chriſt, and ſhortly 
after died : Yea, before this there were ſome found in Enxland who 


teſtified againſt the corruptions of the Church of &:»ve, and (uffercd 


for the ſame, for in the year 884. Fohn Patrick Erigena wrot 4 Buck 
about the Lords Supper, which was afterwards condemaed by the 
Pope, and he martyred for it, 

In the year 960.ſome were braned in the Face at Oxford,and baniſh- 
cd for ſaying, That the Church of Rome was the V/hore of Babilon ; 
Monkery aſtinking Carion, their Vows nurles of ſodomy; Purgatory 
and Males, &c. inventions of the Devil. 

Ia the year 1126. there was one Arnold an Engliſh Prexcher was 
cruelly butchered for preaching againſt Prelates pride, and Prieft 
wicked lives. 

About the year 1160. about thirty Waldenſes came into Eng- 
!axd, one Gerrard being their Minifter, thele People labouring to 
win Diſciples to Chritt, were quickly ſmelt out by the Popiſh 
Clergy, and great complaints were made againſt them to the King, 
being Henry the Second , who cauſed them to be brought be- 
fore an Aſſembly of Biſhops at Oxford, where Gerrard ſpeaking for 
them, ſaid, to rhis effe& , we are Chriſtians, holding the DoGrine, 
of the Apoſtles; ig their Examiuations they would not admit of 
Salt, Spittle, and Exorciſms in Baptiſm and the Eucharift, nor of 
binding with the ſtool in Marriage ; and being 2dmoniſhed to repent 
and return to the unity of the Church, they delpiſed that countel, 
and ſcorned threats, ſaying, Bleſſed are they which Suffer Perſecution 
for Righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Then 
did the Bithops excomunicate them, and fo delivered them over to 

2 corperally Puniſhed by the King, who cauſed them to be burnt 
as Hereticks1n the forchead, and to be whipr through Oxfora, they 
finging all the while, Z/eſſed are ye when men hate you, and diſpitefully 
ve you; and the King further commanded that none ſhould periume to 
receive them to houſe, nor to cheriſh them with any comfort, where- 
by they miſerably p:riſhed with hunger and cold, none affording any 
c,mfort to them, 

Theſe w4/denſes are rep ited the firſt Reformers aſter the darkneſs 
cf Popery had overſpread the Chriſtian World, as b-fore is rela- 
ted:And Pope A'exanler the third being informed. that divers perſ-ns 
in Lyons queſtionzd his Soveraign Authority over the whole Church, 
curſed Yao and his Adherents, commanding the Arch-Bithop to 
proceed againſt them by Eccleſiaſtical cerſures totheir utter exrir- 
pation z; whereupon tkey were wholiy chaſed out of Lyons ; Yalde 
and his followers were called waldexſes, who afterwards ({pread 
themſelves into divers Countrics,and COMPARES. and tor their Reli- 
gion many of them were Burnt to death,and flecing uito Germany and 
other Countries, many of them were put to death ; Pope Alexander 
-1.:de a Decree that theſe Goſpellers, and all their Favourers ſhould 

© -xc2municared, and that none ſhould ſeli them any thing, or buy 
{5 ting of chem. 

Uur the raldenſes, notwithſtanding all the Popes Curles. _ 
ein 


Perſecuted by the Papiſts after the time 
rinued publiſhing, that the Pope was Antichriſt, the Mals an 
Abomination, the Hoſt an Idol, and Purgatory a Fable , whereupon 
Pope Ianocent the third Anno 1198. ſecing that the other remedieg 
were not ſufficient to ſuppreſs theſe Hereticks, as he called them, 
authorized certain Monks Inquiſitors who by proceſs ſhould appre- 
hend and deliver them to the ſecular power, by a far ſhorter, but 
much more cruel way then was uſed formerly, for by this means 
they were by thouſands delivered into the Magiſtrates hands, agd 
by them to the Executioners, whereby in a few years all Chrifendens 
was moved with compaſhon to ſee ſo many. burnr and banged that 
did truſt only in Chriſt for Salvation, 

And from the year 1170. to the year 1470, many noble Wit- 

neſſes were raiſed upia E7g/ans, and elſewhere, to write againſt the 

Popes pride, calling him Antichriſt, &c, and to bear a publick 
Teſtimony in theſe dark times againſt the corruption and abominable 

Idolatry (which was crept into the Church) with the hazard of their 

Lives and Libertics, amongſt which were the Zo/lards, of the in- 

creaſe of whom the Pope had often complained in Richard the ſecond's 

time, but could not prevail; and King Herry the fourth coming to the 

Crown by Uſurpation, ro ingratiate hinytelf with the Clergy, made 

a Law, that Zollards ſhould be burnt at the diſcretion of the Biſhops ; 

x. 5. Whereupon divers ſuffered Martyrdom, as followeth. 

—— md Willem Sawtery of Londox in the year 1400. was impriſoned by 
__ une” Thom es Arondell Arch- Biſhop of Canterbary, VVillian Sawtry deſired 
" his cauſe might be heard by the Parliament then ſitting for the 
commodity of the whole Realm, but the Bithops would got allow it, 

but cauſed him to be brought before them, who examined him upon 

cight Articles, the laft whereof was about Tranſubſtantiation, to 

which he anſwered, that after the words of Conſecration there 

xemained very bread, the ſame bread, which it was before the words 

were ſpoken ; whereupon he was condemned by Robert Hall, the 

Biſhops Chancellour, after which they got a warrant from the 

King, direQed to the Mayor and Sheriff of Z:»-» for bis burn- 
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wikiigm Thorp for the ſame cauſe was examined avd impriſoned ; 
and after a long examination, before theArch-Biſhop,was cammitted 
to another foul bad Priſon, where he never was before, of which 
place he writeth as followeth : After I was brought to Priſon, when 
all men were gone forth from me, the Priſon doors faſt, being by 
, tny (elf, Ibeganto Think on God, and to thank him for his good- 
neſs, and I was then greatly comforted, not only for that I wes:chen 
delivered for a time from the preſence of the Scorning, and from the 
Menacing of my Encmics,but much more Irejoyced in the Lord, be- 
sauſc that through his Grace he kept me ſo, both among the flatrer- 
iag eſpecially, and among the menacing of mine Adverfaries, 
that without heavineſs and anguiſh of my Conſcience I paſſed awsy 

from them. | 
Ia his examination the Biſhop told him, that it was certified 
againft him, that he preached openly and- boldly in aka +4 
| that 


. 
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of the Apoſtacy from the Truth. 
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that Priefts have no title to Tythes, the ſubſtance of his Anſwer 
WAS, 


Thefe was one came to Priſon to me, and asked, what I {aid of 


ythes, to whom I {aid, ask the Priefts and Clerks of the Town, the 
man replyed, our Prelates ſay,they are curſed that withdraw their 
Tythes ; I ſaid, I wonder any Prieſt ſay men are Curſed withour 
the ground of Gods Word, and put the man to enquire of the Prieſt 
of that Town, where the ſentence of curſing them that Tythed nor 
was written in Gods Law ; and I ſaid frrther in the old Law, whxh 
ending not fully till Chriſt roſe up from death to life, God command- 
ed Iyrites to be given to the Levites, but the Prieſts were to have 
but the tenth parc of thoſe Tythes given to the Levites ; now, ſaid 
I, in the new Law neither Chriſt, nor any of his Apoftles took 
Tythes of the Pevple, nor commanded the People to pay Tythes , 
but Chriſt taught the People to ſhew works of mercy, and I ſaid ner 
of Tythes, bur of pure Almes of the People Chriſt agd the Apeſtles 
lived, when they were ſo buſie in preaching the word to the 
People, that they could not otherwile work to get their liveli- 
hood. 


Then the Biſhop ſaid, thou preached(t openly at Shrowſsury, that it 
is not lawful to (wear in any calc, 


Thorp ſaid, by the Authority of rhe Epiſtle of Fames, and by 


witneſs of divers others, I have preached openly in one place or The - 
other, that it is not lawful for agy to ſwear in any caſe by any 35%" 


Creature, 


Then the Clerk asked, him whether it were not lawful for a 
Subje&t, at the cemmand of his Prelate, to kneel down arid touch 
the holy Goſpel book, and kiſs ir, ſaying ſo he/p me God, and this 
holy Dome ? 


Th-rp ſaid, Yeſpeak full largly, what if a Prelate command his 
Subject todo an unlawful thing, ſhould he obey ? 


Arch-Biſbop z a Subje&t ought not to ſuppoſe that his Prelate will 
bid him do an unlawful thing. 

Therp, But to our purpole related the Opinion of a maſter in Di- 
Vinity 1n the matter of Swearing, who ſaid, it was not lawful either 
to give or take any ſuch charge upon a Book, for every Bok is no- 
thing elſe but divers Creatures, of which it is made of : Therefore 
to {ware upon a Book 1s to {wear by Creatures, and this (wearing is 
ever uplawtul ; this Senteace (laith Thorp)witnefſeth Chryſoſtom plain- 
ly, blaming them greatly that bring forth a book to {wear upon, 
charging Clerks, that in no wiſe they conſtrain any Body to ſware, 
whether they think a man to (ware true or falſe, Then the 4rch- 
Biſhop ſcorned me, and threatened me with fharp and great Punith- 
ment, except left this Opinion of ſwearing. 

Thorp (aid, It is not only my opinion, but the opinion of Chrift, 
Fames and Chryſoftom, and divers others. 

The Clerk ſaid, Wilt thou tarry my Lord longer ? ſubmit thee 
here meckly to the Ordinance of holy Church, aad lay thy hand 
upon a Book, touching the holy Goſpel of God, promiſing, nor 


only 


{wcaring Of 


a Book. 
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only with thy Mouth, but alſo with thine Heart co ſtand to my Lords 
ordinance. 

Thorp ſaid, have I not told you here, how that I heard a Maſter of 
Divinity ſay ; That in ſuch cafe it 1s all one to touch a Book, as t6 
ſwear by a Book. Ss ? 

Biſhop, There is no Maſter of Divinity in England, but if he hold 
this opinion before me, I ſhall pumiſh him; as I thall do thee, except 
thou {ware as I ſhall charge thee. | | 

Thorp, Is not Chryſoffom an ententive Dottor, 

Biſhop, Yea. | 

Thorp , If Chryſoſtom proveth him worthy of great blame that 
bringeth forth a Book to {ware,upon, it muſt needs follow that he is 
more to blame that {weareth on%har Book. 

__ TheClark ſaid, lay thine Hand e.pon the Bock, touching the holy 
Goſpel of God, and take thy charge. 

Thorp, I underſtand that the holy Goſpel of God miy not be rouch- 
ed with mans Hand. Ws 

It was mentioned before that he was impriſoned by Thomas 
Arondell Arch-Biſhop of Canterbary; and it is recorded that he was 

| by the ſaid Biſhop ar laft ſecretly put to death inthe year 1407. 

ob P wr- Fohn Puryey was impriſoned by. Henry Chicheley Arch-biſhop of 

3:y Marty Canterbury in the year 1421, he writ a Book againſt the Pope, where- 

: in he calls him Antichriſt, and that his cenſures was lik ; the blaſt of 

Lucifer, He, the ſaid Parvey complained, that many before him, 
who had impugned the Romitherrorrs, had been impritoned, killed, 
and their Books burnt, and that none were ſuffered to preach but 
ſuch as would ſwear obedience to the Pope : For which he was im- 
priſoned, and ſecretly made away by the aforeſaid Biſhop. 

Roger Aiton To the year 1413. Roger Afon, Fohn Brown, John Beverly were 

and other F perſecuted, and put to death for their Teſtimony to the Truth, in 

Perfecute® Jy"; in the field, together with divers others, to the nufnber of 
thirty ſix,all which were hanged with Fire made under them. Theſe 
godly perſons in theſe dangerous times uſed te mcet in the night in 
Giles's 1n the Fields to pray and preach, which the Bilhops having no- 
tice of, they informed the King as if they intended to rebe] ; where- 
upon the King going with many armed men at Midnight took thele 
thirty fix,and cauſed them to be executed ; the number thar were al- 
ſembled was greater, but they fled, amongſt whom was w:l, Marie of 
Dunſtable, Maultſter, wko being afterwards apprehended was drawn 
hanged and burnt, within few daies after their Execurion : Thomes 
Arunacl Arch-biſhop was fo ſtricken by God in his tongue, that he 

A Judg- could neither ſwallow any food, nor ſpeak for diverſe daics before 

ment on a his death, whereby hedied in much miſery. And this was thoughs 

Perfecutor. to come upon him, for that he ſo bound the Word of the Lord, that 
it ſhould not be preached in his dates. 

About this time there began to ſpring forth ſome light in Bohemig, 
the Bohemians having received ſome of wickliffs Books, began firſt to 
tafte and ſavour Chriſts Goſpel, till at length by the preachiog of 
John Hus they encreaſed more and more in knowledge, infomuch 


that 
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that Pope Alexender the fifth hearing thereof, began to ſtir Coals, 
and directed his Bull to the Arch- biſhop of Swinco, requiring him to 
look to the maFrer, that no perſons ſhould maintain that DoArine , 
and nor long after this Toh» Haus and Ferome of Prague were both con- 
demned, and burnt at Conſtance, by the Council held there , and yet 
their blood did not fatisfhe their Adverſaries, but they took further 
counſel for the deftruttion of thete People in the whole Nation, for 
when fifty eight of the cheif Nobles of Bohemia, in the Name of all 

| the Commons Ano 1416, had ſent letters from Pragse to the 
Council, complaining, that Fohn Hue their Paſter, an innocent and 

holy man, and faithful Teacher of the Truth was unjuſtly condem- 
ned, the Council inſtead of anſwering them, wrote Letters t» ſome 
violent Papifts who were 1n Autherity,. to afliſt their Legate iv op- 
preſſing the Hereticks ; and hereapogſ#6 perſecuted them all man- 
ner of ways, uſeing great violence#fowards Miem ; inſomuch that 
they raifed Tumults, and one Ziſca, anoble man of that Country, 
being ſore grieved for the death of John» Hus and Ferome of Pragne, 
minding to revenge the Injuries which the Council had done, greatly 

to the diſhonour ef the Kingdom of Behemia, upon their Complices 

and Adherents he gathered together a number of men of War, 

ſubverted the Monatteries, and Idolatrous Temples, pulling down 

and breaking ia pieces the Images and Idols, driving away the Monks 

and Prieſts, which he ſaid were kept up 1a their Cloiſters like Swine 

in their Styes to be fatted : when this Ziſca died, in remembrance of 
him the Bohemians ingraved over his Tomb, in the Greek Languages 

this Epitaph ; 


John Ziſca, 4 Bohemian, Enemy ts all wicked and Couttuomt 
Prieſts, but with a godly Zeal, 


Yet ſtill as the Popiſh party prevailed they exerciſed all manner of 
Cruelty upon the poor Servants of Chriſt, till they were utterly ſup- 
preſſed by force, many of whom fled into tbe hilly Country, neer to 
Silefia, to inhabit z where throwing off all ſuperſtitious practices they 
applyed themſelves to the beſt form thar they according to the beft of 
their underſtandings judged to be nearcſt to the primitive Chriltians, 
calling themſelves Brethren and Siſters : They were branded with 
the Name of Piccards, a Name by which the waldexſes in Piccardy 
were called : The purity that was amongſt them much diſpleaſed 
the Devil; for he raiſed a ſudden and violent Tempeſt agaiaft them, 
and an Edit was proclaimed, threatning death to all that ſhould ad- 
miniſter to the Piccards 3 whereupon they were brought into great 
extremity : A ſecond EdiQt came forth that none of then ſhould be 
ſuffered either to live in Bohemia, or Hyravia ; hereupen they were 
diſperſed amongft the Woods and Mountains, dwelling in Caves, 
where yet they were ſcarce ſafe, ſo that they were forced ro make no 
Fire, nor dreſs any mext, but in the night time leaſt the ſmoak hould - 
betray them. In the cold Winter nights ſitting by the Fire they ap- 
plyed themſelves to the reading of the Bible, and holy diſcourſes, 


when in the Snow they went abroad to provide them neceſſaries they 
G went 


et. A 
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went cloſe together, and leſt their foot-ſteps hould betray them, the 
kindermoſt ot rhem did draw after him a great bovgh to cover the 
prints which their feet had made, - 

But toreturn again to give a futher aCcount of Sufferers in England ; 
Fohn Claydon of London Curryer inthe year 1415. being examined 
before Henry Chichly Arch-Biſhop of Caenturbary, upon tuſpition of 
Hereſie, he confeſſed, that for the ſame cauſe he had been formerly 
impwmſoned by Rovers Braybrock, Biſhop of Londen, in Conway Priſon 
two years, and at another time three years in the Fleet, and alſo 
that he had ſeveral Ezglzſb books that he took delight to hear read 
to him, oneof the books was entituled, The Lenthors of Light, in 
which books were contained; x Speaking ar Treating of the Text, 
how the Enemy did ſow the Tears, there is thus aid, That wicked 
Antichriſt, the Pepe, bath ſowed bis Popiſh and corrupt Decrees, which 
are of no authority, ſtrength, wor value, and that the Biſhops Licence 
for « man to Preach is the true Charatter of the Beaſt and Antichrif : And 
that the Cours of Rome is the Chief Head of Antichriſt : | And that 
mo Reprobate is 4 Member of the Church: His books being examined, 
were condemned as heretical, t& be butnt in the Fire, and Sentence 
of Condemnation was paſt upon him by the Arch-Biſhop, and he 
was delivered to the ſecular Power, by whom he was carried 
into Smithfield, and there burnt with one Richard Turning a 
Baker 


The next year after the burning of theſe men, the Prelates of 


England, ſeeing the daily increaſe of the Goſpel, and fearing the ruia 


of their papal Kingdom, took counſel together , with what deli- 
gence they could to maintain the ſame: Wherefore, to make their 
State and Kingdom ſure, by Statutes, Laws, Conftitutions and 
Terror of Puniſhment, Henry Chichly Arch-Biſhop in his Convo- 
cation holden at Zondozx maketh another Conſtitution againſt the 
poor Lellaras,which was ſcat abroad Anno 1416. to be ſtraitly execu- 
ted ; in which their Officials (or Commillaries) were required twice 
every year at leaſt, to make diligent enquiry after ſuch perſons as 
were * peRed of Hereſic;and Pariſhoners were to be ſworn upen the 


Evangclifts to diſcover whether they knew any fre 
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Conventicles, or differing in their life and manners from other Com- 

mon Catholick men, or that ſhould have any Books in the EngirſÞ 
ue. 


To ; : . 
| Aer the ſetting out of this Conſtitution afareſaid, great inquifi- 


tion hereupon followed in Exgland, and many good men, who bogart 


to have a love to the Goſpel, were much troubled, and great 
Sufferers. 


| John Gale of London was ſummoned befare the Arch-Biſhop, fot 


having a Book in Engliſh, entituled, A Book of the new Low. 

Ralph 24ungin tor the fame Dottrine was condemned to perpetual 
mpriſanment, | 

wiliam white a follower of Johns wickliff, he was of a devout hol 
lift, is recorded as a Morning Star in the midſt of a Cloud,a man wel 
tearnced,an upright man, ad well ſpoken,for the love of the Truth he 


gavey 


_— 
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gave over his Preiſthood, but nor his preaching, for he continually 
laboured to advance the glory of God, by reading, writing and 
preaching : The chicf matters charged againſt him were, that he 
aeld $ 


That men ſhould ſeek for the forgiveneſs of their ſins only at the 
hahd of God, 


That the Pope was an Enemy unto Chrifts Truth, 

That menought not to Worſhip Images. 

That the Romiſo Church was the Figg-Tree which Chriſt Curſea, be. 
' cauſe it brought forth no Fruit of the trae Beleif, 

That [uch us wear C.ules, or be Annointed, or Shory, are the Souldjers 
of Lucifer, And that all ſucb, becan'e their Lamps are not burning, (hal 
be (hut out when us the Lord ſhall come. 

He was apprehended (for preaching and teaching ſuch like Do- 
Ctrine) in Norfolk, and being had before the Biſhop of Norwich ; he 
was convicted, condemaed and burat in Ncrwich in the 7th Moneth 
14.24 

Vhen he was at the Stake beginning to open his mouth to ſpeak 
zo the People, to exhort them and confirm thera in the Truth, one of 
rhe Biſhops Servants ftruck kim in the mouth, thereby to force 
him to keep filence: And thus this goed. man received the Crown 
of Martyrdom, and ended this Mortal lite, to the great grief of all 
good men in Norfolk ; bis wife Foane following her Husbauds ſteps, 


Ayy 
according to her power teaching and ſowing abroad the fame Do- NY = 
Arine, confirmed many in Gods Truth, wherefore ſhe ſuffered mich : 


trouble and puniſhment the ſame year at the hands of the faid 
Bifhop. 

Zobs Gooſe 1473. being called before the Biſhops, and accuſed 
for Hereſie, bcing condemned and delivercd to Robert Behiſaon one 
of the Sheriffs of Zondow, to ſee him burat in the afternoon, - the 
Sheriff, like a charitable man, had him bome to his houſe, and there 
exhorted him to deny his Errors, he deſired the Sheriff to be content, 
tor he was ſatisfied in his Conſcience, The Sheriff giving kim ſome 
meat, he being ny hungry did cat fo freely as it the hour of his 
death had not becn known to be ſo nigh, ſaying to the Standers by, 
Teat now 4 good and competent Dinner, for I ſhall paſs « little ſharp Shower 
ere I goto Supper ; and having dined, he required that he might be 
led to the place where he ſhould yield up his ſpirit unto God. 

About this time there being a war begun by the Tris againſt the 
Chriftiaws, localled, there was great invaſions and victories obtain- 
ed by the Tarks againſt them, inſomuch that the Twrks in the ſpace of 
Thirty years ſubdued, Ar4bia, got Retging, Phenetia, Siria, Eeypr and 
Perfis, raging with their Armies throughout all 4fs and Evrope, 
Conqueriag as they paſſed : The cauſes of which Invafions and 
Viftories as is recorded, were the diſſention, diſcord, falſhood, idle- 
neſs, unconftancy, greedy avarice, lack of Truth and fidelity 
amongſt Chriftian men, of all Rates and degrees both high and 
low ; for by the wilful defeftion and back- ſliding of the Chriftians, 
the Turkiſh power did exceedingly encreaſe, and them called Chri- 


ftians 
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ſtians were by multitudes deſtroyed, and as it is written there 
was hardly a Town, City or Village in all Afa and Grec/a, 
allo in a great part of Exrope and Africe, whoſe ſtreets did not 
flow with the Bloed of the Chriſtians, whom theſe cruel Twrks 
Murthered after an iahuman manner, Men and Women being 
by them cut in Pieces, Children tuck upon Poles and Stakes 


. till they gored them to death in the ſight of their Parents, draging 


A zemarkas 
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worthy n0- 
ving. 


ſome at their Horſe tails till theyfamiſhed them to death,tearing tome 
in Pieces tying their Arms and Legs to four Horſes, treading the 
aged and feeble nader their Horſes feet : The Princes of Rafia had both 
their Eyes put out, with Baſons red hot ſet before them, cuting ſome 
aſunder inthe midſ{t,and with other Torments putting many to death, 
inſomuch that the ſtreets and ways of Chalrides did flow with Blocd 
of them that were (lain. The Pretors Daughter of which City, be- 
ing the only Daughter of her Father, and noted to be of fiogular 
beauty, was ſaved out of the ſlaughter, and brought to Mahumet 
the Twrk, to be his Concubine, but ſhe denying to conſent to his 
Twrkiſh filthineſs, was coramanded therefore to be ſlain, it would be 
long to 16:ite,ard incredible to br 1ieve the cruel] and horrible flaugh- 
ters, and miſerable tortures inflicted upon the Chriſtians by theſe 
Turks in moſt perts of Afiz and Africe, but eſpecially in Europe. 

And during all theſe Wars and Slaughters the Pope cealcd not, 
continually calling upon Chriſtian Kings and Princes and Subjeas to 
take the Croſs, and to War againſt the T»rks, leſt he ſhould loſe all ; 
whereupon in that time of Darkneſs and Popery, many took Voyages 
to the holy Land, and many Baitails were fought for the winning the 
holy Croſs; and yet no ſucceſs, neither ever came it proſperoufly 
forward, whatſoever the Pope attempted againſt him, what the cauſe 
was may be eaſily judged, .it the Reader conſiders the groſs Idolatry, 
prophaneſs and degeneration thoſe called Chriſtians were fallen into, 
having wholy loft the true Faith once delivered to the Saints, and 
inftead of being Sufferers, which was once the portion of the true 
Chriſtians, were now became Perſecutors and Deſtroyers of ſuch as 
would nct ſtoop to their Idolatry, and to every fooliſh invention 
that the Popes from time to time did ſet up, and commanded to be 
obſerved. It 1s recorded, that in the timeof Pope Juliws, partly with 
his Wars, and partly with his Curſings in the ſpace of ſeven years, 
about 200000. Chriſtians were deſtroyed, ſo addifted to Bloodſhed 
was this Pope; and as is written, ſurpaſſed many other Popes 'in Ini- 
quity, that ##celiz5 wrot thus of him, Marti illum quam Chrifto 
deditiorem fuiſſe, that is, that he was more given to War, and 
Batail , then to Chriſt, which made Philip Melaniton write an 


Epigram in Latine upon him, rhe ſence of which in Engliſh is as 
followeth: | | 


When F»lius Pope againſt the Frexch determin'd to make War, 

As famereports he gathered up greatTroops of men from far, 

And to the Bridge of Tyber then, marehipg as he were Wood, 
His holy Keys ke took and caſt thema down into the Flood, 
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And afterward into his hand he took a naked Sword ; 

And ſhaking it, braks forth into this tierce and warlike word ; 
This Sword ot Pau{(quoth he) thall now detend us from our Foe, 
Since that this Key of Peter doth nothigg avail thereto, 


In tzc year 1512. there was a fight between Lews the French King 
and this Pope Fultw at Ravenns upon Eaſter day where the Pope was 
vanquithed, and had of his Army {lain tothe number ef Sixtecn 
thouland ; and the next year, this Apoſtolical Warriour, which had 
refigned his Keys to the River of Tyvri before, made an end both of 
his tighting and |fving. 

Abour this time b :gaa the reign of Hemry the eighth King of Enzlend, 
in wheſe reign great alterations and turns of Religion were wrought 
by the mighty operation of Gods Hand, not only in Engz/and, but 
in Gerwany, and other parts of Ewrepe, ſuch as had not been ſeen (al- 
though much groaned tor) many huadred years before, nevertheleſs, 
many luftered great Perſecutions and Martyrdom in this Kings reign, 
both in En:/and, and elſewhere, and many good men were raiſed up 
to bear witneſs to the Truth, yet ſome were of opinion, that it was 
not wholy the Kings fault that ſo much Blood was ſpilr in-bistime, 
for the Biſhops were the Draco to make the bloody Laws, andit was 
the Biſhops that were earneſt to lee the Laws put in Execution, the 
King oftentimes {carce knowing what was done z,and but hearing of a 
Woman that was the ſecond time put upon the Rack, exceedingly 
conderaned the party that was the caule of it, for uſing ſuch extreme 
Cruelty. 

Fobn Brown paſſing from Londen in a Graveſend-Barge, in which 
Barge there was a Pricſt,and Brows ſate hard by him ; whereupon the 
Prieſt ſaid, doft thou know who! am? Thou fitteſt roo neer me: Browy 
ſaid, no fir, I know rot who you are, I tell thee, ſaid he, / «ws 4 Prieſt : 
What ſir,{aid Brows, arc you 4 Parſon,or a Viccay,or a Ladies Chaplain ? 
I am,faid he, Soul Prieft,and fing for a Soul : I pray you fir, faid Brows, 
where find you the Soul when you go to Maſs? I know not, faid the 
Prieft ; and where do you leave it when you have done Maſs ? I cau- 
not tell,ſaid the Prieſt. Brown replyed,it you neither know where the 
Soul is when you begin, aor where you leave it when you have done ; 
how then do you ſave a ſoul * Go thy ways, ſaid the Prieft, thou 
art an Heretick, and.I will be even with thee. And accordingly 
when they came to Land, the Prieſt taking two others with him 
that were preſent in; the Bgat, went and complained to Arch- 
Biſhap Warhams, who {cnt a Warrant preſently to apprehend Brews ; 
and being apprehended the Meſſenger bound his feet under his horſe 
belly, and carried him away to the Arch- Biſhop, neither his wife 
ner friends knowing whether he went, nor what they would de 
with him. The Bilhop caſt him into Priſon, where ke lay abour 
{ix weeks, then was Carried to Aſbford where he dwelt, and there 
jet in the ftocks all night, his wife hearing of ir, came and {et by 
him all night, tro whom he ſhewed how cruelly he had been handled 
by the Arch-biſhop, telling her he could not ſet his feet to the ground, 
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for they had burnt them to the bones to make _him deny Chritlt, 

which, ſaid he, I durſt not do, leſt my Lord Chriſt thould deny me 
hereafter, Therefore, good wife, continue as thou haſt begun, and 

bring up my Children Virtuouſly, and in: the: Fear of God: And 

{o thenext day this Godly Martyr was burnt calling upon God and 

| ſaying, into thy hands I commend my Spirit, thou haſt redeemed 

{| Chilton by Jae, O Lord God of Truth: Ar the fire the [| Bailiff, bid caſt ia his 
_—_ Children alfo, for, ſaid he,. they will ſpring out of his Aſhes. And 
in Queen Aaries time his fon Richard Browns wag ſentenced to be 

burat being a Priſoner at Canterbsry, but that. the Queen dying he 

eſcaped ſuffering. | 

About this time many ſuffered very greatly for Roy againſt 
Worſhipping of Saints, againſt Pilgrimage, for having Scripture 
books inEngliſh, and a took called 1ick!; 7s 11 ioter, 

One of which Sufferers by name Elizabcth Stamfird,, who being 
brought and: examined before Firz Fames Bilhop of London Anno 
1517, confeſſed, that ſhe was taught by one Thormn.ss Beale of Henly 
thele words, Eleaven years before, viz, - That Cbriſt feedeth and 
nouriſheth his Church with his own pretions Body, thatis, the Bread of 
Life, coming down from Heaven: This 1s, ſaid the, the Worthy 
word that is Worthily received, and joyned unto man, to be in one 
body with him, lo it is that they be both one, they may not be 
parted ; This is not received by chewing of: Teeth, but by hear- 
ing with Ears, and underſtanding with the Soul, and wiſely work- 
ing thereafter, and as Pax {aith, I fear me among us, Brethren, that 

many of us be feeble, and fick; therefore my Counlel is, Brethrea, 
to rile and watch that the great day of Doom come not ſuddenly 
upon us, as the Thief doth upon the :Merchant : . And ſhe ſaid 
further, that the faid Thomxs Beale taught her, that ſhe ſhould con- 
feſs her fins to God, and that the Popes Pardons and Indulgences 
were nothing worth, | 

Fohn Stillman in the year 1518; was apprehended. and brought 
before the Biſhop :of Loxdon, and examined for ſpeaking againſt 
Worſhipping, Praying and Offering unto Images, and for ſaying wick- 
lifs Wicket was a good book ; and that when. he-was apprehended 
he hid the ſame in an old - oak, ' and did not bring it out to the 
Biſhopz he was ſent to the Lolards Tower, and being afterwards 
brought openly to the Conſiftory at Peels, it was further objeated 
againft him, that he ſhould fay the Pope was Aatichrift, and not 
the true Succeſſor of Peter, or Chrifts Viccar on Earth ; and that his 
Pardons and Indulgeaces which he granted in the Sacrament of 
Penance were nonght, and that he would have none of them z3 and 
likewiſe, that the Colledge of Carpinals were Limbs of Antichriſt, 
and the Prieſts the Synogogue of Satan , and that the Do&ors of 
the Church had Subverted the truth of Holy Scripture, expound- 
ing it after their own minds; and that he ſhould ſay, . he would 
abide by theſe DoArines, and dye forit; and wiſht there fwere 
twenty thouſand of his Opinion to witneſs againft them Scribes 

' and Phariſees: For his copftant perſevereing.1n theſe hs 
| | Docters 
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Doctoxs Head, Vicar-general paſt ſeatence againſt him as 2n He- 
ritick, and ſo delivered him to the Sheriffs of Zoxdox to be openly 
burnt 1n Smithfield, | 
The next thar ſuffered was The, Man, who for ſaying, the Popiſh Thomas man 
Church was nof the Church, of God, but a Synagogue, and for martyr: 
holding ſeveral other Articles contrary to the Popiſh Church, he was 
a long time impriſoned ; but through frailty and fear, having an 
oppertunity, Is fled the Dioceſs of Lincola ; but not long after was 
again apprehended, and brought betore the Biſhop of Lexdon, and 
was ſhorty after dehvered by Dr. Head to the Sheriff of London, to be 
preſently burnt, with this proteſtation, that. he might not conſent 
ro the death of any, Es: | | 
This Popiſh Chancellor would net ſeem to conſent to his death,but [Note] 
yet {ent himro the Shambles to. be Killed, for theſe were the words he 
lent to the Sheriff : Receive this Perſon, and we deſbre in the bowels of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the puniſhment and execution of due ſeverity of 
him, ad againſt him in this part, may be ſo moderate, that there be no 
rigorous Rigor, nor yet no diſſolute manſuetade, bat to the health and wealth 
of bis Soul, Fc. | 
Them.is Man,was burnt by the Sheriff without any warrant, for Head 
delivered him to the Sherift in Paternoſter- Row, proteſting he had no 
power tos put himto death, and therefore deſired the Sheriff to ſce 
him puniſht, & famen citra mortem, that is, without death, but the 
Sheriff had him to Smithfi-ld, and there cauſed him to be burnt 
This Tho. Mar, after he had eſcaped out of the Diocels of Lizcolr, 
traveled abour in divers places and Counties in Ergland, and in- 
ſtructed many into the "Truth, as at Amerſham, Londen, Billerycay, 
Chelmsford, Stratford, Uxbridze, Henly, Newberry, Suffolk and Nor- 
folk, and divers other places, and he teftified himſelf, that as he 
went weſtward he found a great Company of well diſpoſed perſons of 
the ſame Judgment with him, eſpecially at Newberry, where,he ſaid, 
were a glorious and ſweet Society of faithful favourers, three or four 
of which were burnt for Religjon, | 
. And he travailed divers other places, where he found many faith- 
ful Brethren,who at that time were called by the name of Known Men, 
or Fuſt Faſt Men. - EE Og # wt 
This Thom 5s Man confeſſed, as it is Regiſtred in the Biſhops Book, 
that he had turned ſeven hungred People to his Religion, for which 
he thanked God. ; which People were afterwards called by the game 
of Proteſtants. Hep ES 
williem Sweeting and Fames Brewſter had the like Catholick Cha- 
rity ſhewed to them by the Biſhop, who being impriſoned for their 
Zeal to the Truth and Religion, being ſurpriſed with fear, ſaid, 
they ſubmitted themſelves to the mercy of Almighty God. and to 
the favourable goodneſs of the Judge, upon which (ubmiſhon the 
Papi Fathers were contented to give gut, a Sollemn Commiſſion to 
reRafe and pardon them from the Sentence of Excommunication 
but immediatly the Biſhop pronounced upon them the. Sentance of 
death and condemnatign ; whereupon they were both _ 
Is 
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red to the Seaular power, and both burat together ay one Fire 1n 
Smithfield, 

I find further upon Record, that as the Light of ih2 Goſpel began 
more and more to appear, and the number of the Profeſlers thereof 
to grow, {o Perſecution increaſed, and the Biſhops beſtired them- 
ſelves to keep the Truth from iacreafiag and growing : whereupon 
enſued great Perſecutions, and grievous Attliction upon givers in 
ſeveral Counties, eſpecially about. Buckinghamſhire, Norfolk, Suffolk 
and Eſſex , but although they were thus aftlifted outwardly, yettheir 
iaward fervency and Zeal for the Truth was very great, as appear- 
ed by their fitting up all Night in Reading and Hearing, and by 
their Expenccs in giving great prizes for a few Chapters of 
Fames and Paul in Englith: And further, their great Travails, 
earnels Secking, their burning Zeal, their Reading, their Watchings, 
their ſweet Aſſemblies, their Love and Concord, their Godly Li- 
ving, their fa thful Marrying only with the faithful , all uw hich it is 
written, that they were faithfully practiling and obſerving, being 
noted or known among themſelves by the name of Known Mem, or 
Fuſt faſt Men ; the Biſhop of Lincoln in his Inquiſitions and Examina- 
tions of theſe Known Mew was (0 ſtrict and crucl, that he cauſed the - 
Wife to deteCt the Husband, and the Husband the Wife, the Father 
the Daughter, and the Daughter the Father z Brother againſt Bro- 
ther, and Neighbour againft Neighbour to witneſs one againſt ano- 
ther, agd that to death ; cauſing thera to Swear upon the Evangelifts, 
whether they knew the perſons to be Known Mey. : 

Agnis Aſhford, being one of the ſaid People, for preaching theſe 
words following was Articled againſt, viz. we be the Salt of the Earth, 
if it be putrified and vanifſht away, it u nothing worth ,, a City ſit upon 4 
Hill may not be hid ; ye licht not a Canile and put it : wicr a Buſhcl. but 
ſet it on a Candle ſlick, that it may give 4 Light to all in the Houſe, ſo 
ſhine your Light before men, that they may ſee your Works, and glorific your 
Father wbich is in Heaven, And further, the did teach,ſaying, Jeſus 
fecing his People, as he went up a Hill, was ſet, and his Diſciples 
came to him, he opened his Mouth and taught thera, ſaying, Bleſſed 
be the poor men in Spirit for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs ; bliſſed be 
mild men, fer they ſball weld the Earth : For teaching this Doctrine the 
Biſhop ſtriftly enjoyned and commanded her totcach no more ſuch 
Leſſons to any man, eſpecially to her Children. 

There were three per{ons accuſed for ſitting up all night,reading in 
a Book of Scriptures, in the Houſe of one Durdent in ves Court 
near Sraxes ; either were accuſed for having of certain Engliſs 
Books, as wWickliffs wicker, in which was contained, how that man 
could not make the Body of Chriſt, which made us ; agother Crime 
was, for having fome part of the New-Tefament, and a Book called 
The Prick of Conſcience ; for theſe, and ſuch like Allegations, did 
theſe men greatly ſuffer, but the: Lords Hand did work marvelouſlly 
amongſt them, fo that in a ſhort ſpace they did exceedingly increaſe, 
in ſuch ſort that the Biſhop was driven to make his Complaint to the 
King, torequire his aid ro {uppreſsthem ; the King Being then young, 
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and eaſily incenſed with the Biſhops Suggeftions and cruel Com- 
plaints, ſent Letters to the Sheriffs to aid the Biſhop againſt theſe 
Knwn Men, whom he termed Hereticks ; upon the Kings Letter he 
renewed his former fierceneſs, and began to ſhew further violence 
upon the poor flock of Chriſt, calling them before hys Tribunal Sear, 
paſſing Judgment upon ſome, and committing them te the Secular 
Arm to be burat, namely Thom.u Bernard, Fames Morden, Robert Rave, 
Tohn Scrivener, and others ; compelling Children to ſer Fire to.cheir 
own Fathers, an Example of ſuch Cruelty as is contrary both to God 
and Nature. 

The judicious Reader, whoſe eyes are enlightned may fee what 
darkneſs the World was drowned 11 at this time, the purity of the 
Chriſtian Religion being wholy loſt, and turned into outward Ob- 
ſervations, Ceremonies and Idolatry, worſhipping of $4ints, going 
Pilgrimages to ſee the Reliques which were as ſo many lying Mira- 
cles ; inſtead of worſhipping the Living God, worthipped dead 
Stocks and Stunes ; how rhe People were led, ſo the Prieſts were 
fed, no care was taken, the Popes Laws and Canons being more ſer 
by then Chrifts Teſtament or the Scriptures; laying anether Foun- 
dation then Chriſt and the Apoſtles laid, upon which the Papiſts 
planted thoir infiaitenumber of Maſles, DET Obſequies, Mat- 
tens, hours of ſinging Service, Midnight-rifing, Bare-toot-going, 
Fiſh-cafting Lent faſt , Ember-faſt, Statior.s, Rogatiogs, Jubilees, 
Advocation of Saints, praying to Images, Pilgrimage, Walking, 
Vows of Chaftity, wilful Poverty, Pardons, -Indulgenc:s, Pen- 
Aace, Auriculer Confeſhon, Shaving, Powling, Annointiag, 
ſaying Prayers by their Beads, making Laws that none ſhould 
wear Sumptions Garments, or Rings or Ouches on their Fir- 
gers, but Biſhops only when they were ſaying Maſs ; theſe with 
other ſuch like filthy Stuff has been ſer up by the Popes Powerin the 
night of Apoſtacy, and People have beea forced to Swollow it down, 
though ſome Jid i againſt their Stomachs and Conſcieaces,and ifthe 
leaſt Light appeared in any to teſtifie againſt their Trumpery, rhe 
Beaſt and falls Prophet made War with them, and rather then 
they would fail in the extinguiſhingthe Truth, they would deſtroy 
the perſons in whom the leaſt appearance thereof manifeſted it ſelf, 
as in the Relation before, and hereafter will appear ; about this time 
there were many eminent men raiſed up who were accounted Fa- 
thers of the Proreffane Church, as, Zainglius, Orcolempadine, Me- 
1andon,and Martin Lathir, this Martin Luther was a German born,and 
being oppreſſed with the Popiſh Idolatry,began to preach agaioft the 
Autherity of the Pope, and th bring in a reformation of Religion , 
for reprefſing of whom the Council of Trear was called by Pope 
Pasl the third. in the year 1543. Which Council ominned about 
forty years to no urpold for they tnade ſo many Decrees,which cau- 
ſed a great —__— amongf the Papiſts gear Pray It is Recorded 
of Luther, that he ſhined in the Church as a bright Star after a long 
Cloudy and Obſcure Skie ; he preached exprelly, that Sins are freely 
Temitted for the loye of the Son of God, and that we ought fah+ 
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fully co imbrace this bouniitul gitt ; thelc good beginnings got him 
great authority, eſpecially, ſeeing his life allo was correſpondent 
to his profeffion, the confideration whereof took place in the hearts 
of his Hearers, ſome of which were perſons of act? ; theſe things, 
and his preaching againſt Indulgences and Pardons ſticking in the 
Pope Stomack, he put forth a new Edi& wherqa ke declared this to 
be the Catholick Doftrine of the holy Mother Church of Rewe, 
Prince of all other Churches z That B:iſbops of Rome, which are Succeſ- 


ſors of Peter, and Viccars of Chriff, have thi Power axd autbority given 


fo releaſe axd diſpence, alſo to grant Indulgences available both for the Li- 
ving, aud for the Dead lying in the pains of Purgatory , andihy Doitrine 
he charged 10 be received of all faithful Chriſtian men under pain of the 
great Curſe and utter Separation from all holy Church: Whereupon * 
Luther's Books were condemagd. as Heretical, and-the Popes Legat 
cauſed them to be burnt, whigh,44artiz Luther hearing of. got a Com- 
pany together at »irteaberge, apd makin z Fire, burnt the Pepes 
Decrees and Bull then lately ſenrout againſt him; for which the Pope 
accurſt him at Rowe ;, afterwards he was (cnt for by the Emperour to 
wormes, who though he was much periwaded not to go, laid, As 
to:ching me. ſince 1am ſent for, 1 am reſulved and certainly intend to enter 
Wormes iz the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and did appear; who * 
according to a promiſe made by the Emperour, was fate condufted 
thither, and home again ; before.the Emperour he. ſaid, I can affirm 
no other thing but only this, chat I have taught hitherto in ſimplicity 
of mind that which] have though to tend to Gods Glory , being 
asked, whether he owned theſe Books publiſhed in his name, he ſaid, 
they were his Books , bur he could not ſubmit his Books tothe Judg- 
ments of men, which he had fortified by the Authority of Scripture, 
unleſs they could prove by the Scripture the contrary , profeſling, 
that except they could convince him by Teſtimonies of the Scrip- 
tures,(for he did not believe the Pope, nor their general Coun- 
cils, which have,crred many times, and have contradifted them 
ſelves) /57 c 0140) rol Stubs Hf<d 0 {AB2'2 Sand gamer 

This oppoſition made by L»ther much troubled the Pope, eſpe- 
cially ſceing the Follewers of Zether tg encreaſc, and therefore he 
earneftly deſired ſome ſpeedy Remedy againſt the ſame, and to that 
end. ſent to the Germez Princes to move them thereunto ; but the 
German Princes, inſtead of putting the Apoſtolick ſentence in exe- 
cution againſt Luther and his Followers, exhibited at the Councel 
of Norenberge 100 Grievances and Oppreſſioas againſt the Court of 
Rome ,3s forbidding Marriage to ſorae, forbidding Meats, times of Mar- 
71ages reſtrained, and after releaſed again for money, ſelling remiſhon. 
of fins for money, the licentious Lik of the Pricfts, and their great 
number of Wloly da 


yes, and ſuch like other tbings, which would be 
too m1ehto Mention, 


This Martin Luther continued notwithſtanding all the oppeſition 


againſt him twenty nine year a Preacher, and at laft dyed inpeace 
in his own Covntry, 


But there continued great D 


iſputations and Reformations in 
divers 
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divers parts of Ex70pe, aboliſhing the Maſs, and: all Images and 
fooliſh Ceremonies, making Decrees againſt them, that they tnould 
be utterly abandoned. After the preaching of Zuthey great Troubles 
and Pons followed in many parts of the World, and many 


Laws and Decrees wete made againſt ſech as bore Teſtimony againſt 


the Ignorance and Error of thoſe times, whereby many good Chri- 
ſtian men were cruelly handled , and lamentableir is te read how 
many poor men were troubled both in Germany, France and England y 
ſome being Racked, ſome Exiled, ſome driven to Caves in 
Woods, and ſome burnt to death, with many other cruel Tor- 
ments. It will be too large to mention every particular that ſuffered 
in thoſe dayes for Religion ; but ſome of the chict are as fol- 
lowerh, | ; 
In the year 1523. John Eſch and Hewry Yves, two young men, 


for owning the Dodtrine of Luther, were proceeded againſt as He- 


reticks, being Exaifiined by the Popes Inquiſitors at Zowaine z the Jobn E/;h 
greateſt thing. that they - were acculed of as error was, That men and Henry 


© 


eurht to traſt only in Grd, inaſmuch as men are Lyars and deceitful in Yoes Mas- 


all their words and dceds: Being condemned, they were led to ,,,Qq. 


rhe place of Execution in 8r«xefs, - they went joyfully, ſaying, 
Ty dy:d for the G'ory of God, and the Dactrine of the Goſpel, as true 
Chriſtians, believing and followiag the Holy Church of the Son of 
God, ſaying alſo, That it was the day which they had lon: defired : Be- 


ing come to the place of execution and ſtripped to their Shirts, 


they ſtood [ſoa great ſpace, patiently and joytully enduring what- 
ſacver was done unto them, praiſing God and ſinging tor joy; a 
DoCtor ſtanding by, exhorted Herry to take, heed fo tooliſhly to 
Gloty himſelf, to whom heanſwered, God forbid that I ſbould Glory 
in any thing but only in the Croſs of our Lord Feſws Chrif : Another 
counſelled him to have God before his eyes ; to whom he ſaid 7 rr ff 
1 carry him trui(y in my heart, | 

The next that ſuffercd was Henry Stutver, burncd in the borders of 
Germany ; when he was apprehended they fell upon him 1n a great 


rage and fur ', drawing kim naked out of his bed, and bound his > 
en. Y- 


haads behind him ; when he was brought to Hemming ſtead they asked 
of him, what his intent was in coming te Dicrhmar, unto whom he 
gently declared the cauſe of his coming,which was to preach the Go- 
ipel,they all in a rage cryed out, away with him, away with him, for 
wc will hear himtalk ao longer; thea he being mavelous weary 
and faint required to be ſet on horſe-back, for his feet were all cut 
and hurt with the Ice, becauſe he was led all night bare-foor, bug 
they mocked him aad (aid he was an Hererick, and he ſhould goor 
foot ; that night they had bim to a mans Houſe called C/dew, and 
there bound him in Chains in the Stocks, but the Mafter of the 
Houſe being compaffionate would not ſuffer the crael deed long, 
wherefore he was carried away to a Pricfts Houſe, and there fhur 
upida Cubbard, and by the rude people mocked and (corned all 
might; ia the morning about Eight of the Clock they | mg to- 


gether in the Market-place to conſult what they ſhould do, ay i 
hs. 
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the Ruſtical people, boiling in drink, crycd out burn him, burn 
him to the fire with the Heretick , then they bound kim hands, feet 
and neck, and being brought to the Fire, one of thePrefidents ap- 
aredtoP aſs a ſentence upon him to be burnt and conſumed with 
hre , Henry lifting up his kands, ſaid, Lord forgive them, for they 
know not what they do, thy Name, oh Almighty God, is Holy ; the 
Fire as often as it was kindled would not bura ; notwithſtanding; 
they ſatisfied their minds upon him, ſtriking and pricking him with 
their ſeveral kinds of Weapons ; the faid Henry ttanding in his ſhirt; 
and when he began to pray, one ftrook him on the face laying, thou” 
ſhalt firft be burat, and atterwards pray and prate as muchas' thou 
wilt ; and thus this gogly preacher tinitht his Martyrdom which was 
in the year 1529. | 
er Brag Hh Jobs Clark of Melden in France, for ſetting upa paper upon the 
France. Steeple-Houſe door againſt the Popes Pardons, calhng the Pope 
Antichriſt, for which he was whipt three ſeveral dayes, and markr 
in the forehead, his mother ſceing their cruelty towards her ſon, 
conſtantly and boldly encouraged her fon,bleſfing the Lord with aloud 
voice that he was worthy to ſuffer, after the execution of the fore- 
ſaid puniſhment, the ſaid Joh» Clark removed to Memtz, and there fol- 
lowed his trade, being a Wooll-Comber, where u aderftanding that 
the people of the City after an old accuſtomed manner Worthipt 
certain blind Idols, the ſaid Fohn being inflamed with the zeal of 
God againſt them, went to the place where the Images were, and 
broke them all down in pieces; the next morning the Cannons, Priefts, 
Monks, acccmpaired with the People according to their accuſtomed 
manner, went to their Idolatrous place of Worſhip, where they feund 
all their blocks and ſtocks broken to pieces upon the ground, which 
fight ſore offcaded them, and fearching out for the author of the f:R, 
and Fohs Clerk being ſuſpeted was apprehended, and vpon cxami- 
nation confeſt he did it, and ſhewed them the cauſe wherefore 4 and 
being brought to tryal, he defegded the pure Doftrine of the Son 
of God againſt their Images and their falſe Worſhips, for which he 
was condemned , being led to the place of Execution he there ſuftain- 
ed extream Torments, for firft his right hand was cut off, then his 
noſe with ſharp pinchers was violently pluckt from his face , all 
which, and much more he quietly and conftantly endured, teſtifying 
at the Fire againſt his Perſecutors, ſaying, their Imageswere Silver 
and Gold the work only of mans hand. 
George Carpenter of Emering in Bavaris was burnt to death , when 
@ogrr Car- he was led out of the Tower where he wis Priſoner before the 
pender Mar- Council, divers Friars and Monks followed him to inftru@ and teach' 
Eyrcd. him, whom hc willed to tarry at home, and not to follow him 5 
when he came before rhe Council they read his Offeaces, viz. That 
he did not belicye that a Prieſt could forgive a man his Sins, and that 
he did ot believe that God was in the Bread which the Prieſts hang 
over the Alter, and that the Element of Water in Baptiſm doth not 
give grace z being urged to revoke theſe his Opinions, and thatthea 
he ſhauld be ſet at Liberty, and go homie to his Wife and Children, to 


which 
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whuca he anſwered, my wife and Children are fo dearly beloved 

wntu me, that they cannot be bought from me for all the riches and 

putleſſions of the Duke of Bzvaris, but for the Love of my Lord God 

I can willingly forſake thera; at his Execution a Schoulmaſter re- 

peating the Lords Prayer, . George Carpenter (aid as followerh, Truly, 

thou art our Father, and noother, this day Itruff tobe with thee, Oh, 

my God, how little is thy Name hallowed inthis World , for this Cauſe, Ob 

Father, am 1 now hear that thy will might be falfiled, and nt mine ; the 

only Living Bread Feſus Chriſt ſhall be my food ,, with a will;n; mind do I 
forgive all men, both my Friends ana Adverſariet; Oh, my Lord, with- 

out donbt ſhalt thou deliver me, for upon thee only have 1laid all my hope, 

in thee alone ds I truſt, in thee only is all my confflence , I kuew that 1 mu? 

ſ*ffer Perſecution if 1 did cleave unto Chriſt, who ſaid, where the Heart is 

there is the Treaſure alſo; and whatſoever thing a man doth fix in his Heart 
#0 * love above God, that bz maketa his 1491 ; andthen being caſt into 

che + g by the Hangman he joyfully yielded up his Spirit un- 

to God, | 

Weendel Muta, « widdow of Hllixd, receiving the Truth of the The benas - 

Goſpel-into her Heart, was apprehended 2nd cummitted into the v5. reno 
Caſtle of Werder, and from thence ſhortly afrer was brought to the : 
Hague to tryal, where certaia Monks were appointed to talk with her, 

to win her to recanr, but ſke conſtantly perſiſted in the Truth in 

which ſhe was planted ; a Woman of her acquaintance coming to 

Priſon to viſit her, ſaid to her, why doeſt not thou keep ſilence, and 

think ſceretly 1n thine Heart theſe things which thou believeR, that 

thou mayelt prolqng thy life here? 0h, (faid the Widdow) you kno v 

nt what you ſay, it is written. #ith the Heart we believe to Righteouſneſs, 

with che Tomgue we confeſs to Salvation; at her Exccution ſhe commend- 

ed her fclf into the Hands of God, and after a fervent prayer was ' 
burat co death. 4 

About this time there ſuffered many more in Germeny, for the yohn Pifts: 3 

witneſs of the Goſpel, viz. Fobn Piftorizs coming from wittenberge, ria: Martyr. | 
for ſpeaking againft the Maſs, andzPardons, and againſt the ſubtile 


es OT 


abuics of rhe Prieſts, he was committed to Priſon with ten Malefa- -:4 
ftors, whom he did comfort, one of whom being half naked, andin | 

danger of cold, he gave kis gowa ; his Father viſiting him in Pri- 4 
lon, did not diſſwade him, bur bad him be conſtant ; being condem- E * 


ned, and coming to the Stake, he gave his neck williagly to the band - A 

wherewith he was firſt ſtrangled, and then bnraed, ſaying at his " 

death, O death where is thy victory, | 
There uſing to be a great Mecting near Antwerp,where one uſed to 

preach toa great aumber of People, which Charles the Emperor hear- = 

ing of, gavc leave to any that would, to take the uppermoſt Gar- 

ment of all them that came to hear,and offered thirty Guilders to him 

that would take the Preacher ; afterwards, when the People were 

gathered, and their uſual Miniſter being not there, one Nicbo/as of One Niche- 

Antwerp ftood up and preacht to the People, wherebore being appre- /«:of Art- 

hended by a Butchers Servant, was put ina Sack and drowned at the Ferp Mar: 


Cranc at Antwerp 1524. tyr. _ 
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The terror 
of Perkecuti- 
on cauſed 
Come to re- 
volt trom 
the Truth. 


Ore man be- 
headed, and 
Wo women 
Hur yeU 4- 
'3ve 


Tutns Ins 
berge Mar- 
tyr. 


Calet Tilman 
Viartyr, 


And certain of the City of Lovaxe were tuipctted of L-iv:ramiſms, 
the Emperors Procurator came from Br«ſſe/s thither to make luquiſi- 
tion, atter which Iaquifition made, certain Bands of armed men 
came and beſet their Houſes 1n the night, where many were taken 
in their beds, pluckt from their Wives aud Children, and ſent to 
divers Priſons, through the terror whereot many Citizens revolted 
from the Goſpel, and returned agaio to Idolatry z but twenty eight 
there were which remained conſtant in that Perſccuticn, unto whum 
the Doors and Inquiſitor of Loware reſorted, diſputing with them, 
thinking either to confound them or convert them ; bur ſo ftroagly 
the Spirit of the Lord wrought with the Saints, that the DuCtors 
went rather confounded away themſelves; when they ſaw difputing 
would not do, they uſed cruel Torments tocntorce them 5 one of 
them was condemned to perpetual Priſoa, which was a dark and 
ſtinking Dungeon, where he was (uttered nenther to write nor read, 
nor any man to come at him, commandcd only to be fed with bres 
and Water ; two of the {aid Priloners were allo burnt, conſtantly ta- 
king their Martyrdom. 

1 here was there an old man and two aged Women brought forth, 
of whom the one was called Antonia, born of an anticit Stock in 
that City ; theſe were condemned, the man to beheaded, the two 
Women to be buried Quick, which death they received very chear- 
fully, and the reſt of the Priſoners that would not aÞ;ure the Do- 
Qrine of Lnther were put to the Fire. 

One Percival of Lovane for owning the Truth was adjudged to per- 
petual impriſonment, there ts be fed only with Brezd 2nd Watcr, 
which puniſhmeat he took patiently for Chriſt's ſake, he was fecrer- 
ly mage away, either famiſhed or drowned no man could learn 
bow. | | 

Fuſts Fusberge, a Skinner in Lowaze, inthe year 15.4. for having 
a New Teſtament 1 his Houle, WAS perlecurcd by ONCE Darſard#s, and 
committed to Priſon, and the Goaler commanded that none ſhould 
ſpeak with him ; ſhortly after, the DoQtors examining of him t2uch- 
ing the Popes Supremacy, Sacrifice of the Maſs, Purgatory, and 
ſuch Trumpery , whereunto he anſwered plainly and boldly, 
confirming his Anſwers by the Scriptures; when they taw he 
would not be moved from his Faith , then they condemned hinn 
to be burnt, but as a pretended favour to him, he was only. be- 
headed, 

Giles Tilman of. Bruſſels Cutler, born of honeſt Parents about the 
age of thirty years, he began to receive the Light of the Goſpel, for 
which he was very Zealous and fervent, he was 1n his nature very 
mild and pittiful, paſſag all orher in thoſe parts, giving whatſoever 
he had to ſpare to the poor. living only upon his Lrade, he was per- 
ſecuted by the Prieft of Br«ſſ*!s, being taken at Lovave ſpreading that 
Religion which the Pope called Hereſic, his Adverſaries uſed great 
care to make him objure, bur being aman of a ſingular wit, and 
onſtant in bis Religion, they went away many times with thame , 
:frer he had been kept eight Months in Priſon he was ſer to Broſſe!s 
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to be judged, where finding Francſcw Enſencs, and othes of the 
ſame Religion in Priſon, he exhorted them to be conſtant to the 
Truth, that they might receive the Crown that was preparcd for 
them. 

 Whea the Gray-Friars,being ſent unto him,would mif call & abuſe 
him, heever held his peace at fuch private Iajurics, wheretore they 
reported that he had a dumb Devil in him, he might feveral crimes 
have eſcaped out of Priſon, the doors being iet open, but he would 
ot, being removed to aguther Priton, and on the twenty ſecond uf 
the Month calledf «ary 1544. he was condemned to bs burar pri- 
vately, for opealy they durſt not do it, for tear of the People, he 
being lo well beloved ; when tiding was brought him of his Sea- 
rence, he thanted God that the hour was . *me wherein he might glerifie the 
Lord; and being had tothe Fire, he willingly refined up tus lite into 
the Hands of the Lore. | 


Great Perſecution in Gaunt, and other parts of Flanders 
Anno, I543, 1544- 


_ Charles vhe Emperor lying in Ga»»#,the Fryars and DoCters obtain- The Egitt 
ed, that the Edict made againſt the Zutherays might be read opcaly arainſt the 
twice a year, which caulcd a great Perfecution to followzſo that there Lathcra:s 
was no City nor Townin all Flzzders wherein ſome were not either £0 be read 
Expulſed , Beheaded, Condemned to l 6. pa Impriſ{nment, or "ca year, 


their Goods Conkiſcate, without re{peCt either to Age or Sex, eſpe- 
cially at Geuwt where ſome of the cheif men in the Town were burnt 
for their Religion. 

Afterward the Emperor coming to Zreſſe/s, there alſo was terrible 
Slaughter and Perlecution of Gods People, namely in Brabant, Hone. 
gow and Artois, the horror and cruelty whereof is almoſt tacredible 
inſomuchk that two hundred Men and Women were brought out of 
the Country into the City, ſoms of whom weredrowned, others 
buried Quick, others privately made away, others (ent ro perpetual 
Impriſonment, whereby the Priſuns were filled to the great ſorrow of 
them which knew the Golpel, the Profeſiars whereof being now 
compelled either to deny the faine, or contirm it with their blood , 
the Story whereof was at large ſet forth by Francis Enſenes in Latine, 
who himſelf was a Priſoner at the ſame time in Br«ſjels for the 
Truth Sake. 


Martins Hearoleck Fiſhmonger in Gaznt 1545. being gonverted a/arcin 
tothe Truth from the Superſticious Idolatry of the Papiſts, and a Aeurblock 
great c_ wrought ia him, having all his time ili then lived a Martyr. 


wicked and a fleſhly life, was a wonder to his Neighbours to ſee ſuch: 
2 ſudden chagge ; the Frenciſcan Friars, who before knew him, and 
remembring how beneficial he had been to thera, now ſeeing him (o 
altered, and taking notiee of his viſiting the Priſoners, and comfar- 
ting them in Perſecution, and confirming them that went to the Fire, 
they ſoon caulcd him to be deteQed and impriſoned, and with gric- 
vous and ſharp Tormeats would have conftrained him to utter we 
| 0 
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of the ſame Religion, to whom he anſwered, That if they could 
prove by the Scripture, that his dereQting and accuſing of his Bre- 
thren, whom they would affict with the like Torments, were not 
againſt the Law of God, then he would not refuſe to prefer the ho- 
* nour of God before the «1, nv of his Brethren ; he was foon after 
had to the Council ia Flesders, where the Cauſes laid againſt him 
were, the Sacrzment, Purgatory, &c. for which he was condemned 
and bura at Ga#xt, all his goods being Confiſcate. . 
Nicholas Nicholas and Francis Thieften Anno 1545. for ſtanding firm in the 
and Francs Truth, and bearing witneſs againft the Church of Axe, and their 
Thieffen Auriculer Confeſſion, Purgatory, &c. were condemned to be burar, 
Martyrs. and coming to the place of Execution, for exhorting the People, 
they put Wooden-gags in their Mouths, when they were faftneqd to 
the Stake they patiently endured the Fire; the Mother of theſe two 
men was for her ſtedfaftne(s to the Truth condemned to perpetual 
Impriſonment, 
Adrian Tay- Adrian Tayler and Adarion his wife of Dornick Anno 1545, by reaſon 
ler and Ma- of the Emperors decree at worms againſt the Lutherans, were appre- 
rion his wife hended and perſecuted ; Adrian not fo ſtrang as a man, for fear gave 
Martyr. back, and was but only beheated; the wife ſtrogger thea a Wom: n, 
withſtood their threats, and abode the uttermoſt, and being incloſed 
in an Iron grate, formed in ſhape of a Paſty, was laid in the Earth, 
and buried quick ; when the Adverſaries firſt told her that her Hus- 
band had relented ſhe believed them not, bur as ſhe was going to the 
placc where ſhe was todie, paſſing by the Tower where he was, ſne 
called to him to take her leave, but he was gone before. 
Pater Bruly Peter Bruly, of an” = © at the earneſt requeſt of faitkful Bre- 
Martyrs. thren, went down to viſit the Lower Counties, about Arteis, which 
the Magiſtrates of Dornick _—— ſhut the gates of the Town, and 
made ſearch for him three days, he was privately let down the Wall 
in the night by a basker, and as he was let down into the Ditch, rea- 
dy to take his way, one of chem which tet him down leaning over 
the wall, to bid him farewel, cauſed unawares a ſteneto ſlip out of 
the wall, which falliag upon him brake his Leg, by reaſon whercef 
he was heard of the watchmen, complaining of his wound, and fo 
was taken : So long as he remained in Priſon he ceaſed not to preach 
the Truth to all that cam? unto him, he wrote his own Confeffion, 
and Examination, and ſent it to the Brethren, he wrote alſo another 
Epiſtlety them that were in Perſecution, another he wroteto all the 
faithful, anether Letter he wrote to his wife the ſame day he was 
burned z he remained four Months in Priſog before he was ſentencc- 
ed to be burnt; Letters were ſent from Duke Freatrick, of the 
Laxt-grave tO intreat for him, but he was burnt before the Letters 
_ came. 
Peter Mdeies Peter Moice being converted to the Truth by Peter Bruty, was ap- 
Martyr. prehcnded and let down into a deep Dungeon under the Caftic- 
Ditch, which was full of _ Vermine, the Friars coming to cx- 
amine him, he told them, whilft he lived an ungodly life they never 
concerned themſclves with him, but now for ayouring the Word 
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of God they ſought his blood , being brought betore che Senxe, 
ke would have boldly anſwered to what they vbjeQcd againſt him, 
but they interrupted him, to whom he ſaid, it you will not fuft.r 
me to anſwer for my ſelf, ſend me back to Priſoa among the Toads 
and Frogs, which will not interrupt me, while 1 talk with 
my God, and continuing conſtant in the Truth was at lait burnt 
to death, 

Nicholas Fremchmax having been at Geneva, intending to go into Nicholas 
England, but in his way was apprehended by the 1 teutenant 'of Frenchman 
Dornick and being bound hands and feet was brought to Burg/*, and Martyr. 
there laid in a Dungeon, the Friars when they came to examin him, 
went away in 2 ſhamefull rage, i2zying, he had a Deril ; and cry- 
ing, to the hre with him. Soon atrer the Judges condemned him 
to be burnt to Aſhes, at which ſentence giving, he bl-(icd the Lurd 
which had counted him worthy to be a witne(s 1n the caule of his 
beloved Son, going to the place of Execution he was threacned, 
that if he ſpake they would put a wooden ball in his mouth, never- 
theleſs, being at the Srake, he minded not their threats but cryed 
out with a loud voice, ſaying, Oh Cbarls, Charls, how long ſhat! thy 
heart be heardned ; with that one of the Souldiers gave him a blow ; 
then he ſaid,” O miſerable People, who are not worthy, to whom 
the Word of God ſhould be Preached ,"then the Fricrs cryed out, he 
hath a Devil, to whom he ſaid, depart from me «ll yow Wicked, for the 
Lord hath heard the woice of my weeping : So in the midſt of the fire 
commended his Spirit unto God, = ended this life. 

Bertrand Le Blais at Dornick in the year 1555, Suffered lamentably, 
his Torments being almoft incredible that che Tyrants ſhewed unts 
him, his conſtancy was admirable, This Berrrand being a Silk- 
Weaver, having ſomething upon his Spirit, ſer kis Houle in order, 
and defired his Wife and Brother to pray that God would eſta- 

_ bliſh him in his enterpriſe, that he was going about, which was, 

' upon Chriſt-maſs (day (o called) he weat to the high place at Dornick, 
where he took the Cake out of the Prieſts hands, as he would have 
lifted it over his head, at Maſs, and ttampt it under his teet, ſaying, 
that he did it to ſhew the Glory of that God, and what little power 
he bath; ar the ſight hereof the People were amazed, and he hardly 
eſcaped with his life z it was not long before the Governor of the 
Caſtle heard of this paiſage, who like a mad-man threatned he thould 
be an example to all poſteriry ; Berirend being brought before him, 
he askt kim if he repented of his fat, who anſwered ro, and if he | 
had a hundred lives ke could give them in that Quarrel z then was 
he thrice put to the Pin-bank and Tormented moſt miſerably, to 
utter his Setters on, then they paſt ſentence agaioſt him, and chis 
was executed ; Firſt he was drawn from the Caftle of Dor»ict to the 
Market place having a ball of Iron pur in his mouth, thea hz was ſet 
upon a Stage where his Right hand was Cruſht and preft b-rween 
two hotIrons, with fharp Iron edges fiery red, in the life minner 
they ſerved his right foot, which Torments he endured with mar- 
velous conftancy, that done, hy rook the hall of lon our of his 
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mouth, and cut vut his Teague ; notwithſtanding his 1ongue was 
cut out, he ftill called upon God as well as he could, whereby the 
hearts of the people were greatly moved, whereupon the Tormen- 
tors thruſt the Iron ball into his mouth again, from thence they 
brought him down to a lower Stage, where his legs and hands were 
bound behind him, with an Iron Chain going about his body, and 
ſo he was let down flat upon the Fire, the Governor ſtanding by, 
cauſed him to be plucked up again, and ſo down and up zgain, till at - 
laft the whole body was conſumed to Afhes. 

James Fa- Tames Faber and three others ſuffered at Yalens, Fames Faber be- 

berand inp an old man, ſaid, that though he could not anſwer nor ſcisfie 

+ ——__ them in Reaſoning, yet he would conſtantly abide in the Truth of 

arty the Goſpel, 

Godfry Ha- Godfry Hamell a Taylot taken and condemned at Dornick, when 

mel Martys. they had condemned him by the Name of an Heretick, nay, ſaid he; 
not an Heretick, but a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, when the Hang- 
man went about to Str angle him, to diminiſh his puniſhment, he 
refuſed, Gaying, that he would abide the Sentence that the Judges 
had given. 

Beſides theſe that ſuffered in Germany before mentioned, a great 
number there was, both in the Higher and Lower Countries of Ger- 
many, which were purto death for Religion, many of them were 
burat, ſome buryed alive, ſome ſecretly drowned, many of their 
Names are mentioned in the As and Monwments, but little of the 
circumſtances of their 'Tryal «nd Execution being mentioned I have 
omitted rhem for brevities ſake. 


Sufferers in France for bearing the like Witneſs to the Grſpel. 


Denn Denis Renix at Melde 1n the year 1558. Was burnt for teſtifying a- 

Renix Mar- gaint the Mals,he was alwayes wont to have in his mouth the Words 

FYr. of Chriſt, He that denyeth me before men, him will 1 alſo deny be- 
fore my Father, he was burnt ina flow Fire, and did abide much 
Torments. | 


Note, upon a complaint made to the Council, called Le Chamber 
Ardante, that the Judges ſuffered Hereticks to have their Tongues ; 
Immediately thereupon a Decree was made, that all which were to 
be burned unleſs they recanted ar the fire, ſhould have their Tongues 

cut off, which Law afterwards was diligently obſerved. 
Stephen Stephen Polliard coming out of Normandy in the year 1546. (where 
Pokiard he was born) unto Meux, tarricd there not long, but he was com- 
Martyr. pelled to flee, and went to a Town called Fers, where he was ap- 
prehended and brought to Paris, and there caſt into a foul and dark 
Priſon,in whieh Priſon he was kept in Bonds and Fetters a long time, 
wherc he ſaw almoſt no Light; at length being called for before 
the Scnate, and his ſentence given to have his Toggue cut out, and 
to be burat alive, his Satchel of Books hanging about his neck , 
| © Lord, ſaid he, is the World in blindneſs and darkyeſs tif; for he 
thought, being 1n Priſen ſo long that the World had been —_ 
rom 
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from its old darkneſs to better knowledge, at laſt with his Books a - 
bout his neck he was burnt to death, 

Florent Venote remained a Priſoner in Paris four years,during which Florerr 
time he was put to divers Torments, one kind of Torment was, he Yenere Mar- 
was Put in anarrow place, ſo ſtraight that he could neither ſtand *Y*: 
nor lie, which they called the Hoſe, or Boots, becauſe it was 
{trait below, and wide above, in this he remained feven weeks, 
where the Tormentors affirm, that no Thief or Murtheger could 
ever endure 15 days, but were in danger of Life or Madneſs, and 
at laſt on the gth ot the Moneth, called Fly, he was burat tu death, 
with divers other Martyrs who were burot as a SpeQtacle at the 
Kings coming into Pars. | 

The next that ſuffered was a poor Taylor in Paris, who for work- FETEn 
ing upon Holy-days (fo called) and denying to obſerve chem, was | FI. 100 
clapt 1a Priſon, the King hearing of it ſent tor him befor; him, and p1. cvs, 
ſome of his Peeres , being before the King, he anſvered with great 
boldneſs, wit and memory, defending the cauſe of Chrift, neither 
flattering their Perſons nor fearing their threats, which ſtruck the 
King in a great damp, in muſewng in his mind ; which the Biſhops 

ſceing,committed the poor Taylor again to the hands of the Officer, 
ſaying, he was « Rtubborn Fellow, and fitter to be puniſht, then to 
be marvelled at ; within few days after he was condemned to be 
burar alive. 
The next year two men for friendly admoniſhing a certain Prieſt 
which in his Sermon had abuled the Name of God, were both burn- 
ed; another young man of the Age of eighteen years, for rebuking 
a man in Paris for Swearing, being ſuſpected to be a Latheran, was 6 
apprehended, and brought before the Council at Paris, who com- 
mitted him to Priſon, where he was ſo cruelly Racked and Torment- 
_ ed, that one of the Perſecutors ſeeing it, could not but tura his back 
and weep ; when he was brought and put in the Fire, he was pluckr 
up again upon the Gibbet, and asked, whether he would turn, to 
whom he {aid, that he was in his way towards God, and therefore 
deſired them to let him go. 
Fohn Foyer, and his Servant being « young man, 1n the year 1552; 
coming from Geneve to their Country with certain Books, were ap- 7 _ Yojer 
| 9a by the way, and bad to Thelouſe; where the Maſter was mn M = 
rt condemaed, the Servant being young, was not fo prompt to ;y;.. " 
anſwer, but direted them to his Maſter, to anſwer them ; when , 
they were brought to the Stake, the young maa firſt going up, be- 
gan to weep, the Maſter fearing leſt he ſhould recant ran ta him, and 
he way comforted ; as they werein the Fire, the Maſter ftanding 
upright to the Stake ſhifted the Fire from him to his Servant, being 
more carfull for him, then for himſelf; and when he ſaw him dead, 
he bowed down himſelf in the flame and fo expircd. 
Mathias Dimonetus Merchant at Lyoms, in the year 1553. having afabia 
beea « man of a Vicious and deteſtable life, was notwithſtanding Dimenet 
through the Graco of God brought tothe knowledge and Saygur of Martyr- 
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being in Priſon he had great conflits with the infirmity of his own 
Fleſh, but eſpecially with the temptation of his Parents, Brethren 
and Kinsfolks, and the great ſorrowef his Mother ; nevertheleſs 
the Lord ſoallited him that he egdured to the end ; and was burnt 
to death, | 

In the year 1558. the fourth day of the Month c:lled Seprember, 
there being a Company of the Faithful, to the number of three or 
four hundred met together at Paris ina certain Houle, in the begin- 
ning of the night, they were diſcovered by ſome Prieſts, the Houſe 
was ſoon beſet, and the City in an uproar, many being in an extream 
rage, furiouſly ſceking to haze their blood yz, at the ſuddenneis of this 
thing,the poor people were ſtrucken in great fear and fell to przyer, 
about fix or {evenicore of them having Weapous, eſcaped thorow 
the Multitude, fave only one, w ho was knockt down with Srones, 
and deftroyed ; the Women remaining in the Houſe were taken by 
the Magiſtrates and had to Priſon, in their paſſing to the Priſon they 
were plucked and haled by the rude Multitude, who tore their Gar- 
ments, and pulled of their Hoods, and disfigured thcir Faces with 
dirt ; they were accuſed to the King by a Prieſt, that they put out 
the Candles 1n their Mectings, and went together Jack and Gill ; 
and that they maintained there was no God, and denyed the Divi- 
nity and Humanity of Chriſt, the Immorrtallity of the Soul, and 
the ReſurreCtion of the Body, &c. theſe things a lying Door charg- 
ed on them,without any proof, moving theKing & People to deſtroy 
them , and ſhortly after a Commiſſion was direQed out by the King 
to certain Councellors to try and give Judgment upon the aforeſaid 
Sufferers, 2 particular Relation of whoſe Execution is at large inſert- 
ed by my Author, but there being little material circumſtances 
either in -their Tryal or Execution, wherefore I thought got meet 
here to inſert thera. 

About this time many ſuffered Martyrdom under the crucl and 
bloody Inquiſition in Sp4iz, firſt began by King Fardinandus and 
Elizabeth his wife ; the Spainſb Prieſts do hold the holy and ſacred In- 
quiſition, as they call ir, cannot err, and that the holy Fathers the 
Inquiſitors cannot be deceived , if any be apprehended as favourers 
of Hereticks, he is carried and put into a horrible Priſon, and none 
Pang to come to him, but there he is kept alone in a place where 

e cannot ſee ſo much as the ground, and often Whipt, Scourged, 
Irons put upon him, Taomred and Racked, ſometimes brought out 
and ſhewed in ſome higher place to the People, as a SpeQtacle of re- 
buking Infamy , and thus ſome are detained there many years, and 
murdered by long Tormeots in which is more cruelty executed then 
if they were at once flain by the Hangman , during all their time of 
impriſoument, whatſoever proceſs is done againſt them, go perſon 

the holy Fathers and Tormeators, which are 
ſworn to execute the Torments , all the proceedings of the Cour 


of that Execrable Inquiſition are dope in hugger mugger, the Accuſet 
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is!ecrert, the Crime ſecret, and the witneis ſecret, by the rigour 
of which Inquiſition many good men have beea deſtroyed, both in 
Spiinand Italy, 

In the Kingdom of Naples in the year 1560. in the time of Pope 
Pt45 the fouth, was begun a hot Perſecution againſt the Proteſtants,ma- 
ny men and their wives being {Jain. 

Likewilc the ſame year in Calabris, the number of Eighty eight ,.. ,. 

: : . ". ALY 
Perions both old and yeung ſuftered for the Proteſtant Religion by the eight per 
Papiſts, all which were pur together in one Houle, and taken out one (gn, Ton G 
after another, and laid upon the Butchers Stall like the Sheep in the cheree for 
Shambles, with one bloody Kniſe they were all killed one after ano- Religion in 
ther, a SpeQtacle moſt tragical for all Poſterity to remember, and C*/abria 
almoſt incredible ro believe, but that it is confirmed ' by two Epi- 
ſtles of ſufficient credit , which are at large iacerted ia the Book of 
Martyrs, | 

The next matter to be treated on is the great Perſecution and De- 
ſtruion of the People of AMerinaol and Cabries in the Country of 
Province, where not a few perſons, but whole Villages,” and Town- 
ſhips, with the moſt part of all the Country both Men, Women, 
and Childen,were put to all kind of cruelly, and ſuffered Martyrdom 
for the profeilion of the Golpel. | 

From the year 1200. they had refuſed the Biſhop of | Reme's Authori- Perſecuted 
ty, for this caule they were often 2ccuſed and complained of to the in Aeriadel 
King, as Contemaers and Diſpiſers of the Magiſtrates, and Rebels , 3d Cabrier. 
wherefore they were called by divers names according tothe Coun- 
tries and places where they dwelt ; for in the Country about Li-xs, 
they were called the poor People of Lions ; 1n the borders of Sermatia, 
and Livenis, and other Countrys towards the North, they were cal- 
led Lollards, in Flanders and Artois, Twrrelupines, of a Dcſart where 
V/olves did haunt in Dolpbine , with great diſpite they were called 
Chaznars, becauſe they lived 1n pleces open to the Sun without 
Houſe or harbour, but moſt commonly they were called aldoys of 
walio, who firſt inſtrufted them in the Word of God, as before is 
related, which name continued till the name of Z»therans come up, 
which above all other 5 was moſt hated aad abhorred. 

Notwithſtanding intkeſe moſt ſpiteful Contumelies and Slanders, 
the People dwelling at the foot of the Alpes, and alſoin Merindel,and 
Cebries alwayes lived ſo Godly, ſo uprightly and juſtly, that in all 
their life and converſatiog there appearcd to be in them a great fear 
of God; and that little Light of true Knowledge which God had 
given them, they laboured by all means to kindle and encreaſe daily 
morc aad more, ſparing no charges, whether it were to purchaſe the 
Scriptures in their own Language, or to encourage one another in 
Godlineſs, travelling into other . Countries, even to the furtheſt 
parts of the Earth, = they had heard, that any Light of the Go(- 
pel begaa to ſhine. * 

' But the more zealous theſe people were for a Reformation in'their 
Religion, the mors did the fury and rage of Perſecution ſtir in the 
Biſhops,Pricſts aad Monks ig all avios againſt them ; amovgft yo 
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reſt, one Fo, de Roma,a Monk obtaining a commiſhon co examine thoſe 
that were ſuſpe&ed to be of the waſdeys or Lutherans profeſſion, 
forthwith ceaſed not to afli& the faithful with all kinds of Cruel: 
that he eould deviſe or imagine; amongft other moſt horrible Tor- 
ments, this was one,. which he moſt delighted in, and moſt com- 
monly praCtiſcd, he filled Boots with boyling Greaſe, and pat them 
upon their Legs, tying them backward, to a Form with their Legs 
hanging down over a ſmall Fire, and fo he examined them , thus 
he tormented very many, and in the end moſt cruelly put them'to 
death : this cruelty coming to the French Kings car,he was much diſ- 
gufted, wherefore he wrote to the Parliament at Province, that the 
Monk might be apprehended and puniſht, but he conveyed himſelf 
away; bur the Lord not long after [mote him with ficknels, indeed 
a moſt horrible and ſtrange Dileaſe,his Bocy being greatly tormented 
with Pain,and could get no Help ; being had to an Hoſpiral, his Fleſh 
rTotted away, and itunk fo that none cared to come near him ; and in 
The Juſt this Rage and Torment he was under, he ciren cryed out, ho wilt 
Judgment deliver me ? Who will Kill me, and deliver meont ( f thelt Torments and 
of God a- Pains, which 1 kngy 1 Jaffer for the evils and oppreſſions that I have 
oainſt a cru- doze 10 thor me ? and in this anguiin he moft miſcrab| y ended his 
el Perlecus unhappy dayes. | 
for. After the Ceath of this perſecutipg Monk, the Biſhop. of Ajx by 
his Official continued the Perſeeurion, and put a great Multitude of 
them in Priſon, of whom ſome by force of Torments revolted, from 
the Truth, the others, which proved conſtant, after he had condem- 
ned them of Hereſie, were put into the hands of the ordinary Judge, 
which at that time was one Meirayw, a cruel Perſecutor, who with- 
out any form of Proceſs or order of Law, ſuch as the Official had pro- 
nounced to be Hereticks, he pur todeath with mcſt Cruel Tor- 
ments, 
After this Perſecutor wzs dead one Barthelomew Caſenes, Preſident 
of the Parliment of Province, a Peſtilent Perfſecutor, whom 
God at length ſtruck with a fearful and ſudden Death: in the time 
of this Tyrant thole of 2derizdol were cited perſonally to appear be- 
fore the Kings Attorney ; but they hearing thut the Court had de- 
termined to burn them'v 1chout any Proceſs or Order of Law, durſt 
not appear at the dzy appointed, for which caule the Court award- 
. eda cruel Sentence againſt Merindol, and condemned all the Inhabi- 
- tants to be-burned, both Men, Women and Children, and their 
Town and Houſes to be faſed to the Ground, and their Country to 
be made a Defart and Wildernefs never more tobe inhabited, This 
bloody Arreſt or Dectee ſeemed ſtrange and wonderful, farne openly 
faying, They marvelled the Parliment Foals br fo mad to give ont -.ory an 
Arreſt, ſo manifeſtly ivjurious and unjuſt, and tontrary to all Rexfon and 
Humazity ; others ſaid, The Fudges are not bound to ſerve cithey Rivht 
. 'or Reaſon in exterpating {uch a5 are ab robe Lutherans ; but what 
ever was ſaid in oppoſition to this Decree the Biſhops from time to 
time uled all the op rtunities to endeavour to put the ſame in execu- 
tion as appear9 in the following Relation. 
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Amongf theſe poor men that ſuffered in Merinds/ there was a Bovok- 
ſeller, who for letting publickly to fale certain Bibles in Frexchand 
L«ri#e, 1n the ſight of the Biſhop of 4x and other Prelates, they were 
thereat greatly moved, and cauſed him to be apprehended , and 
committed to Priſon, and afterwards he was lentenced and burnt : 
the Prelates ſeeing great diſlention among the people of Avinion, and 
that many murmured at the death of this Book-leller tor {clling the 
Bible, to fear the people.the next day they put out a Proclamation 
againſt all, French bibles, That none ſhould keep them im their Hands 
pon pain of Death. 

Atter this Proclamation the Bilhop of A:x endeavoured his utmoſt 
ro proſecute the people of Merindol, being very earne(s with the Pre- 
{jdenr to that effe&t, and to put the Parliaments Arreſt and Decree 
i execution, the Preſident thewing himlclt unwilling to the Biſhop 
toſhed Innocent Blood pleaded, The King would be diſpleaſed to hrve 
juch defiruttion made of þis Subjects: then taid the Bilhop, Thewgh the 
King at the firſt do think it ill done, we will o bring it to paſt, that in a ſhort 
ſpace he ſha'l think it well done ; for we have the Cardinals on our fide, eſpe- 
cially Cardinal Tourngn, | . 

By theſe Arguments of the Bilnop, the Preſidefit and Councel of 
Parliament were perſwaded to raile a Furce,and deſtroy the people of 
Merinao, according to the Decree The Inhabitants of AMerindo! 
| heariog thereof, and lecing gothing bur preſent death to be at hand, 
with great Lamentation commended themſelves and their Cauſe 
unto God by Prayer, and made themſelves ready to be murdered, 
as Shcep for the Slaughter ;, whilſt rhey were 1n this grievous diftreſs, 
there was one raiſed up called the Lord of Alzer,to plead with the Pre- 
{ident on their behalf, giving the Preſident ſeveral Reaſons, why he 
ought nor to deſtroy cheſe poor Chriſtian man of AMerindo! , by 
which Realons the Preſident was perfwaded, and immediatly called 
back his Commiſion, which he had given out,agd cauſed rhe Army 
to Retire, who were within a mile and a half of Merinde! , which 
the people of Merindo! underſtanding, that the Army was retired, 
gave thanks unto God, comforting one another with Admonition 
and Exhortation, Alwayes to have the fear of God before their Eyes, and 
ro ſeek after the everlaſting Riches. 

The noiſe of thele Proceedings, and of this Arreſt and Decree, 
coming to the King of Frazce his car, he appointed perſons to-make 
Inquiry into the whole matter, and to make a Report to him thereof, 
and what manner of. People theſe Aerindolians were. | 

Theſe Deputies brought a Copy of the Arreft Decree and Pro- 
ceedings uato the Kings Lieutenant, declaring unto him rhe grear 
Injuries, Polling, Extortions, Exattions, Tyrannies and Cruel- 
ties which the Judges, as well Secular as - Eccleſiaftical , had 
uſed againſt them ' of Aferz»dol and orhers, as touching the be- 
haviour anddiſpoſition of rhoſe which were perlecuted, they Te- 
ported, that the moſt part of the men of Province, affirmed 'them 
to be men given to great Labour and Travel, arid that about 

two hundred years paſt (as it 13 reported) they came out of the Coun- 
| i - ry 
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try of Piedmomt todwellin Province, and took to tillage and to iaba- 
bit many Villages deſtroyed by-the Wars, which they had fo well 
husbandred, that there was now great ſtore of Wine, Oyle, Honey 
and Cattle, ſo that Strangers were greatly relieved , and that they 
were a Peaceable Quiet People, beloved of all their Neighbours, 
man of good Behaviour, conſtant in keeping of their Promiſe, and 
paying their Debts, without ſuing men at Law , that they were 
alſo Charitable men, giving Alms, relieving of the Poor, and 
ſuffered none amongſt them to lack, or be in neceſſity, harbouring 
and Nouriſhing poor Strangers and Paſſengers in their meccſhities : 
moreover that they were known by this tkroughour all the Country, 
that they would not Swear, and that if they heard any Swear, blaſpheme, 
or diſhonour God, they ſtrait-way departed out of their Cumpany ; 
this was the tenour of the report made to the Kings Licutenant touch- 
ing the Life and Behaviour cf theſe Inhabitants of Meri»del who were 
perſecuted by the Popiſh Biſhops and Cardinals, which the Licuten- 
ant advertiſed the King, who was a gocd Prince, moved with mercy 
and pity, ſent Letters to the Parliament, Expreſly charging ard 
commanding them that they ſnould not hereafter preceed to prole- 
cute the ſaid Arreſt and Decree lo Rigoroully as they had done be- 
fore againſt this People, and not ro moleſt or trouble them in per- 
ſon or gocds, and to command them to ſet at Liberty all Priſoners, 
which either were accuſed or ſuſpeted of Lutheraniſm ; and withal 
included in his Letter, That if any of them thould be conviCt of He- 
reſic by the Scriptures of the old and New Teſtament, they ſhould be 
cauſed to abjure. 

Notwithſtanding this Letter was writ in favour unto the pecple of 
Merindol, yet the Biſhop of Cavaillen took advantage at one part of 
the Letter to proſecute bis Malice againſt the people of Merindol 
jor upon the Kings Letter the Parliament ordained, that Fehx Durand 
Counceller of the Parliament, with the Secretary, and the Biſhop of 
Czvailloy, with a DoQtor of Divinity ſhould go to Merindel, and 
ghere declare to the Inhabitants the Errors and Herefies w hich they 
knew to be contained in their confeſſion of th: ir Faith. and make them 
apparent by good and ſufficient Information, and having (o convicted 
them by the Word of God, they ſhowld make them to renounce and 
abjure the ſaid Hereſfies, and if they did refuſe to abjure, then to 
make report thereof, that the Court might appoint bow to proceed 
againſt them ; the Biſhop of Cevaillos would not tarry till the time 
appointed by the Court for the Execution of this Matter, but hc him- 
ſelf with a Door went to Merixde! to make theth abjure, but they 
refuſing he grew very angry with them. 

Shortly aſter Foby D#randus Councellor of the Parliament, went 
ro execute the Commiſſion, according to order, to whom the Bailiff 
of Acrindal (aid, it ſcemeth unto me that there is no due form of 
Proceſs ia this Judgment, for there is no party here, that doth accuſe 
us; if we had any Aceuſer preſent, which according to the rule of 
the Scripture, either ſhould prove by good demonſtration out of the 
New and Old Teſtament, that whereof we are acculed,or if he were 
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not able, thould ſuffer puniſhment, due unto fuch as are Herecicks , 
I think he will be as greatly troubled to maintain blz Acculations, as 
we to an{wer unto the ſans, : | | 
Thus things debated tor ſome time, but the Bithep and Doctor 
were much confounded, 'aud the 'Inhabitance of Atcrindul were in 
reſt and -quicinels, for a ſpace, unti! Fohn Mrniers an exceeding 
bloody Tyrant kegan a new Perſecution ; he pur five or fix of his 
own 'Tennants into a Ciftern under the ground, and cloſing it up 
there he kept them till they dicd tor Hunger, pretending that they 
were Lutheraxs, but it was to get their goods and poſicfſhions by thee 
praCtices this Wrertch grew great, and we:lthy , and became Pre- 
jidenr of the Parliament, and Lieutenant General in the Country of 
Province, he imployed aii t.s power to obtain Letters Pattens from 
the King to proſecute the Decree againſt the people of Merindo!, 
which by the help of the Cardinal of Tourxox, he did obtain, Afﬀer 
this be gathered all the Kings Army, and imployed them to the 
deſtruMon of Aerindol, Cabries and other Towns, to the Bumber of 
twenty two, giving Commiſfticn, To [p:il, ran/ack, burn and deſtroy 
all together, and to kill Man, Woman ani Child without mercy. The 
people of Aferixdel! (ceing all ina flame round about them, left their 
Houſes, and fled into the Woods, carrying their Children upon their 
thoulders a days Journey, bur the way that they were to pais thorow 
being rough and cumberſome they thovght it expedient to leave the 
Woman aud Children behind, hoping that the Enemy would ſhew 
mercy to the Woman and Children, being deſtiture of all Succour , 
no Tongue can expreſs, what Sorrow, what Tears, what Sighings, 
what Laineatation there was at that Woful departing, when they 
were compelled to be thus ſeperated a{under, the Husband from kis 
Wife, the Father from his tecider Children, and never like to ſec 
each other again : They were not gone far, butthe Enemy ſuddca- 
ly came upon them, tiuding them*afſembling together at prayers, 
and ſpoiled them of all that they had, ſome they Ravilhed, and lome 
they Scourged; prattiling what Cruelty and Villany they could 
diviſe agaiuit them , the woman were in number about hve hundred. 
This Af:nters cauſed thirty men to be carried into a Meadow ,& there 
to be miſcrably cut and hewed to peices by Souldiers, and he cauſed 
forty woman to be put into a Bara full of Straw, and the Barn to be 
ſet on fire to deſtroy them: the number of thoſe that were ſo 
unmercifully murdered by this bloody Tyrant were about onc Thau- 
ſand perſons, Meg, Women and Childreo. Ir 1s unexpreflible 
how Lamentably and Cruelly theſe peor People were Periecuted, 
iaſomuch that ao kind of Cruelty and Tyranny was left uopraQiſed ; 
for them that eſcaped into the Wouds and Mountains, being taken, 
were cither {lain out-right, or put ig the Gally and madeSlaves; 
ſome were famiſhed in Rocks and Caves with Hunger ; aod thus 
it continued till God by his juſt Judgments cut off the bloody Tyranr 
Mixicrs by death. 
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Now follows the Perſecation of the Waldenſes in Angrogne, Lu- 
cerne,Perouſe 4x4 Piedmont, 44d other places, 
from the year 155510 1561. 


Though theſe people by long perſecution were driven from place 
to place, and in all places afflicred, yet they were not utterly de- 
firoyed, nor would never yield to the ſuperſtitions of the Popiſh 
Religioa but abftained from their Idolatry ; they had many Books 
of the New Teſtament tranſlated into their own Language z they 
lived in great ſimplicity,and with the ſweat of their brows, they were 
quiet and peaceable among their Neighbours abſtaining from Oatbs, 
Games, Dancing and filthy Songs. The ſaid People at Angrogne 
having drawn up a confeſſion of their faith, it was by learned men at 
the Kings Court condemned as Heretical ; whereforc the King requi- 
red them to *4 Obedience to the Church of R:ze on pain of loſs of 
goods and lite ; and to give their Anſwer in three days ; but upon 
fome of the German Princes interceeding with the French King on 
their behalf, defiring him to ſhow ſome pity to theſe Churches, 
they were not moleſted for three years ; only one of their Miniſters 
that travelled from place to place was apprehended, and ſuffered 
Martyrdom, to wit, Feffery Yarnigle : but the Pope envying this 
Liberty obtained through the Moderation of the Germgy Princes, 
who intreatod on their behalf, The Pope ftirs up the Duke of Sav-ay 
againſt them (who in his own nature was rather inclined to let them 
live in quietnels) telling him, that he ought to baniſh the alder'es, 
for that they were a rec ellious People againſt the holy Mother the Church , 
theſe Inſtigations cauſed great Perſccutions on theſe poor People ; 
for ſoon after ſeveral of them were burat, many fled and their Houſes 
were ranſakt, ſame were taken and ſent to the Gallies, and Procla- 
mation was put out, That none ſhould go to their Aſſ:mblies on pain of 
death, In the midſt of this Suffering they thought the beſt way to 
put a ſtop, was toſend to the Duke a Declaration of their Religion, 
arid wherefore they ſuffered, which they del, withal declaring, thar 
if by the Word of God it could be proved, that they were in Error, 
they ſhould not be obſtinate, but be reformed, &c. after this the Per- 
ſecution ſeemed ſomewhat to abate for a time; but in the month 
called- Fune following, it was firſt poogated to them. To put away 


their Miniſters that were Strengers, which they refuſing to do, it 


was then commanded of them, in the Dukes name, That they ſbeuld 
baniſh from them all their Miniſters that were Strangers : anda New 
Proclamatien was put out, and Perſecution began afreſh, and many 
of the ſaid People were ſlain, and many impriſoned and cruelly 
handled the 2eoxks being very ative in this Perſecution ; in one place 
cauſing two Women to carry Faggots to the Fire where their Mini- 
fter was burnt, and to ſpeak theſe words to him, viz, Take this thou 
wicked Heretic: in recompence of the Naughty Doftrine thou haſt taught us ; 
to whem he ſaid, 4b! Good Women, 1 have taught you well, but you 
bave learneditl, Great was the Havock and Ruia they made upon 
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thale poor Peoples Eſtates and Bodies 1n this Perſecution z and not 
long after an Army was rajſed to deſtroy the Waldeys, which they 
hearing, their Miniſters met with rhe cheif Rulers, ro adviſe what 
in ſuch an Extremity they were beſt ro do, upon due 'confideration 
they concluded not to defend themſelves by force of Armes, but to 
flee to the Mountains, and carry their gouds with them ; others of 
their Miniſters hearing of the reſolution that they at Angrogne and 
Lucery had made, thought it ftrange that they might nor defend 
themlelves againſt their Enemies violence in {o juſt a cauſe, know- 
1ng that it was the Pope and his Minifters who were the caule of their 
Troubles ; aad ſome ſtood 1n their own defence, and made great 
Slaughters upon their Enemies at times; and when they perſued their 
Enemies, they often retired to avoid ſhedding Blood, meaning only 
todefend themſelves, and held their Adverlaries fo titely to it that 
they were at laſt brought to make a Peace upon Articles and condi- 
tions ſo that the Perſecution was ftopt and the Pride, Malice and Rage 
of their Adverſarics was abated. 

Thus having given an Account in brief of the troubles and Per- 
ſecutions ſuſtained by the faithful Martyrs in Forreis parts, it remains 
to give a further Relation of ſuchas ſuff-red in this Nation of Enzlend 
1a this Kings Reign. 


After that the light of the Goſpel began to Shine and encreaſe be- 


yond Se1,the Beams of it began to ſpread and grow more here in Eng- 
land, nd a great ſtir and alteration followed in the hearts of many, 
io that coloured Hypocriſie and painted Holineſs began to be ſpied 
more and more, by ſuch as in any meaſure taſted of the Truth, and 
ſome there were that could diſtinguiſh Chrift from Aati-chriſt , a- 
mong(t whom was one Simon Fiſh of Grajes-Inn, who wrote a ſharp 
Book ag inſt the Corruption of the Clergy, Entituled, The _ 
cation of Bezgers, which Book was wrot beyord Sea, he being 
thither for tear of Cardinal wo0/ſey, who had takea diſtaſte againſt 
him; in this Book was ſhewed what a great Oppreſſioa the Prieſts 
and Clergy were to the Nation, for thatthey had got ipto their hands 
more then a third part of the Realm, beſides their Tythes of all 
the encreaſe of Corn, Hy, &. The Book bring reaxd to the 
Kiag, after a paule, he ſaid, 1f « men ſhould pull down an old flone 
wall, and begin at the lower part, the upper part thereof might chance 
ro fall on bis heaa, and took the Book and put it in his Desk, and 
ſeemed to b2 pleaſed at ir, for hs encouraged $:m2m Fiſh his Wife 
to ſend for her Husband to come before him ; but how much (a 
ever he liked it, he wou!d make no ſhow of it opealy , for that Book 
and others being thrown about Lendex, the Cardinal acquainted the 
King therewith and bid him beware of them ; and the Cardinal and 
Biſhop of Londen conſulted how they might ſtop the miſchief rhar 
might acrew by that and other Books being ſo ſpread about ; where- 
upon they agreed that, the Biſhop of Zendex ſhould ſend forth a Pro- 
clamation to call in the New Teſtement, Tranſlated into Engliſh, The 
Supplication of Beggers ; The Revelation of Anti-chrift by Martin Luther ; 
and other Books 1n Exe/iſh. This was one way they took, by mo 
cucy 
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they thought-to have ſupprefſed the growth of thoſe they accoun- 
ced Hereticks; but not thinking that ſufficient, obtained a Procla- 
mation from the King to ſupprels the SeiZaries, Hereticks and Lol- 
lards, and for aboliſhing divers of their Books in Ezeliſh , the Bi- 
ſhops having that now they would have, there was no dilligence 
wanting on their parts fer the putting the (ame in execution 
whereupon cnſued a grieyous Perſecution and Slaughter of the 
Faithfull, | 

The firft that went to wrack was Them Bilney, who after his 
Examination and Condemnation by Dottor Pe//s Chancllor, he was 
committed to the Lay Power, viz, to the Sherifts of the City 
of Norwich ; a day betore his Execution ſome Friends beirg with 
him and comfortivg him, that though he was to go through the 
Fire, the Lord would refreſh him in it: At this he put his tinger 
ia the Candle (as he uſed to do divers times) {aying, 1 knew the fire 
« hot, and my body ſhall le waſted by it, and it is a pain for the time, 
but he would cften reker(e this Scripture tor his comfort, Fear pot, 
for I have redeemed thee, and caffed thee Ly my name, thou art mine 
own ; Whenthou goeſt through the watcr, 1will be with thee , hen theu 
walkeſt in the Fire, it ſhall not burn thee, and the Flame ſhall not kindle 
upon thee, for 1 am the Lord thy God, the holy one of Iſrael: Going to 
Executicn, he ſaid, The Marriner for a while mects with a trcubled 
Sea, and is toſſed with the Waves, but he is in hopes when he comes 
to the Haven he ſhall be at quiet; I doubt nut (though I fcel 
ſtorms) bur by Gods Grace 1 jhall attaig to the Raven, and be- 
ing —_ to the Stake, he very Patiemly endured the Fire till 

aath, 

The next that ſuffered was Richard Bazfield,who receiving the truth 
in a meaſure, and reading the Teſtament in Ezgliſh, avd a book ca!- 
led, The wicked Memman, &c. He was caſtinto Priſon, agd there 
ſore whipped with a Gag in his mouth, and then ſtocked, andthere 
continued 1n_ Priſon three quarters of a year, and then was ſet at 
Liberry, but ſoen after was taken again, and put in the Cil:-hou/r, 
where he was tyed by the neck, middle and legs, ſtanding upright by 
the walls ; this puniſhment was inflicted on him to make him con- 
fels who bought his books, but he accuſed none, bur ſtood to his 
Religion, and told them he would Diſpute for his Faith ; at his 
Tryal he was acculed of divers things, but the chicf were, for 
bringing Books over from beyond Sea, and ſprea:ling them here in 
England; on the twentieth day of November, 1532. being had into the 
Quire of Pa»/s Cathedral, the Biſhop of Zoxdox, wih other Pre- 
lares being there ready to pals ſentence on him, and being de- 
livered to the Sheriffs of Londow, to carry him to Newgate, and from 


thence to the place of Execution, but firſt the Sheriffs were com- 


manded to haye him into the Veſtry, and to bring him forth again 
in Azt-chbrifts apparel, to be degraded, having been a Monk ; _ 
the Biſhop took his Croſier Staff, and ſmete' him on the Breſt that he 
threw him down backwards, and brake his head, and he ſwoung- 
&d, but coming to himſc]t again, he thanked God __ _ Was 

eliyered 
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delivered from this Malignant Church of Awti-chrift, and being led 
to Newgate, after one hours reſpite, he was had to the Fire and 
burat. 

Tobn Tewksberry Leather-ſeller of London, he was converted by 
the reading of rhe Teſtament in Ezliſb, and the Book called, The 
wicked Mammon, in the moneth cilled Aprz/, 1a the year 1529. he 
was brought before the Biſhop of Londen in the open Coulittory, 
where he diſputed with the Bithops and tke Prelates concerning his 
Faith, and was very expect and prompt in his an{wers to them z be- 
1ng indued with heavenly Wildom, that they were not able to reſiſt 
him ; inſomuch that the Bitheps were aſhamed, that a Leather-ſeller 
ſhould ſo confound them ; he affirmed in his DoCtrine, that there was 
no Purgatory dfter this life, but that ihe Souls of the faithful departing 
this life reſt with Chriſt, that prayers ought not to be made ro Saints, there 
being no other Advocate but Chriſt alone; tor which and other Prin- 
ciples he was condemned to die by the Biſhop of Londen, and by 
him dilivered to the Sheriffs of Zoxdez, and by them burnt in 
Smithfield, 

Edward Freeſe Painter, for painting upon clothes in an Inn certain 
Sentences of Scripture, was noted to be a Heretick, and was appre- 
hended, and brought to Londox and fram thence had to the Biſhops 
Houle at Fulhaw, where he was impriſoned with ſeveral other, men 
and their wives, and there fed with Manchets, part of which was 
made with Sawasft, and there kept ſo trait in Priſon, that their Re- 
lativns were not Suffered ro come at them ; the Painters Vite being 
very dceireous to ſee ker Husband, and prefling to gointo the Priſon, 
notwithſtanding ſhe was big with Child,the Biſhops Porter kickt her 
on the Belly io that her Child died immediately, and ſhe died ſoon 
alter, | 

After that the Priſoners were all put in the Stacks for al.ng time, 
and after they were let looſe, ſome had Horſe-locks pur on their Legs, 
ad ſome other Irons, the Painter would ever and anon be writing on 
th: Walls with Chalk or Coal, which ſo provoked his Adverlaries, 
that they Manackled his wriſts (o long, till the Fleſh of his Arms was 
grown higher then the Irons, from that Priſon he was brought to the 
Lollards Tower, where they kept kim there dayes without Meat, 
and uſed him ſo heard, that he loſt his underſtanding and fence , fo 
that when he was brought before the Confiftory at Pals he could 
ſay nothing, bur look upoa the People like a wild man, and if they 
askt him a Queſtion he could ſay nothing, but wy Lord is 4 good man, 
1) Lord is « good man; and in this unſenſible condition he continued 
to his dying day. 

Valentine Freeſe, Brother of the ſaid Edward Freeſe, and the ſaid 
Vilentine's wife were both burned at one Stake in York, for the Teſti- 
mony of Jeſvs Chriſt. 

Fames Bainhem, Son to a Knight, in Gloxceſtsrſbire, the ſaid Fames 
was 2 man of a yirtuous diſpoſition, and a Godly Converſation, 
kch addited to Prayer and Reading of the Scriptures, a great 
nivintainer of the Godly, a viſiter of ths Priſoners, liberal and _ 
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ful, delighting in doing equity and Juſtice to the Poor, very cillt- 
gent in' giving counſel to all Widdows, Fatherleſs. and Atticted, 
without Money or Reward, being a man bred in Knowledge in the 
Law ; this Bainham for his Religion was apprehended by che tuftiga» 
tion of Thom.u Moor Chancellor of England, who kept him Prifoucr 
in his own houſe, and there whipt him at a Tree in his Garden, 
which he called, The Tree of Troth, from thence he fear him to the 
Tower to be Racked, being himſelf preſent to (ce it effectucily done, 
till in a manner he had lamed him, to make him conteis v.hcre his 
Books lay, and becauſe his wife denyed them to be at his Hoſe, the 
was ſent tothe Fleet, and their goods were Contilcated , theic for- 
tures making him confeſs nothing, the Chanceller (et hin to the 
Biſhop of Loxaop 1n the year 1531 who examined him vpon ccriain 
Interrogatories concerning bis Religion, asked, Wheiuer he be- 
lieved there- was any Purgatory of Souls hence departed ; to which 
he anſwered, 1f we walk in the Light even as he is i the Light, we 
have Society together with him, andthe Bloud of Jens Chriſt bis Son hath 
clenſed ws from all Sin, if we ſay we hate no Sin we deceive 6ur ſelves, 
and the Truth in net is ws , if we confeſs our Sins he is faithful a:d juſt, 
avd will forgive ws our Sixs, and will purge #s from all our Iniqu:1:er, 
Several other things they objected againſt kim, and often bad hira 
to and again before them, threatening him with the danger that 
would enſue if he did not abjure his Religion , whereupon, he being 
overtaken with fear, he conſented unto them, after he had al jarec, 
the Chancellor fined him twenty pound to the King, and ce: j yned 
him Pennance, which was to go before the Crois in proieflion at 
Pauls, and'to ſtand before the Preacher during the Sermon at Pals 
Croſs, with a Fagger wpon his Shoulder, and then to retura with 
the Sumner to P11{on again bur, ſoon after he was diſcharged of kis 
Impriſoament, and befure he had been at Liberty a month, he be- 
wailed his Fact ard Abjuration, and was never auie: in his Mind 
and Conſcience until before a Congregation of the People of 
God, whoin rhoſe daycs met in a Ware-houle in Fow-1 anc, he ut- 
tered his Condemnation of the Fa, asking Ged and that Aſembly 
forgiveneſs, and the nexr Suzday (fo called) afterwards went to 2 
place, called Sr. Auftins, and ſtood up in a Pew with a Teſtament in 
Enzliſhin his Hand, and with Tears declared to the People that 
he had denied God, and dcfired the People to forgive him , and 
to beware of his weakneſs, and rather to chooſe to dis: then to 
do as he did, for he would nos for all the World to feel again ſuch 
a Hell as ke had done, to this purpoſe he alſo wrots to rhe Biſhop, 
whereupon he was ſhortly after apprehended, and committed to the 
Tower of Zendon, from thence he was removed to the Biſhops Coale- 
houſe, where he lay two weeks in the Stocks with Irons upon his 
Legs, then he was carricd to the Chancellors, and there Chained to 
a poſt two nights, from thence he was bad to Fallhow, where he was 
cruely handled, for the ſpace of a week ; from thence he was commit- 
ted to the Tower, where he lay a fortnight, and there ſcourged 
with Whips to make him eres his Opinions ; from thence he 
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was carried to Barkin, and from thence to Chel/ey, and there 
was condemacd,and from thenc: was conveyed to Newgate,and by the 
Sheriffs of London had into Smizhp:1d, and there burnt to death,the latt 
dav of April about three of the Clock 1n the afternoon. 

In the year 1532. Robert King, Nicholas March, Robert Gardner, 
all of Dedham, aud Robert Debnam of Eftbergholt, being burdened in 
their Conſciences to fee the honour and power of the Almighty Li- 
ving Gcd to be blaſphemed by Peoples adoring an Idol, called, The 
Roode of Dower Court, to which many Pople did greatly relort, 1gg0- 
raatly believing a common rumour blown abruad, tit no man had 
power to nut the Steeple houſe door where that Idol ſt20d z where- 
upon, the aforeſ1id four men were moved by the Spirit of God to 
travel outof Dedham, 1n atroſty Moonſhiacy Night ten Miles, to 
the place where this Idol ſtood, and took the filthy Icol from his 
Shrine, and carricd it 2 quarter of a Mile, and there ſtruck Fire, and 
ſet it on Fire, for which fact three of them were indifted as Fellons, 
and were hanged in Chains about half a year after, and it 1s record- 
ed, that at their death, through the working cf the Spirit of God, 
they bore (uch a living Teſtimony, tit the People were more editied 
1 the Truth, then they had been by all the Sermons chey had heard 
preach: before, 

The fourth man, viz. Robert Gardexer, had ſuffcred the ſame 
d:ail!, but that he fled away,and that way eſcaped their Hands. 

The ſame year there was many more Images caſt down and deſtroy- 
ed, in many places, 
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Fihn Frith a godly young man, and one of great patts and wit, Zeb» Fr: 
and of a ready capacity, and a great Scholler in the outward Litte- Martyr. 


rature,coming 2cquainted with iam Tizdal, through hisIaſtrutti- 
025 he firſt received into his heart the Seed of the Golpel and ſincere 
G-odlin-1s. 

The (aid Fohn Frith accotnpanying himlclf with divers young men 
of grave Judginent and (harp wits, who conferring together upon the 
ab:t{es of Religion, which at that time were crept into the Church, 
were therefore accuſed of Herefic ro Cardinal wool'ey, and caſt into a 
Prilon withia 2 deep Cave, under a Colledze in Oxford, where they 
uſed to lay their Salir-fiſh, the ſtiak of which ſo infected their bodies, 
that three of them died in a little ſpace, the fourth was Fohz Frith, 
who was {nortly after diſcharged out of Priſon, and travelled beyond- 
Sea,and after rwo years returning into Erg/azd, and being at Reading, 
it: happened that he was taken as a Vagabond, and was put in the 

zocks, and there kept (o long till he was almoſt pined with hunger, 
and would not diſgover who he was, but deſiring to ſpeak with the 
Schoal-mafter of the Town, to. whom. he ſpoke Latine, the School- 
maſter perceiving that he was aScholler, and a,young man of excel- 
lent parrs,obtained of the Magiſtrates that he might be ſet at Liberty, 
which he enjoyed not long, being (o du, by Sr. Thens ws Moor 


Chancellor, who perſecuted him. both by Sca and Land, promiſing 
preat reward to any that could bring news or tydingsof .him.; ſoon 
after he was apprehended and committed to the Te 


Tower of London, 
where 
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where he had many conflicts with the Biſhops, bur eſpecially ina wri- 
ting with the Chancellor, andafterwards was carried to Lambeth, be- 
fore the Biſhop of Canterbury, and from thence to Creydem, before the 
Biſhop of Wixcheſter, and lait of all he was brought before the Biſbops 
in a commos Aſſembly at Londen, the whole matter of his Examina- 
tion before them was comprehended in two' ſpecial Articles (that is 
to ſay) of Purgatory, and of the ſubſtance of the Sacrament, to which 
be anſwered very fully and wilely, and in great moderation and up- 
rightneſs, but ne Reaſon would prevall againſt the force and cruelty 
of his Adveriaries : The twentieth day of the moneth called Func 
1533. he was brought before ſcyeral Biſhops at Paw/s, who ſeeing that 
by no means, they could per{wade him to Recant, the Biſhop of 
London condemned him to be burnt, and paſt Sentence agiinit lim tro 
that efle&, 

About this time one Fohn Chapman, Andrew Hewet and Fobn Tibauld, 
being men Zealous for Religion and Picty, were informed apainit, 
and by the Biſhop of London's Chancellor and others were appretend- 
ed and carricd to the Biſhops Houſe; Andrew Hewet was (ent to the 
Lollard Tower, and Chapman and Tibauld kept aſunder in the Byllups 
Houle till the next day that he came from Fu/ham, who then examined 
them not liking theirConfeſſion,Cheapmer he committed ro the Stocks, 
with this threat, that ke ſhould tell another Tale, or elſe he ſhould fit 
there 11ll his Heels did drop from his Arſe ; Tibaul/d he ſhut wpin 2 
clole Chainber, but afterwards delivered him out of Priſon upon 
this Injuaftiopg, that he ſhould not come within ſeven Miles of his 
own Houſe, Charman after five weeks impriſonment, three weeks 
whereof he ſ:tin the Stocks, by Suit made to the Chancellor cn his 
behalf,after many threatnings was diſcharged out of Priſon z Andrew 
Hewet being brought before the Bithops, and asked, what he thought 
concerning the Sacrament, an[wered, even as Frith doth, at which 
the Biſhops ſmiled, and one of them ſaid, why Frith is.an Heretick, 
and is evndemned to be burnt, and except thou revoke thy Opinion, 
thou ſhalt be burnt witk him ; truly, ſaid he, Iam contented there- 
with ; whereupon he was ſent to the Priſon to Frith,and on the fourth 
day of the month called Fuly he was carried to Smithfield with Frith, 
and there burned. | 

Thom:#s Bennet School-maſter in Exeter, a man of a godly con- 
verſation, and a favourer of ſuch as ſuffered for their zeal to the 
true Religion, after he had lived in a retired condition fix years, 
could no longer contain but he muſt bear a Teſtimony againſt the 
Idolatry of thoſe times, though bis blood were ſhed *for the ſame 
the beginning of his troubles was, he wrote a Paper, agd (et it up- 
on one of the Steeple-Houſe-doors of the City, in which was writ- 
ren, The Pope u Anti-chriſt, and we onght to worjbip God only, and no 
Saints ; which Paper being ſeen, great ſearch and inquiry was made 
what Heretick.ſhould ſer it up,but fecing they eould not find the Ar- 
thorout at that preſent, they agreed, that the ſentence of a Curſe 
ſhould be pronounced againſt him that did it; the manger of which 
Curſe was a8 followeth, 
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The Pricft being in the Pulpit clothed in white, and the Monks 
and Friars ftanding about him, the Croſs was held up with Caedles 
fixed to the ſame, rhen faid the Prieft, By :he Authority of God the Fa- 
ther Almi:hty, and of the bleſſed Virgin Mary of Saint Peter and 
Paul, azd of the holy Stints, we Excommunicate, we utterly Curſe and 
Bann, commit and acliver to the Devil of Hell him or her, whatſoever 
h: or (he be, that have in ſpite of God, and of Sagar Peter who'e Cherch 
this is, in'Spite of all haly Saints, an4 in Spite of our moft holy Father 
the Pepe, Goas Vicar here in Earth, and in Spite of the reverend Father 

in God John our Dioceſian, and the Werſbipfull Cannons, Maſters Prieſts 
 andClarks which lerve God daily in this Cathearal Church, fixed up with 
max ſuch Curſed ani Heretical Bills, full of Blaſphemsy, upon the Doors 
#of ths, and other holy Churches within this Cty, Excommunitate be hr ſhe 
or they plenilly, and delivered over to the Devil as perpetual Malefattors 
and Schiſmiticks, accwrſed they be, and piven Body and Soul to the Devil, 
Curſed be they he or ſhe, in Cities ani Towns, in Fields and wayes, in 
Houſes and out of Houſes, and all other places, ſt.:ndin:, lying, or riſing, 
walking. running, waking, ſleepin? eating, drigkins. and whitſnever thins 
they do beſides, we [ſeperate them him or her from the Threſhold. and from 
all the good Prayer of the Churih from the participaticn of the holy Maſs, 
. from all Sacraments, Chappels.and Aitars, from Holy Bread, and Holy Wa- 
ter, from all the Merrits of Gods Prieſts and religious men, andfrom all 
thtir Cloiſters, frem al! their Pardons, Priviledges Grants ard Immunities 
n-hich all the hily Fathers Popes of Rome have pranted to them, and we 
give them over utter!y to the power of the Devil. and les us quench their 
Soul, if they le deas this night in the pains of Hellfire, as this Candle is now 
quench:d,and pus cut; (2nd with that he put our one of the Candies) and 
let pray to God if they be alive that their ty's may te put out as this Candle 
licht 15; (io he put out another Cancle) /er is pray to God, and to our 


The Popes 
Curte by 
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Ldy, ard t6S210t Petcr and Pall aud all holy gaints,that all the Sences of 


therr bodies may fail them, and that they may have uo feeling, as now 
th: L'gbt of this Candle i gone, (and fo he put out the third- Candle) 
except they he or ſhe come openly now, and confe|s their BlaſDhemy and 
by repentance (s in them ſbill lie) make ſatisfation unto God, our 
Lo Sunrt Petcr, 4nd the Worſbipſull Company of this Cathedral 
Church. * 

 Thom1s Bennet being not able to digeſt theſe Fopperies, writ other 
Bills, and cauſed them to be ſet up vpon the Gates of the Grave- yard, 
but the perſon that ſet them up being taken 1n the attion, Thomas 
Bennet was thereby diicovercd, and being apprehended, confeſt they 
were his Bills, ard that he could do it agaia to diſcover the Abomi- 
nable Blaſphemy of their Aati-chriſt the Pope, and to ler people ſee 
that he is the B*ar come out of the Wood, which deſtroyeth and 
throweth down the Hedges of Gods Church, Whercupon he was 
committed .to-Priſog, and the next day Was had to the Biſhop, who 
committed aim to Priſon again, where he was kept in the. Srocks 
with trong Irong, with as much favour as a Dag ſhould find, then 
his Houle was Searched for Books, and liis wife thamefully abuſed, 


her 


which ſheborc with — contented to bare the Croſs with 
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her Husband, and to fare hardly with him, and eat Couric meat 
and drink : A gray Fryar poſſeſſing Themes Bennes with the many 
dangers that he was lyable to fall into in that condition, Thomas rc- 

lyed, my life is not dear to me, I had rather by death (which I 
Low is not far off) depart this: Life then to partake of your deteſt- 


able Idolatries and Superſtitions, or be ſubje&t to Anti-chritt your | 


Po 

Dues the time of his impriſonment the hate of the people 
through igaorance was great againft him, notwithſtanding they 
could never move his patience ; during his impriſonment, his wite 
provided Suftenance for him, when ſhe Lamented he Comforred 
her, and gave her many good and godly. Exhortations, and deſired 
her not to move him to comply with his Adverſaries. After the 
Clergy ſaw they could by ng means cauſe him to recant, they Con- 
demned him to be burnt, and delivered him to the Sheriff of Pevos- 


ſhire to ſee him Executed z the mild man rejoycing to ſee his «nd | 


approach ſo near, as the Sheep before the Shearer yielded himſ{clt 
with all humbleneſsto abide and ſuffer the Croſs of Perſecution ; be- 
ing brought to his Execution in a place called Livery Dole, without 
Exeter, he gravely and ſoberly ſpake to the people to ſeek the honour 
of God, and the knowledg of him, and to leave the devices and 
immaginations of mens inventions, and ſaying, Oh Lord receive 


my ſpirits, patiently endured the Cruelty of the Fire untill his lite 
was ended, 


Thus the Reader hath an Accotint of ſuch as ſuſtained death for 


Chrifts Cauſe through the rigorous Proclamation aforeſaid, ſet our 
in the name of the King, but indeed procured by the Biſhops, and by 
them fo ſtrictly Executed, that no good man could peep our with 
his head never ſo little, but he was caught by the back, and cither 


brought to the fire or elſe forced to abjure their Religion, a great' 


number of which are particularly mentioned in Fexe's Ads and 
Monuments, which for Brevity ſake are here omitted. 

Thomas Phiffip being one of them that was proſecuted, and being 
asked by the Biſhop, whether he would abjure. &r not, he (21d, 
except ye ſhew me cauſe wherefore I ſhould abjure,I will not ſay, yea 
or nay to it, but will ſtand to my appeal, then the Biſhop read 


openly the Bill of Excommunication againſt him, charging all 


men to have no company, or any thing todo with him, after this 
Excommunication what became of him, whether he was burnt, or 


died in the Tower, ro mention is made in the Regiſter, I mention 


hina becauſe a Letter that was found in his Pocket, and the ſub- ' 


ſtance of one Trecys Will, are worth the taking. notice of, whictr 
are as followeth, 


A Letter direfed to Thomas Phillip i» the nome of the Brethren, 
and given hm by the way going to the Tower, w as folliweth, 


The favour of him that is able to keep you, that you fall not, and 
$0 confels your name in- che Kingdom of: Glory, and to give you 
is 4 rengt 
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itrength by his Spirit to confeſs him, before all his Adverlaries, be 
with you ever Amen, H 

The Brethren think that there be divers falſe Brethren craftily 
crept in among them to ſeek out their freedom in the Lord, that theye- 
may accuſe them to the Lords Adverſarics, as they ſuppoſe they, 
have done youz wherefore, if it be ſo that the Spirix of God muye 
you thereunto, they as Councellers defire you above all things, to 
be ftedfaſt in the Lords Truth, without fear, for he ſhall and will 
be your help, according to his promile, ſo that they ſhall not dimi- 
niſh the leaſt hair of your head without his will, unto the which 
will ſubmit your ſelf, and rejoyce ; for the Lord knoweth how to 
deiiver the Godly out of Temptation, and how to reſerve the Un- 
juſt, unto the day of Judgment to be puniſhtz and therefore caſt 
all your care on him, fer he careth for you; and in that you ſuffer 
as a Chcittian man, be not aſhamed, but rather glorite God on that 
behalf, lookiag upoa Chriſt the Author and'Finiſher of our Faith, 
who for. the joy that was ſet before him, abode the Croſs and 
diſpiſcd the ſhame, nevertheleſs, though we ſuffer rhe wrong after 
the example of our Maſter Chriſt, yet we are not bound to ſuffer the 
wrong cauſe, for Chriſt himſelf (uffered it not, but reproved hia 
that {mote him wrongfully, likewiſe Paul, As 23. faith, we muſt 
not iuffer the wrong, but boldly reprove thern that fit as Righteous 
Julzes, and, at contrary to Righteouſneſs, therefore according 
both to God and mans Law, you are not bound to make anſwer to 
aay caule till your Accuſers came before you, which if yourcquire, 
and thereon do ſtick, the faiſe Brethren ſhall be kgown to the great. 
comtort of thoſe who now ftand in doubt who they may truſt, and 
alſo it ſhall be a means that they ſhall not craftily by Queftions take 
you in Snares, and As 20, 1s written, It 5 not the manger of 
the K-45 to deliver any man that be ſnould periſn, beforche thatize 
accuiled have his Acculer before him, and have Licenſe to anſwer 
for himlclf, as pertaining to the Crime whereof ke is accuſed , and 
alio Chriſt (aid.that in the mourh of two or three Witneſſes all rhings 
ſhall ſtand ; wherefore ſecing that in Accuſations ſuch Witneſles 
ſhould be, you may with a good Conſcience require it ; and thus the 
God of Grace ſettle, ſtreagthen and eſtabliſh youzthat to him may be 
the glory and praiſe forever. 


This is the Subſtance of the Letter z, now follows the Subflance of 
Tracy's wil. 


William Tracy of Taddington in the County of Glewcefter in his Will 
declared among other things, that touching the burying of his bo- 
dy it availed him not whatloever was done thereto whenihe was 
dead, for, ſaid he, Funeral pemps are rather for the Solace of them that 
* live,theu the wealth and comfort of thera that ate dead : Which Will be- 
iug brought by his Son,his Execucor.to the Biſhop of Caxrerbury to be 
pcoved, th-. Bifthop ſhew'd it to the Convocation, who paſt a Sentence 
that a Commfhoa ſhould be feat ro Noor Parker, aan + of mo 

| 10CclS 


— mm eek A 
Perſtcuted by the Papiſts after the time 


1 ilizam 
'l naat 
Martyr. 


ttt. Ate, A 


Dioceſs of werceſter, to take up Tracy's dead body, and to burn him 
as an Heretick for making ſuch a Will; which accordingly was 
Executed, notwithſtanding he had been buryed almoſt two years 
before, 


About this time the Houſe of Commons aſſembled in Parliament 


-put up a Supplication by way of Complaint to the King againſt the 


Clergy, this Complaint the King ſeemed at firft not tvtake much 
notice of, yet afterwards coming to have a clear underſtanding of 
the abuſes and enormities of the Clergy, eſpecially of the corrupt 
Authority of the See of Ree, provided certain ACts againſt the ſame, 
and wholly excluded the Popes Authority our of his Realm, bur 
thinking the work not ſufhciently done,as Hong as Abbies and Priories 
kept their Station, which were asit were his Fortreſſes and Pillars, 
there was not long efter means found to have them ſuppreſied ; tor 
afperſions being laid upon them, of Adulteries and Murders, they 
by AR of Parliameat at feaſt near four hundred of them were ſup- 
prefled, and all their Lands and Goods conferred upon the King, and 
afterwards all the reſt; and all Colledges, Chanteries, and Hoſpi- 
tals; alſo the ſame Parliament ena&ed, that Biſhops ſhould pay no 
more Annals or Money for their Bulls to thePope, and that no Perſon 
ſhould appeal for any Cauſe out of this Realm to the Court of Roe, 
and an Act was made, that the King ſhould be the Supream head of 
the Church of England, &c, 

But althaugh the Popes Wings were thus cut, and his Power and 
Authority in Encland abrogated by AQt of Parliament, as before is 
mentioned, yet the Biſhops here went on perſecuting fuch as chey 
accounted SeQaries and Hererticks ; but before I give an account of 
ſuch as further ſuffered here in England for Religion, icfalls in order 
to give an Account of the Sufferings of 1li:m Tidal beyond Sea. 

This william: Tindal was burnt near wales, and being a man Zealous 
for Refofmation and Religion, and conſidering, that it the Scripture 
were turned into the vulgar Specck it might much contuce to the 
propagating thereof , and finding his purpoſe could not be well 
effected here in England by reafon of the ſtriftnels of the Biſhops and . 
Chancellor, he travelled into Germany, and there he firft cranſ]»tcd 
the New Teſtament, and then the Old, and writ ſeveral other Books 
againſt the irreligious Practice of the Prelates, which Books bing 
publiſhed and ſent over into England, it cannot be ſpoken what « door 
of Light they opened to the whole Eng/ifh Nation, who before were 
many years ſhut up in darkneſs. 

But though the ſpreading of theſe Books wrought much good to 
the upright, and ſuch as had in any meaſure a deſire to advance,the 
Truth, yet the envious and perſecuting Spirit of the Biſhops was 
alſo ward more ſtirred up thereby, ſeeking by all means how to mp 


_ them from being ſpread, leſt their Hypocriſie and works of Darkneſs 


ſhould he diſcerned, wherefore they made great ftir and ſearch, as 
Hered did at the birth of Chrift, and ſought out by what means they 
might hinder the travels of this Tizdel, and of his Priating and Pub. 
lifung the ſaid Books, and ſer perſons to ſearch and examine: ar 


Antwerp 


——— — — — — — — _ ——_— 
4 — — — — — — —_—— ___— 


of the Apoſtacy {rom the Truth. 


_— —_——et. es ene — 


— cj 


Antwerp how things ſtook with Tinds/, which when the Buhops and 
Chancellors in Exgland underſtood how things were, they ſent 
over one Henry Phillips to betray him into the hands of the Empe- 
rors Procurator General at Bruſſefs, the ſaid Procurator, through the. 
treachery of Phillips, ſeized upon all Tindsts Books, and apprehend- 
ed him and ſent him Priſoner to Filford Caſtle, cighteen Engliſh Miles 


from Antwerp, being brought to his Tryal, they oftered him to have. 
Councel to plead for him, he refuſed, tfaying, he would anſwer for - 


himſelf, after much reaſoning and Diſpute, he was Condemned 
by virtue of the Emperors Decree made in the Aſſembly at Auſ- 
brou'h, and upon the.{ame was brought to the place of Execution 
at Filford, Aune 1536, being tycd to the Stake, he cryed with a 
tervent Zeal, anda loud voice, Lord open the Kinz of Englands eyes, 
and lo was burnt to death, 

When the King had taken the title of Supremacy from the Biſhop 
of Rome, and Stated the {ame to himſelf, he perceived by the Wil- 
dom and advice of Thow.cs CromweZ, one of his Privy Councel, 
that the corrupt State of the Church hid need of Reformation in 
many things. 

This Cromwef was through the goodneſs of God raiſed up to 
be a friend and a favourer of thole that profeſt the Goſpel, who 
though but a Smiths Son, born at Putney, for the pregaancy of his 
wit, he was firſt entertained by Cardinal wool/ey, and by him em- 
ployed in many great Aﬀairs; the Cardinal falling, the-King took 
him unto his Service, and findiug bis great Abillities, advanced him 
for his worth to great places of Ronour and Truſt, through whole 
per{waſions ſeveral Injun&tions were put out by the King for Refor- 
mation in Religion ; and he was the great Inſtrument in overthrow 
ing Abbies, Monaſteries and Friaries, which were a little before by 
Att of Parliament given into the Kings hands: Whereupon, not 
only their Houſes were raſed, but their Poſſeſſions were divided 
amongſt the Nobility, inſomuch that all Friars, Monks, Cannons, 
Nuns, and other ſuch Sets, were fo rooted out of this Land from 
the Foundation, that there ſeemed to be ns room lett for ſuch Weeds 
to grow here any more, ; 

Bat as this Thom Cromwel was raiſed up for good, and being fo 
greatly in favour with the King, uſed all means he could to periwace 
tim to reform the enormitics in the Church z on the other hand, 
Satan raiſed up his Inſtrument, which was Srepher 6«radner, Biſhop 
of winchefter, who uſed all wilds and ſubtill means he could to per- 
{wade the King againſt the ſame, cafting upon the Profeſſors of 
Truth the name ef Hereticks, SeCtaries, Anabaptiſts, and Sacra- 
mentaries, and ſo far prevailed with the King, that by the Kings 
Authority certain Tajun&ions were publiſhed. prohibiting the pub- 
liſbing any Books in Eg/:ſb, written by the SeQtaries and Sacramen- 
taries, under the pain of the forfeiture of all their goods and Chat- 
tels, and their Bodies to be Impriſoned during the Kings pleaſure : 
And further, this Srephes Gerdner inftigated the King, not only a- 


gainſt the Queen (who was a favourer of Religion and Retermeten) 
; : ut 


L 
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but alſo againſt this Thems Lord Cromwe#, who no doubt had 
brought the encreaſe of true Religion, according to his underftand- 
ing, to more prefection, had not this Gardner, and other Malignant 
Oppoſers thercof ſet themſelves againſt ir, to hinder the projperi- 
ty thereof: but now through the ſaid Cardners evill advile, the 
King, who before had raiſed the ſaid Thomas Cromwell for his worth 
and integrit y, now for his pleaſure took him off, and ſuffeied him 
to beBeheaded : After his death Religion,and the Reformati.n more 
and more decayed, whereby the Reader may {ce how variable the 
$tate of things ſtood in reference to Religion ar this time, and with 
what difficulty any thing of Light and Truth came forth, how 
often things changed, even as the King was ruled and gave car ; 
ſometi mes it wenta little foxwerd,and then backward again, accord- 
ing as the perſons prevailed that were about the King, 

And new the King being led through Grdzers ſuggeftions, began 
to withdraw ſhewing any favour to the Reformation in Religions 
concluding o to do was moſt for his ſafety both at home and abroad, 
having ſo much diſpleaſed the Pope, and other Popith Princes, 
in what he had already done; and though he had rejected the Popes 
Authority,he would declare himſelf nevertheleſs to be a good Catho- 
lick Son of the Mother Church, and a withſtander of new Hercſies , 
and then calling a new Parliament, and Convocation of Prelates, 
there was fix Articles decreed concerning Religion, which was after- 
wards commonly called « #hip with fox Srimgs, it was pretended for 
the Unity of the Church, bur what Unity followed, the groaning 
hearts of many that ſuffered death by the ſame, both in chis Kings 
time, and in Queen Marjes time, may declare. 


The Six Articles of . the Biſhops Condemning all to be burnt as 
Hereticks that fboald hold, 


Firft, Thatthe Body of Chriſt was not really preſent inthe Sacra- 
ment after Conſecration, 

Secondly, That the Sacrament might not truely be adminiſtred un- 
der one Kind, 

Thirdly, That Priefts entred into koly Orders might Marry, 

Foyrthly, That Vows of Chaftity centred into, upon mature dcli- 
beratien,were not to be kept. 

Fifthly, That private Maſſcs were not to be uſed. 


Sixthly, That Auricular Confeſſion was not to be uſed inthe 
Church, 


Before theſe Articles were publiſhed, Biſhop Gerdemer having ob- 
tained his deſire with the King, he and the reſt of the Prelatcs begaa 
_ freſh to perſecute theProteftants,& the firſt they ftretched forth 

ieir eons ms was Fobn Lembert a Norfolk man, and one zealous 
for the Spreadi got che Truth, according to the Manifeſtation of ir 
then broke forth; and ro that end was converſant with Tindsl ard 
Frith at Anrweey, until by the Inftigation of Sr, Thomas Meer he was 
apprehended 


of the Apoſtacy from the Truth. 


apprehended and brought to Loxdex, where he was firſt brought to 
Examination at Lamberb, and then at the Bilbops Houlc at Oxford, 
before #»-rham Arch-biihop of Canterbury, and others, where fuurty 
five Articles were objeCted againſt him, to all which he an{wered in 
writing v@y fully, and wiſely, both accordiag to the Scriptures and 
Reaſon ; the Articles, and his Anſwers may be rcad at large in Foxe's 
Acts and Monuments, | 

The Biſhop of Carterbery (hortly after dying, whereby Lembort for 
that time was delivered out of Priſon ; and cuming to Loxzon it was 
not long betore he fell 1gto trouble againz fog having a private Con- 
ference with one DoCttor Tayler, what paſt between them ia their 
diſpute 1a private grew at laſt a publick and common talk, which 
coming to the Arch-bithops Ear, he fent for Lambert, and forced 
him cv defend his Cauſe openly, in that Diſputation Lambert appealed 
to the King from the Biſhops. 

Upoa this appeal Bilhop Gardener goes to the King, and privately 
poſſeiſes him, that now he had an opportunity to quiet the minds of 
the people who were offended with him for abolithing the Biſhop of 
Rome's Authority, and ſubreriing of Monaſterics and Abbies, &c. 
he might now remedy thele troubles, if he would manifeſtly appear 
in this matter againſt Lam or7, and thew himlelf Routly to reſiſt the 
Hereticks, the Kiag immediately received this wicked Counſel of 
the Biſhop, and forthwith ſent outa general Commiſſion, command» 
ing ali the Biſhops and Nobles of the Land, to come with all ſpecd to 
London to affiit the King againſt Hereticks ; theſe preparations be- 
ing made, a day was ſet, upon which Lembert ſhuuld appear be- 
fore the King, and the reſt aſſembled with bim, to be Trycd and 

udged. 

# The day being come, the King aſcended his Throne, clothed all 
in white, he lookt upon the Priſoner with a ſterne Countenanee, as if 
his mind was full of Iadignation, and then called forth the Biſhop of 
Chicheſter, and commanded him to declare to the People the Cauſes 
of that Allembly, the Subſtance of the Biſhops Speech tended to this, 
That the King would have none to conceive, that whereas the Au- 
thority and Name of the Biſhop of Rem being utterly abeliſhed, he 
would alſo extinguiſh all Religion, or give. Liberty to Herericks to 
trouble the Churches of E:g/en4 without puniſhment z the Biſhop 
having ended his Speech, the chief thing thar the King preſt Lambert 
to declare, was, what Opinion he held touching the Sacrament of the 
Altzr; to which he anſwered fully, and the Diſpute held chiefly con- 
cerning that point for ſome hours until the King and Biſhops, enra- 
ged againſt him, forced him to ſilence arlaft. 

The King being minded to end the Diſpute, ſaid to Lambert, What 
ſayeft thou after all theſe Labours and Reaſons of theſe learned Men ? 


Art thou yet ſatisfied? Wilt thou live or dic 3 thou hift yet free 


choice ? 
Lambort anſwered, I yield and ſubmit my ſelf wholly ugto the will 
of your Majefty, 
en 
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Then ſaid the King, commit thy ſelf unto the hands of God, and 
not unto mine. 

Lambort, I commend my Soul unto the hands of God, but my Budy 
I wholly yield and Submit unto your clemency. 

Then ſaid the King, if 'you de commit your ſelf unto my Judg- 
ment, you muſt die, for I will not be a patron to Hereticks, and io 
cauſed the Sentence of Death to be read againſt him : Shortly ater 
he was had to Smithfield, and there burnt , 1n the midſt of the Flames 
he cryed unto the people in theſe words, Nome but Chriſt, none bas 
Chriſt, and {o ended his life, 

The aforeſaid fix Articles being conſented unto, and conclud:d 
by the King and Parliament,the Bithops cauſed further to be enattcd, 
that whoſoever denyed Tranſubſtantiationz or whoſocrer ſhouid be 
Aiders, Coemfortess. Counſellors, Conſeators, and A bettors therein, 
ſhould be adjudged Hereticks; That every ſuch Ofl-rder ſhouid 
have and ſuffer Judgment, Execution and pain of dcath by wiy of 
burning, without any Abjuration, benefit of the Clergy, or SanCtuary, 
and ſhould forteit to the King all their Lands and Tenements, Guods 
and Chattels, as in Caſes of high Treaſon : And for all ſuch as cid 
preach, teach, uphold, maintain or defend any thing contrary to the 
five laſt Articles ſhould be adjudged as Fellons, and lole both lite and 
goods; as 1n the Caſe of Fellony. 

V/hen theſe Articles were in dcbate in the Parliament houſe, DoCtor 
Cranmer, in favour to the Profeſlors of the Truth, earneſtly diſputed 
in defence of the Truth againſt them ; but notwithſtanding all his 
oppoſition, the Att was paſt, 

By reaſon of theſe fix Articles a great Number were apprehended 
in Lo#4»9 and other Places, fo that all the priſons 1n- Loxdex were too 
little to hold chem, and many were impriſoned in Halls. 

Amongſt whom was one Fohn Pcy:er of London, whofor reading to 
people in a Bible, was ſent for by Benzer, and tharply reproved, 
Porter anſwered, he truſted he had no way offended contrary to the 
Law thereby , Bonner charged him for making expoſitions upon the 
Text, and for gathering Multitudes about him, this Porter denyed ; 
yet did Bonner ſend him to Newgate, where he was miſerably Loaden 
with Irons, both hands and legs, with a great Collor of Iron about 
his neck, whereby he was faftned to the Wall inthe Dungeon, after 
a while he ſent for a Kinſman of bis, who by bribing the Keeper, cb- 
tained,that he was put amongſt Thieves and Murtherers , but Porter 
hearing and ſeeing their Wickedneſs, exhorted them to amendment 
of life, giving them good inftrutiens , for this ke was complained 
of, and carried down into the loweſt Dungeon; where he was (0 


cruelly oppreſſed with Bolts and Irons, that within few daics after he 
was found dead. 


In the year 1544 One Robert Teſtword living at #indſor, being a 
favourer of the Lutherans, and ſeeing People licking and kiffing a 
white Alablaſter Image that ſtood behind the high Altar z at which 
his Zeal was fo Rtirred, that with a Key that he had in his hand be 


truck 
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ſtruck off the Images noſe , ſaying, ſee good People w hat it 15, 1e 
canaot help it ſelf; how then would you haveit help you : The noiſe 
hereof being ſpred abroad, one $/m97nds a Lawyer took up the Nole, 
and ſaid, one day it ſhould be a dear Noſe to Teſtwood. 

And further, upon a day whereon every one wes to carry a Relick 
in proceſſion, Te/twood, amongit others, had Beckers Rocker pro- 
ferred him, bur he puſht it from him, ſaying if they gave it him he 
would wipe his Tayle with it, 

Theſe doings ſo offended the Clergy, that they ſaid he was a Here- 
tick, and wou'd roaſt a Fa208t one day for this geer, but nutwithitanding 
their Threats he lived in quier rill the death of the Lord Crempell, 
anJ till winchefter had infinuared into the aftcCtions of the King, and 
wholly ruled ; at which time Teſtwood being ſick in bed, was fetched 
out and caft into Priſon, together with one Anthony Perſon, Tihn Mar- 
beck and Henry Filmer, and after a whil : they were all brought forth 
t5 [Judgment be foreDotor Caper E1 wp of Sals>wry and others « Tef- 
woods Indictment was, for that when the Prieſt lifted up the Saera- 
ment, he (aid, what wilt thou lif: it up ſu high? what yer higher ? 
take heed that thou let him not fall: As allo, that at ſuck times, 
when the Sacramont was lifted up, he uſed to look down on his Book, 
or another way, that he might not ſee the Sacrament; whereupon, ke 
ſaid, Whereon did heloek that marked me {0 well: Marry, quoth the 
Kings Attorney, hecould not be better Occupied, then to mark ſuch 
Hereticks. The Priloners being Condemned, they ({pent the greateſt 
part of rhe night {bcfore their Execntion) in prayer, that the Lord 
woald ſtrengthen them «nd enable them wita {tedfaſt Faith, and 
power, to go through their Exercile. 

Abuur this time there ro'ea great Perſecution in Calice in Fraxce, 
which was then under Eng/azads power, there was at one time twelve 
perlons Impriſoned for their Religion, but the Lord Cromwell ({ocal- 
Icd;heariag of it, wrete immediately ro the Commiſſioners in Callice, 
ia the Kings Name, requiring, that the Hereticks, with their Ac- 
cuſers, thould be ſent over into Exzlazd, forthwith, the Commilſio- 
ners loading thera with Chains, ſeat them over ; as ſoon 25 Cromwell 
heard they were arrived, he ſent for rheas to his Houle, and {mi- 
ling upo1 them, ſaid, Gs your ways to the Fleet, and Submit your 
ſelves Priſoners there, aud beof geod cheer ; for if God give me life, 
you ſhall ſhertly go home with as much houeſty, as ye came with ſhame. 
But ir pleaſed God that ſhortly after this Cromwe# was bekeeded , 
ſo that the poor men then had no hops but in the Providence of their 
Heavenly Father, who comforted them in their deep Troubles, that 
as their Aﬀittions abaunded, their joyes and cenlolations abound- 
cd muck morc, for when all hope was paſt, the Lord Aualey Chan- 
cellor of Englend, ſeat for them; and without any further ex- 
amination diicharged them of their Impriſonment. 

In the year 1541. The King ſent out a Commiſſion for apprehending 
of ſuch as offended againſt rhe ſix Arcicles, and when the Commiſſto- 
ners fate at Adercers-Chapple, being ſuch as were choſen on purpole, 

they enquired not only for fuch ne againſt the ſix Arcs, 
ut 
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but of ſuch as carne ſeldom to Church (as its called) and reccivetl 
not the holy Bread and. Water; fo that they indicted above five 
hundred perſons, moſt of which had either died in Priſon, or been 
burnt in S-thfield, but that the King (being informed by the Lord 
Audley, that they were indifted of malice) granted them his 
Pardon. 
About the ſame time one Richard Meekins, a boy of fifteen years 
old, was accuſed for ſpaking ſome words againſt the Sacrament of 
yy, ge” the Altar, and when the tuſt ]u:y woutdnot find the indictment 
256 inch Ret aginſt him, they were ſoundly ratled by the Biſhop of Loxdor, and 
old. © another Jury 1mpannellcd that found it, and ſo the poor Boy was: 
burnt in Smzrbfield. * | 
- Perſecuted By reaſon of the diligent preaching of Alam Damplip and one. 
as Callice. Wilham Smith at Caliice, the Devil railed up his Inftrumeors to Per- 
ſecute them, and others their Hearers, and Letters were wrote over 
to the Council in Ene/ard, ſuggeſting, that by the means of Damplip, 
they were infected with horrible Herefies and Errors, Perſyns acculed 
were Th:mes Broke, Ralph Hare, Fames Cock, and Fames Barber, 
who were lent for over and committed to Priſon at YYeftminſter, 
afterwards racy were brought before the Bifhops; grievous Let- 
ters were written againſt them from Caffice by their Adverſaries, 
ſo that if God had not preſerved them, they had all certainly Pe- 
rithed, | 
Qae of theſe, viz. Ralph Hare, though fo unlearged, that he could 
ſcarce read, yer was very zealous, and fo holy and inof-nſive in his 
life, chat none of his Adverſarics could accuſe him of evil ; he was 
chirged for ſpeaking agaialt Auricular Confeſſion, holy Bread, holy WW a- 
fer, as allo for thet he would not Swear, nor uſe any Pa/{ie, but uſed 
to be in a Corner by himſelf, looking on his Bovk, when others were 
at Liberty. Thus being charged, he (aid to the Commiſſioners, I 
take God to Witne(s, I would not willingly maintsia any Error 6r 
Hercſie ; w heretore I beleech you, let my Accuſers come before me 
face to face; forit they charge me with that I have ſpoken, I will 
not deny it; and if it be Truch TI will ſtand to it, if an Error, 1 will 
with all my heart forlake it ; I mean, if it be againft Gods holy 
Word, for, the Lord is my Witneſs, I daily pray to God that I may 
know the Truth, and (hun Errors, and I hope God will prelerve me 
from them. The Biſhop of wizcheſfter ſaid, 1perceive now thon art 4 
naughty Fellow: Alas, ſaid Hare what evil have I ſpoken? Biſhop re- 
piyed, Marry Sir, you ſaid, the Lord, the Lord, bo | that is Symbolam 
Hereticorym, what isthat ſaid Hare ? Thou art naught, thou «ri naught, 
Jaid the Biſhop, and further ſaid, pity thee, for 1think thou 8rt « £094 
fimple man,and meanſt well enough, if thou hadſt not had bad Schoul-maſters, 
and then Thonz.zs Brook was called for ; who was charged with ſediti- 
on, and that he had contributed towards maintaining Adam Damplip, 
and that he ſhould ſay, that what the Prieſt held up at Maſs was not 
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the Body of Chriſt ; Brook denyed the charge, and alter ſome debate 
was for that preſent dilgilied, 


The Suſering and Martyrdom of Anne Askew. 


Anne Askew being apprehended for her Religion, and examined be- 
fore one Chriſtopher Dare an Igquiſitor, who asked her, if ſhe did wor 
believe the Sacrament of the Altar tg be the reat Body of 'Chrifſt : Tothis . 
queſtion the refuſed to anſwer : Thea he told her that ſye wits accu ed 
for reading that Goa awe!lt uct in Temples made with hawds thereupun the 
jhewed him the 7 and 17, Ckaprers of the A-?s for it : Then he asked 
her, how ihs underſtood thole- texts, ſhe aniwered, that the would 
not eaſt Pearls before Swine ; Ther be charged her for ſaying tht jhe had 
rather read five lines in hey Bible, then herr a Majs,, the {ard, the rea- 
ſon was, becauſe one did greatly editic her, and the other did not; 
and after other queſtions askt her, he had her betore the Mayor of 
London ; The Mayor, after ſome dilcourle with her, ordred her to be 
had to Priſon ; ſhe askt, if Surcties would not ſerve turn, be ſa;d, he 
would take zone, but after ſome time the was| relealed from that im- 
priſonment ; but not long after was apprehended again and carricd 
before the Kings Council, where the Chancellor askt her, her Ov:- 
nin al out the Sacrament, ſhe ſaid, that (he belicved that fo oft as the 
T2ceived the Bread in remembrance of Chrtſts death, the received 
therewith rhe fruirs of his moſt glorious Paſfton , rhe Biſhop of 
Wincheſter bid her aalwer directly , ſhe anſwered, ſhe would nor 
ſfiag the Lords Song in a range Land ; The. Biinop told ber, ſhe ws 
s ”:riat : To which ſhereplied, that ihe vas willizg not only to re- 
ctiverebikes from him. but whatſoever ſhould follow beſides, and 
that glad!ly ; after much orher debate, the was 1mpriſoned until 
the next day « at which time, they asked her ag2in, what ſhe ſaid 
to the Sacrament, ſhe an{wered, that ſhe had ſaid what ſhe could 
WP: --- 

Then the Biſhop of #incheſter ſaid, be would ſpetk with ber familiarly, 
ſhe ſaid, fo did Judas when he unfrieadly betrayed Chriſt; Then ae- 
fired the Bifhep to ſpeak with her alonebut ine refuſed ; he asred boy why? 
the ſaid, thet in the Mouch of rwoor three Witneſies every matter 
mould Racd, after Chriſt and Pauls Dottrine, | 

Then the Chaxcefor began to examine her again of the Sacr iment ; ſhe Math. 18. 
azkt him, how long he would balt on both ſides; ther wonld be needs 2 Cor. 13. 
know wh:re ſhe found that, ſhe ſaid, 1n the Scripture ? then he went his 
way : Then the Biſhop told ber ſhe wonldbe burnt, ſheanſwered, that ; Kings 18- 
ſhe had ſ{carcked 311 the Scriptures, and could never End that either 
Chriſt or bis Apoftles put any Creature to death, and told them Gcd 
would laugh their threatings to ſcorn, 

After much other arguing, wherein ſhe anſwered them wiſcly and 
holily, they diſmiſſed her, a few dayes after ſhe was taken very ſick 
like to die, in which extremity of her ſickneſs they ſent her w New- 
Late, 


After a time ſhe was brought to her Tryal at G#i/d-ba//, where ſhe 
Was 
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was required to recant, or elſe ſhe was condemned by the Law for 
an Heretick , ſhe anſwered, ſhe was no Heretick, neither deſerved 
death by the Law of God z Thea they asked, if ſbe wonli deny the S4- 
crament tobe Chriſts Body and Blood ;, ſhe laid, yea They wiſhed ber 
ſbrive her ſelf to « Prieft, at which the ſmiled and ſaid, the would 
confeſs her faults to God, for ſhe was ſure he would bear ker with 
favour. 

Thea they would know of her whether the Bread in the Box were Cod or 
#o, {he ſaid, God is aSpirit and will bs worſhipped in Spirit and 
Truth z After {le was Condemned ſhe wret a few 1i-e5 to the King, 
to this effeft, 


I Anze Aikew of good memory, although God hath given me the 
Bread of Adverlity and the Water of Trouble, yet be 1c known that 
for aſmuch asI am by the Law condemancd as an Evil Doer ; here 1 
tike Heaven and Earth to record, that I ſhall die. in my Innccency, 
and as I (aid at firſt, I lay at laſt, I utterly abhor and deteſt all Here- 
fies, and concersipg the Supper of the Lord, I believe lo much us 
Chriſt kath ſaid therein, which he confirmed with his moſt bleſſed 
Blood, I believe ſo much as he willed me to follow, for I vill not for- 
ſake the Commandment of his holy Lips, but look what God hath 


charged me with his Mouth, that have I hu; up in my Heart, and 
thus briefly lend, 


Anne Ashkew, 


Shortly after ſhe was ſent from Neweate to the ſign of the Crown, 
where, ſhe4aid, one Ach and the Bithup of Loxaen, uſcd all their 
power by flattering words, to per{wade her from God, but they pre- 
vailed not with her; ons N chel.ss Shaxton Counilled her wrccant, 
as he hid doge , ſhe told him, it had been good tor him he had never 
been born z then Rich (cnt her to the Tower to be racked, where fir(t 
he and one of the Counce{ examined her, telling cf her, that the 
King was informed, that if ſhe would, ſhe could name a great num- 
ber of her Set, the an{werecd, that the King was as well deceived in 
that; as he was in other Matters. 

The manner of her Racking was thus, ſhe was firit lead down into 
a' Dungeon, where the Lievtenant of the Tower commended the 
Goalcr to pinch her with the Rack, which being done, ſo muchas 
he thought ſufficiant, he went about to take her, down but wriflley, 
the Chancellor, not contented that ſhe was looſed fo ſoon, confeſling 
nothing, but lay ſtill, and did got cry, commanued the Lievtenant to 
ſtrain her on the Rack again, which becauſe he denyed to do, ten- 
dering the weakneſs of the Woman, the Chancellor threatened him 
he would fignifie his diſobedicnce to the King ; Then &ch and the 
Chanceller took pains to Rack her themſelves, till ſhe was gear dead ; 
$Srſt asking her whether ſhe ws with Child; to whom ſhe anſwered, you 
all not need to ſpare for that, but do your wills upen rae, and fo 
wictly and paticatly praying unto the Lord, ſhe abode their Tyran- 
iy, til her Bones and Joynts were almoſt pluckt aſſunder , after ſhe 


was 
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was looſed from the Rack. (ne ſwooncd, but they recovered her again, 
and ſhe was carried away in a Chair to a houſe, and laid ina bed,with . 
weary: and painful Bones ; the Chancellor ſent her word, that if ſhe 
would leave her Opinion ſhe thould want fcr nothing, if ſhe would 
not, ſhe ſhould be forthwith ſeat to Newgate, and fo be burned ; 


ſhe = him word again, that ſhe would rather die then break her 
Faith. 


T he Prayer of Anne Askew before her Death. 


O Lord, 1 have more Enemies now, then 
there be Hairs on my Head, yet, Lord, let them 
never overcome me with vain words ; but fight 
thou, Lord, in my ſtead, for cn thee calt.l my 
Care ; with all the ſpite they can imagine they fall 
upon me, which am thy poor Creature , yet, Lord, 
let me notſet by them which are againſt me, for 
in thee is my whole delight; and Lord, j heartily 
deſire of thee, th:t thou wilt of thy moſt merciful 
Goodneſs forgive them that Violence which they 
do, and have done unto me ; open alſo thou their 
blind Hearts, that they may hereafter do thatthing 
inthy Sight which is only acceptable before thee, 


and to ſet torththy Truth aright, without all vain 
Fantaſie of ſinful men : So be 1t, O Lord, fo be it. 


The day of her Execution being appointed, ſhe was brought into 
Smithficld in a Chair, becauſe ſhe could not go on her feet by means 
of her great Torments ; when ſhe was brought to the ſtake, ſhe was 
ried by the middle with a Chain that held up her Body;and ſo encom- 
paſſed with the Flames of Fire, as a bleſſed Sacrifice unto God, ſhe re- 
Gzned u p her life, in the Year 1546. leaving behind her a ſingular ex- 
ample of Chriftian-Conftancy, tor all mea to follow ; there was at 
the ſame time three others burnt with her in Sir bfeeld. 

After the death of this Woman, the Pepiſh Clergy conſulted toge- 
ther, how they might further proceed to keep the Truth under and ' 
down, and to that end obtained another Proclamation, in the Kings 
name, for the aboliſhing the Scriptures in Ezglsſb, and all other Exe- 
liſþ Books, which might give a, light to the People, which _ 
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ſore work and eauled Perſecution for a time, but it was net long 
that it continued by reaſen of the Kings death, which was ſhortly 
after. | 

But before there be a full Concluſion of the TranſaQtions in this 
Kings reign, its neceſſary a ſhort Account be given of the riſe and 
fall of Thom « Cromwel , of whom mention is made before , eſpecially, 


ſeeing he was a man fo Zealous for Reformation of þoth Church and 
Coemmon-wealth, | 


He was born at Putney, his Father being a.Smith, as is before rela- 
ted, in his youthful dayes, it 1s ſaid, he had little regard to God and 
Religion, bur travelled beyond Seas, and for a. time was there a 
Souldier ; at lengrh getting the New Teſtament 1n Ezgish, by often 
reading in it he began to be rouched, and ſomething opened in his un» 
derſtanding, and coming into Exg/andagain, Cardinal woolſey enter- 
tained higmin his ſervice, where, after ſome years remaining, he was 
preferred to be Solicitor to the Cardinal. After the fall of Cardinal 
woolſey, he was by the Maſter of the Roles preferred to the King (who 
had then to do againſt the Pope) as a fit perton to be imployed by him, 
and being brought to the King at his Garden in weſtminſter, where 
he peſlcſled the King that his Authority was abuſed by the Clergy, 
and by being ſworn to the Pope they had run themſelves into a 
Premunire, and that now the King had an Opertunity to inrich hian- 
ſelf : To this the King gaveear, and liked well his advice, and admit- 
ed him into his ſervice, and ſcat him to the Convocation-houſe a- 
mong(t the Biſhops, where he made a Speech to this cfteR, thatin aſ- 
much as they had ſworn to the Pope, contrary to their Fealty due 
to the King, they had forfeired all their Goods, Chattcls, Lands, 
Poſſeſſions to the King, &ec, This amazed the Biſhops ar firſt, bur after 
a little pauſe, they —_— to thrink, and before they c »uld be quit of 
the Premunire, by Act of Parliament it coſt them to the King no 
leſs then One hundred eighteen thouſand eight hundred and torty 
pounds. | 

Afterthis Cyomwe! grew greatly in favour with the King, and was 
made one of his Privy Council, and Maſter of the Rolls, and after- 
wards Knight of the Garter, snd Earl of Efſex, and now being 
come into ſuch Authority, and ſceing the Superftition, Blindnels 
Hypocriſie and Idolatry of the Monks, and Fryars, and Papiſts, 
whoſe filthy ſtink did breath up a moſt peſtifergus fume, as Matthew 
Par is (aid in the like caſe of Rewe : Wherefore Cromwel, like a Cham- 
| rx0ng was raiſed up to root them up, which while the King favoured 

im, he proſccuted with cfteCt, as before is related; but when the 
Popiſh Buhops ſaw the Popes power aboliſhed out of Eaglend, they 
never gave over uſing all their uttmoſt Endeavours, and Po- 
_w_ Centrivances, till they had laid a Plaiſter ts his Wounded 
Head, | 

It would be toe long to recite what benefit this Crowwe! by his Pru- 
dence and Zeal wrought in a little time for the publick good, what 
good Orders he eſtabliſked, what Wickednels and Vices hg a 1 
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led, what Corruptisns he reformed, what Abules he brought to 
light, and Popith Idolatry and Images he {uppretied, (One called, 
The Rood of Grace) whercin a man ttoog incluled with a hundred 
Wyres within the Rod, to make the Image goggle its Eyes, nod 1ts 
Head, haxg the Lip, and move and thake his jaws, according to 
the value et the Gift offered; if it were aimall piece ot Silver, 
then would he hang a trowning Lip, if it were a plzce of Gold, 
then ſhould his Jaws go Merrily: Thus were pecr peoples Souls 
ieduced, and their pockets pickr by tkele Idulatrous Forgers, u..til 
Cromwel cauled the {aid [mage to be carricd publickly to Paxls, 
where the People tore it in pieces. 

He was a man not only Zcalous tor the publick Reformation, but 
allo always ready to help private perlons that were in dittreisz and 
though irs common amonglit mea that are raiſed trom low eſtate tv 
great place and outward preterment; to torget themlelves what 
they turmerly were, . and the perlons trom whom thcy received 
benefitsz It was not fo with him, tor in his Travels beyoud Sea, be- 
ing brought to a low condition, and being relieved by a Rich Mer- 
Chant in Flerezce, and cntcrtalned in his Houle, wh:in he was in 
great diſtreſs, and when he was minded to return to En2/azd, the 
Merchant gave him a Horie, Mcugey and Apparel, hich Crizevel rc- 
ceived with great thanktulucls, 

This Mcrchaat nor long atter (through great loſſes fell ro decay ; 
and having money owing him 1n Engiard, Came over to lee it he 
could get it, and arriving at Lonaon, not thinking of the kindaels 
he had thewed to Cromwel/; but as he was travelling the Streets, 
Cromwel, as he was riding along eſpied him, and knew him, and 
alizhted, and took notice of him, and of his former kindnels, ard 
inviied him ro Court , who coming there, after he had dined 
with him, he had the Merchant into a private Room. and paid him 
tully for all he had of him art Flerexce, and gave him ſufficicatly 
over, as a Recompence for his kindneis, and kept him in his Houle 
all the time of his remaining in Erzg/az#d, This is but one example 
of many that might be mentioned to ſhew this Crewe; Gratitude 
and Courtelie. 

His care and Zeal for the ſetling the Proteſtant R:ligion was that 
which brought him ro his end, for that, for the berter eſtaliſhing 
thereof he deviſed ro cffc&t a Marriage between the King and 
the Lady Anne of Cleeve, whoſe Siſter was Married to the Duke of 
Saxeny, a Proteſtant Prince, by which Marriage, it was ſuppoſed, 
there would be eftabliſhed a perpetuall Peace and Amity between 
this Kingdom and the Proteftant Princes of Germany, which would. 
much ſtreagthen the Proteſtant Party againſt the Tyranny and 
Oppreſhion of the Pope and his Adherents : But preſently after the 
Marriage, Stephen Gardzer, who had ſoon after crept into favour 
with the King (as is before related) ſuggefted to him (ore occaſions 
of diſtaſte againſt the Duke of S«xony, and ſome apprehedfions, of 
fear by reaſon of that Odium which he- had pulled upon himſelf, 
by rejetting the Pope, and demwliſhing Abbies and Monaſteries, 

| | whereby 
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whereby (as he told him) he had made the Pope the Emperour, the 
King of France, and the King of Scotland his Enemies ; but elpecial- 
ly his own SubjeAts, who were much diſtaſted with the Innovations 
in Religion, and that the only way to heal all, was to ſhew himſelf 
Sharp and ſevere againft the new SeQaries : This occaſioned the 
King to withdraw his favour from Cromwel', for being one day in the 
Council Chamber, he was ſuddainly apprehended and committed 
to the Tower of Loyden ; at the hearing whereof many good men 
were much troubled, the charge laid againſt him was, that he 
was a ſupporter of Hereticks, and a Spreader of their Books, 
and that he had cauſed to be tranſlated into Exg/iſb Books wrote a- 
gainſt the Sacrament of the Alter, and that he had ſpoke words a- 
gainſt the King ; but whatever he was accuſed of, he was ſoon after 
condemned in the Tower, without coming to his Anſwer, and was 
beheaded; his death the King ſhortly after bewailed, wiſhing ke had 
his Cremwel alive again; ſo that it appears it was more the malice 
of his Adverſary, that ftirred up the King againſt him, then any 
real cauſe by hm given or aCted that might juſtly occaſion his 
death. 


Ia this year viz. 15.45, one John Athee was indicted by the Kings 
writ for ſpeaking certain words againſt the Sacrament z That he 
would not believe in the thing that the Knave Prieſt made, neither in 
that which Longs wife ſcileth, but only in God which is in Heaven; 
and when it was told him, that God through his Word could make ir 
Fleſh anid Blood, he anſwered, fo he might if he would turn it into a 
- Chickens leg. 


Here followeth « Narative of a ſudden Fear and Surprizal that fell 
upon the Dottors end others it Mary's Steeple-bouſe im Ox- 
ford, by reaſon of 4 mans Crying Fire inthe 
Street, and what hypned thereupon. 


There being a Sermon to be preached in the aforeſaid Steeple-houſe 
at the Recantation of one Malory ; the Prieſt had no ſooner got into' 
che Pulpit, and Afalory come forth with his Faggot on his Shoulder, 
accompanied with agreat Congregation of people, but one inthe 
Street (ecing a Chimney on Fire, cryed out Fire, Fire, which ſo ala- 
rumed the People in the Steeple-houſe that the DoQor and Congre- 
gation were amazed, expeQing the Steeple-houſe had been on Fire, 
and at laſt they all generally concluded it was on Fire and that the 
Rereticks had ſect it on Fire, and with eagerneſs running on heaps to 
get forth, they raiſed ſuch a duſt, that it ſeemed like Smoak of Fire, 
and thruſting many together to get out, they ſtopt up the Doors, that 
few could paſs ; and thus being afrighted, as it great Danger or 
preſent Death were at hand, did they crowd one upon another ; the' 
Heretick throwing down his Fagget, and ſhifting as well as he could 
among the reſt, the DoCtor that was preaching bis Recantazion, cry- 
ed out, Lord heve Mercy wow me, thi s the Heretickr doings : —_ 
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the reſt a Monk, one of the Auditors, fearing the Danger, and ice- 
ing the way toeſcape ſtopt ; he got up to a Windsw and breaking the 
glaſs thruſt hiaſelf part thorow, but there ſtuck, and could get no 
turther, neither in nor out ; a Boy alſo endeayouring to eſcap= got 
upon the Door, and jumping down, jumpt into a Monks Cowle, 
as it hung at his Back, the Monk hearing one in his Cowle, cryed 
out, Who « that at my Back © The Boy cryed, 1 as Bertrams Boy : ho 
«rt they, (aid the Monk ? 1 am: Bertrams Boyz grod Maſter let me yo ? 
and with that the Cowle begin to crak, the Monk took him our, and 
the Boy ran away : S»me lot their Clothes in the throng, and ſome 
their Money in this S$urprizal and Fright at the noiſe of a Fire that 
did chem no hurc, 

About this time one Sr, Georze B/22uc of the Kings Privy-Chamber 
was fallly accuſed for (perking againſt ihe Mats z whereupon #r/y 
the L»rd Chancellor ſent hiin to Neweare, and the next day he was 
arraigned and Condemned at Gril{-Ha/!, and within a day or two at- 
ter ſhould have been burnt in Smithfi-/d , but ſome of the privy- 
Chamber making luit to the King on his behalf, che King was much 
otfended that they ſhould come lo neer him as his Privy-Chamber 
without his knowledge and Conlent, {ent for the Chancellor, and 
commanded him preſently to draw up his Pardon himſelf, whereby 
he was (et at liberty : George Blaze afterwards coming into the Kings 
Preſence, the King faid to him, Oh, my Pig ! (for ſo he uſed to call 
him) res, ſaid he, if your Majeſty kad not been better to me then your 
Biſhops were, your Pig hid been roaſted Lefore this time, 


Th: Troubles of the Queen Katherine Parr, for ſhowing fa- 
wvour tothe Profeſſors of the Truth, and how the Lord 
mad: way for her Delrverance, 


A'out this tine the King coming from Bullejn, information was 
given him, that the Queen, Katherine Parr, was much given to 
reading the Scriptures, and entertained divers godly perſons in cenfe- 
rence abour ſpiritual Matters: Art firſt the King fezined to like well of 


f 


ic, which made her the more bold ſometimes freely to debatewith the Her Coug- 
King abour Religion, often beſeeching him, That as he had to the cil to the 


olory of God and his own Eternal Fame began a good work 1n baniſh- Ing. 


ing the Popss ſupremacy. that he would perfett what he had begun, 
and thorowly to cleanle away the dregs of Popery, whereof much re- 
mained yet behind. The King though he was growa very teaſty and 
froward, yet out of bis {iogular AﬀcRion to her, was cantei1t to bear 
with her ; for never did Maid more (eek to pleaſe her Miſtriſs then 
ſhe did withal painful endeavour apply her ſelf by all virtuous means 
in all things, to pleaſe his Humor. She was a Woman very beaut1- 
ful, virtuous and of a comely perſonage, which greatly delighted 


the King : But ſome ſubtil and malicious Inſtruments of Satan, fear- Popih gyþ. 


ing what might be the Iflue of it, ſought by all means to ſet the King rilty, 


a zainſt her; theſe were the Biſhop of wincheffer, wriſly the Chan- 
cellor, and others of the Council and Privy-Chamber , hoping 


T that 


A 


71 


—_—_. 


al. AM. 
wy 


Perſecuted by the Papilts after the time 


that if they could but take away her, that was ſuch an Encou- 
rager of the Profeſſors of the Truth, they might ſaon deſtroy the 
relt, 

The King growing fickly agd froward left off his accuſtomed man- 
ner of viſiting the Queen), and therefore ſhe took all oppertuaities to 
vilit him, and did earneftly folicite him to be Zealous in the Reforma- 
tion of the Church ; Wrnchefter being preſent at one time.and percei- 
ving the King not to be very well pleaſed with her ; when the was 
gone he malicioully endeavoured to ſtir up the Kings Indignation a- 
gainſt her, poſlefſing the King, That nuder his Favour, be with others 
of the Council, conld in « ſhort time diſcls/e (nch Treaſcn cloaked with the 
wail of Hereſie, that his Majeſty ſh\uld eaſily perceive how dingerom it 
w.zs to nouriſh ſuch a Serpent in his Boſſow ; tis lo ſtirred up the King 
that he gave them leave to draw up Articles apgainft her, and 
thus far they got their end , the next thing was, to fuborn V/itnelics 
ro betray and accule her, and to find out what Books the had in 7 
Cloſets that were forbidden by Law, and to ſearch her Cloſets, rd 
to apprehend the Queen, aud ſend her by Barge to the Tower, The 
King being made privy to this deviſe by w:1n:hefler and Wrifly, he 
policickly ſeemed to approve it, that he might ſee how far the malice 
of the Biſhop would carry him; and thus the Day, Time and place 
for che Apprehending the Queen, and ſome about hex was conclu- 
ded of. 

The King at this time lay at #hte-ha, and by reaſon cf his dil- 
remper [cldem ſtirred abroad, ard the time approaching for the ap- 
prehenſion of the Queen ; the ſuſpetted nothing of it, and therefore 
uſcd after her accuſtomed manner, when ſhe came to the King, ſti!] 
to deal with him about Religion, as formerly the had done ; but one 
night after the had taken her Leave of him, the King imparted th: 
whole defign to Dotror YYVerdy, enjoyning him not to ſpake of it ro 
any Creature; but by Providence thele Articles draw n vpagainit 
her,& ſigned by the King. fell from of the Bolom one of thete Covr.- 
cellors, and was immediately carried to the Queen, who readirg 
the Articles, knowing the Kings hand was ſupprifed with ſuch a 
ſudden fear, that ſhe made pitious Mean and Lamentation; Yhe 
King hearing that ſhe was 1n peril of her Life, ſent his Phyſicians to 
her, and Doctor YYenady knowing the cauſe better then. the other, 
began ſecretly to break with her abont the Articles, tilliog ber, that 
he knew well of them, though he ſtood in danger of his Life by 
rexealing of them, yet to quiet his Conſcience he could not but give 
ker Warning of them, inutreating her ſomewhat to conform her 
ſelf to the Kings mind, not doubting but that by her humble ſyb- 
miſſion, the ſhould find him favourable to her ; ſhortly after the King 
hearing of her danggrous Condition went to her, to him there- 
fore ſhe uttered her Greif, fearizy, as ſhe ſaid, /eſt he had taken af 
pleaſure azainfl her. Vihereupon he like a loving Husband wit 
ſweet and comfortable Words ſomewhat eaſed her perplexed Mind, ſo 
that the began to recover ; the King being departed ſhe cauſed all her 
Books which the Law was againſt ts be conveyed away, and taking 
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a tic ſeaſon in an Evening, {he went to viſit the King, who was con- 
fering with ſome of his B:d-Chamber. When he fxaw her, hein- 
tertained her Courtcoully, and began to Commaue with her a- 
bout Religion,ſeeming defirous to be reſolved by the Queen of certain 
doubts which he propoled to hzr ; ſhe perceiving his drift, with 
inild and reverend-Conutenance anf{wered him thus. Yowr Majeſty 
knows right well, netther am I irnorant what weatneſs attends our Sex, 
ani therefore we are inferiour and Subject to man, our Head, whence 
all our aire-tions muſt proceed; God hath muce man in bs own Likene(s, 
endurd him with mire exellent Gifts, &:, But he hath made Womun of 
Aſia, by whom ſhe 1s to be governed ani airedted: ſeting therefore that 
God hath appointed ſach 4 Natural Difference, and you being of ſo excellent. 
Wiſdom ;, andl apwrfily VYimimn, ſomich' n feriou t» you, why ſhuld 
your Majeſty propoſe ſuch d'ffi.ult Caſes to me ? yea, wh:n Ihive ſaid what 
[ can, I muſt and will refer my ſelf unto your wiſd.m, 44 my Supreans 
H al un ier G51, by whom I miſt be dreit:d, This that ihe decla- 
red, and other di'courle thit paiſ:d bet vezn them at that time, fo 
plealed rhe King, thit he th-wed great favour unto her, as hereto- 
tyre he had done, Her Adverſarics knew nothing ct this, and there- 
fare were providing for her Apprehenſion, which was to be next 
diy, at which time they intended to carry her to the Tower; the 
Þay, and almoſt the Hour being come, the King 1itending to take 
the Air, went into the Garden, whither the Queen allo went to him, 
Hdeing ſent for by him, where the King being merrily diſpoſed with 
her, on a {udden, in the midd(t of che mirth in came YY/ri/y the 
Chaacell r, with forty of the Kings Gaard at his heels, whom the 
King ſternly b:holdiag, went ro him, and upon private conference 
rog2ther, the King called hin Kneve, Arrext Beaſt, and Fool, Witha] 
commundcing him out of his -Preſence, The King after his depar- 
ture returned ty the Queen, who perceiving him to be much chafed, 
with Sweet words ende ivoured ro qualifie his diſpleaſure, ſaying, 
thut though ſhe knew not whit might be the cauſe, he wa Offenaed, but 
defiredh'm, if it webe not hainos; that for her ſake he would paſs it by, 
4 poor Sogl, (aid the King, /ittle doſf thou know how ill be deſerves 
this Grace at thy hands, ez my word, $veet Heart, he hath been t:waras thee 
an Arrart Knave, and ſo let him po. 

And thus the Queen through Gods Providence, and the Kings Fa- 
vour eſcaped the Hands of her bloody Perlecutors, who {ought to 


have deſtroyed ber, 


Perſecuted in Scotland. 


la the year 1534- the Arch-Biſhop of Andriws convented befors 
him Devid Strattex and one Norman Gonrlay, the firft of theſe having 
a Fiſhzr-boat that went to Sea,the Biſhop of Merry demanded Tythe- 
Fiſh of him z; to whom he anſwered, That ifthey would have Tythe 
of that which his Servants caught in the Sea, they ſhould take it in 
the Placc, where it was caught, and ſo cauſed his Servants to throw 
the tenth Fiſh into the Sca again. Allthis while he had gotbing in 
ant 
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him for Religion ; But when hereupen ke was ſummoned to anſwer 
for Hereſie, it troubled hima exceedingly, and then he began to fre- 
quent the company of ſuch as were godly, and here appeared a 
Wonderful change in him, ſo that, whereas before ke deſpiſed the 
Scriptures, now all his delight was in hearing them read to kim, and 
he became a vehcment Exhorter of all men to peace and concord, and 
contempt of the World; he much frequented the company of the 
Laird of Dun Ariskin, whom God 1n theſe dayes had marvelouſly 
illuminated, and hearing that Text read (for he could not read him- 
felf) He that denyeth me before men, or u aſhamed of me in the midſt of 


this wicked Generation, 1will deny him (efore my Father and holy Angels ; 


at thoſe wores, being ſuddenly as one revived, he fell upon his Knees, 
and ſtedfaſtly lifting up his Eyes and Hanes, at length he burft out 
into theſe words, O Lord 1 have been wicked, and juſtly mayſt thou with- 
draw thy Grace from me ;, But, Lord, for thy Mercies ſake, let me never 
deny thee nor thy Truth, for fear of Death or any Corporal Pain, (oon 
after Norman and he were brought to Judgment to Holy Rood hos'e, 
the King himſclf being preſent, much mcans was uſed to draw this 
David Stratiop to make a Recantation; but he perſevercd in his conftan- 
cy, ftilldenying that he had offended, and ſo they were both coadem- 
ned to the Fire, and after dinner they were both firſt hanged and 
then burnt. | 

Not long after the burning of theſetwe,there was one Thomzs Forres 
a Dean, who uſcd to preach every firft day to his Pariſhoners the 
Epiſtles and Goſpels, this was counted a great Novelty in thoſe time , 
for none uſed to preach burthe Fryers, and therefore they envying 
kim, accuſed him to the Biſhop of Duxke/der for an Heretick, and,one 
that rerad the Myfterics of Scriptures to the vulgar People, the Bi- 
ſhop inſtigated by the complaint of the Fryers called the ſaid Thom. 
Forret betore him, to whom he taid, My jey, Dear Themas, 11love 


you well, and therefore 1 muſt give you Council how $0 govern your ſelf , 


The Dean thanked him, and then he proceeded, My joy,Dean Thomas, 
1 am informed that you preach the Epiſtles and Goſpely every Sundgy to your 
People, and that you tate not your Duts from them, which is very prejudi- 
cial to the Church-men, and that therefore my jvy, Dean Thomas, 1 would 
have y(ut tate your Dues, or ele its too much to preach every Suwaay ; for 
by ſe doing you make the People think, that we ſhould do ſo alſo, 

Themes anſwered, My Lore, I preſume none of my Pariſhoners 
complain for my not taking my Dues, and whereas you ſay, its tos 
much to preach every Sunday ; Ithink it is too little; and wiſh that 
your Lordſhip would do the like. 

Nay, nay, Dean Fhomas, ſaid the Biſhop, /et that be, for we are not 
ordained to preach ; and Dean Thomas, go your wayes, and let all theſe 
Fawcies bes, for if you perſiſt herein, you will repent you, when it is too 
late. 

I truft, ſaid tkeDean, my cauſe is gocd and juſt in the preſcnce of 
God, and thereforel care not what follows thereupon ; and ſo went 
away, but ſhortly after he was ſummoned to appear before the Car- 

dinal, 
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dinal, by whom he was condemned and burned for a chief Heretick, 
and Teacher of Hereſic. | 

But, notwithftanding their bloody Tyranny,the Knowledge of God 
did Wonderfully encrea(e in this Country, partly by reading, and 
partly by brotherly Conference, which in thoſe dangerous dayes were 
much uſed, to the Comfort of many, which ſo enraged the Popsſb 
Party, that in the year 1538, there were burned in one Fire 3.6 
Perſons, | | | 

The year after Jeremy Ruſſel and Alexandey Kenedy were appre- 
hended and brought before the Biſhop, the ſaid Feremy being a man 
of a meek and quiet Nature; A/exander was a young man about eight- 
tcen years old, Alexander at firſt was faiat, and would fain have re- 
canted, but when all place of Repenrance was denyed him, the 
Spirit of God began toretreth him, yea, the inward Comfort began 
to burſt forth as well 1a his Viſlage as in his words, and he cryed 
in prayer to Gud, Oh Eternal Ged, how Wounderful is thy Love and 
Alcrcy, who hift made me to feel Heavenly Comfort, which takeſt, from 
me that ungodly fear, which before I wes oppreſſed with ,, now 1 atfie death , 
as with me what you pleaſe, 1 praiſe God 1 am ready. Then did they 
rail upon him and Fer:my, who allo ſaid unto them, This 1s your 
hour and power of darkneſs: Now fit ye as Judges, and ws ſtand 
wrongfully Accuſed, and more wrongfully to be Condemned ; 
bit the day will come when our Innocency will appear, and ye (hall 
{ce your own blindneſs to your Everlaſting Confuſion: Ge forward ,8& 
fulfill the meaſure of your Iniquity. Shortly aft'r th'y were Candem- 
ned to die,& as they went to Execution Feremy ———_— Alexander, 
ſaying ro him, Brother, fear not,greater is he thac that js 1a us, rhen he 
thitis inthe World, the pain that we are to (uffer 1s ſhort, and (hall 
be light, but our Joy and Conſolation ſhall never have end: Left 
us therefore ftrive to cater into our Maſter and Saviours Joy by the 
{2zme Strait Way which he hath taken before us ; Death eanror hurt 
us, fer it is already deſtroyel by him, for whofe Sake we now Suf- 
fer, And thus they conſtantly contigued fſtedfaſt in the Flaming 
Fire till they finiſhed gheir Courſe by Death. 

In the year 1543. George Wiſebeart a rain of a Courteous, Modeft 
and Tempcrate Behaviour, fearing God and hating Covetouinels, 
very charitable and moderate in his Apparel and Diet, agd for his 
Innocency was 2 man well beloved; he was accuſed on feverai Ar- 
ticles by the Biſhops, and afterwards Condemaecd by them as an Hce- 
retick to be burnt; when he came to the fire ke faid, Father of Hea- 
ven, 1commend my Spirit into thy bily Nends ; and then turned him tg 
the Pcople,and ſatd theſe Words, I beſeech you Chriſtian Brethren and 
Siſters, that you be not offended in the Word of God for the affli- 
Qtien and Torments which you ſee already prepared for me ; but I 
Exhort you, that you Lovethe Word of God, and fuffer paticatly, 
and with a comfortable heart for the Words ſake, which is your ua- 
doubted Salvation and Eyerlaſting Comfort. | 

. Woreover I pray you, fkew my Brethren and Siſters, which have 
\keard me oft before, that they ceaſe 2” nor leave off the Word of 


God 
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God which I taught unto them, afterthe Grace given to me, fer any 
Perſecutions or Troubles in this World, which lafts not ; and ſhew 
unto them, that my DoQrine was no 0/d wives Fable, after the Con- 
ſtitution made by men 3- and if I had taught mens DoEtrine, I had 
gotten great thanks of men, bur for the Word and true Goſpels 
ſake 1 ſuffer this day by men, not ſorowfully , but with a glad 
Heart and Mind ; for this cauſe I was ſent, that I ſhould Suffer this 
Fire for Chriſts Sake, this grim Fire I fear not, and {oI pray you 
to do, if that any Perlecutiog come unto you for the Word's ſake ; 
and fear mot them that Kill the Body, and afterwards have no power 
to Kill the Soul. 

Then he prayed for them which accuſed him, ſaying, I beſeech 
thee, Father of Heaven, to forgive them that have through Ignor- 
ance, Or an evil Mind, forged Lyes againſt me; I forgive them 
with all my heart, and I beſcech Chrift to forgive them who have 
Condemned meto death this day ignorantly. So being fir Hanged, 
he was then burnt, many People bewailing his death. 

VVabter Mille, among(t the reſt of the Martyrs of Scotland, his Con- 
ſtancy is not to be paft oycr with ſiience, out of whole Athes Sprung 
thoulards of his Religion in Scotland, many Articles were drawn up 
againſt him, for which he had ſentance pronounced againſt him, thar 
he ſhould be delivered to the Temporal Judge, and puniſht as an 
Heretick, which was to be burnt. 

Now when all things were ready for his death, agd he conveyed 
with Armed men to the Fire, Azarow Olifant Judge,that paſt ſentence 
wpon him, bad him Go to the Stake , he laid, Nay, except thou pull me 
up with thy hand, for 1 am forbidden by the Law of Goa, ws lay hangs of my 
{elf then Olifant put him up with his hand, thereupon he went glad- 
ly, ſaying, will ge to the Altar of God, and deſircd that he might have 
tins to ſpeak ro the People, which his Executioner denyed, ſaying, 
\ That he had ſpoken vver-much, and that the Biſhops were #Jended that the 
matter was ſo long continued, but {ome young men that itood by de- 
fired him to ſpeak what he plealed ; fo. after he had prayed, he roſe 
up, and ſtanding upon the Coles, faid on this wile. 

Dear Friends, the Cauſe why 1 [uffer this day. 1s not for any Crimg laid 
to my Charze but only for the defence of the Faith of Chriſt Feſw, for which, 
as the faithful Martyrs have heretofore gladly offered themſelyes, being 
aſſured, after the Death of their Bodies, of Eternal Felicity ;, ſo this day 1 
praiſe God, that he hath called me of his Mercy, among the reſt of his Ser- 
wants, to ſeal his Truth with my Lyfe ; which as I received it of hizs, fo 
willingly 1 offer it to his Glory : Therefore as you will eſcape the eternal death, 
be ne more ſeduced by the Lyes of Prieſts, Monks axi Bifbops, aud the 
reſt of the Sect of Antichriſt, but depend oxly upon Feſws Cbrift, and hjs 
Aercy, that you may be delivered from Condemmation, 

All that while there was great Meurning and Lamentation of the 
mulxitude, for they perceiving his Patience, Stoutneſs, 'Boldnels, 
and Conftancy, were not only movedand ſtirred up, but theig hearts 
alſo were ſo inflamed, that he was the laft Martyr that died in Scor- 
land for Religion; after his prayer he was hoiſed up on the _ and 
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being in the Fire, ke ſaid, Lord have Mercy on me ;, pray People while 
there is time, and ſo he conflantly departed, ; 


The Per [ecutions in the Reign of Edward th: ftxth, 


Henry the Eighth being dead, Edward the ſixth ſucceeded him at 
the Age of nine years; he was a Youth of a meek nature and dilpo: 
fition, much inclined to Clemzncy and Mzrey, yea, ſo much, that 
when one Fo4x Butcher being condemned to be burnt fur Her-(ie, all 
the Council could got move him to (et his hand, ſaying to Cranmer, 
hat, wifi you ſend her quick to the Devil in her Error ? DUE Cranmer 
perſwaded him, with much ado at laſt to put his hand, to whom he 
laid, He would lay al the charge thereof upous Cragmer 4s before the 
Lord, 

But though this King was of ſo mild a Nature, and a Perſon incli- 
ning to love Religion trom a Child, being very Zealous for a further 
Returmation in the Church, abolitning the Mals, &c, and a ProteQor 
being appointed during his Noaage, which was his uncle the Duke 
of Somerſet, a mn allovery Zealous tor Reformation, and an Encou. 
Tager of ſuch as proieſt theGoſpel ; but in the midft of theſe meek and 
zentle times, on the other hand, the Popiſh party having a great power 
1a the Kingdom. u{ed all the Means and tEndeavours to ſtir up Perſecu- 
tion, and t9 hinder that good they found the King and his Uncle in- 
clinable to,yet che moſt of this Kings Reign, which was but ſhort, the 
Sword was taken out of ther hands, fo that they had not power to 
thed much Blood all his Reign ; yet ſome there were that ſuffered for 
Religion, vis. Fox of Keat,an Enzliſh woman, and one George a Dutch- 
11, and one Thos 's Dobb, who was apprehended for (peaking agaiaft 
the Idolatry of the Mals, and committcd co Priſon, where he dicd. 


The cau/e of the Imtr;ſonment of Thomas Dobb was 2s followeth, 


The (aid Thomas Pobb being a Man fervent and zealous for Religion, 
and as it 13 recorded of him, a man ſo Innoceat, that he was like a 
Dove, without any Gall or Bitterne(s, and more apt to receive In- 
jury then da wrong to wy one: It happened, that as he was paſſing by 
Pauls in London, (ecing the Prieſt at Maſs, being at the Elevation as 
he paſed by, the young man filled with godly Zeal, pitying the = 


raace and [dylatry of rhe Pcople in honouring that ſo devourly whick . 


the Pricſt lifted up, was not able to forbear, but opened his Muuth, 

and turning t9 the People,exhorted them, teftifying againſt rhetr Ido- 
latry, for which cauſe he was preſently apprekended by the Mayor, 

agd being acculcd by the Biſhop of Canterbury, was Committed to the 

Counter inZreaftreet, where falling ſick he ſoon after dicd. 


 Tatkis Kings time there was alſo one Fohn Hume, a (ervant to one 
Lewnax, accuſed by his Maſter, of denying the Secrament of the Altar 
ro be the real Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt : And for ſaying, That he would 
never vail þ's Bonnet to it, if he burnt therefore : And for ſaying, That 
| F | 
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if he heard Maſs he ſbenld be damned. For theic things he was accuſed 
of his Maſter and Miftreſs, and ſent up by them to the Biſhop of Com- 
terbury, with Letters, deſiring that he might be ſeverely puruſhed for 
the ſame, but no mention is made of his Execution, ard (@ that may 
be paſt by,and return may be to give a ſhort account of the Retormati- - 
on 18 this Kings time, and how far it extended. | 

Injuntiens were fet out in his time, viz, that Bibles 1n Ene- 
lifþ ſhould be placed in ſome convenient place in the Church vo 
called) that the People might read in them when they pleaſed, 
and rather be furthered to read thern, then hindred by the Pricſts or 
Curates. x . 

And the Prieſts or Curates ſhould not at any time haunt Taverns or 
Ale-houſes, neither ſpend their timc Idly in unlawful Games, bur 
ſhould give themſelves to read and hearthe Scriptures read, andevery 
Benificed-Preacher to preach twige a year, and that all Monuments of 
Idolatry in Churches (ſo called) and Houles, and Window's ſhould be 
taken away, and that Homilies ſhould be read every Sunday. 

Ke took away and abrogated all Acts made by former Kings for re- 
formation of Hereticks and Lollerds, and the Att of the ix Articles, 
and all Afts publiſhed prohibiting the ſpeading the Scriptures in 
Exoliſh. 

Fil ite ſent out a Letter to the Arch-Biſhop,ſfigned by the Council, 
to aboliſh Images, and that the Alrars ſhould be taken down,and a Ta- 
ble ſet up inſtead thereof. h 

Though this may be acountcd bnt a little Reformation to what is 
ſince, yet it ſo troubled the Popiſh Adverſaries, that they ſought all the 
wayes and means they could to hinder its further proceeding and 
growth, and would not be {atisfed untill they had found out a way 
to anſwer their Wicked purpoſes. And now the old Adverſary of 
all good put it in the Heads of the Popih Party, to charge the Duke 
of Somerſer, the Kings Vnclc and Protector of his Perion, arg the 
Realm, as that he was the occaſion ct all the Sedition that had hap- 
pened in the Realm, &c. | 

And though he was in a high ſtate, yet that could not, nor did 
not preſerve kimzand indeed it 1s a vain thing for man to put Truſt or 
Confidence upon the brickle Pillars of Worldly Proſperity, how 
high ſoever it ſeemeth, conſidering that where vertue is moſt prefeQ, 
it is there moſt envied by Wicked men, asin the Example of this 
Duke appears. 

This Edward Seymour Duke of Somerſet being ProteQtor, had a 
Brother who was high Admiral of Eng/ad; theſe two Brethren, ſo 
long as they were knit aud joyned together in Loye and Concord, 
preſerved themſelves, the King and whole Common-Wealth, from 
the Vielenee and Fear of Danger of all their Adverſaries: But 
the old Subril Serpent alwayes envying mans felicity, through 
Slanderops Tongues ſought to ſow matter, firſt of diſcord between 
them, then of Suſpition, and laſt of all of Extream Hatred, ipſo- 
much that the ProteQor ſuffered his Brother, being accuſed (wheryher 
trueor falſe, the Lord knoweth) tobe Condemped, and to loſs bis 


Head 
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ad whereby it came to pals that not long after he himſelf was 
over-matched by his Adverſaries, and overthrown by them, and 
being caſt into the Tower, ar laſt loſt his Head allo, tv the great 
Lamentation of many good men, and fo the fall ot one Brother 
was the Ruin of the other ;* for ic was not long after the Admiral 
was beheaded but that Inſfurrettions began in ſeveral parts of the 
Kingdom', but after they were ſubdued, ſeveral of the Lords aſ- 
lembvled at Baynards Caſtle, and at the Mayor of Londons Houle, 
and had great Conſulrations agunſt the Protetor, who was then 
with the King at Hempron Courr, which the King hearing of, ſent 
the Secretary to them with a Meſlage,to which they made no an(wer, 
and not [»ng afrer publithed a Proclamation in the City againit the 
Protector, charging him with divers Crimzs, as that he thould be 
rhe chief O-caſi n ofall the Sedirion thur had of latz happened in the 
Kingdom and rhat he did what ig him [iy to cauſe Variance between 
the King and the Nobles, and d-fired the City to aid them ; the 
Ning allo ſeat che Mayor and City a Letrer, requiring aid likewiſe, 
This made the Mayor and Citizens 12 a (trait. ſome being tor help- 
ing the King, and ſome on the other {iJe, for helping the Lords, 
and 2gaiaſt rhe ProteQtor, the Recorder preſt the Citizens to aſtiſt the 
Lords ag inſt the Protector, who, he ſaid, h44 abx/e4 the King and 
th: while &:almynd preft the Common Council tor aa Anſwer, 8nd 
that rhey would declare what they would do; but they were filear 
in the matter until one Ge rge S:ad/ow (tood up and told them, 17 is 
2404 to conſtirr of. thimss peſt, ta avoid dangers ty things to c ome, and 
raen related to them, what 1incouventcaces & damage befel the Citi- 
7ens in aſſiſting the Birons in their Wars againft King Henry the thirg: 
In concluſion the Lords heariag what paſt in theCity,afiembled in the 
Star- Chamber next day, & ſent a Meſſenger to the King to Y/indfor, 
who ('> ordered his matter with the King, that the ProteQor was 
apprchended, and thortly afcer was had tothe Tower 11 Loxaon, and 
there was charged with teveral Articles, and « terrible Proclamation 
put out againſt him, but through the Kings Love and labourinz 
in his b:zhalf, he was ſhortly after let out of the Tower, and the 
Proclamation called in again; afrer which trouble he continu- 
ed two years at Liberty, though not reſtored to his former 
Office. 

Bat afrer this reſpite,he was again apprehended and committed to 
the Tower,from whence he was 1n a (hert time after coavey'd through 
the City, (with the Tower-Ax carried before him,) to YYVeftminſter, 
and there tryed by the Peers, where ina quiet, patient and Sutfer- 
ing Spirit, he Modeſtly Bekaved himſelf, ſhewing himſclf an Ex- 
ample of Meckneſs, yea, wiſely replying to the Articles, object- 
ed againſt him, and was at laft cleared of the Treaſon laid to his 
charge, which the People underſtanding, were greatly rejoyced at ; 
but his Adverſaries quickly found out another Snare ; for they 
charged him with Felony, for intending and purpoſing the death 
of the Earl of Northumberland, which was by them adjudged Felony 
according to x Law, wherein it was enaQted, That it ſhould be day - 
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for any Subject to ſeek or procure the death of aw Pevy Conncillor Z and 
being conderaned he was again conveyed to the Tower, and ſhortly 
after from thence was had to the place of Executuun, where ncither 
his Voice nor Countenance changed, but aiter his uſual manner he 
ſpake te the people to this eff:Q. Dearly beloved Friends, 1 am brought 
hither tro ſuffer death, though 1 never offended the King neither in Word nor 
Deed, and have been always as faithful and true to this Realns 45 any man 
hath been: And after other words, he laid, mrcower, Dearly beloved 
Friends, there # yet ſomewhat that I muſt put you in mindef, as towching 
Chriftian Religion, which ſolong as In. 14 Auth.rity Talwayes diligently 
furthered to my power, neither ao | repent me of my aoin)s, but rejoyce 
therein, ſeeing the flate of Chriſtian Religi m cometh nearey to the crdey 
of the Prin#iive Church, which thing Tejteems as agreat benefit piven of 
God both unto you and me, moſt heartily exhorting you «ll, th:t thy which is 
moſt purely ſet forth unto you, you will yith the like thankſu/ne(s imbrace 
and accept of, and ſbew forth the ſame in your living, whith thirg if you 
d) net, without doubt greater miſchief and Calamity will fiiow, Arid af- 
ter other Good exhortations to the people he Kneeled &wn, wichout 
ſhewing any token of Trouble or Fear, but like a meck Lambr.ceived 
the Stroak of Death. 

As touching his diſpoſition and Converſation whilR alive, (as it is 
written of him) it could not be ſufficiesgly commended according to 
his worth, being a man of ſo meck and gentle a nature, as 15 rare to be 
found in ſo high an eſtate;he was alwayes ready to give ear to the com- 
Plaints of the Poor, and very attentive unto the Afﬀairs of che Cum- 
mon Wealth, he was a man ignorant of all Craft aud D:-ceit, and 
as void of Pride and Ambition, as he was frum duing 1nury, being 
indeed void of both ; he was of a gentle Diipoſation, mere apt and 
ready to be deceived, then to decerve, and lait of all, he was a man 
Zealous for the Religion and Truth, lo far as it appcarcd, aud was 
broken forth in that day , and in all likelyhood he had becn 2 good 
Inſtrument in the work of Refornmtion, had not this df: rence be- 
tween the Lords and him happened, which puta period to his d1yes, 
for ſolong as they agreed, and that there was Concord amuiig them, 
the two great perſccuting Bithops wincheſter and Boner were ke pt- 
under, and their power was but little, which afterwards upori lecing 
the great diviſion amongſt the Nobles they then again began to have 
hopes they ſhould have another Day and Time,further to execute their 
preſecuting power, which ſoon atcer chen had, for the next year af- 
ter the death of the Duke of Somer/e2 the King dicd, and Queen Mary 
.reigned next, and of the bloody work that was gade in her Reign 
a Relation will hercia be given in its place. 


_—_ 


a 7 of the Apoſtacy from the Truth. 


— Ee ee nnn—_ 


A Relation of the Lamentable Suffering of William Gardner 4; 


Englith Merchazt in PortusF, for hu Teſtimony 
to the Truth againſt Popith 1dolatry.. 


William Gardner was born at Brifful of honeſt Parcnts,he was natural- 
ly given t9 gravity, of a mean ſtacure of Bady, but of a comely and 
pleaſant Countenance, but in no part ſo excellent as in the inward 
qualities of the mind which from a Child he had kept without ſpor 
of reprehenſion , being a Prentite with a Merchant in Br#/te/, his 
Maſter ſent him a Voyage into Spain, but by accident the Ship arri- 
ved at Lisbon in Portu;a! ; where after he came aſhore, he was very 
ſtri in keeping himielt, leſt he ſhould be defiled vith the Portngels 
Superſticion, whilſt-ze remained there a great Marriage was to be 
{olemaized between the King of Portuzals Son and the King of Spaizs 
Daughter, the which amongit othey People he going to the Publick 
place ro (ee,and rhere beholding the Peoples great Idolatry, the young 
man was ſore pricked and moved in his Conicience againlt it, but had 
not an opportunity to bear his Teſtimony againſt it at that time, but 
left the place and went away with a great Burthen upon him, and fo 
it continued upon him ialomuch that he ſought out lecre: and lolita: 
ry Places where he might call upon God with Tears, 2nd eale lus 
mind, bewaling himſelt for negleQting his duty in teſtitying agaiuſt 
the Impicty and Superſtition ot that People, concludiug in his mind 
to take anvther opportunity to clear himiclf, and to that cnd he made 
up his accounts with all men, and then gave himſelf continually to 
Prayer and Meditation on the Lord, taking little Meat by Day, or 
Sleep by Night. 

And ſhortly after he went ona Sunday (fo called) to the Publick 
Place of V/orihtp again w here the King was preſent, and a great A(- 
lembly of people, getting as nearto the high Altar as he could, ha- 
110g 4 Teſtament in Ez2/5ſþ in bis hand, in which he read whit: the 
Mats was celebrated by the Cardinal, unti] the Cardinal g0ok the 
Hoit in his hand, and then Wi/iam being moved with Zeal, and not 
loager able to forbear, he ſtept ſpeedily and [natched the Cake ou: of 
the Prieſts hand and troc it under his Feet, and overchrew the Chal- 
lice : This made the People all amazed, and to riſe ina great Tumult, 
and one run him into the Shoulder with his Dagger,and immediately 
they would have killed him, but chat the King commanded he thould 
be {aved. 

After the Tumult Ceaſed, he was brought before the King, 
who askt him, hat Country man he was, and bow he durſt be [6 
bold to do ſuch an Ation in Contempt to him and the Sacrament of the 
Church? 

william Gardner, told him, He was an Ezeglsþ man, and came 
thither a Merchant, and ſeeing fo great Idolatry in ſo famous 
an Aſſembly, he was not ſatisfied in his Confcieace uatil he had 


aGed what he had done, further telliog the King ; there was 
aot 
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not any thought 1n kim of atting ally witg 14 Conenipt to his 
Preſence. 

Then he was urged, to diſcover the perſons that infligated him to 
the Aion, He deſired there might be ov ſuch ſulpition curccived of 
him, ſaying, He was not moved thereunto by anly man, but by his 
own Conſcience, and that he did it as 1Equired ot God, aid tor the 
Peoples Salration. 

While he was thus examined, he was ready to faint with the wound 
hereceived, whereupon Chirurgions were lent for to cure |xm, if 
poffible, to the end he might be turther examined, and receive grea- 
ter pugiſhment,; for they were fully per[waded ſome others had ſtir- 
red him to do the Aftion, and thereupon the £12/1/bþ Meizchants were 
apprehended, and his bed-fellow was exanined, and crus!!y rormen- 
ted, and kept in Prifo6nwo years alter, aud havin fculched witiane 
Geradner's Chamber, thinking there to tcd ou func of the Authors 
of the interprize, but fading none they repaired ro lim 42ain, Urg- 
ing him to diſcover who was the Author or Tiltigator of um to do 
the fa&, uſing an unheardct piece of Cruclty to mike hin -nteſs, 
which was thus, they made fait a threed toa Cloth B UL »nu g(t it 
down his Throat, and then plickr it vp again, ard lo piucke ii 4 and 
fro for ſome time, till they were Wearyed, and (ring they could 
work nothing chat way, they askt hin, whether h: {4d repeut of his 
wicked Deed ?! hc anſwered, That he thonght, thit if Wwcre ts to again 
he ſhould do it; ; 

After they had uſed divers Torrents to make him confeſs, ard 
ſaw it was to Ro purpole, they had ent Execttion ; bur tirft they 
carryed him into the Veltry, aud cur off his Right Hand ; then he 
was had into the Market-p]zce, and there they cut off his Left Hand ; 
then his Arms were bound bchind him, and lis Feet vnder the Horſes 
Belley, and ſo was carryed to the place of Execution, wv here he was 
let down by a pulley 1ato the Fire, and the? pluckr up, and let down 
again, all which cruelty he cadurcd with a conftane Spirit, ſaying, 
O Eternal God, Fathzr of all Mercies, look down autos thy Servant, 
and with patience he ſuftercd , till at Jaft the Rope buraing he 
fell down 1ato the Fre , and was conſumed. This was in the 
year 1552. 
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Per ſecut ions in the Reign of Queen Mary, beginning Anno 155 23, 


After the Death of Edward the lixth, Queen Mat y \ticceeded ; and 
after the was ſetled in her Throne, a Sinod was ailerabled for cor. 
ſulting about matters of Religion, and the point, elpeciaily of the 
real Preſence in the Sacrament, after along Diſputation, where Rea- 
ſon and Scriptures were not ſo much weighed as Voices 1imbred, 
the Papal ſide, as having moſt voices, carried it, and tt orounun vas 
that Religion again reftored, and the Maſs commande:! again in all 
Churches (ſo called) to be celebrated after the antien: mazuc; 

And ſhortly after, Cardin! Poole, an Exgliſh man, thu hi! fled 


© 
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to Rope for Succour in the former time, was ſent for over again to 
En:land by the Queen, who was no ſooner come, but the Attaindor 


upon Record againſt him, was by Att of Parliament taken off, and ke Wa 


reſtored; and a few days after,coming to the Parliament, before the 
Queen, and both Houſes aſſembled ; after the Biſhop of FYinchefter, 
who was Chancellor, had made a ſhort (peech to them, ſignifying 
the preſence of the Cardinal, and that he was ſeat from the Pope, 
as his Legate, for their good and benefit: Then the Cardinal ſtood 
up, and made a long Oration to them, thanking them tor reſto- 
riag him, whereby he was made a Member of their Society : Then 
Exhorting them to return into the Boſſom of the Church, for which 
end ſhe was come,not to Condemn, bur to Reconcile z not to compell, 
but tocall and require, aud for their hrſt work of Reconcilement, 
requiring them to repeal and abrogate all ſuch Laws as had former- 
ly been made in derogation of the Catholick Religion, 

After which Speech, the Parliament going together, drew up a 
Supplication, which within two dayes after, they preſented to the 
King and Queen., wherein they ihewed themſe]Ives to be very 
penitent for their former Errors, and humbly deſired them to inter- 
ceed for them to the Cardinal and the See Apoſtolick, that they 
might be pardoned of all they had done amiſs, and be received into 
the Boſlum of the Church, being themſelves moſt ready to abrogate 
all Laws prejudicial to the See of Rome. 

This Supplicatioa being delivered to the Cardinal. he then gave 
them Abſolution in thele words, we, (by the Apftolick Authority, 
piven unto us by the moſt holy Lord Pope Fl: the third, Chritts 
Vicegerent on Eart?) ds abſolve, and deliver yow. and every of you, with 
The whole Realm and Dominions thereof from all Hereſic ana 55hij111,4nd from 
## Tudoments, Cenſures and Pains, for that cave incurred: and alſo me 
do reflore you anain tothe unityof our Adother the boly Church, The 
report hereof coming to Rowe, was eauſe thar a ſolemn Proceſſtin was 
made for Toy of the Converſion of Exz/snd to the Church of Rome, 

And now all Biſhops? which had been deprived in the time of 
Edvard the fixth, were reſtored to their Biſhopricks, and thc new 
removed, 2nd all that would not tura and forſake their Religion were 
turned our of their Livings ; and Stephen Gardner and Bonner became 
ag2in to be hid in favour, and wers reſtored to rheir former places, 
2nd ſeveral old Laws were again revived by AQ of Parliameat for 
the tryal of Herelic and Commiſſions, and Inquiſitors were icnt 
abraad into all parts of the Realm; whereupon many were appre- 
hended and brought to Lexden, and there Impriſoged, and afterwards 
moſt of them burnt to death, or clſe through cruel uſage dicd in 
Priſon, and were buryed ia Duaghils ia the Ficlds, ro the Number of 
near thres Hugdred =" Men and Women, in the ſhort Reign of 
this Quees, | 
And now Joyner being re-inveſted into bis Biſhoprick, he ſends 
forth Injunftions, that ſix ig every Pariſh (upon their Oaths) ſhould 
preſent before hiny ſuch «s would not conform, and ſoon after, 
about threeſcore lababitants of iq City of Lowdes were apprehea- 


ded 


. M ary. 
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0. Mary ded and impriſoned, for diſperſing and telling certain Books, fent 
<A. Over into Englend out of Germany, and other Countries, 
| About this time, the people going a Proceſſion in Smithfield, and 
John Strees the Prieſt being under the Canopy with the Box, according to the 
perſecuted. uſual Cuſtom, one Fohn Street, a Joyner in Coleman-Street, going 
by in haſte about his buſineſs; by chance went under the Canopy by 
the Prieſt, at which/the Prieft was ſo ſurprized, and overcome with 
fear, that he letthe Pix fall gown ; the people being amazed, pre- 
ſeatly apprehended .the poor man, and committed he was to the 
—_— and the Prieſt accuſed him tc the Council, as if he came 
to ſlay him ; from the Comprer, he was removed to Newgate, where 
he was caſt into the Dungeoa, and there chained to a Poſt, and fo 
miſerably uſed till he loſt his Sences, and then they ſent him to 
Bedlam, 
ads Theſe were but in the beginnings of Boxxers Cruelty inthis Queens 
Comm a d- time, the next thing he did was, he put out a Mandate to the Curates 
ed to be a- within his Diece(s,requiring them to abrogate and blot our all Scrip- 
gain ſet up ture Texts wrot upon the Walls in Churches (lo called) in Edward the 
in the placcs ſjxths time , which he ſaid was opening a Window to all Vice , and 
calle further, commanded that comely Roods thould be again ſer up in all 
Churcie® Churches, 
+ The ſame InjunQtion for ſetting up Roods was publiſhed in other 
Dioceſſes at this time ; for at Cockram in Lancaſbire, the Parithoners 
and Wardens had agreed with a Carver to make them a Rood, and 
to ſet it up in that they called their Church, at a certain priſe, which 
the Carver did ; but vhe Rood being mage of an ugly grim Counte- 
nance, they diſliked it, anu refuled ro pay rhe Work-man that made 
it, whereupon by Warrant he brought them before the Mayor of 
Lancaſter, who was a favourer of the Proteſtants, and a man againſt 
Imagss ; when they came before the Mayor, he askt them, Why 
they did not pay the man according to their Agreement ? they reply- 
ed, they did not like the grimneſs of its Viſſage ; ſaying, they had 
a man formerly with a hanſome Face, and they would have had 
ſuch another now ; well, faid the Mayor, though you like not the 
Rood, the Poor-mans Labour has been never theleſs, and its pity 
he ſnold looſe ; but 1 tell you what you hall do, pay him the 
Money you promiſed him , and if it will not ſerve you for a God, 
you may make a Devil of it, at which they laughed, and fo de- 
arted, 
F Abour this time, about thirty Men and Women were taken at 
a R-ligious Aſſembly, in Bow-yard in Cheapfide, and were Committed 
to Priſon z their Preacher, one Roſe, was had before the Biſhop of 
VVinchefler, S. Gardwer, and by bim Committed to the Tower, 
Shortly after,Cranmer, Ridley and Latimer, three Biſhops,were ſent 
to the Tower, and from thence Conveyed to Oxford; there to 
Diſpute with Oxford and Cebridge raen 1a points of Religion, but 
eſpecially of the Euchariſt z the Oxford men were Cole, Chadſcy, 
Bye, Harpsfiels, Smith, and weſfton Prolocutor , the Cambridge men 
were, Tring, Seaton, Watſon, Feckwar, Atkinſon, and Sedgwick; the 
matter 


Cranmer, 
Ridley, and 
Latimer ap- 


prehended. 
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matrer was ſo carried by thele twelve men, that it went againſt the Q. Mary 
Priſoners; and after the Diſputation was ended, the Priſogers 
were brought again upon the Stage, and demanded, whether they VC” 
would perlift in their Opinion or recant? * They affirmiag they 
would perſiſt, they were all three adjudged Hereticks, and Con- 
_ tothe Fire, but their Exccution was not till a year or two 
after. | 

In the mean time we havean account of Foby Rogers, Who Was Yoht Roger: 
the firſt Martyr in this Queens time, who was burnt in Zondes, Martyr. 
afcer a long and fore ſuffering by Impriſonment. Soon after him 
was burnt Lawrence Saunders, who was by order kept ſtraitly 1a 7,,vrence 
Priſon, and none ſuffered to ſpeak with him, not ſo much as his Saunders 
Wife ſuffered to viſit him; in his Examination the Chancellor Martyr 
threatning kim that he ſhould not live many dayes. Saunders (aid, 
V/elcom ſhall che Will of God be, either Life or Death, for I have 
learned to die z but I Exhort you to beware of ſhedding Innocent 
blood, Truly it will Cry, As the Officers were leading him away 
irom his Examination, he exhorted the People to Repentanco, warn- 
ing them to defie Anti-chriſt, Sin, Death, and the Devil, that they 
might receive bleſſing aad favour from the Lord; being Condemned, 
he was carried down to Coventry to be burnt, where he was put into 
the common Goal, where he ſlept little, but ſpear the Night tn 
Prayer, and AILING others, and the nextday was burnt; during 
the rime of his Impriſvnment, he wrote ſeveral good Epiſtles, to 

comfort and ftrengthen ſuch as were under the like Suffering with 
 him:Thhall only 1nfert the Subſtance of one to his Wife, by which may 
be perceived the ſeriouſneſs and Zeal that was ftirred up in him 
again(t his Adverſarics, forbidding his Wife toſeck any way for his 
delivery. 


Lawrence Saunders & # Letter ts his wife. 


Grace, Mercy and Peace in Chriſt our Lord, entirely beloved 
Vife, even as unto mine own Soul and Body, ſo dol daily in ny 
Prayer wiſh unto you, daily remembring you: And I do not doubt, 
dear Wife, but that both I and you, as we be written in the Book of 
Life, ſo we ſhall together enjoy the ſame Everlaftingly,. through the 
Grace and Mercy of God, our dear Father, in his Son Chrift , and for _ 
this preſent life, lets us wholy appoint our ſelves to the Will of our | 
God, to glorifie kim cither by Life or by Death; the Lord make us 
worthy to Honour him either way, as pleaſeth him. Tamcheerful, 
I thank God ia Chrift, in whom, and through whom I know I ſhall | 
be able to fight a good fight, and figiſh a good Courſe, -and then re- i 
ccive the Crown which 1s laid up in Store for me, andall the true y- 
Souldiers of Chrift ; wherefore, Wife, let us inthe Namv'of our 
God, fight toovercome the Fleſh, the Devil, and the World 5 whax 
Weapons are uſcd in this fight, look in the fixth Chop. of the Bpbeſtavs ; 
and pray &c, I would that you: make- no ſuit for mein any'wile ; 
hack you know whom, for her moſt [weet and comfortable putting 

me 
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me in remembrance of m 7 Journey, whither I am paſſing I I haye 
too few ſuch Friends to further mein that Journey, which is 1n- 


S& VV Jeed the greateſt friendſhip ; the bleſſing of God be with you all, 


Amen. 
A Priſoner in the Lord 
Lawrence Saunders, 


Shortly after were burnt for Religion, Foh» Hoeper, and one 

Rowland: Taylor, the one at Glouceſter, and the other at Had/ey: The 
time of Rowland Taylor's Execution drawing nigh, his Wife and Son 
coming to ſee him, and one Johns H#f, that had been bis Servant ; 
after he had ſupt, he turned to his Son, ſaying, Th-ms, my dear Son, 
God Almighty bleſs thee, ſec that thou tear God always, 2nd flee 
from Sin, and wicked living ; be vertuous, and apply thy ſclfto thy 
Book, and in any wiſe {ee thou be obedicnt ro thy Mother, love her, 
ſerve her,& be ruled by her in thy Youih,and follow her good Coun- 
ſel in all things: Beware of Lewd Company of Young men that feer 
not God bur follow their lewd [ufts; flee from Whcredom, and 
hate all filchy living ; and when thy Mother is old, forlake her not, 
but provide for her to thy power, and ſce that the lack nothivg s 
then will God bleſs thee, and give thee long Life upon Earth, and 
Proſperity. To his Wife, he ſaid, my dear Wife, continue fted- 
faſt in the fear and Love of Ged ;- keep: your (elf undefiled from Po- 
poſh Idolatries and Superſtitions, 1 have been unto you a faithful 
Yoke-fellow, and ſo. have yol been to me, for which I doubt noty 
dear Wife, bur God will zeward you : Now the time is come that I 
' ſhall be taken from you ; The Lord LaVe you unto me, ard the Lord will 
take me from you, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, 1 believe they are 
bleſſed which die in the Lord ; The Lord 1s my Light, and my Salua- 
tiow, whom then ſhall I fear, God is he that juſtificth, who « he ths ca 
condemn: In thee O Lord Ihave truſted, let we wewer be confouni'es: On 
the next day by two of the Clock in the Mornipg,: he w2s tzken 
out of the Comprer by Officers, and had to Che/msfird, and there was 
he delivered to the Sheriff of 5S»#fo!k, who was commanded to {te kim 
burnt. + 

About this time One Sr; Fawmes Hailes, one of the Juſtices of the 
Common-Pleas, at af Al in Kew giving charge upon the Sta- 
tutes of Hezry the Eigh Edward the Sixth, in derogation ct tho 
primacy of Rewe z when he was before the Chancellor ig Weſtminſter 
Hall, being 'thereamong other Judges to" take his Oath; the Cban- _ 
_e<llor aid : | gs 5 

Chancellor, Jam informed you have Indifted certain Prieſts in 
Xent for ſaying Maſs. 

Hailes, 1 1ndified woxc, but certain Inditimenss of that Nature wers 
brought before me at the Aſſizes in Kent,and 14did according to Law therein, 
ay - wk fo Conſcience ; and-if it were to do again 1 could do wa leſs then 
14 | 
; Charcallor, Your Conſcience is known well exough. 


Hailes; 


"id 
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Hailes, Tow may do wel to ſearch your own Conſcience ; for mine « bet- 
ter known to ny ſelf then to you. h 

This and other talk at that time ſo diſpleaſed the Biſhop, that not 
many dayes after this diſcourſe in weffminſter Hall, Judge Haztes, 
was by the Commandment of the Biſhop, committed to -the 
Kings Bench, where he remained ſome time, and thea was com- 
mitted tothe Comprer in Pred-Street, and from thence carried ts 
the Fleet , being in the Flee, fone endeavoured to perſwade him to 
Compliance ; how far he yielded to thoſe Per{waſions and Aflaults 
of the Enemy, it was not known ; but ſhortly after he fell into a 
Freat horrour and terrour 1in his Conſcience, and in the anguiſh of 
his Spirit ſtabbed himſelf with his Pen-Knife, and ſo thought to end 
his miſery, but through providence he was diſappointed of deſtroying 
himſelf at that time : But this Action being noiſed abroad, as it was 
accaſion of great ſorrow and trouble to many that had a great Eſteem 
of him, being reputed ſo worthy a Judge, and fo juſt a man, (o it alſo 
opened the Mouth of his Adverlary, the Biihop, who openly in the 
Star-Chamber blafphemed againſt tuch as profeft the Truth, calling 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel, the Duttrine of Deſperation. But it 
was not long before the Judge was ſet at Liberty, but he had not 
been loag at home, (but his trouble encreaſing upon him) he watch 
an apportunity, and drowned himlelt in a ſhallow Water neer his 
Houſe, 

Now, Stephen Gardner, Biſhop of winchefter, having got the Law 
and outward Sword on his Side, he thought to Rule as he pleaſed 
and having taken off (either by Impriſonment or Death) moſt of the 
principal Preachers, of thole hs counted Szttaries, he concluded 
the reſt would bz thereby certified, and kepr under ; but his ExpeCta- 
rions herein were truſtrated, 

For within a few Weeks after the Apprebenſion and Execuri. ni 
of th2 aforelaid perſons, there were {ix more railed up to reftitic 
2g4inlt the Popiſh Idolitry then eftablithed by a Law ; their names 
were //iliam Pi2y0t, a Butcher, Steph:u Knizht, a Barber, Thom « Tom- 
tins, a Weaver, Thom « Hivies, Fobn Luvrence, and William Hantcr 
theſe Perſons bzing brought before B, Gardaer,he was fo cuncerned to 
ſee his former devices fo lictle ef: the cad he intended, that he refu- 
iedro AR any more againft them ; but being wholy diſcourzged, 
rurned them over to Boxer Bilhop of Londew,who Profecuted all that 
were brought before him to the urmoft of his power, not ſparing 
rqaC his cruclty, as from tim2 to time he had an opportunity, to the 
uttermOft, 

Upoa the 8th day of the Moneth called February 1555. The a- 
fore(aid fix perlons were brought before Bs#xecr, at the Confiſtory at 
Pauls, where the next day he paſt Sentence of Dcath upon them, 


ſhewing higſelf a raſh and cruel Judge, to paſs Sentence fo ſud- ner. 


_ upon ſo many Innoceat mens Lives ; but he gave them 
2 little time before they were put to death, which was till the Mo- 
neth following, | 
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The moſt remarkable Paſſages that I find at their Tryals and 
Examinations, arc briefly related as follwath. 


Thom Tomkins a Weaver,dwelliog in Shoreditch, a man accounted 
by ſuch as wereacquainted with him Zealous and Godly, much 
even to Prayer ; during the time of his Impriſonment, which was 
half a year , the Biſhap Bonzer beat him ſorely about the Face, and 
pluckt him by the Beard (being long) and caufed his Reard to be 
Shaved off, but though the rage of the Biſkop was great, the con- 
ſtancy and patience of the poor man was as great ; for he was not mo- 
ved at the Biſhopserueltv ; the Biſhop ſeeing the courſe he hid taken 
would no wayes prevul, he fell from Beating to Burning , for ha- 
viog 2 great Candle burning in his Hall at Falbam, he took Tomkins 
by the Fingers ends holding his tand over the flame of the Candle, 
trying him whether he would Recant, but with patience he bure 
this cruelty alſo, until Doftor Harp:field Randing by, moved with 
pity, told goxper he had tryed him enough, and thin Penney let his 
Fingers go. 

The laſt time Thom.u Tomkins appeared before Bearer, there were 
ſeveral other Biſhops preſent, one of which earneſtly exhorted him 
to leave off his Opinions, tv whom he anſwered, I was Born and 
brought upin Ignorance until of Jate years, and now I know the. 
Truth, I ſhall continue in the ſame until Deadhg, which Bonner 
hearing, thought it time to pals Sentence upon him; and as he had be- 
gua to burn his Hand, fo {cntenced his Body to be burnt, delivering 
him to the Sheriff of Lexdon, v ho carried him to Newgate, where 
he remained untill the 16th day of the Moreth called March, and 
thea ſealed his Faith in the Flames. 

The 26th day of the aforefaid Moneth, followed the Martyr- 
dom of another of thele {ix perſons, viz, YVV:lliam Heater, a Zeal 
ous Young man for Religion ; who was about the Age cf ninteen 
years when he ſuffered ; be was born of godly Parents. by whom 
he was not only Inftructed in godlinel(s, but alſo confirmed by tkem 
until Deatk. | 

william Hunter, being an Appremize in Coleman-Street in Londen, 
with one Thom s Taylor a Silk-weaver ; the beginning of his trouble 
was, for refuſing to hear Maſs, and to receive their Euchariſt, for 
which the Prieſt of the Pariſh threataed to have him before the 
Biſhop ; his Maſter fearing leſt he ſhould come to ſuffer, by reaſon 
of williams not conforming, deſired him to depart from him, wherc- 
upon viflizm went home to his Fathers, to Burarweed in Eſſex, where 

ter he had remained a little time, happening to go into the Chap- 
pel of Zurntwoed, and finding a Bible lying upon a Desk he read 
therein z while he was reading, one 4twell, a Sumner, coming, in, 
reproved him, ſaying. Wherefore meddleſt thou with the Bible? william 
anſwered, I read 10 it for my comfort ; Atwell replyed, 1t was never 4 
good world fince the Bible came abroad in England ; william anſwered, 
ſay not ſo, it liketh me well, and1pray God we may have the Bible 
amovpgſt us cogupually. | | 
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and therefore you came from Londog ; but you muſt turn another Leaf, ot 


elſe you will Broyl for it, and in « fury went away, laying, he would Vn 


fetch one that ſhould talk with him, and went to an Ale-houſs hard 
by, and fetch out the Viccar of S-##meid, who coming into the Chap- 
pel, and hearing #://;am read, ſaid, Sirrah who gave thee leave to 
read in the Bible? 11i/1;a anſwered, I read fyr my Comfort, and 
thall read while I Live; and rold the Viccar, He ought rather to en- 
courage, then diſcourage people in reading the Scripcures, 

Vicezr, Daoth This become thee to tell me what I haye-ta do, thou 
Heretick 7 

Fitian Hunter (aid, T am no Heretick, 

V.c:ar, What (ayſt thou to the blefisd Sacrament of the Altar ? be- 
fieveſtthou in it ? and that the bread and wine 15 tranſubſtantiated in- 
to the very Bady and Bloud of Chrilt ? 

1/iz; Hunter, Ilearn no ſuch thing 1a the Scriptures, as you 
ſpeak of ; you underſtand Chrifts Words much like the Carnal 
Cappern:t:s, who thought that Chriſt would have given them 
his Fleth to feed upan, which opinion Chrilt correted, when ke 
ſud, Th? Words wbch l ſpeak unto you are Spirit aud Life, 

Ficcar, Thave found you out now ; I tec thou art an Heretick 10- 
deed, and that thou doeſt not believe 1a tne Saceramcnt of the 
Altar. 

william Hunter, whereas you doubt my belief, I would it wers 
tryed,” whether you. or I would ftand faſteſt ia our Faith, 

Viccar, Thou Heretick,wouldft thou have it fo tryed ? 

willian Hunter, Ta that way which you cali Hercfie, dol ſerve 
the Lord my God ;, I would you aud I were even now tyed 
faſt toa Stake, to prove which of us would ſtand firmeſft in our 
Faith, 

Vicear, It (hall not be ſo trycd. 


No, quoth w:/1;4, I think {o, for if it might, I know who would 


ſooneſt Recant, I durſt (et my Foot againſt yours, even to the death, 

That we ſhall ſee, quoth the Yzcear, and ſodeparted, threatning 
wiili:m to complain of him, Shortly after, according to his words, 
he inſtigated one Juſtice Brown againſt william, who ſhortly after ſear 
for a Conftable, and for William's Father to come before him , :4- 


liam being gone from home, the Juſtice threatned his Father, He 


would make him-tell where he was, or elſc he would ſend him to Pri- * 


{on ; the Old man ſaid, Would you have me ſeek my Son to be burn- 
ed ? If thou bring him to me,ſaith the Juſtice, I will deal well enough 
for that matter, and with flatteriggs and threatnings perſwaded him 
. ts (eek his.Son out. 

When the old man had found his Son he told him what the Juſtice 
ſaid; Will;am told his Father, I will go home, with you, and fave 
you harmleſs, what ever comes on it ; as ſoon as he came home, he 
was apprehended by the Conſtable,and put ia the Stocks,and the next 
day was had before the Juſtice. 

Juſtice Brewn,Ab Sixrah,arc you camel hear ſay you are a Scripture- 


Atwell, 1perceive you are one of them that miſlikes the Queens Laws, 0. Mai 5 . 
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0. Mary an IF What ſay you to theſe words, where Chriſt faith the Bread is 
« his ? 


Welliam 

Hurnuer 
*nt Up tO 
Bonner 


william Hunter, the Scripture ſaith, that Chriſt-took Bread , but 
not that he changed it into another Subſtance, but gave that which he 
took, and brake that which he gave, which was Bread, as 1s evideut 


by the Text, elſe he ſhould have had two Boeeis. 


Ar which the Juſtice began ts be angry, and called him Naugh:y 
Boy, ſaying, Doth not Chriſt call the Bread his Body platgly, and 
thou wilt not believe that the Bread is his Body after Copfecration, 
thou goeſt about to maks Chrift a Lyar. 

William Hunter, We ought earneſtly to ſearch what the mind of 
Chriſt is in that holy Inſtitution, wherein he commendeth vnro us the 
remembrance of his Death, Paſſion, ReſurreQtion and coming again, 
ſaying, Thi do in remembrance of me ; And though Chrift calls the 
Bread his Body, fo he did allo ſay, that he is a Vine, a Door, &c. 
Yet is not his Body turned into Bread, no more then he is turned into 
a Door or Vine; wherefore Chriſt called the Bread his Body by a 
hgure. 

yo * theſe words, the Juſtice was enraged, calling him Yilein, and 
the next day ſent him and a Letter by an Officer to Boxer, Biſhop of 
Longon , W hen he came before the Biſhop, at firſt the Biſhop began 
to flatter kim, telling him, he ſhould haye no harm for any thing he 
had done or ſaid, if he would be ruled by bim, faying further, Ir 
may be thou mayeit be aſhamed to bear a Fagot, and Recant openly 
of what thou haſt ſaid, but if thou wilt Recant thy ſayings, I pro- 
mile thee, what thou ſpeakſt between me and thee ſhall go no fur- 
ther, and thou ſhall go home again withour any hurt, fo that thou wilt 
go to Church and continue a good Catholick, 

W. Hunter, 7 w4ll net do ſo for all che World. 

Then faid the Biſhop, If you will not do fo, I will make you fure 
enough, I warrant you, | | 

Wilham, Toucan do no mere then Gid will permit you, 

Biſhop, Wilt thou not Recant indeed, by no means ? 

William, No, never while 11tive. #7 

Then the Biſhop commended his Men to put him inthe Stocks, in 
his Gate-houſe, where he fate two dayes and two nights, only with 
a Cruſt of brown Bread, and a Cup of Water ; at the twogayes end, 
the Biſhop came to bim, and finding the Cup of Water, ang cruſt of 
Bread- till by him, upon the Stocks, be faid to his men, take him out 
of the Stocks,and let him Breakfaſt with you z whereupag they took 
him forth of the Stocks, but would not ſuffer him to cat with thews, 
but called him Heretick, | 


He told them, He 9.44 4s wwwilling to be in their comban) as they were 
to be in hu, 


After Breakfaft,. the Biſhop ſent for him, and askt, whether he 
would Recant ? 


He anſwered, No, he wowld never Recant that which he hag confeſt before 
men, "teak hs Faith in Chriſt, 


Thep the Biſhop ſcat him to Priſep, and commanded the Keeper 
id 
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to lay Irons upen him, as many as ke could bear, and aski #1illiam 
how old he was ? 

He totd him, he was nineteen years Old, Ty 

Well, ſaid rhe Biſhop, you will be burat ere you are twenty year 
old, if you do got Recanc. | 

william an({wered, God ſtrengthen me is hs Trath, and (o he parted 
from the Biſhop, He coarinucd in Priſon three quarters of a year, in 
which time, he had been before the Biſhop five times, belides the 
time when he and hive more were Conderaned in the Conliſtory in 
Pauis, witch was va the ninih day of the Month, called Febraary, be- 
core che S22:e1ce was paſt z the Biſhop askt him, if he would Recant , 
bur finding hun coltand firm in bis Faith, (aid, I have alwayes found 
thes at this Puint ,, I fee no hope of reclaiming thee to the Catholick 
Faith, but thou wilt continue a corrupt Member : And then pro- 
nounced Sei! 2nce upon hun, how that he (ſhould go from that place to 
Newzate, for atime, and from thence to Burztwood, Where, {aid he, 
Thou ſhalt be Burat. | | 

After he had Condemned the reſt, he called for //{:e» again, and 
would have per{waded him to Recant, ſaying, it rhou «1it Recant, 
I will make thee a Frec-man of che Ciry , and I will give thee forty 
Pounds to ſet up thy Trade with, or I will mike thee Steward of my 
Houle. y 

william Replyed, I thank you for your great Offers, if you can- 
nat perfwade my Conſcience with Scriprures, I cannot find .ih my 
Heart to turn irom God for the love of the World; for 1connt all 
thinrs worldly but loſs and Dung in reipe? of the Love of Chriſt. 

Then faid the Bulhop, If thou dielt in this mind, thou art damn- 
ed torever, . | 

william anſwered, God Judzeth riehteouſly, and juſtifieth them whom 
m8 condemneth unjuſtty, | 

Then the Biſhop departed, and #://is, and the reſt were ſent ro 
Newzate, where they remained about a Month, andithen i1l;am 
was carried down to Burntwoed, where his Father and Mother com- 
ing to him, hartily deſired of the Lord , that he might continue 
to the end in that good way in which he had begun, counting thiem- 
ſelves happy, that they bad a Child that could loſe his Life for 
Chriſt's take. | 

Many pevple reſorted to the Inn to ſee him, whom: he exhort- 
ed to leave the Aboanation of Popiſn Superftition and Idolatry, 
Ar his Execution he deſired the people to pray for him. | 

Juitice 8rows, that firſt apprehended him, ſtanding by, ſaid I will 
pray 22 more for thee, then I wquld for a Dog. 

Wiliam an{yercd, Now y9uhave what you, ſought for, Ir ay God it be wot 
laid to your charge at the laſt day, 1 forgive you, 

Brows (iid, .1 ask no forgiveneſs of thee. F 
_ William, 1f God forgive you wot, I ſhall require my Blood at your 
Hanas. 

The Fire being kindlcd, "_— ſaid, Iam not afraid ; and lifting 

' Aa up 
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Q. Mary. up his Hands, ſaid, Lord receive my Spirit,and (o tealed his Teſtimony 
'with his Blood to the praiſe of God. 
Juſtice 8799», commanded an Officer to take Zcbert Hunter, 
w ;llitn's Brother, and put him ia the Stocks, until he came back 
from the burning of Highed, at Hirmden on the Hill; on the ſame 
day, after he was taken out of the Stocks, and brought before the 
Juſtice, he askt him, If he would do as his Brother had done ? 
Robert Hunter, anſwered, If I do as my Brother hath done, I 
(hall have as he hath had, Thou mayelt be ſurc of that, ſaid 
the Juſtice, But after ſome further. Examination, he bid him go 
home. | 
344 284 The net that ſuffered, were Higbed and Canſten, both of Eſſex, 
—_ two men fo fervent for Religion, that in theſe blind and Idolatries 
Martyr. Fimes, could not lie long hid in obſcurity, but were conſtrained to 
bear their Teſtimony, though it were by Death. ME 
Bonney perceiving rheſe men were men of repute in their Country 
and fuch as were called Gentlemen, was ſo much the more concerned 
to bring them off theirProfefſion,that he went down to Co/chefler him- 
ſelf, to ſeek ro reclaim them z ſometimes uſing fiir Promiſes and 
flattering Enticements ; other times threatuing them, with high 
words to territie them; in fine, ſeeing them both conftant and ug- 
moveable in their Zeal for their Religion, he cauſed them, and ſome 
others at the ſame time and for the {ame cauſe apprehended in that 
Country, to be brought up to Zondow Priſoners, where they were 
committed cloſe Priſoners, where they were firſt privately examined, 
and urged by all means to forſake their Opinions by the Biſhop and 
his Chaplain : But when the Biſhop .ſaw that way would work no 
alteration, he caufed them to be brought ta opea Examination at 
the Confiftory at Pav/s, the ſeyentecnth day of the Mouth called 
Febrcary, 1555. Where being further pretſed to Recant of the Errors” 
they ſaid they held, and to return to the unity of the Church, which 
they fill refuled ; whereupon, a great Liſt of Articles were 
_—_— them, and their Anſwers thereunto the nex: day required 
of them. 


- At the ſecond timeof their publick 5 year and tryal their 
r 


Anſwers were read, and Canfton being firlt called, was exhorted a- 
ain to be conformable to the __ the Citurch, into-which (they 
aid) they were ready to receive him; He replycd, you lay Snares 
and Gins to catch us, but mark, what meaſure you meet ſhall be mea- 
ſyred to you again, | os 
Then Higbed was called. to whom the like perſwaſions were uſed ; 
but go as little purpoſe as the other , for he told them. he had been 


{ixteen years in thet mifid he was then in, and fhould nor alter 
now. | 


At their laſt appearance before them, the Priſorers declared (cal- 
ting God to record) that their perfiſting in that ſtedfaſtneſs, was no 
in wilfulneſs, as ſome might judge, but for Conſcience ſake, for, 

fad they, # ſongb# tht Lord, rhit we might do nething contrary jo his bleſ- 
| | ſet 
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fed word, and in that be bath ſhewed his Power in our weakneſs, we canmot 
bat praiſe bim, unto whins we give thanks through Chriſt eſis our 
Lord. 

When they had thus ſpoken, the Biſhop began to pronounce the 
Sentence agaiaſt Canſtow, ro whom Canſton (aid, it was a rath Judg- 
ment without Love and Mercy , Then was ſentence allo» pronounced 
againſt Highed, and both delivered to the Sheriffs, who tent them to 
Newgate, where they Temained fourteen dayes. contiunally praiſing 
God, not ſo much conceracd at their Attlict.ons 2s rejyced 1n 
their Conlolations, praying, andearneſtly dcftring they mighr per- 
ſevere to the end, to the praiſe of che Eteraal God, and Comfort of 
the Brethrn, 

The fourteen dayes being expired, they were by four a Clock in the 
Morning led from Vewozte to Afgate, and there delivered to the 
Sheriff of Eſſex, who conveyed them to rhe placts where they 
. were Exccuted, viz. Higbed to H»r4den on the bill, and Thomas 
Canſtox to Rely, where they both wich great conſt iacy finithed their 
Teſtimonies in the Fire, greatly rejoycing and giving the glory to 
. God. 

The next that ſuffered were William Pyret, Stephen Knizht and 
Fohn Lawrence, at their Examivations it w+$ demanded cf them 
to declare their Opinion concerning the Sacrament of the Altar ; 
to which they anſwered, to this effect ; Thar in the Sacrament of the 
Altar, undef the forms of Bread and Wine, there is not the ſubſtance 
of the Body and Bl ood of Chriſt : This Anſwer leing given. the 
Biſhop cauled Articles to be read againſt them,:o which they aniwer- 
ed. The (econd timerhey were broughr before kim , heprefſt them 
to recaot, which rchey refuſing, ſaying, They /hsrld flick to their 
Faith, Wherefore, the third time Feing brovohi betore him, he 
paſt Sentence upon them, and commiticd them to the Cuſtody of 
the Sherifts of Lozavn, who ſent them to NVew-oate ; where they re- 
mained in much Joy and comfort,and at laft were had down to Eſſex, 
and there burnt, When Stephen Knizhe came to the Stake, which 
- was at Maulden, he kneeled down and prayed ; fome Sentances of 
which Prayer are as followeth. 


£0 Lord Jeſus Chrift, for whofe Lovel leave willingly this Life, 
© and deſire rather the bitter Death of the Crofs, with the loſs of all 
* Earthly things, rhen co abide the Blaſphemy of thy moſt holy 
© Nime, or to obey men in breaking thy holy Commandment ; 
© Thou (eeſt, O Lord, that where I might live in Worldly Wealth, 
© to Worihip a falſe God, and honour thine Enemy, 1 chooſe rather 
© the Torment of the Body, and the loſs ofthis Lite, and have count- 
*cdall things but Vile, Duft and Dung thatI might Win thee 
© which Death is Dearer unto me then thouſand of Gold and Silver 
©ſ\uch Love, O Lord, haft thou laid up ia my Breaft, that I Hun- 
© per for thee, as rhe Deer that is Wounded deſireth the Soil ; ſend 
i thy holy - Comforter, O Lord, to Aid, Comfort, and Streagthen 
. *this Weak piece of Earth, which is empty ef all ſtrength of it ſelf, 


thou 
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© Thou rememberſt, O Loxd, Kat 1 ain Cui ut, theretore as thou 
© of - Love haſt bidden me to this Banquet, ard accounted me 
© worthy ro drink of thine own Cup amongit thine EleCt, even to 
« give me [trength, O Lord, that ſo through the ſtrength of thy boly 
© Spirit, I may pats through the rage ef this fire, iuco thy Buſlom, 
© according to thy Promiſe, and for this Mortal rccerve an Immor- 
*rall, and for this Corruptible put on Incorruption , accept tbis 
© burat Sacrifice and Offering, O Lord . not for the Sacritice, but 
* for thy Sons ſake.for whole Teſtimony | ofer this Fre: -will-Ofering 
*with my Soul; into thy hagds, O Lord, I cununerd my Spirit, 
* Amen, 

The next day John Lawrence was brough! t » Cojch-fer, and being 
not able to go, his Legs being ſo worn 1 Priton wi.h keavy Irons, 
and his Body weak, he wascarricd ia a Chair to the Fire and burnt 
ficting. ” 

After theſs, ſuffered two perſons in Wales, viz, Robert Farrar, 
in Carmarthen, who was a Buhcp of a place called Sr, Davids, and 
one Rawlins white, a Fiſher-man, burntat Cardiff: This Rawlins, 
for the love that was in him tothe Truth, and dzlight he took in 
hearing the Scriptures read, trained up his Son art Schocl on purpoſe 
toread to kim, becauſe he could not read himſelf; and by cfren 
hearing the Scriptures read, having a good Memory, he (o retained 
them, that he at laſt became gn Inſtructor ant! Teacher to People, 
and travelled from placs. to place, with his little Boy with hum, 
viſiting ſuch where he ſaw any hopes of receiving the Truth , ba- 
ving thus continued tor five years, in Edward the {ixths time be be- 
came a noted Preacher, until þy the Biſhop of LZandaff be was com- 
micted Priſoner to Chepſtow, and from thence was removed to Cardiff 
Caſte, where he comigued a Priſoner a whole year, wich tended to 
the ruin of his poor Wiie aad Children in this World, yet he. as 
a man unconcerned at the loſs of the World, covtiaved exhor- 
ting and ſpeaking toſuch as came to viſit him, declarivg the Wy of 
Salvation to them, according tro the beſt of his underftandi'g, id- 
raonithing them to beware of falſe Prophets, that come to ther in 
Shceps Cloathing, Ar his Examination, the Buhop ſpeak to him 
to this effeft, that they had taken pains to reduce him from his O- 
pinzons, bur ſeeing he continued ſtill obſtinate and willful, he muſt 
condemn him as an Heretick ; bur, ſaid: the Biſhop to the People, 
before we proceed any further, let us pray that Ged may turn his 
heart; after Prayer, the Biſhop askr him, how it was with him? 
and whether he would recant ? He anſwered, Kawhns you left me, 
and Ralwins you (beEfind me:Thereupon he was carricd again to Cardif, 
and ordered to be put in the. Town Priſon, a very dark loathicm 
bad Priſon, where he continued about three week, before he ſuffercd, 
is which time the Enmity of his Perſecutors was ſuch, that they 
would have burnt him before the Writ de hereticis Comburendis came 
from London, had got the Recorder of the Town ftopt them. tel- 
'ing then if thzy ſhould ſodo they were liable to be called in queſticng' 
whea the Writ came, as they had him'to Execution, his Wife ard 
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Childrca met him by the way, with great Weeping and Lanen 0. Mary. 


- tation, at the Suddain {ight whereof, his heart was {@ pierced, that 


the tears trickled down his Face, yet on he went chezriully to the 49.1555, 


Stake, and being faſtned thereto with a Chain, and the Fire k:a- 
dled, he gave up his lite, crying, O Lord, receive wy Soul ; O Lord, 
recetve my Spirit. 

About this time the Pope knowing how things food in Ergiand in 
reference to Religion, and how the Power of the Sword vas turned 
againft ſuch as had vecn the cluef Inftraments in reforming Religion, 
he thought it was now a good time to ſtir, toredeem and cauic to 
be reftored to the Caurch ſuch Rites as not long before had been 
raken from her ; for Queen Afary ignifying to the Council, that in 
her Conſcience the was not ſatisfied unril the had reſtored Abbey Lands 
to the former Proprictors : The Council objeaed againſt it upon 
this account, for that it brought in ſuch an incom to.che Crown, 
without which poſſeſſions, they ſaid, ic could not well be furni- 
ſh:d, nor muntained ; ſh: anſwered, the Salvation of her Soul 
was more to her then ten Kingdoms (a zerlous Expreffion, and could 
not have bzen dilcommended, had it been ſpoken ia a good eauſe) 
The Pope heariug this, ſends over a Bull, with all ſpeed, with 
full Authority to Command the Reſtitution of Abbey Zawds, thun- 
dring out Excommunicatton againſt all ſuch as ſhould detain them ; 
but many of the chief, both of the Clergy, and others being againft 
the altcration of thoſe Laws that had given them to the Crown, 
conſidering the profit they brought 1n, over-ballanced that good 
will and aff:ftioa they had to obſerve the Popes DireRions and 
Command, which no doubt rkey were ready enough to incline to, 
had it not been in a matter wherein rhe Revenues of the Crown 
would have been (o lefined, if the Buli h-4 been profecured ; and 
therefore it was let fall without taking 1 much notice of 1t as to 
ſee it performed: but to retura to ſhew the next that ſuffered, 


The Sufferinss and Examination of George Marſh Martyr, at Weft- 
cheſter thc 2.4th day of the Aomerth calted April 1555. 


The ſaid Geor;0 Marſh was born in the Pariſh of Deave, in the Georg, 
County of Lancifter, about the Age of cwenty five years, he Marſh Mar: 
Married, and took a Farm rowards the Maintenance ot himſelf and fyr. 


Family; for favouring the Proteſtant Religion, and Preaching a: 
e411} che Aati-Chriſtian DoCtrine of the Papifts ; he was at length 
ap>rehended and committed to Priſoa : The beginning of his 
trouble was thus ; there was {trict (earch made for him in Bonlton, 
with intentions, it he had been apprehended to have him before: the 
Earl ft Derly, there to Ee exzmined concerning his Religion ; divers of 
his Friends and Relations hearing of it, adviſed him to eſcape their 
hands, laying before him the dznger that might eaſue if he did 
not, which cauſed him to comſult with himlelt, and to be full of 
trouble, not knowing what courſe he h3d beſt to take, but ſoon 
after a Friend writ to him, FS him, that he ſhould not flee, 
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but abide, and boldly confeſs the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, at which 
words he was ſo confirmed and eſtabliſhed in his Conſcience, that 
from thenceforth he conſulted no more, but was reſolved to appear 
before thoſe that ſought after him, and patiently to bear fuch Crols 
as it ſhould pleaſe Ged tolay upon him ; upen which Concluſion 
he found great peace and quietneſs in his Conſcienee. And appear- 
ing before one Bartox that had ſought for him, Barro» ſhewed him 
a Letter from the Earl of Darby, wherein he was Commanded to ſend 
the ſaid George Marſp and others to Latham when he came to Latham 
he was brought before the Earl of Darby, wv ho after he had ask his 
name, enquired further of him, whether he was not one that ſowed 
evil ſeed and difſention among the People, which rhiag he denied, 
deſiring to know who were his Accuſers; and after many more 
Queſtions askt him, in Concluſion they committed him to Ward, 
inacold windy Stone Houſe, where was little room, where he lay 
two nights without any bed, ſaving a few great Canvas Tent Cloths; 
and after two nights he had a pair ef Sheets allowed him, but no 
Voolen clothes, and there was kept without any being ſuffered to 
come at him, only twice a day the Keeper when he brought him 
Vittualls ; ſhortly after he was brought before the Earl again, who 
examined him of the Sacrament, at his Anſwers the Earl ſeemed to 
be ſomewhat pleaſed, and hoped he would be conformable, and 
commanded that he ſhould have a bed, and fire, and literty to go | 
amongſt his Servants z; when he departed he was muck traubled in 
his Spirit, for fear leſt he had given advantage to his Adverſaries, 
in not confeſfing Chriſt ſo boldly as he ought to have done, and 
was much grieved, but conſidering his condition, he crycd earneſtly 
unto the Lord, ſaying, Strexgthen me with thy holy Spirit, with boldneſs 
zo confeſs thee, and deliver me from their emicing words, that Imay not 
be ſpoiled through their Phyloſoply and wain deceit: A day or two 
after, he was ſent for before two Prieſts, who began to diſcourſe 
with him concerning the Maſs, asking him, what part of the Maſs 
offended him ? he anſwered, the whole Maſs did offend him, upon 
which diſcourſe, and other matters that paſt between them, Ar- 
ticles were drawn up againſt him, and they exhorted him to recant 
his Opinions , he told rhem he could nor change nor alter, and de- 
fired them to ſpeak to the Earl, that duriug his Impriſonment, his 
Friends might be ſuffered to relieve him with neceſlaries, they Rtill 
preſiſted to adviſe him toſorſake his Opiniovns, not regarding any 
Worldly ſhame ; he anſwered, what he did ws nt for avoiding 
worldly ſhame, mor yet for any vain praiſe of the world, but in the re- 
werent fear of God ; they told him, it was piry ſuch a well-favoured 
Young man ſhould ſo fooliſhly caſt away himſelf; he anſwered them 
to this effet; My wife, Children" and other delichts of this World, are 
4 Sweet to me, 45 another mans may be to him, and 1am « unwilling 
zo loſe them, 4s another would, if I might rnjoy them with a good Conſcience, 
but my truſt «, ſaid he, that God will firznoth:n me to loſe them all for 
his ſake, for 1 do not ſay or do any thias either out of Stubbornneſs, wil- 
fullneſs, vain Glory, or any other Wor/:ly pripoſe, bt with a good Con- 
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{cience in the fearof Ged,, and furcher ſaid, 7 commir my cauſe unto 7. Mrs 
God, who hath numbered the hairs of my head, and appointed the dayes = ** 
of my life, who is a Ri:htezis Fudge, and will make inquiſitzon for my AR. 1555, 
blood. CANS 

From Latham he was carried to Lancafter Caſtle,where he was threa- 
rencd for preaching to the - people out of the Prilon ; ſhortly after he 
was carried to Laxcaſter, rhe Bilhop of Cheſter came thither, and lent 
for the Gaaler, and rebuked him for ſuffering Georger Marfh to fare 10 
well, and from thence he was removed to Cheſter, and being brought 
before the Bilhop, ke was further examined concerning the Sacra- 
ment, and other matters, and Articles drawn up againſt him, and 
the laſt time he was brought before the Biſhop, the Biſhops Chancel- 
ler made a Speech to the people,to this effet ; © The Biſhop, ſaid he, 

* as 3 good Shepherd, doth ice to his Flock, that no Scabby diſcaſcd 
© Sheep infec the other, wherefore his Lordihip hath ſent for this 
© George Marſh, a3 a Scabby Sheep, to weed him out, leſt he corrupt 
© others z and then read the Articles againſt him, and askt him, if 
he would haye mercy ; 4carſb ſaid, he durſt not deny Chriſt, then 
the Biſhop read the Sentence againſt him; and commicted him to the 
Northzate Priſon, and there was he kept in adark Dungeon, where 
none gared to come to him, that had any Friendihip towards him for 
fear of the Biſhops threats, ſo that be was kept very ſ{tritly ia Priſon, 
until the time that he ſuffered death, having little corafort or relief 
from any worldly Creature , {ometimes in an Evening, ſome Citi- 
zens (ara hole 1por the Wall of the Ciry that looked into the dark 
Priion) would cail co him, aud ask tum hoy he did, he would anſiwer 
thera chearfully, that he 4id well, and thanked God that be of his Mercy 
has appointed bim to be a Witneſs of his Truth, and to ſuffer for the ſame, 
wherein he did rejoyce, deſiring that he might not faint wnder the Croſs, 
but patiently bare the ſame to Gods Alory, and the Comfort of his Church ; 
once he had ten pence caſt him 1a at the faid hole, and another time 
two ſhillings, which did help to ſupply his mecefiity ; ſhortly after, 
he was led to the place of Execution, with a Lock upon his Foot ; 
he began to exhort the people, but one of the Sheriffs would not ſuffer 
him to {peak, ſaying, we muſt have wo Sermon now , 10 with patieace 
he ended his dayes in the Fire. 

Whilft he was a Priſoner ke wrot ſeveral Epiſtles to his Friends and 
Relations, and ſuch as had been afliftant to him in the time of his 
Sufferings; the Epiſtles being large, Iihall only wiert fur: of the 
Principle heads of ſome of them ; which if the Reader peruicth, he 
will find thera 10 be worth roting, cuaſidering the time they were 
wrot in; and firft, Iſhall begia wuk 2 letter he wrot to the Faithful 
Profeſſors at Langton. 
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Grace be unto you and Peace be multiplicd in the knowleege of Je- 
ſus Chrift onur Lurd Amen. I thought it meet to write unto my belo- 
ved in the Lord at LZanztop, to ſtir up your minds, and to call to your 
remembrance the Words, which have been told you before, and to 
exhort you (as that Good Man, and full of the holy Ghoſt, Barwab.zs 
did the Azt/0chians) That with purpoſe of heart you continually cleave 
unto the Lord, and thar ye ftand faft, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the Goſpel when Perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word z 
ds not fall 2way like (hrinking Children, and forſake the Truth, for 
after this lite the Godly being delivered from their Tribulations and 
Pains, ſhall have a moſt .quiert ard joyful reſt ; whereas the Wicked 
and Ungodly contrary wile ſhall be tormented for evermore, as 
Chriſt by the Parable of the rich Glurton and wretched Lazarxs doth 
plainly declare ; theſe ought we to have before our Eyes alwayes,that 
in the time of Adverſity anq Perſecution we may ſand ſtedfaft in the 
Lord, andendure even vnto the end, that we may be ſaved ; for un- 
leſs we like good Warriors of Chriſt Jcius, endeavour our ſelves to 
pleaie him, who hath choſen us to be his Souldiers, and fight the 
good i{;ight of Faith even unto the end, we ſhall n@t obtain the Crown 
of Righteouſnels, which the Lord, that is a righteous Judge, ſhall 
give ro all them that love his Coming, 

Let us therefore receive with mcekneſs the word that is grafted 
in us, which is able ty fave our Souls, and ground our ſelves on the 
ſure Rock Chriſt , for as the Apoſtle ſaith, Orher Foundation can n0 
man lay then that which is alr.a 'y laid, which is Feſus Chriſt, if any man 
build on this Fowndation Gold, Silvcr, Pretions-Sones, Timber, Nay, Stul o 
ble, every mans work ſvall appear, for the day ſhall declare it, ana it ſhall 
be ſhewed in the Fire ,, and the Fire ſhall try every mans work what it is ; 
if any mans work which he hath bailded po abide, he ſhall receive a Re- 
ward. if «ny mans work bur he [ball ſuffer Loſt ; but he ſhall be ſaved hins- 
ſelf yet as it were through Fire, | 

By Fire here the Apoſtle underftands Perſecution and Trouble, for 
they which do rruely preach aud profeſs the Word of God, which 
1s called the Word of the Croſs, ſhall be r:iled upon, and abhor- 
red , hated, thruſt out of the Company, perſecuted, and tryed 
— the Furnace of Advcrſity, as Gold and Silver are tryed in the 

Ire, 

By Gold, Silver, and pretious Stones, he underſtandeth them 
that' in the midft of Perſecution abode ſtedfaſt in the Werd : 
By Timber, Hay, ar.d Stnbble are meant fuch as in the time 
of Perſecution do fall away from the Truth; and when Chriſt 
doth purge his Floor, with the Wind of Adverſity, theſe ſcatter 
away like Chaft, which ſhall he burnt with uaquenchable Fire, | 

Wherefore, my . eloved, yive diligent heed, that ye as living 
Stones be built upon this ſure Rock, and be made a ſpiritual Houle, 
and holy Preiftood, to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable 
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unto God by Jetus Chriſt , for we are the true Temple of God, and 
the Spirit of God dwelleth 1n us, if ſo be that we continue in the 
DoCtrine of the Goſpel; weare allo a holy and Royal Prieſthood, 
£0 offer up ſpiritual Sacritices and Oblarions. 

Aad thus I commend you, Brethren, unto God, and to the Word 
of his Grace, which is able to build you further, and to give you 
an Inheritance amongſt all tkem that are ſanQtified, beſeeching you 
to help me, and all them that be in bonds for the Goſpel ſake, with 
your Prayers to God for us, that we may be delivered from all them 
that believe not,and from unreaſonable and froward Men; and thar 
chis our Impriſonment and Aﬀiction may be to the glory and profit 
of our Chriſtian Brethren in the World, and that Chriſt may be 
magaihed in our Bodies, whether it be by death or by life, Amen. 
Salute me to all the faithful Brethren, let them hear my Letters, the 
Grace of our Lord be with you all, Amen, 

| George Marſh, 


 Inanther Letter dated from Lancafter the thirticth of Auguſt 1555, 
directed to his Friends at Mancheſter, he writeth ths, 


Confider what I ſay, theLord give us underſtanding in all things ; 
Brethren, the time is ſhort, it remaineth that ye uſe this World as 
though you uſed it not, for the faſhions of this World vaniſheth away ; 
ſee that ye Love not ths World, neither the things that are in the 
World, but ſet your affeQtons upon heavenly things, be meek, and 
long-(uftcring, ſerve and edifhie one agother with the gifythat God 
hath given you; bewareof itrange DoQrine, lay afide the old con- 
verſation of greedy Luſts, and walk in a Nzw Life, beware of un- 
cleanneſs, covetoulneſs and foollith talking ; rejoyce and be thank- 
ful towards God, and ſubmit your lelves one to another ; ceaſe from 
fin, be ſober and apt to pray, be patient in treuble, love each ocher, 
and let the Glory of God and profit of your Neighbour be the only 
mark you ſhoot atinall your doings; repent ye of the life that is paſt, 
and take better heed to your doings hereafter, 


Another Letter to «4 Frieyd. 


Grace be with you, and Peace bs multiplied in the knowledge of 
God, and Jeſus the Lord. After hearty Commendations and Thanks 
to you for your large token, but much more for your loving Letters 
full of Conſolation to me, as touching my perſon unknown to you, 
theſe {hall be to certifie you, that I rejoyce greatly in the Lord when 
I perceive to fee the minds of my Friends ſtirred up to bear part with 
me in this my coftly impriſonment, ſending me things not only ne- 
ceſlary tor this perlent life,but alſo comfortableLetters,cacouraging & 
exhorting me to continue grounded and eſtablithed in the Faith, and 
not to be moved away from the hope of the Goſpel, whereof accor- 
ding to my {mall Tallent I have becn a Miniſter; and duly Icall and 
cry unto the Lord, in whom is = my truſt, and without whom I 
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2). Mary. can donothing, that he which hath begun a good work in me, would 
An. 1555. $0 on with it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt, being ſurely certified in 
——— my Conſcience of this, that he will ſo do, for as much as he hath 
| given me,that not only I ſhould believe on him, but alſo ſuffer for his 
@& fake. The Lord ſtrengthen me with his holy-Spirit, that I may be - 
one of the number of rhoſe Bleſſed, which enduring to the end ſhall 
be ſaved. F 
And whereas you ſay that my ſuffering of Perſecution with Chriſt 
is a thing to you moſt comfortable : I anſwer, that in all my Adver- 
fities and Neceſlities , nothing on your behalf is greater Conſo- 
[:tion unto me, then to hear of the Faith and Love of others, and 
how they have good remembrance of us alwayes, even as the 
Apoſtle ſaid by the Theſſalonians : Now are we alive, if ye ſtand 
ſtedfaſt in the Lord, be ſtrong, let your hearts be of good com- 
fort, and wait ye ſtill for the Lord. he tarrieth not that will 
come; look for him therefore, and faint not, and he will never 
fail you, Yours» 


George Maſs. 


Fohn Cord. The next that ſuffered were Fohn Cordmaker,John warn Upholſter of 

maker, and Londen, John Araly and Fohn Simſou of Wigborrough 1n Eſſex husband- 

thxee other men ; againſt theſe four perſons many Articles were drawn up, for 

Martyrs. not eonforming to the Doftrine of the Popiſh Church accoriag to 
common courle ofthe Confiftory Court they were ſeveral times czl- 
led, and the Articles againft them read, which Articles were much 
alike againſt them all ; and for refuſing to recant they were all con- 
demned and burat about the Month of Aday. 


The Examinations, Sufferings and Martyrdom of Thomas 
Hawkes (called a Gentleman) written by himſelf. _ 
"IEEE The faid Thomas Hawkes, was condemned when Thomkins and 
Hawkes The reſt with him were condemned, which was in the Month cal- 
Mastyr. led February, but his Execution was not till the Month called Fure fol- 
lowing, and now coming in order to that Month it falls in courſe to 
wt ba, Tryals and Sufferings as followeth. 

As touching his Education he was born in Efſes of an hoveft Rock, 
and bred up a Courtier, his Perſon and Stature yery comly, and his 
mind engued with excellegt qualities, a man of a gentle behaviour, 
and of a fervent love to true Religion and goglineſs , he was alſo fin- 
gularly adorned with valour and courage, whoſe Example therein 
was a good preſident to the reſt of bis Brethren; and as it is recor- 
ded of him, few men ftood more gotably, or triumphed more glori- 
ouſly the this young man; for he was ſo wiſe inthe Cauſe of God, 
and oy ;n bis life, and fo conftant to the death, that he ſhined as 


#3.” 6 _ a Star moſt clear in the Church by his Example. But to the Relzti- 
on'of his Sufferings,his Trouble firſt began for refuſing to ſprinkle his 
Child after the Papiſtical manner, for which the Earl of Oxford (to 
whoſe family the faid Thomas Hewkes had not longibefore been a re- 

rainder) 
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cainder)being apprehended and brought before the ſaid Earl,he forth- (. Mary. 
with ſent him-to Boner to London, with a Letter, ſignifying his An. 1555 
Crime ; his Examinations and Anſwers before the Bifhop are very aa, 


long, and therefore I have thought meet to inſert only ſome of the 
chief or moſt principal maaters contaiped therein, 

Being brought betore the Biſhop, the firſt queſtion he askt him, was; 
hy he left his Child unchriftued ſo long ? 

Hawkes, Becauſe I am bound to do nothing contrary to the Word 
of God. | 

onner, hv. Bapti/om is commanded by the word of God. 

H:wkes, His Inſtitution therein I do not deny, 

Bonner, what deny you then ? 

Huvies, Ideny things invented and deviſed by men. 

Bonner, whit things are thoſe that ſo offend you ! 

Hwokes , Your Oyle, Sputle, Cream, Candle, and Conjuring 
Water. ; 

Bonner, Will you deny that the whole world and your fore-Fathers were 
conicnted withall! 

Hawkes, Nt my Father and all the World have done, I have ne- 
thing to do with, but what God hath commanded me to do, to that 
I ſtand. 

Bonner, The Catholick Church hath rawht it. 

Hawkes, What 1s the Catholick Church ? 

Bonaer, It s the Faithful Conzregation whereſoever it be diſperſed 
throughout the world, 

Hawkes, Who is the head thereof ? 

Banner, Chriſt « the head thereof. 

Haw'e.,, Are we taught in Chriſt, or in the Church now ? 

Bogner, 1» John, ts ſaid, he would ſend the Comforter which ſhould 


«4p you all things. 
awkes, I grant the Comforter was to lead into all Truth ; but thar 
was not to teach a New Do@rine. 

Bonaer, A/, Sir, you are 4 7igbt Scripture man, you will have nothin; 
but the Scripture z, there are a great number of your Country men of your 
Opinzon ; 484 451 him, if be knew one Bagget ? 

He {aid, Yea. 

W hereupon Begget ; by the Biſhops order was called ; the Bi- 
(hap telliag Hawkes, (ig mean time) that he was a proud ſtubbora 
man. | 

It ſeemeth ſo to you, ſaid Hawkes, becauſe I do not bow to you. 

Then Bagger appearing, the Bithop ſaid, Do you know this man ? 

Bazgct, Yes. . 

Biſbop, He refuicth fo have his Child Baptixcd after the cuftom new 
uſed in the Church, what ſay you Feit? 

Bagget.l ſay nothing therato ; ſaid the Biſhop, Ile make you tell ms 
whether it be laudable, and ought not to be uſed in the Church. 

Ba72ct. I beſcech you parden me, he is old enough, let him anſwer 
for himſelf. 

Bonner, Ah, Sir Knave, are you at that point ; go call me the For- 
ter, ſajzd the Biſhop, Thou fhalr (it in the Stocks, and have 2 
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Q. Mary. but bread and water; I percenecl have kept you to vc<)j ; Javel] 

AB. 1555, made thus much of you. and have I you at this point.? The Perter 

A nd being not in the way, the Biſhop tock him :fide, and bid ore of his 

| men talk with Thowas Hawkes the while ; v ho enquired of Hawkes, 
whom he knew in Eflex, and who were his Teachers ? 

Hawkes, teplyed, when Ice your Commiſhon Ile make you ag- 
ſwer ; and then returned the Biſhop again,and firting under a Vine in 
his Orchard,called for Bagger and Hawkes to him; and to Bazret he ſaid, 
How ſay you now to Bapti/m Onught i# to be wſed a5 now it 15 in the Church? 

To which Bagger faid, yes, it is good, | 

Bonner, 1 befool your keart. could you not have ſaid ſo before? you 
have wounded this mans Con'cience, Ther the Biſhop tarueg to 
Hawkes, and ſaid, How ſay you now, Sir, this may is turned, and Coy- 
wverted, 

Hawkes, T build my Faith ncither upon this man, nor upon you, but 
up-n Chriſt only. | ; 

Bonwer. | perceive you are a ſtubborn Fellow, Irmuſt work ano- 
ther wiy with you tu win you. 4 

Hawkes, Whatſoever you do, I am ready toſuffer it; for I am in your 
hands, ard muſt abide it. 

P:nier, Well z you 2re ſo, come on your wayes, you ſhall go in; 
and I will uſe you Chriſtian-like z you ſhall have meat and drink ; 
tut in any wiſe talk xot. 

Hawkes, Tpurpole to talk nothing but the Truth, 

Bonner, 1will have no Hereſie.ralkt on in my Houſe, 

Hawkes, Why, Is the Truth become Hereſic? - 

Bonner, If you will have my favour take my coun;el. 

Hawkes, then let your Dottors and Servants give me no cccaſion ; 
for if they do, I will ſurely utter my Conſcience. 

Aftcr Dinner, ſume of the Chaplains fell in diſcourſe with Thew,s 
Hawkes, and whilſt they were reaſoning, in camerhe Biſhop, who ſaid, 
Did not I, tve you a charge mot to tall? 

Hewhes, aniwered, Did not Idefire your Servants ſhould gire me 
no occaſioa ? 

ads hs Then went he into his Orchard, and tok his DoQors and Hawkes 
had been a With him « to whom he ſp3ke to this cect, 
whilein tic Bunner.# ll you be content to tarry beret 4nd your Chili fhall be baptized, 
Orcnard, g»d you (hall not ſee it, fo that you will arree to it ? 
they wentto pFwphkes, If 1 would have done (o. I need: d not to havecome to you, 
pe = \adth for I had the ſame counſet given me before. 
Hawke: with Bonner, Ds you #ot think that the Queen and 1 cannot command it to be 
them. dane in (prte of your Teeth ? 

Hawkes, lihall not queſtion what the Queen can do; but my con- 
ſent you get never the ſooner for tht. 

Bonner, #ell, you are a ſtubbory young man, Iperceive Imuſt work eng. 
ther way with you. 

Hawkes, Youare in the hands of God, and fo am 1. 

Bonner, Whaſvever you think, I would not have you ſpeak ſuch 
words to me ; thou art 2 proper young man, God hath done his part 
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unto thee, I would be glad to do thee good , thou knowſt thit 1 am Q. ary. 
thy Paſtor, and owt that ſhall anſwer for thee, if 4 donet Teach thee 1, 1555 
we A : Yen dy 
Hawkes, That I have ſaid I will and toir, God willing, there is ao 
way to remove it, 
Bonner, Nay, #4y, Hawkes, Thos ſbalt not be ſo wilful ; remember 
Chriſt L1d two go into bus Vineyard, the one ſaid he wonta,and went wot, the 
other ſaid he would not, and went, | 
Hawkes, The laſt went. 
Bowner, Do thou likewiſe, and I will talk Friendly with thee ; 
How ſayſs thou ;, It #« in the fexthof John, 1 am the Bread of Life, and 
the Bread that I will giveis my Fleſh, &'c. Do you believe this ? | 
Hawkes, 1 mult needs believe the Scripture. 
Bonner, Then 1 hope you are ſound concerning the Sacraneeut. 
Hawkes, I beſcech you put no more to my Conſcience then what I 
am accuſed of to you, 
Bonner, Well, well, let us go to Everſong, with that Hawkes turned 
his back to go out of the Chappel. | 
Bonner, by, will you net tarry ? 
Hawkes, No, I will not ; It will got edifice me. 
Thea ſaid the B:iſbrp, 7 pray you $arry, you may prey by your ſelf. 
He replyed, I will not Pray ia this Place, nor in no ſuch. 
Then ſaid one of the Chaplains, let him go, »y Lord, and he ſhall 
rot pertake with us in our prayers. 
Hawkes, I thiak my (elf beſt at caſe when Iam furtherſt frone 
Ou. 
So to prayer they went,and The. Hawkes walkt in a Court, between 
the Hall and the Chappel, till they had done, and then he was cal- 
led up into the Biſhops Bod-Chamber, where he examined him con- 
cerning the Sacrament ; ſaying, yu Tould xot bave your Conſcience ex- 
amined any further, thes in that you were accuſed of. 
Hawkes, 1 thought you would not be both my Accuſer and 
udge. 
= the Bifbep ſpeaking further of the Sacrament of the Altar. 
Hawkes (aid, I do not know it. 
Bonner, Well, we will wake you tow it, and believe in it too before we 
have done with you. | 
Hawkes, No, you ſhall never do that. 
Bomner; Yes, 4 Pavot will make you do it. 
Hawkes, No, no, 2 point for your Fagot, what God thinketh 
meet to be done that ſhall ye do, and more ſhall ye got do. 
Bonner, How [4y you te the Maſi, Sirrah ? 
_ I ſay it is Deftzble, Abominable, and Frofitable for no- 
thing. | 
_ » What nothing Profitable init ; what ſay you to the Epiſtle and 
Goſpel ? 
, At Its good, if it be uſed as Chrift left it to be uſed, 
Bonner, Well, 1 am glad that you ſomewhat Recant, 
D d Haykes, 


_—_— 


I 04 


_— 


Perſecuted by the Papiſts after the tim 


0. Mary. 
AN, 1555» 


NYC 


At tht ot. pt —_— 


y 


Hawkes, 1 have not, nor will got Recanr. 

Bonner, How [ay you to Confiteor ? | IR 

Hawkes, 1 ſay, it is Abominable, Deteftable, and Blaſphemy againſt 
God and his Son Chriſt, to call upon any, to turſt to any, orto pray 
to any but to Chriſt Jeſus. ; 

The next day he was brought befoxe Bowner, and another old Bi- 
ſhop ; ro whom Benvey ſaid, This young man hath a Child, and will 
not have it Chriftened, and was very angry with Tho. Hawkes, cal: 
ling him Fool. | 

Hawkes meekly replyed, ABiſhop eught te be blameleſs, ſober, dil- 
creet, no Chider, nor given to Anger, 

Then ſaid the old Biſhop that ſtood by, Alas,youpg man ! you muſt 
be taught by the Church, and by your Antients, and do as your fore- 
tarhery have done before you. 

Then ſaid Bonner, Ns, no.he will have nothing but the Scriptures, and 
them he under flands not , he will have no Ceremonies in the Church ; what 
ſay you to holy water ? 


Hawkes, I ſay toit as to the reſt, and to all that be of his making 
that made them. 


Bonner, why? the Scriptures allow it ; and we read that Elitha threw 
Salt into the water. ; 

Hawkes, It's ture, Eliſha threw Salt into the water, and the water 
became ſweet and good, which before was Corrupted ; when our 
waters are corrupted, if by throwing in your Salt you can make 
them ſweet and wholſome, we will believe better of your Cerc- 


. MONies. 


Bonner, Yow believe no DoeFrine but that which is wraught by Mi- 
racles, 

Hawkes, No, theſe tokens {aid Chrift ſhall follow them that be- 
lieve 1 me, they ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues, they ſhall caft 


out Devils, andif they drink any deadly Poyſon it ſhall not hurt 
them. 


Bonner, With what new Tongues do you ſpeak? 

Hawkes, Whereas heretofore I was with my Tonguo a foul 
Blaſphemer, afilthy Talker ; ſince I came to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, I have praiſed God,and given thanks to him : Is not this a new 
Tongue ? 

Bogner, Did you ever drink any deadly Poyſon ? 

Yes, that I have, for I have drunk of the Peftilent Traditions and 
Ceremonies of the Biſhop of Rove. 

Benner, Now yourſhew your elf to be aright Heretick ; you ſball 
be burnt if' you continue tn this Opinion, : 


Hawkes, Where prove you that Chrift or his Apoſtles did kill any 
man for his Faith. 


Bonner, Did not Paul Excommunicate? 


Hawkes, Yes; : but there is a great difference between Excommuni- 
cating and Burning. | | 


Bonner, Have you mot read of the Man end the Woman in the Aes 
of the Aoftles whom Peter deſtroyer * | 


Hawkes, 


BY 


of the Ap»ſtacy from the Truth. 


ICS 


m—— 


Hawkes, Yes, I have read of one Animas and Sopbrre his wife, 
who were deſtroyed for Lying agairſt . he huly Ghott, which ſerveth 
nothing to your purpoſe. 

After ſome other words the Biſhop went to Dinner, ard Hewhes to 
the Prrterc Lodge, 

After Dianer the old Biſhop by Boxners advice took Favkes into his 
Chamber, and fi:ting him down 1n his chair, ſaid to him, I wouid ru 
God I could do you {ome good,; you are a young man, and I would 
not with you to 80 too far. | 

Hawkes, 1 will bear with nothing that 1s contrary to the Word of 
God. 

And he looked that the old Biſhop ſhould have made him an aro(wer, 
but he was fallen faft aileep ; then Hz vkes departe 1 0:46 of the Cham- 
ber, and went to the Porrer's Lodge again. The next d.y Fechwim 
camo and diicourſed with him. 

Feckarm, How ſay y.u, Chriſt too! bread andirake it, and aid, tike, 
eat, this is my body, 

Hawkes. Is every word to be u1d-ritood as C\riſt pake it ? Chriſt 
ſaid, Iam 4 door. 4 Vine. Iam a King. a" ay, &c, 

Fecknam. Chriſt ſpate theſe woras in parables, 

Hawkes, And why Ipake he theſe in Þ rables more then when he 


ſaid, roke, eat, this is my Budy; for afcer che {ame phrale of {peech 


that he (aid che one, he ſaid the other ? 

Then Feckneam ſtood up, and faid ; Alas, theſe places ſerve no- 
thing for your purpole z 1 perceive you build upon them at Ox- 
ford. 
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Hevkes, 1 build my Faith upon no man, for if thoſe men, ard 18 


many mors {nould recant, and d-ny that they have (314 or d-5ne, yer 
will I and to ir, and by this .nall you know that I build my Faiih up- 
ONNO Man, 

Bouner, if any of thoſe recant, what will you ſay toit ? 

Hawkes, When they recant I vill mike you an aniwer. 

Then Fecknam departed, and Hawkes weut to the Porters Lodge 
again, 

, The next day Do@or Ehad{zy, and the Biſhop centered Ci'courle 
with him , he told Chadſey.this man is Stubburn and will a1 Chriſtca 
bis Child, but is againſt the Ceremonies of the Churc:1. 

Bonner, He thinterh there is no Church but in Eugl nd 42d Ger- 
many. 

Hawkes, And you think there is no Church but the Church of 
Rome, 

Chadſey, what ſay row to the Church of Rome ? 

Hawkes, Tay, itis a Church of a Sort of vicious Cardinals, Prieſts, 
Monks and Fryars. which I will never creditnor believe , after much 
more 11{courſe,Chadſey at his parting (aid, it is pity thou ſhould live, 
or any fuck as thou art. 

Hawkes anſwered, In this CaſeI defire not to live, but rather to 
die. 

The next day Chadſey was to.preack ia the Biſhops Chappel, where 
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0. Mary, Bonner would have had Thomas Hawkes ta have gone in to hear him, 
An. 1555 but he would not go into the Chappel, but ſtood at the Door, After 
>; Dinner, the Biſhop askt him, How he liked the Sermon. 

To whom he replyed, as I like all the reft, then ſaid the Bi- 
ſhop, it was made on purpoſe for you. 

Said Howkes, Tam forry he ſhould beſtow ſo much labour upon one 
—_ little regarded it. 

e next day, the Biſhop called him into his Chamber, and ſaid, 
you have been with me a great while, and you are never the better, 
but worſe and worſe, and therefore 1 will delay the time no lopger, 
but ſend you to Newgate. 

Hawkes, You can do me no better pleaſure. 

Bonner, why wonld you ſo fain goto Priſon? 

, Hawkes, Traly I did look for none other when came to your 
ands, 

Bunner, Come ow your wayes, you ſhall ſee what 1 have written , And 
then ſhewed him ſeveral Articles he had drawn up agaiaſthim; 
whereupon he thought be ſhould have been carried to Prion the aext 
day, and {o he had, but that he was kept till Dottor #:79 5/4 had 
ſome dicourſe with him ; who began toperiwade him concer- 
ning the Sacrament, and the Ceremonies ; and after much talk, he 
ſaid, That the Sacrament of the Altar was the / 2 Body that was born of 
the Virgin Mary, which did hang upoy the Crop. 

Hawkes, He was upon the Croſs both alive and dead; which of 
them wasthe Sacrament ? 

Harpsficld, Alive. 

Hawkes, How prove you that. 

, vs » You muſt believe, he that believeth not « conaemned 
already, 

Hawkes, John, ſaith, he that believeth not in the Son of God is con- 
demaed already, he does not fay, be that belicverth not 18 the Sacra- 
ment is condemned already. 

Harpsfield, There is no talking with you. | 

Then ſaid Hawkes, Why is the Roodloff ſet between the Body of the 
Church and the Chancel ? 

Harpsfield, You have askt « qneſtion you cannot anſwer your (elf. 

Hawkes, Yes, that I an, for this, l[aith one of your ewa Do- 
tors, that the Body of the Church doth preſent the Church Milli- 
tant, and the Chancel the Church Triumphant , and fo becauſe we 
cannot go from the Church Millitapt te tke Church Triumphanr, 
but that me muſt bare the Croſs of Chriſt, tkis is the cauſe of the 
Rooalofs being between the Body of the Church and the Chancel. 

Harpsfield, This is well and Clarklite concluded. 

Hawkes, As all the reſt of your D@Qrines, and o the diſcourſe cnd- 
ed, and Thema Hawkes returned again to the Porters Lodge. 

The next day being the firſt day of the Moneth, called Fuly, 
the Biſhop went to the Porters Lodge himſelf, and called Theme 
Hawkes to him; and commanded him to make ready to go to Priſon, 

and writ 2 Warrant, and ſent two men with him to the Gare-bouſe 
at 
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at Veftminſter y, inthe Warrant he writ to this effect ro une Keeper, 
to keep him ſafe Priſoner, and let none ſpeak with him ; for that 
(ſud he) he is a Sacramentary, and. one that ſpeaketh againſt Bip- 
tiſm, a ſeditious and perilous man ; ſome dayes after his com. 
mitment. the Biſhop ſent two of his men, to {ce how he did, and 
whither he was the ſame man fill; ro « tym he anſwered, 7 do like 
a Priſoner, andam not changed, They (aid, my Lord would be lad 
thar you ſhoulddo well: If he will do mcany goue, (>id Hawks, 
2t kima (uffer my Friends to come to me, (o the y departed, but Hawkes 
heard no more of che Bithop till the third day of the Moneth, called 
September following : And then Bowzer brought a charge ag1inſt bim, 
and required him to let his hand to it, but he refuſed, (ſaying, I (hill 
ſet my hand to nothing of your making or deviſing : then the Bi- 
ſhop1a great anger thruſt him on the breaſt, and laid, be world be 
even with him, and with all ſuch proud Knaves in Eſſcx. 

Hil. Y ou ſhall do no more then God ſhall give you leave: And 
as for hngs, 28d Railings, Icarc nor tor them, for 1 know 
the Mo orms ſhall eat you. 

Ziſhop, I e evenwith you, when time ſhall come. 

Hawkes, You have been even with {vine of us already ; you may 
in yourMallice deftroy a,man, but when, youu have done, you cannot 
do ſo much as make a finger, 

Bonner, If 7 ao thee any wron? take the Law 8 me. 

Hawkes, Seloman (aich, Go not to Law with a Judge, for he will 
judge according to his own honour, 

Bonner, Soloman ſaith, Give not 4 Fool an anſwer, and 1connt thee 
a Fool, and ſo doſt thou me, but God forgive thee. 

Hawkes, Thought 1s free. | 

Thea took Boner the Bill of Articles, and read it again; when 
he ſaw he could net have Hawkes hand toit, he bia h:m rake it into 
his hand, and give it him azain. 

Hawkes, What needeth that Ccremony ? It ſhall neither come in- 
to my hand nor heart. 

After theſe private Copferences between the Biſhop and Thomss 
Hawkes, the Biſhop ſeeing no hopes to win him to his Wicked Wayes, 
he was fully bent to proceed openly againſt him, and to that end 
cauſed him to be brought to the publick Conſiſtory ; where Bonner 
brought the Articles ( he refuſed to ſign) againſt him, che Bi- 
ſhop adding four more to them; to the which Hawkes anſwered 
publickly , then the Biſhop exhorted him tg return-to the Mother 
Church ; but in a conftant reſ(>lution he ſatisfied them he ſhould 
never recant, fo long as hz lived, wacreapon Boxxer paſt the 
Sentence of Death upon him ard ſhortly afcer he was delivered to 
the Sheriff of xſſex, and burac at a. Town called Coxha#?, 
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An Epiſtle G&z,ce Mercy and Peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Fe- 
__ by ſas Chrifs be alwayes with you all (My Dear Brethren and Siſters 
Fr we it the Lord Feſ#: Chriſt) for ever; and his holy Spirit conduCt and 
lead you in all your doings, that you may alwayes dire& your 
deeds according to his holy Word, that w hen ke ſhall appear to re- 
wardevery man according to their works, you may as Obedient 
Children, be found Watching, ready to enter into his Everlaſting 
Kingdom, with your Lamps Burning ; and when rhe Bridegroom 
half hew bimſelf, ye need not to be aſhamed of this life that God 
hath lent you, which is but tranſitory, vain, aud like uato a vapour, 
that for a ſbaſon appeareth, and vanitheth away , ſo loor paſſeth away 
all our terreſtial honouf, glory and felicity z Foy all Fleſh, ſaith the 
Prophet, * graſs, and all his glory as the Flower of the Field, wh:ch for 
4 ſeaſon ſheweth hey beauty, and 15 ſoon as the Lord bloweth upon it, 
it withereth away, and departeth, For 1n this tranſitory and danger- 
ous Wilderneſs we are as Pilgrims and Strangers, following the 
foot-fteps of Moſes, among many unipeakeable dangers, bebolding 
nothing with our outward man, but all vanities aud vexation of 
mind ; ſubjet to hunger, cold, nakedneſs, bonds, fickneſs, loſs, la- 
bour, baniſhment, in danger of that «dreadful! Dragon and his finfull 
ſeth, to be devenred, tempted and tormented, who ceaſeth nor be- 
ind every B»fb to lay a bait, when we walk awry, to have his 
pleaſure upon us ; caſting abroadl his Apples in all places, times 
and ſeaſons, to ſee if Adam will be allured, and enticed to leave the 
Liuing God, and his moſt holy Commandments, whereby he is aſ- 
fured of — life, promiſing the World ar will, ry all that 
will fall down in all Ages, and for a meſs of potragr {«!] and (er at 
nought the Everlaſting Kingdom of Heaven , io trail is Fleſh and 
Blood ; and eſpecially 77! is moſt ready to walk awry, when he 

is filled with all manner of Riches, as ſaith the Prophecr. 
Therefore I am bold in bonds (as intirely deſiring your everlaſt- 
ing Wealth and felicity) to warn you, and moſt hearuly deſire you 
to watch and pray, for our eſtate is dangerous, and requireth ocon- 
tipual prayer, for on the nigh Mountains doth not grow moft plen- 
of graſs ; neither are the higheſt Trees furtheft from danger, but 
fldom ſure, and alwayes ſhaken of every wind that bloweth ; foch 
4 deceirfull thing, ith our Saviour, is honour and riches, that 
Without Grace it choketh up the __ Seed ſown on. his Cren- 
tures, and blindeth ſo their ſeaing, that they go groping at noon-day 
in'darkneſs ; it raakerh a man think himſelf ſomewhat, that isno- 
thing a all ; for though for our honour we efteem our ſelves, 'and 
ſtand in our own light, yet whea we ſhall tand before the Lining 
God, tberc ſhall be no reſpeCt of perſons, for Riches helpeth not in 
the day of Vengeance, neither caa we make the Lord partial for 
Mopey ,z but as ye have miniſtred unto the Saints, fo thall youreceive 
the reward, which I am fully perſwaded and aſſured thall be plenti- 
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ouſly poured forth upon you all ; for the great goodneſs ſhewed to the I. Mal y* 
Servants of the Living God; and I moſt heartily belcech almighty As. 1555, 
God to pour forth a plentious reward upon you, for the ſame, and —Wwwuv;, 


that he will afſiſt you with his holy Spirit in all your doings, thar ye 
may grow, 2s ye have begun, unto ſucha perfeQtion as may be to 
Gods honour, your own Salvation. and the ftrenythring of the weak 
Members of Chriſt ; for though the World rage and blaſpeme the 
Elett of God, you know that it did {o unto Chriſt, his Apottles, and 
t» all that were in the Primitive Church, and (© it ſhall be unto the 
W orlds end. 

Whcrefore believe 1n the Light, while you have ir, leſt it be taken 
away from you , if you ſhall ſeera to negle& the great Mercy of God 
that hath bzen op=ned unto you, and your hearts conſented unto it 
that it is the very aud only Truth pronounced by Gods only Sog Jeſus 
Chriſt, by the good will of our heavealy Father ; therctore, I ſay, 
in the bowels of my Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, ſtick faft unto it ; let it ne- 
ver depart out of your Hecarts and Converſations, that you with us, 
and we with you, at the great day, being one Flock, as we have one 
Shepherd, may ariſe to the Life Immortal through Jeſus Chriſt our 
enly Saviour, Ames. 

Yours, in him that livcth forcrer, 
Thomas Hawkes. 


The Sufferings, Examinations and Martyrdom of Thomas Watts, 


The ſaid Them Watts, of Zillery Key, in the County of Eſſex, Lin- Thomas _ 
nen Draper, _—_—— for his gon- Conformity to bs hortly appre. F<: Mar- 


hended, he dilpoled © 
drem; and according to his expeRation, nor long atcer he was had be- 
fore the Judges at Chelmsford, where one called the Lord &'c<, ſpake 
to him to this effte, Watts, Yeu are broweht bither. becauſe you will 
mor obey the Queens Laws, and will not go to Church, xr hear Maſs, but 
have your Conventicles iu Corners, 

watts, replyed, If I have offended a Law, I am here ſubjeQ tothe 
Law. 

Then Foftice Prows ſaid to him; Watts, who firſt taught thee this 
Religioa ? 

watts, You taught it me. and none more then yon ; for in Xing 
Edwards Dayes, in open Seffrons you ſpoke againſt ctis Religion now 
uſed. calling the Maſs abominable,exhortiag people not to believe in 
it, but to belicve in Chriſt oply. 

Then f3id Juſtice Brown, whats Knave 1s this, to bely me to my 
face: Hereupon 4a letter was writ and figned by the Juſtices, agd 
warts ſent up to Boyner,as a Non-conformiſt ; what entertainment he 
received from the Biſhop at their private conference no mention is 
made of it ; but abont the beginning of the Month called 44ay, he was 
brought to the publick Confiftory, where Articles were objeed a- 
g:inſt him for denying the Sacrament of the Altar, and ſaying the Maſs 


was abominable ; being brought the ſecond time into the Conliftory z 
| the 


his Eftate for the benefic of bis Wife and Chil. Y* 


_—— 
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O. Mary. the Bithop counlelled him to Recant ; to which he anſwered, 7 a 

An. 1555. weary to live in ſuch Idolatry as you would have me to live in: He was 

<A ſeveral times afterwards brought before them, and continuing ſted- 
faſt in his Religion, which the Biſhop perceiving, fell to his laft and 
ſtrongeſt Argument, which was to paſs Sentence of Death apon kim, 
and delivered him to the Sheriff of Zoxdow; where be continued til} 
the ninth day of the Month called Fuze, and then was carried to 
Chelmsford, where his.wife and his ſix Children met him , to whom 
he ſaid, My Wife and Children, 1 muſt now depart from you, therefore 
henceforth knov I you no more, but as the Lord bath given you unto me, o 
1 again give yo + wnts the Lord, charging them ro fear and obey him and 
to beware of the abominations of Popery, and fo ſcaled his Teſtimo- 
ny ia the Fire. — ORD 

After this Waters there were three others ſuffered 1n this County of 
Eſſex, viz. Thom.ss Oſmond Fuller, Wiliam Bamford Weaver, Nichol us 
Chamberla Vyeaver, all of Coxhall , one and the lame Articles were 
objected agaioſt them all,viz. for denying the Sacrament of the Altar, 
Auricular Confeſſion, &c. according to the accuſtomed mangerthey 
were ſeveral times brought tothe Conſiſtory, where they were ſome- 
times flartered, and ſometimes threatened, to ſee if they would re- 
cant, after the ccemmon uſage of the Eccleſiaftical Court, and ar laſt 
were condemned as Herericks, and delivered to the Sheriffs, and 
ſhortly after were all three burned in Eſſex, 

Fobu Brad- The next that ſuffered were Fohn 8radford, and one Fohn Leaſe, 
fordand an Apprentize to a Tallow-Chandler ; the chief matter for which 
Fohn Leaſe they ſuffered was, for denying; the real preſence in the Sacrament, 
Martyrs. Auricular Confeſion, &c. 

The ſaid Fohn Leaſe, after he had been examined by the Biſhop, 
had the Articles of his Confeſfion ſent to bir to the Counter Priſon 
to ſign, after he hard them read, becauſe he could nut write, 1a ſtead 
of a Pea he took 2 pin,and prieking his hand (prinkled the blvod upon 
the paper, and bid the Mcſlepger tell the Biſhop, he had tealed them 
with his blood already. | 

The Words that Fohx Bradford (poke at the Stake, were to this 
effet; O England, England, repent thee of thy Sins, repert thre of 
thy Sins, beware of Idolatry, beware of falſe Anti-chriſts, taxe heed they 
do wot deceive you, Strait is the Way, and Narrow the Gate that leadeth 
to Eternal Salvation, and few there be that find it. 

This Fob» Bradford, during the time of his impriſonment, exerci- 
ſed himſelf in writing ſeveral conlolating Letters, not only to partjcu- 
ler perſons, but to ſeveral Towns and Counties where he had labou- 
red, ſhewing his great Zeal for the encreafing and ſpreading the moſt 
reformed Religion, earneftly exhorting all men, and tenderly com- 
farting the heavy hearted, confirming and encouraging all to continue 

 ſedfaſt in the Way he had taughtthem. 
reg oa Shortly after were four others burnt at Canterbury, viz, Fohn Bland, 
baſh E ry 'T" Toba Frankiſh, Nichol.is Shetterden, and Humfrey Middleton, all con- 
AMiddleton demned for theirdenying the real Preſence in the Sacrament. 
Marytr. Shetterden, being at firſt illegally commuted, when he was brought 


before 
_— 
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of the Ap/tacy from the Truth. 


b-turs tas Chit Pricits, and ex2miged upon certain Arricles, he ro- 
qired ©: [ze their Commillion, which they ſhewed, and rcad to him, 
whereby be yerceived that upon ſuſpition they might examine upon 
two Arieles, viz. * hether Chriſts real Preſence were in the Sacrament 
(io called) and 14ether the Church of Engliuid were Chrifts Catholick 
Chr), 

OV horeuprn 5h:tterden (aid, Thave been a Prifoncr thre2 quarters 
of 3 ycar, and as 1 thiak wrongfully, reaſ'n would theretcre that T 
iD uld anſwerto thoſe things wheretore I was firtt &:mmtted, =» 

Ti1c Su774.an laid, bis Commuiton v as, Ton # /* anſwer abre! ly, 
yea, 07 #7 9, ; 

S9-rrerder, This CommiTon was not general to examine whom 
you raild. hop pon juſt ſuſpition, 

Sur174n (ud, Tos are 'upeitrd, ad preſented to me. 

Sn:tterden, | require the Accatation may be thewed. 

Suftr. 1 ::32 not bound to [p, ow it, 

Shetterden, For what I have done I ask no favour ; butas Iama 
Subject, I r:quire Juſtice, 

Suilr, You are ſu 'b-ted. 

Shetterden, Prove your ſuſpition, or ſhew the caule of it. 

Suffr. Thou waſt caſt into Priſon for that cauſe. 

Shetterden, Becauſe T was Caſt into Priſon contrary to the Law of 
God; muſtI now to make me amends be examined up2a tulpition, 
wich -ut a cauſe, to hide all the wrong done to me betur2? 

Then ſaid che Biſhop. 7 wy ſelf do ſu(pett thee, 

Whereby, faid Shetierden ? 

Suffr, 1: 5 »- n44tter whereby you are ſuſpefted. 

Sh-tter {1-», It is not mcet for you to be my Accuſcrand my 
Judge : If I have offeaded the Law, let me be panith<d, I ask no 
tavour, 

Then fail they, Yor are offlinate, ani wil not anſrer. 

Sheirerden, Pecaule you greedily feck Blond, 1 will 2aſwer only to 
whit you have agzinſt me. 

Sulfr, 70, we jrek nit thy Blood, but thy Converſion. : 

Shetter ir OR. hat we (i 11 (ce, if you rſt Prove that Jou have as 
gainlt me b*tre you condemn me upon [ulpit0, 

Sh..rily after he was had befure the Bithop of #inchefer, 

Biſh-p, 1hire ſent for you, becaule 1 hear you are til Tedof Hereſs 'F 
and being cailed before the Commiſſioners, you will not anſwer, Mr ſubmit 
your (elf, 

Shetteydex, 1 did not refuſe to. anſwer, but did plainly anſwer, 
that'T had been in Priſon a long time, and I choight it was but reaſon 
that I ihould b: charged or diſcharged for that, and got to be examt- 
ced upon Articles, to hide my wrong imprifonment ; neither did I 
know any Iadi&tment againft me; ifthere were any, it could not be 
Juſt ; for I was not abroad fance this Law was made. 

Biſhop, Tet if yow be ſuſpected you ought to clear your ſelf, | 
: Shetterden, 1 thought it ſufficient to anſwer 80 my Offences, 

C, 


E f Biſhop, 


-- 
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0. Mary: Biſhop, 1f chow wilt declare thy ſelf, thou ſhalt go, and thes thow wayſt 
An. 1555 have awrit of wrong Impriſonment. 

A223, Shetterden, lam not minded to ſue, but require Juſtice gs be done 
me; and if Ihave offended the Law, let me be puruthed ; and after 
{ome other diſcourſe the Biſhop departed, 

Middleton being examined (who was one of the four burat at this 
time) concerning his belief.in the Sacrament, he laid, he believed in 
his own Ged, my living God, and no dead God. 

After their Examinations they were condemned by the Biſhop 
of Dover the five and twentith day of the Month called Fare 1555. and 
were delivered to the ſecular power, and all burat ia one Fire at 
Canterbury. 


Nicholas Shetterden, before bis death, prayed to this Effect. 


O Lord my Ged and Saviour, which art Lord in Heaven and Earth, 
Maker of all things viſible and inviftole, Jam thy Creature, and Work of 
thy Hands, Lord God look upon me, au other thy Pecple which at this time 
are oppreſſed of the worldly minded for thy Lawes ſake, Tea, Lord, thy 
Law it ſelf s mow trodden under foot, and mens Inventions exalted above it, 
and for that cauſe do I, and many thy Creatures refuſe the Glory, Praiſe 
and Commodity of thu Life, and do hoot ts [ujjer adver (ity, and to be bapi- 
ſbed, yea, tobe burnt with the Books of thy word, for the hopes (ake that 
is laid up tw ſtore ,, for, Lord, thou knoweſt, if we would ut ſeem to pleaſe 
men in thinss contrary to thy Word, we n:3:ht ty their perxiſſion enjoy theſe 
Comodities that others do, a4 Wife, Ch:laren, Grods, ind Frienas, all 
which 1 acknowledge to be thy Giftr,” given to the exa 1 fheuld ſerve thee ; 
and wow, Lord, that the Werld will not ſufjer me to enjoy them, except I 
offend thy Laws, behold, 1 zive unto thee my whole Sprit, Soul ard Body, 
1Tleave all the pleaſures of this life, in hopes of Eternal life, purchaſed by 
Chrifts Blood for all them that are content to ſufjer with him for the 
Truth. 


In the concluſion of bis Prayer he cryed, Lord Jeſs receive my Spi- 
rit into thy Hands, Amen. | 


Pare ' In the ſame Month, next after the ſuffering of the aforeſaid Ken- 
Hal ana fil men, fellowed the death and Martyrdom of xichole+ Hall Brick- 
Chriſtopher layer, and Chriſtopher waid of Dartford, both condemned by the Bi- 
Waid Mar- iÞip of Rechefter, about the laſt day of the Month called Fuze, upen 
tyrs. Articles much to the ſame effeQ as the Kentith mens were; As that 
they ſhould hold and maintain, thar in the Sacrament of the'Al- 
tar, under the forms of Bread and Wine, is not the very Body 
ang Blood of Chriſt ; and that the Maſs was nought and Abomt- 
Three o- nable. . | 
thers burnt Ta the Month called J«ly, three others were condemned by the ſame 
in Kent. Biſhop, whoſe games were Foar Beech widdow, fohw Herpols of Roche- 
er, and Margery Polly. | 


agg” wy The twenty ſecond day of the ſame Menth Derick Carver was burnt 


Lender | Us Lewis in the County of Suſſes, and the next day Fobn Launder was 
Martyrs. bk buro £ 
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burnt at Seng, 1n the ſame County, they were firſt apprehended {, yiury* 


by one Edward Gaze. as they were at prayer within the dwellirg houſe 
of the ſaid Derick Carver, and by lim ſcent up to the Cuuncil, who 
after examination, ſent them to Newzate, and uhortly atcer were ex- 
amined privately by Boxxer, who uicd many fiir words t) perſwade 
them to recant of their Religion, who when he 12w that way would 
not do, he cauſed them to be brought to the publick Conliſtory at 
Pauls, where the Beſhop firſt beginning with Deric Carver, cauſing 
his Articles and An(wers to be openly read, asking him, whether he 
would {tand to the ſame, to whom Dertcs replyed, he would ; for, 
ſaid he. your DoQtrine is Poylon and Sorcery, and if Chriſt were 
here, you would put him to a worſe death then he ws put to before : 
your Ceremoaies are beggerly, and your Auriculer Cunfeflion 1s 
very Poyl(on, 

The Bifh ip ſceing his conſtancy, and that neither his accuſturged 
flatteries, nor yet his cruel threatnings could once move him to en- 
Cline to their Idolitry, he pronounced his ulual Sentence ag. inſt him, 
and allo agai::ft F:hn Launder, and delivered ibem both to the She- 
riffs, who conveyed them to the atoreſaid places in Suſſex, v hu re chey 
were both burat. 

When Derick Carver came to the Stake he bore Teſtimony to the 
people to this eftc&, as followeth, Dear Breichren and S'/Pors, Wit neſs 
to you al, that I am. come to Seal with my Blooa Chr ſts Goſþe', iecaule 1 
kuow that it 15 true, and becat(e I will not deny here Gois Goſpel, andbe 
obedient to mins Laws, 1am condemned to ate z and he ſiid turcher, O 
Lori my God, thou haſt written, he that will 110r for, te wiſe. Children, 
Houſe, and 4! that ev:r he hath, andtake up thy Cro's. an! follow thee, i 
not worthy of thee , but thou, Lord, knoweſt that Ihive fr (aben allto 
come wants the, Lora have Mercy upon me, for unto thee I com:n« nd my Spi- 
rit, and my Soul doth rejoyce in thee, 

Art Ch::befter.about the ſame Moneth was burnt one Thom.rs Fre Fm of 
Goafto 1t 1.1 rae County of Surrey Carpenter, his Exiumination and Ar- 
ticles were much like Derick Earver and Fohn Lannder's, when the Bi- 
ſhop preſt him to recant,he ſaid, he would nt recaut for all the goods 
in London; I do apeal, ſaid he, to Gods mercy,and 11] be none of your 
Chucci, nor ſubmit my ſelf to the lame, and what I have Aid I will 
ſay again, and if there came an Angel from Heaven to teach me any 
othcrDoArine. then that which Iam now in,l would not Lelieve him, 
for which antwer he was condemned as an Heretick, and ſnor:ly after 
was burat at Chicheſter as before is mentioned. 


AB. I555. 
WIR 


Tho, Tveſon 
Martyr. 


James Abbies, a Young man, which through compaſſhon (of the p,,v, 44. 
Tyranny then uſed) travelled from place to place to avoid the peril bes Mastyr. 


of the times, bur at laſt happened to be apprehended, and to be 
brought before the Biſhop of Norwich, who examitiug of him con- 
cerning his Religion, and very {tritly charging him, ſometimes 
with threats, and other whiles with flatterics,perſwading him at laſt, 
the Young man did yield to their perſwaſions, although againft his 
Conſcience ; then'the Biihop diſmift him, giving him a ſmall piece 
of Money ; he was no ſooner gone.from the Biſhop, but _ Con- 
clenoe 
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7obn Denly 
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Martyrs. 


(cience began to work,and inwardly to be Accuſed, how that he had 
diſpleaſed the Lord,by cenſenting to their deluſions z whereupon he 
immediately went back to the Biſhop, and threw him: tis Money a- 
gain, ſaying, /repent that ever I conſented to your Wicked perſwafions, 
and received your Money : Upon this the Biſhop, with his Chaplins, 
fell a labouring to reduce him again, but all was 1n vain, tor he 
would not yield to them at all, but with conſtancy tufftered death 
for his Religion, being burntin Bury the ſecond day of the Moneth 
called Augnſt 1555, 

The next that ſuffered were Fohn Denly, John Newman and+ Pa- 
trick Packinzton, the manner of their apprehending was as follow- 
eth, 

One Edannd Terril a Tuftice in Efſex having been at the Execu- 
tion of certain Martyrs, met with Fohz Denly and Zohny Newman (buth 
of Maidſtone in Kent, travelling upon the way, aid going to vi- 
ſit their Friends ; upon fight of them, the {aid Terri/ (iulpefied rhem 
to be religious perſons, and cauſed them to bu apprehended, :nd 
ſearched, and at laſt ſent tkem up to London to the Queens Comnmuit- 
oners, who ſhortly after ſent thera to Biſhop Benzer, who, acccr- 
ing to his accuſtomed manger,would have per{waded them to recant ; 
to whom, Dexly ſaid, God keep me 1n the mind that] am in, and 
from your Counſel, for that you count HereſieI rake to be the 
Truth : Shortly after they were brought to the open Confiftory, 
where Articles were drawn up againſt themg.bur their unmovea- 
ble conftancy appearing, they were ſoon condemned for Here- 
ticks, and delivered to the Sheriffs of Zondiz, to ſee them Exc- 
cuted, 


The Chief heads of the Examination of John Newman, be- 
fore Dottor Tornton and others, are ts followeth, 


How ſay you to this, This is my Body which is given for you, 

Newman, [It is a figurative ſpeech, one thing fpok<n, and another 
meant, as Chriſt ſaith, I am a Vine, I am a Door, | am a Stone; Is 
be therefore a material Stone, a Vine, and a Door ? 

Docter, This is no ffourative ſpeech, for he ſaith, This is my Body which 
3s given for yew, and ſo ſaith, he not of the Stone, Vine, or Doer ;, but this 
js a figurative ſpeech. 

Newmas , Chrift ſaith, this Cup is the New-Teſtament in my 
_— if ye will have it ſs meant, then let them take and eat the 

up. 

Doctor, Nay, that is not ſo meant , fer it is «common Phraſe of ſpeech 
among our ſelves, we ſay to our Friend, drink a Cup of drink, and yet we 
account be ſhould drink the drink in the Cup. 


Newman, Why, if you will bave the one ſound erſtood, you muſt 
ſo underſtand the other. 


Thoraton, well, bow ſay you, is the Body of Chrift really in the Sacra: 
ment or no? 


- Newwssx, No, I believe it not. 
Thornton 
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Thoratog, well, will you ſtand to it ? | 4 Q V7 
Newman, 1 muſt needs ſtand to it, till I be perſwaded by a fur- = od 4 
ther truth, FE 


"© 


 Maay other Queftions Thornton asked, which for brevity ſake ars 
omitted,being not very material to be inſerted. 

About this time there ſuffered death for the ſame Cauſe ſeven per- 5;, perſons” 
ſons, viz. one Richerd Hooke, burnt at Chicheſter in Suſſex, and the burned at * 
other ſix were all burnt at Canterbury, viz, William Coker, william Canterbury, 
Hopper, Henry Lawrewce, Richard Colliar, Richard Wright, and williams and one at 
Steer ; the laſt fix were perſecuted by the aforeſaid Thornion Biſhop Cicbeſter. 
of Dover, for denying the real preſence in the Sacrament, and Auri- 
cular confeſſion, &c. Henry Lanrence being charged, for not putting 
off his Cap, when Mention was made of the Sacrament by the 
Su//ergan, the (aid Lawrance told them, It was not ſo holy that they 
nced put of their Caps to it, calling it an Idol, &c. Richard Wright, 
another of the Priſoners, being asked what he believed concerning 
the Sacrament of the Altar, he ſaid, he allowed not of it, nor of the 
Maſs, but was aſhamed to ſpeak of them. 

At this time the Priſons at Zonder began to be filled with the Ser- 
vants of God, many being daily committed, being ſent up to the 
Commiſſioners from one part of the Nation or' another, and now 
here is an account of Ten perſons ſent by the Commiſfioners, to Box- 
ner, at one time, as appears by the following Letter, 


A Letter ſent by the Commiſſioners to the Biſhop of London. 


After our hearty commendations to your good Lordſhip, we ſend 
you here John wade, iilliam Hale, George King, Thomas Leyes of 
Thorpe in Eſſex, Thom:s Fuft Hofer, Robert Smith Painter, Stephen 
Harwood Brewer, George Tankerfield Cooke, Elizabeth Warne and Foane 
Layſhford of London Sacramentaries, all which we deſire your Lord- 
fhip to examine, and tv order according to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
praying your Lordſhip to appoint ſome of your Offcers to receive 
them at this Bearers hands,and thus moſt heartily fare your Lordſhip 
well ; from Z:ndop this ſecond of Fuly, | 

Your Lordfhips loving Friends, 
Nicholas Hare, Richard Rea, 
William Roper, William Cooke. 


An Account of the znoff remarkable Paſſages «t their Exami- 
mation and Executions, are & followeth. 


Elizabeth Warne of London Widdow, her Husband being not long x12 gps, 
before her death, burnt for the ſams cauſe the was firft apprehended jarm © 
at a Meeting in Bew-Lexe, where ſhe, with others, were at prayer, Martyr. 
and was firſt carried to the Counter, and from thenoe t@ Newgate ;, be- 
ing brought before Bonzer, the common Articles uſally adminiftred 
to the Martyrs, and ſuch as had before ſuffered were objected a- 


zaiaſt her: In the cnd, being brought divers times before __, 
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and urged to recant, ſhe ſaid, do what you will; for it lamin an 
Error, Chriſt was in an Errox, upon which anſwer he condenined 
her as an Heretick, and ſhe was burat at Stratford-Bow netr Lendon, 
about the latter end of the Month called M:y, 1553+ 

George Tankerfield of . London, Cook, born in the City of York, 
Aged about twenty ſeven years, at his firft converſion, d3ing ſome- 
thing touched in his underſtanding z he deſired the Lord wonld 9p2n 
his Truth to him z according to his Requeſt there wis wrought in 
him daily a further deteſtation of the Maſs, and fuch [dolatrous RufF, 
{o that he did abhor the ſame, and his mind came more 4nd mnre 
to be enlightened, that at length ſuch a Flame was kin1'2d in hi. 1, 
that he began not only to reprove, and declare aginit lis own for. 
mer ignorant aQtions, but exhorted others to repeat, and t1 r271rn to 
the Truth ; but no ſooner did this good thing ſtir 12 him, >'41t the 
bad ſtirred-in his Adverſaries againſt him, who ſent one to his Hſe 
toapprehend him ; when the Meſſenger came for him, he was from 
home, .but the Meſſenger declaring to his Wife a Lye, ſ{1ying. chat 
he was come for her Husband to dreſs a Banquet for the Lord Pa-er ; 
the V/oman miſtruſting no evil in the matter, ſought our her Huſ- 
band, and acquainted him of the buſineſs ; the pyor min, whea 
he heard the Meſſage, ſaid, 4 Banquet Women, indetd its (ach a 
Banquet as will not be very pleaſent to the Fleſh, but Gods will be 
dene ;, and went home with her, where he was {oon apprehended, 
and had to Newzate: ſhortly after he was bramght co Ex1mination 
before Boyner, where the common Articles coacerning the S2cra- 
ment, and Auricular Confeſſion, &s, were obj:t:d 1g1int him, 
and for refufing to recant, Sentence was pilt agaiaſt him, a 14 ne was 
delivered to the Sheriff of Harrford-Shire, and burat at A/5;ous upon 
the 26th of the Moneth calted Awv2rſt 1555, 


The Sufferings and Examination of Robert Smith who Syf2re4 for 
the Truth in the Month called Atvatt 1555. 


Robert Smith, was brought to New*zte the fifth of the Month 
called November, by Fohn Mithew, yeoman of the 14rd, by order 
of the Council; this Swith firſt ſerved in the h11t'2 of Sir Tao ws 
Smith Knight, vg ace Proveſt of Exton, from :h21:2 1: was pre- 


ferred to Findſor, having there in the Colle:{32 a Clerk np of ten 


pounds a year, of ſtature he was tall and ſlender, 2:ivc 19at rnany 
things : In Religion he was fervent , atter hz h2d ace £4: the 
Truth, at the coming of Q1c2n Mi:ry to the Crown hs wis 4cneived 
of his Clerkſhip by her Yiſi:ors, and not long after w's ap7ceheaded 
and brought to Examination before Bonrer,as here foliuwech, writcen 


and teſtified with his own hand. 


of the Apoſtacy from the Truth. 


O. Mary. 
| The Pony heads of the firſt Examination of Robert Smith An. 1555. 
; efore Bijhop Bonner, writtew by himſelf, — WW 


About nine of the Clock in the Morning I was among thereſt of 
my Bre:hren, brought to the Biſhops houle, ang 1 firſt of all was 
brought before kim into his Chamber, to whom the Biſhop faid as 
followeth, after he had a:kud my Name, 

Bonner, How lon: is it aye ſi.:cc the t1me that you were confeſſed to any 
Pr. eſt e 

Sith, Never ſince I h:d years cf diſcretion for I never ſaw it need- 
fal, neither command f God to come to ſhew my taulcs ro any of 
thai ſinful nuraber, whom ye cll Pricſts, 

Bunner, Thou ſheweſt thy ſelf even at the firft chip to be arank Heretick, 
wh:ch being weary of patzting art entred into Divinity ,axd ſo fallen throuzh 
thy departing from thy wocatios into Herefit, ow 

Smith, Although lT have underſtanding in th-Faid Occupation, yet 
(I praiſe Gud) I have hd little need all iny life hicherto to live by the 
ſame, but have lived without the ſame, in mine own houſe, as ho- 
neftly in my vocation. as ye have lived ia yours, and yet uſed the ſame 
better then ever you uſed the Pulpit. 

Bonner, How leng is it 470 fiace you received the Sacrament of the Altar? 
and what is your opinion in the ſame ? 

Smith, 1 never received the ſame fince I had years of diicretion, 
nor never will by Gods Grace, neither do eſteem the ſime in a- 
ny point, becaule it hath -ot Gods Ordinance, neither in Name, 
nor in other ulage, but rather 1s ſet up and crefted co mock God 
wihal. 

B-nner, Do you not beiier'e that it is the very Body of Chrift, that we 
born of the V1r2in Mary, naturally, ſubſtantially, and really after the words 
of Conjecratien ! 

Sm th, 1 ihewed you before, it was none of Gods Ordinances, as 
you uſe it, then mich leſs to by God, or any part of kis Subſtance, 
but only bread aud wine erected to the uſe aforchaid ; yet neverthe- 
I.is, it ye can prove it to be the Body that ye {peak of, by the Word, 
I + ill believe 1t, ifnor I will, :$T do, accountit a deteſtable Idol,nor 
God. bur contrary to Gd and his Truth, 

Then after many raging words, and vain ObjeRAions, he ſ1id, There 
was no remedy but I miſt ve burned. 

$with, Ye ill; 9 nv more unto me then ye have done £9 better 
men then either + us b-t11 ; bur think a9: thereby toquench the 
Spirit of God neither thereby to mike your matter good; for your 
ſore 15 tr well ent» 2 healed (oprivily with Blood, foreven the 
very Children have all your deeds in derifion, fo that although ye 
parch up one place wth Authority, yer ſhall it break forth in fortyto 
your |hame. wy 

Then after much ado; and many railing ſentences, the Biſhop 
ſaid, throwiag away the Paper of miae Examination ; well, eves 


——— 
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0. Mary. 7m, by my T roth, even in good earneſt, if thou wilt go and be ſprives, I 
An. 1555- will tear this Paper ip pieces, 
AA Smith, To which I anſwered, jt would be too much to his ſhame 
to ſhew it to men of diſcretion. 

After which Anſwer, I was carried down to the Garden with my 
Goalcr, and there remained until my Brother Harwood way examined, 
:n4 then being again brought up before the ſaid Bonner, he demand- 
ed, if Iagreed with Harwood in his Confeffion, upon this Articles 
following, 

Bonner, what ſay you to the Catholick Church ;, do ye not confeſs there is 
one in Earth * 

Smith, Yesverily, I believe that there is one Catholick Church or 
fairhful Congregation, which, as the Apoftlc ſaith, is builded upon 
the Prophets and Apoftles, Chriſt Jeſus being the head Corner- 
Stone, which Church in all her words and works maintaineth the 
Word, and bringethghe ſame for hex Authority,and without it doth 
nething, nor ough{_>» do, of which Iam afiured, I am by Grace 
made a Member, 

Bonner, You ſhall underſtand, that 1 am bound, when my Brother 
offendeth, and will not be reconciled, to bring him before the Congregatios ; 
ow if your Church be the ſame, where may a man find it, to bring bis Bro- 
ther before the ſame. 

Smith, It is written in the As of the Apoſtles that when the 
Tyra:i:ny of the Biſhops was ſo great againſt the Church in Fury, 
they were fain to Congregate in Houſes, and private places, as they 
now do, and yet were they nevertheleſs the Church of God ; and 
ſeeing they had their matters redreſſed, being ſhut up in a Cor- 
ner, may not we do the like now adayes ? 

Bonner, Tea, their Church was known full well, for St. Paul writ to 
the Corinthians to have the man puniſhed 1nd Excomunicated, that had 
committed evil with his Fathers wife, whereby we may well perceive it 
4s & known Church, but yours & not known, 

Smith, Then could you not Perſccute it as ye do, but as ye ſay 
the Church of God at Corinth was manifeſt both to God and Paxl, 
even (o is this Church of Ged io Exgland, whom ye Perſecute both 
known to God, and allo even to the very Wicked, although they 
know not, ror will not know their Truth nor Converſation ; yea, 
and your ſinful gumber have profciſed their Truth, and maintained 
the ſame a leng ſeaſon. | 

Bonner, Well, Thou ſayeft that the Ghurch of God was only at Corinth 
when Paul writ unto them, and ſo will Iput in writing, ſhall 1? 

Smith, 1 do marvel greatly that you are not aſhamed to lay Snares 
for your Brethren on this manners, this is now the third Snare 
you have laid for me, firſt to make me confeſs that the Church of 
England is not the Church of Chrift: Secondly, to ſay it is net 
known: Thirdly, to ſay the Church of God is not Univerſal, but 
Particular, and this is not the office of a Biſhop, for if an Innoccnt 
had come in your way you would have done your beft I ſee to have: 

intangled him, 
Harpsfield. 


» 


_ 
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Harpsfield, well, Friend, quorch one of the Chaplains, you are no In- 0. Mary 
nocent, 45 appeareth, & x 
Smith, By the Grace of GodI am thatI am, and this Grace in me wal hg 
I hope is not vain. : 
Bonner, Laughing, ſaid, tell me, how ſayeft thou of the Chureh ? 
Smith, Ttold you whereuponthe true Church is builded, and I 
affirm in England to be the Congregation of God, and alſo in Om 
nem Terram, as it is written, their {ound is gone forth into all Lands, 
and that is the afflied and perſecuted Church, which ye ceaſe not 
to Impriſon, Slay and Kill: And in Corinth, was not all the Con- 
gregation of God, but a number of rhoſe holy and ele& People of 
God * for neither Pau! nor Peter were preſcant at Corinth, when they 
wrote, and yet were they of the Church of God, as many thouſands 
more, which alſo Commanicate in that holy Spirit. 
Bonner, what call you Catholick, and what call you Church? 
Smith, Catholick, is univerſal ; and Church, 1s a Congregation 
knit together in unity. | 
Thea after much like vain talk, it was laid to his charge, that his ' 
fellow and he ſpoke one thing ; whereof he praiſed God ; and was 
ſent again to the Garden; where after a while, as his Brother Har- 
weed and he had been togerher, came one of the Chaplains that much - 
deſired to commune with him, demanding firſt, if he were a Pri- 
ſoner. | 
Smith, T am in this fleſh a Priſoner, and ſubjeQt to my Maſter 
and yours ; but I hope yet the Lords Free-man through Chriſt 
eſus. ] 
Door, 1 do much deſire to talk with you lovingly le:auſe you are « man 
that I much lament, with many other ſweet words, 
To which Ianſwered, ſub melle lates venenwums and after much 
ado about his God, I compelled him to fay!, that it muſt needs 
enter into the Belly, and fo fall into the draught, to which he an- 
ſwered. 
Door, what deragation w.ts it to Chrift when the Jews ſpit in his 
Face ? 
Smith, If the Jews being his Enemies, did but ſpit in his Face, 
and we being his Friends, throw him into the draught ; which of 
us hare deſerved the greateſt Damnation? Then by your Argu- 
ments he that doth injury to Chriſt thall have a moſt Plentcous Sal- 
vation, 
Then ſtart he away, and would kave his humanity in comprehen- 
ſible, making a compariſen between our Soul, and the Body of 
Chriſt,briaging in to ſerve his turn, which way Chriſt came in among 
his diſciples the Doors being ſhut ? 
Smith, Although it be ſaid that when he came the doors were thut, 
yet have Ias much to prove that the doors opened at his coming, as 
ye have to prove he came through the door, for that mighty God 
that brought the Diſciples out of priſon, whick yet when ſearch 
came were found ſhut, was ableto let Chrift in at the door although 
it were ſhuts and yet it maketh not for your purpoſe, for they faw 
> WG hy, -=; 
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Q. Mary. him, heard him, and felt him, and ſocannot we tay yedo; ar which 
Az 1555. anſwer he made many ſcoffs, and departed, and we were earricd 
—WvV. into my Lords Hall, where we were baited of my Lords Band almoſt | 
all theday, until our Keeper ſecing their miſorder ſhut us up in a fair 
Chamber, while my Lord went 1ato his Sinagogue to condemn 
M. Denly and John Newman, 
Rob. Smith Then brought they up the Lord Mayor to hear our matter above in 


brought a- the Chamber, and 1 firft of all was called into the Chamber, where 
gain before 


| the Biſhop intended fo Sup, where the Lord Mayor being ſet, with 

_ -=4Y"3 the Bilhop, ard one of the Sheriffs, Wine was walking on every 
ves _ fide, I tanding before them.as an outcaſt, which made me remember 
"how Pilate and Herod were made Friends; but no man was ſorry for 
Foſephs hurt ; but after the Biſhcp had well druak, my Articles were 

{ent for, and read, and he demanded whether I {aid not as was 

written ? 
Smith, That I have ſaid, I have ſaid, and what I have laid, Ido 
' mean utterly. 


Bonner, well, wy Lord Mayer, your Lordſhip hath har d ſumewhat 
what a ſtout Heretick this is, and that bis Articles have deſermed death ; 


yet nevertheleſs, for as much 4s they do report me for 10 ſeek Blood, and cab 
me Bliody Bonner x whereas, God knewath, 1 never ſought any mans 
blu in all my life, 1 have flayed bim fromthe Conſiſtory this dey, whether 
1 might have brought him juſtly, and yet here before your Lord(bip 1 
deſire him toturn, and 1 will with all ſpeed diſpatch him out of trouble, 
and this I profeſs before your Lordſhip and ai this Audience, 

Smith, Why do you put on this fair viſor before the Lord Mayor, 
to make him believe that ye ſcek not my Blocd. to Civ-s your 
Murth ers through my ſtoutrels, as you cail it * Have yer had my 
Brother Tomkins before you, whole hand. when you had burned 
moft cruelly, ye burn allo his body, and not only h'm, bur a great 
many of the numbers of Chrift, men that feared G:d, and lived 
Vertuouſly, and alſo the Queens true Sub'ects, ard itcing to theſe 
Saints you have ſhewed (o little mercy, ſhail it ſeem ro my Lord, 
and this Audience, that ye ſhew me more favour, no.no,wmy Lord, 
but if you meam as you ſay, why then examine you me of that I am 
not bound to anſwer you unto? 

Bonner, Well, what ſayeſt thou by the Sacrament of the Altar, is 5t 
nt the very body of Chrift, Fleſh, Blood and Bone,” as it was Lorn of the 
Viroin? 

5 mich, I have anſwered that it is none of Gods order, neither any 
Sacrament, but mans own vain invention, and ſhewed him the 
Lords inſtitution: But when he was fo earneftly before the Au- 
dience, declaring that we knew nothing, bringing out his hoc ej? Cor- 
Ps meum to lay in my diſh, I proved before the Audience, that it 
was 2 dead God, declaring the diſtinction appointed between rhe 
two Creatures of Bread and Wiae, and that a body withour Blond 
hath no life, at which" Harpsfe/d found himſelf much offended, and 
took the Tale out of my Lords mouth, ſaying, 


Harpsfield, 7will prove by the Scriptures that you blaſpheme God in 
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ſo ſayinn, for it is given in two parts, becauſe there is two thing ſhewed> (). Marge 
that is to [ay, his Boay, and h's Paſen, «s ſaith St, Paul and therefore is the 45, 155 5. 
Bread his Body, and the wine the repreſentation of bis death and blood ſbed- LA, 
atng. 
Smith, You falſify the Word, and rack it to ſerve your purpoſe ; 
for the Wine was not only the ſhewing of his paſſion, but the Bread 
alſo; for our Saviour faith, ſo oft as you do this, do it in remem- 
brance of me; and St. Pa! faith, ſo oftas you eat of this Bread, 
and Drink of this Cup, you ſhall thew the Lords death till he 
comes ; and hereis as much reverence given to the one, as the 
, other. 
Thenroſle up the Lord Biſhip, and the Lord Mayor defired me Fo ſave 
my Soul, 
"To whom I anſwered, Ihope it was ſaved through Chrift Jeſus, 
deliring him to have pity on his own ſoul, aad remember whoſo 
Sword he carried. 
At which I was carried into the Garden, and there abodeuntil the 
reſt of my Friends were Examined, and ſo were we {ent away with 
many foul farewcls to Newgate again , the Lord Biſhop giving the 
Keeper a charges to lay me in Limbo, 


The Subflance of another Examination of Robert Smith, be- 
| fore the aid Biſbop. 


Upon Str#rday, at Eight of the Clock, I was brought to his Cham- 
ber again, and there by him examined, as followeth. 

Bonner, Thou Robert Smith ſayſt, that there is no C atholick Church 
here on Earth, 

Smith, You have heard me both ſpeak che contrary, and you have 
written itas a Witneſs of the ſame. 

Bonner, Yea, but I muſt ask thee this queſtion how ſayſs thou? 

Smith, Muſt you of neceffity begin with a Lye; it maketh mani- 
feſt that you determine te end with the {ame ; bur thers {hall no 
Lyars cater the Kingdom of God , nevertheleſs. 1: you will be an- 
(wemed, ask mine Articles that were written yeſterday, and they 
ſhall tell you, that I have confeſſtd a Church of God, as well in Earth, 
as in Heaven, and yet all one Church, and one maus Members, even 
Chri't Jeſus, 

Bonner, wel, what ſayeft th:u ts Auricular confeſſion, is it mot neceſ- 
ſary to be uſed in Chriſts Charch, and wilt thou not be ſhrivesof the Prief? 

Smith, It is aot needful to be uſed in Chriſts Church, as I anſwer- 
ed yeſterday ; but if it be needful for your Church, it is to pick 
mens purſes, and ſuch pick-purſe matters is all the whole rabble 
of your Ceremonies z for all is but money matters that ye 
maintain, 

Bonner, Mow art thou 4ble to prove that Confeſſion is « Pickpurſe mattery 
Art thou not aſbamed ſo to ſay ? 

Smith, 1 peak by experience, for I have both heard and ſecathe 
fruits of the ſame ; for firſt we ſee it hath been a bewrayer of Hop 
ecrets, 


—— 
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lecrets, and che ſecrets of other mens Coniciences, who being deli- 
vered, and glad to be diſcharged of thcir ſins have given to Prieſt 
great ſums of money to abſelve them, and ſing Maſſes for their 
Souls health, and begaa to tell him an Example of a Gentlemaa in 
Norfels, who being boundin Conſcience, through the per{walion of 
the Prieſt gave away a great part of whathbe had ; the which thing 
when his Brother heard, he went to London, and declaring it to the 
Council, how that by ſubtilty the Prieſt had robbed his Wife 8nd 
Children,he recovered a great part again.to the value of two or three 
hundred pounds; as I was relating this, the Biſhop ſaw it ſavonred 
ns to his purpoſe, but began to revile me, and ſaid; By the Maſs, if 
the Queens Majeſty were of his mind, I ſhould not come to talk before 
any man, 'ut ſhould be put into a Sack, and a Dog tyed unto the ſame, and 
ſo ſbouldbe thrown into the Water, 
Smith, To which I anſwered again, ſaying, I know you ſpeak 
by practice, as much as by ſpeculation; for both you, and your 
redeceſſors have ſought all means poſſible to. Kill Chriſt ſecretly, 
Witneſs 24. Hunz, whom your predeceſlors cauled to be thruſt in at 
the Noſe with hot burning needles, and then to be hanged, and {aid 
he hanged himielf, and alſo a good Brother of yours, a Piihep of 
our profeſſion, having in his Priſoa an Innocent man, whom becauſe 
ke ſaw he was not able by the Scriptures te be overcome, he made 
him privily to be Snarled, and his Fleth ro be torn, and plot away 
with a pair of Pinſors, and bringing him before the People (aid 
the rats had eatea him: Thus according to your Oath is #|i your 
dealing, and hath been, and as you taking upon you ihe Office dv 
not w't'04t Oaths open your Mouths, no more do you without 


Murther maintain your Tradiions 
Bonner, Ah you are x Generation of Lyars there is not one true Word 


that cometh out of your Mouthes. 

Smith, Yes, my Lord, have ſaid that Jeſus Chriſt is dead for my 
ſins, andriſen for my Juſtification, and rhis is ns Lye. 

Bonner, How ſayff chu Sraith, #0 the ſeven Sacraments. belirveft thou 
wot that they be Gods order, that is to [ay the Sacrament of &+:. 

Smith, As for the Sacrament of the Altar, and all your Sacra- 
meats, they may well ſerve your Church, but Geds Church hath 
nothing to do with them , neither have Iany thing to do with chem, 


ner you to examine me of them, 
Bonner. #hy i Gods order changed in Baptiſm, in what point ao we dif- 


fer from the ward of God? 


Smith, Firſt in Hallowing your Water, in Conjuring the ſame, 
in Baptizing Children, with Annointing, and Spitting in their 
Mouths, mingled with Salt, and with many other lewd Cere- 
monics ef which not one point 1s 'able te be proved in Gods 


order. 
- Bonner, By the Maſs,'this is the meſt unſbamfaced Heretick that ever 1 


heard ſpeak. 


Smith, Well ſworn, my Lord, you keep a good Watch. . 
OS. Bonner, 
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thee as well, I warrent thee, 

John Mourdant being by, ſaid, By my Troth my Lord, I never heard 
the like in all my life ;, but 1 pray you, my Lord, mark well hit auſwer 
for Baptiſm, he diſalloweth therein holy Oyatment, Salt, and ſuch other 
laudable Ceremonies, which wo Chriſtian man will deny, | 

Smith, That is a (ſhameful Blaſphemy agaiaſt Chrift, ſo to uſe any 
mingle- mangle in your Baptiſm. 

Bonner, believe, 1tell thee, that if they die before they are Baptized 
they ars damned, 

Smith, You (hall never be ſaved by that belief, but I pray you, 
my Lord, ſhew me, are we ſaved by Water or by Chriſt ? 

Bonner, By both, | | 

Smith, Then the Water died for our Sins, and ſo muſt you ſay, 
that the Water hath life, and it being our Servant, and created for 
us 15 our Saviour ? 

Bonger, why, how «nderſtandeft thou theſe Scriptures, except 4 man 
be born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God? And again, ſuffer, ſaith owr Saviour, theſe Childres ts come unto 
me, if thou wilt not ſuffer them to be Baptized, after the laudable order, 
thou letteffl them to come unty Chriſt, 

Smith, Where you alleadge, except a man be: born, &c, And 
will thereby prove the Water to ſave, The Apoſtle asked the 64/4- 
thians, whether they received the Spirit by the deeds of the Law 
or by the Preaching of faith And where you ſay, Ilet the Children 
from coming unto Chriſt, it is manifef by our Saviours Words, 
that you ler them to come, that will got ſuffer them to come, with- 
out ? = neceſlicy of Water, for he ſaith ſuffer them to come unto me, 
and not unto Water ; and it is nat, ſaith St, Peter, the waſhing away 
of the filth of the Fleſh, butin a good Conſcience converteth unto 
God ; and to prove that the Water only bringeth not the holy Ghoſt, 
it 1s written that Simon received Water, and would. have received 
the holy Ghoſt for Money ; and many received tae holy Ghoſt before 

Baptilm, and to Judge Children damned rhat be not Baprized, it is 
Wicked. 

Mordant By onr Lady, Sir, but Tbelieve that if my Child aye without 
Water he s damned. 

Bonner , Tez, and ſo do 1, and all Catholick men, :00d Maſter Mordant, 

Smith, Well, my Lord, ſuch Catholick, ſuch Salvatiqn. 
Bonner. Well, Sir, what ſay you to the Sacrament of Or ders, 
Smith, You may call it the Sacrament of Miſorders, for all orders 
are appointed of God, bur as for your Shaving, Anointing, Grea- 
ſing, Poling and Roynadzpz, there are no ſuck things appointed in Gods 
Book, and therefore I have nothing to do to believe your orders; 
and as for you, my Lord, if you had grace, or intelligence, you 
would oet ſodiſ-figure your ſelf as you do. , ; 

Bonner, Sayft thou ſo new, by my Troth, and 1will go ſhave myſelf t0 
gnger oe z withall, defiring me before he went.to anſwer to theſe 

rticles, | 


T1 Bonner, 


— 


onner, well, Mr. Controler, yew caich me at my wards, Lut Inellwatch 0. Mary 
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Bonner, What ſay you tothe boly Brean and holy Waker, Js the Seer a- 
we1t of Anointing , and to all the ref of ſuch Ceremonies of the 
Church? © 

Smith, 1fay they be Baubles for Fools to play withall, andnet for 
the Children of God to exerciſe themſelves in, and therefore they 
may £0 among the refuſe, 

Then went away M, Adordenr, and my Lord went to ſhaving, 
leaving there certaia DoCtors, as he called them, to aſſay what ch 
could do, of whom I was baited half an hour; of whem I asked 
this queſtion, where were all you ia the dayes of King Edward, that 
yau ipake not that wE:.h you ſpeak now ? 

Dufter, we were in Gagiand. 

Smith, Yes, but then you H:d the Faces of men, but gow you 
have put on Lyogs Faces again ; you ſhew your ſelycs as full of ma- 
lice as may be, for you have for every time a yiſor , yea, andifano- 
ther King Edward thould ariie, ye would then ſay down with the 
Pope, for he is Agtichrift ,znd fo ares his Angels, 

Then they reviled me, and had me away, but brought me 
before them again, and one of them asked me, if 1 4jallowed con- 

eſſlin. by : 
f Smith, To whom I anſwerd, look in my Articles and they will 
ſhow you what I allow. -. 

Fog OF, In your Articles you eofeſs that you abow not auricular Cog 

efſion, © 
n Smith, Tallow it not, becauſe the Word alloweth it not, gor com- 
mandeth it not. One | 
p Detter, Why, it is written, thou ſhalt not bide thy Sins and Of- 
enes, ORE 

Smith, No, 1 do not, when I confeſs them to Almighty God. 

DoCtor, why you cennet ſey that you ean hide them from God, and there- 
fore your muſt under ftend the words are ſpoken ts be uttered te thews that ds 
pot know them, - 

Smith, You have made a gocd anſwer,then muſt the Prieft coafe(s 
himſelf co me, -as I to him, for Iknow his faults and ſccrecis mo 
more then he kaows mine; and Devid ſaid, I will coofels my Sins 
unto thee, Lord: And after ſome more words paſſed between me 
and the DoQors, came in the Biſhop from ſhaving, and asked gye, 
How 1 liked him? © 


k Smith, Forlooth,you are even 25 wilt as you were before you were 
12VCg, | 
Bonner, ell, Kew flendeth it, Mafter Doftors, have you dong any 
90d? | 
F Dottor, Ne, by my Froth, »»y Lord, we can do n good. 
Smith, Then it is fulfilled which is written, How can an evil Tree 
bring forth good Fruit ? 

wr gh Nay, naughty fellow, 1 ſet theſs Gentlemen to bring thee hyme 
#8 Chriff. I. 

Smith, Such Gentlemen, ſuch Chrifts, «nd as truly as they kive 
that Nams frem Chrift, ſo truly dothey teach Chriſt, 


Foraer, 
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Bonner, Well, wilt thou either hear them nor me, 


me to follow you, 


Bonner, ef, chow ſhalt be burit «t « State in Smithfield, if thou 


wilt not turn, ' 

Smith, And you ſhall burg in Hell, if you repent not. But, my 
Lord, to put you out of doubt, becauſe Iam weary, I will rain 
Curteſie with you; I perceive you will aot with your Daftors 
come unto me, aad I ama not determined to come unto you, by Gods 
Grace, forI have hardned my Face againſt yeu, as bard as Braſs. 
Then after many railing ſeatenices, I was ſent away : And thus 
have I lcft the Truth of my Anſwers in writing, being thereunto de- 
fired by my Friends, that you may ſee how che Lord hath, accor- 
dizg to his promiſe, given me a Mouth and Wildom to an- 
ſwer in his Cauſe, for which I am ceademned and my Caule nor 
heard. | 


The Subſtance of the laſt Examination of Robert Smith before 
Biſpoep Bonner, with bis Condevmation inthe Confitory, 


The ſecond day of F«l{y I was with my Brethrea brought into the 
Confiſtory, and mine Articles read betorc the Mayor and the She- 
riffs, with all the Aſſiſtants, unto which I aniwered as tu}low- 
cth. 

Bonner, By wy faith, my Lord Mayor, 1 have ſhewed hin i! much fa. 
vV0ur 45 auy man living micht do, but I perceive all is loſt, both in hing 
awd all his Company, 

Smith, Atthis word, which he coupled w ith an Oath, came I in, 
and ſaid, my Lord, it is written you muſt aot Sware. 

Bonner, Av, Mafter Controler, are you come, Lo, my Lord Mayor, 
this is Maſter Speaker, pointing, to my Brother Tankerheld z «nd this is 
Aafter Controler, pointing te me, and then begas to read wy Articles, 

Swith, I require you, my Lord, in Gods bekalt unto whom pre- 
taineth your Sword and Juſtice; that I may kcre before your pre- 
ſence an{wer to #hels ObjeCtians that are laid againſt me, and if any 
ones can be proved Herefie that I have ſaid, I will recant betore this 

uditory, X 

Moves why Smith thou canft wot deny but this thou ſaydcſt, 

S$with, Yes, 1 deny that which he hath written, becaulc he bath 
both addcd to, and diminithed from the ſame yz but what I have ſpoken 
I will aover deny. 

P why, thin ſpeateſt azainſk the bleſſed Sacrament of the 
tar, 

Smith, I deniedit to beany Sacrament, and I do ftand here to make 
proof thereof, and if my Lord here, or any of his Doors, be able 
to proyc bither the name or uſage of the ſame, I will recagt mine 
8ITQT. < 

Then ſpake my Brother Tenkerfield, and defended the probatio 


Oo {Va ar) . 
Smith, Yes I am compelled to hear you, bur you cannot compel 4;, i555 
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0. Mary, of _— which they called Herefic , unto which the Biſhop an- 
; : {were | # | 
ger 1] Bonner, By my troth, Maſter Speaker, you ſhall Preach at a Stake, 
- Smith, Well (worn, my Lord, you keep a good Watch. 

Bonner, YYell, Maſter Controler, 1 4ms no Sains. 

Smith, No, nor yet good Biſhop, for a Biſhop, ſaith St. Paul, 
ſhould be faultleſs, and a dedicate Vellel uato God ; and are you not 
aſhamed to fit in Judgment, ape be a Blaſphemer, condemning Inno- 
cents ? | 

Bonner, YFel, Maſter Controler, you are faultleſs. 
Note the Smith ſpeaking to the Mayor, ſaid, I require you in Gods name, 
faid Robert that I may have Juſtice ; we are here this day a great many Inno- 
Smih be- cents, that are wrongfully Accuſed of Hereſic, and I require you, 
ing charg- if you will not ſeem to be partial, let me have no more favour at 
wer = your hands, then the Apoſtle had at the hands of Feffa and Agrippa, 
vickos ro] who bcing Heathens, and Infidells, gave him leave nut cnlyto 
ing to the {peak for himſelf, but aiſohcard the probation of hi: Cauſe, this 
Mayor, faid, Tequire Iat your hands, who being a Chriſtian Jucge, I bupe will 
not deny me that right which the Heathen have ſuffered; if ye do, 
then (hall all this Audience, and the Heathen ſpeak ſhame of your 
fat; fora City, faith our Saviour, that is builded on a hill cannot 
be hid ; if they therefore have the Truth, ler it come to light; for 
all that well do come to the Light, and they that do evil hate the 

Light. 

hen the Mayor hanging down his head ſaid pothing; but the 
Biſhop told kim he ſhonld preach at a Stake, and ſo the Sheriff cryed 
with the Biſhop, Anay with him, 

Thus came he before them four times, deſiring Juſtice, but could 
have none, and at length his Friends requiring, with one voice, the 
ſame, but could not have it, they had Sentence, and then being 
carried out, were brought in again, and had it every men ſeve- 
rally given. 

| But before the Biſhop gave Sentence on Richard Smith, he told 
him in deriſion of his Brother Taxkerfield, a Tale between a Gentle, 
man and his Cook. 


\ 


To which he an(wered, you fill the Peoples Ears with Fantaſies, 
and fooliſh Tales, and make a laughing matter at Blood ; bur if you 
were a true Bilhop, you ſhould lcqve theſe railing Sentences, and 
ſpeak the Words ef God. : 


Bonrer, well 1have | nk to that nanghty fellow; Maſter Speaker, 


Jour Companion the Cook, that my Ceancelloy ſhen' here inflruct him, 
but he hath here with oreat diſdain forſaken it. How ſazſt thou, wilt thoy 
have him inſir«t thee, and lead thee in the right way? 
Smith, If your Chancellor ſhall do me- any good. ard take any 
ains, as you ſay, lethim take mine Articles in his hangs that you 
hoe objeCted againſt me, and either prove one of them Hcreſie, or 
any thing that you dots be good, and if he be able ſo todo, I ftand 
her@with all my heart to hear him ; if not, I haveno need, I praiſe 
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God, of his Sermon , for I come to anlwer for my life, and not to 
hear a Sermon, 

Then began the Sentence in Dei Nomine., 

To which Smith anſwered, that he began ina wrong name, re- 
quiring of him, where he learned in Scriptures to give ſentence of 
death againft any man for his Conſcience fake. 

To the which he made ne anſwer, but went forward to the end y 
and immediately eryed, Away with him, 

Then Smith turned co the Mayor and Sheriffs, ard ſaid, Is it not e- 
nough for you, that ye have left the ſtrait way of the Lord, but that, 
you muſt condemn Chriſt cauſleſs, 

Bonner, well, Maſter Controller, now you cannot ſay but Thave offer- 
ed you fair to have Inſtruction; and now I prithee call me bloody Biſhop, 
and [ay Iſcek thy Blood. 

Smith, Well, although neither I, nor any of this Congregation, 
do report the truth of your faQ, yet ſhall theſe Stenes cry it out, ra- 
ther then it ſhall be hidden, 

Bonner, Away with him, away with him, Woodrofe, Away with 
him, take him away. 

Smith, Well, good Friends, ye have ſeen and heard the great 
wrong that we have received this day, and ye are ll Records, that 
we have deſired the probation of our cauſe by Gods Book, and it hath 
not been granted, but we are condemned, and our cauſe not heard ; 
nevertheleſs, my Lord Mayor, foraſmuch as here you have exerciſed 
Gods Sword caalleſs, and will not hear the right of the poor, I com- 
mit my cauſe to Almighty God, that ſhall judge all men according 
unto righr, before whom we ſhall both ſtand without Authority, 
and thefe willI ſtand in the right to your great confuſion except 
you repent, which the Lord grant you to do, if it be his will ; 
and then was I, with the reſt of my Brethren, carried away to 
Newg-te, 


Thus, gentle Reader, as neer as I can, Ihave ſet out the Truth of 
my Examiaation, and the verity of mine unjuft condemnation for 
the Truth, deſiring Ged that it may not be laid to the chorge of thee, 
O Enzland, Tequiring your hearty prayers unto God for kis Grace 
and Spirit of boldneſs, with hope even ſhortly ro {et to my Seal 
at Uxbridge, the eighth of Auguſt, by Gods Grace, pray that it 
may be to his honour, my Salvation, and your Cenlolation, I pray 
you E 

Da gloriam Des, | 
Robert Smith, 


Thus, Reader, thou haſt a full Relation of the Chriſtian fortitude 
and valour of this faithful Martyr, who fo valiantly and manfully 
ſtood in the defence of his Mafters cauſe ; and as thou ſeeft him here 


boldly & Examination before the Biſhop, and DoCtors, ſo was 
heno leſs Mhfortable alſo in the Priſen among his Fellows, who be- 
ing t Priſoners in Newgate, did daily pray and exhort one 

VB K k another, 


V. Mary, 
AR. 1555 
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Q. Mary. another, and his care was nor valy tor thole 1u the 120 Priton with 
An. 1555. BI, but-for other Priſoners, to whom he [cnt ſeveral good Epiſtles 
AL of love and Exhortation; and many were converted by him 


from the laiquity of the times, ſome of which Epiltlcs are as fol- 
loweth. | 


O Te that Love the Lord, ſee that yg bate the thing that is Evil, 


A Letter of Robert Smith's to bis Wife in Mectre. 


you m— He God that giveth Life and Light, and leadeth into reſt, 
good Ex- That breaketh bonds, and bringeth out the Poor that are oppreft, 
hortations, And keepeth mercy for the Meck, his treaſure aud bis ftore 
written by Encreaſe thy Life iz perfeit Love, both wow and evermore ; 
K. Smith. That 45 thou baft begun to ground in Faith and fervent Love, 
Thou mayſt be made # mighty Mownt that never may remove, 
That thine en/ample may be ſheacd among «ll thine excreaſe, 
That they may live and learn the like, andpaſs their tive in peace, 
Thy Salutations that were ſent, Iheartily retain, 
And ſend thee ſeventy times as much to thee and thine again, 
And for becauſe I know the Gold that they deſt moſt defire, 
Iſend thee here « paper full, « fined in the Fire, 
in hope thaw wilt accept it well, although it be tut jmall, 
Besauſe I have none ether good 50 Js 4 amends withill, 
Far all thy free and friendly fatis which thy good will hath wrought, 
1 ſend thee ſurely for « ſhift the thing that coft me nought ; 
Al flaim from all ungoaltzeſs, in dread direct your dayes, 
Poſſeſs not ſin in any wiſe, beware of wicked wayes 
| Hold faft your Faith unfeignealy, build x; you have begun, 
, And 4rm y.ur ſelf in perfett Faith tods us you have done, 
F Left that the wicked maire 4 mock that you have took inhand, 
In leaving of the ny ot Rock to build upon the $:34 ; | 
Beware theſe fil:hy Phariſees, their building # in Bloed, 
_ Eut notwith themin any wiſe, their Ixauen i not good, 
Their Salt us all unſa:ory, and under peta intents 
They maintain all their *navery, and murther Innocents ; 
They ſeek ts ſet in Chriſts ſeat, and put him out of place, 
And make all means that may be made, hu doings to deface 
They keep him down with Bills aud Bats that made the blind toſee; *% 
They make a God for Mice and'R «bias [ay the ſame i« he ,, 
They ſhew like Sheep, and ſweat like Wolves, their baits be «ll for Blood 
They kill and flay the feple Souls, and reb them of their good , ; 
The dark illufions of the Devil hath dimmed ſo their Eyes, 
That theycannot abide the Truth ts ſtir in any wiſe x 
AfAnd if you keep the perfect ath, (45 4 have hope you ado) 
Tow ſhelt beſure to have (ſuch ſhame, as they can put you to, 
For ell that lead « goody life ſhall ſurely ſuffer loſs, 


Andghe the world will ſeek their ſhame, and make thens wn 5 
Te 
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re (ball be kild ſaith Chriſt your ſorrows ſhall not c: «ſt, Q. Mary, 
And yet in your affliftions, 1am your perfect peace x An. 1555 
For in the World you ſhall have ws, becauſe you are unknown, ANY, 


And for becauſe you hate the World, the world will love bis own. 

ervent therefore to the death againſ all their Decrees, 

704 ſhall ſurely fizh? for thee againſt thine Enemies : 

Comput thy cauſe unto the Lord, rewenge ut any evil 

AnWhes (halt lee the wicted want, when thou fbalt hare thy will, 

For A 1ffliitions that may fall. that they can ſay or do, 

They are not ſire of the wealth we ſhall attain unto , 

For 1ha:c ſeenthe ſinners ſpread their branches liks a bay, 

And yet ere one conld turn his head were withered tlean away ; 

Beware thit money make you not in riches to ariſe 

Againſt the goodneſs of the Lord, among the worldly wiſe ; 

For many miſchief it hath made, that may not be expreſt, 

And many evils it hath begun, which may not be reavreſt z 

For money make thmany one, tn riches torebel z 

And be that mal:th Gold a God, he hath & Soul to ſell, 

It miketh Kings to kill 4nd ſlay, and waſte their wits in war, 

In leaving of the Wolf at home, to hunt the Fox afar : 

Avd where they ſhould ſee Fuſtice dont, and [et their Realm in reſt, 

By money ihey be made 4 mean, to ſee the ! ye oppreſt ; 

It maketh Lords obey the Lans that they a+ ill and nov ht ; 

It maateth Biſoops luck the Bl 01, that God hath dearly bought x 

And where they ſhould be faithfal Friends, and Fathers to the Fleck, 

By wooney they ao turn about even like « Weatber-Cock : 

The Pri:jt doth mate a money mean, to have a94in his Whores, 

ToP.it <vay he weddrd wife and Chilesren ont of doores : 

It ho{deth back the Husband man, which may net be farborn, 

An4 wvi'l not ſujfer him ta ſow and caft abroad bus Corn ," 

Inlike ca/e. it doth let again, when that the Seed they ſow, 

It choa&c.h up the Corn apain, ſo that it cannot grow ; 

The H:ibatrza he would have 4 wife, with Nobles new and old, ? 

The #1/e weuld have the Hurband hand, that fhe might have his Gold, 

It -a4"etl Myrthers many 4 0ne. andbeareth much with Blood, v \ | 
%. 


\ 


Th- Chil? woald ſee the Parents lain to ſeize upon their good : | 
An the: it be a bleſſed thivg, created in the kind, = | 
It ts a +:-ifſ ry evil aunexed to the mind Y 
For who /» playeth with ths pitch, his fingers are defild, 

Ana he txt wateth Gold a Cod, ſpall ſurely br bezuild : 

Be fri-14ly to the Fatherleſs, and all that arg oppreft, 

Aff rhems slwayes out of h1n14, and ſee them (et at reſt ; 

In ll your doings, and your aceds,” let mercy ſtill remain s 

For with the meaſure that you meet, ſhall ye be met again z 

Be alwayes lowly :# your life, let love enjoy her 0w.2, Ps, 
The higheſt Trees ere ſeldom ſure, and ſooneſt overthrown, ; 
The Lyors lack and ſaffer fore is Hunger and in Thurſt, 
Ad the y thet de oppreſs the poxr continus ftill accurſt ; 
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0. Miry, The Bee i but a little Beaſt in body and in ſight, 
An. 1555, Andyet fhe bringeth more encreaſe then either Crow or Kite ; 
WS Therefore Leware in any wiſe keep well your watch alway, 


Be ſure of Oyl within your Lamp, let not your light decay ; 

For deat * vs them that lack, and hateth them that have, 

And treadeth down the rich and poor, together in the grave. 

Exhort your Children to be chaſte, rebuke them for their ill, 

And let not them in any wiſe be wedded to their will, | 
Laught not with thers, but keep them low, ſhew them no merry cheer ; 
Leaſt thou do weep with them alſs, but bring them up in fear, 

Ana let your light and living (hine, that ye be nit ſuſpe# 0 
To have the ſame within your ſelf, for which they are corre? ; 

Be meek and modeſt in a mean, let all your aceds be done, 

That they which are without the Law may ſee how right you run ; 
Keep well the meneber in your Mouth, your Ton ue ſee that you tame, 
For ont of little ſparks of Fire proceedeth out a flame ; Þ 

And 4s the poyſon doth expreſs the nature of the Toad, q 

Even ſo the Tongue doth manifeſt the Heart that feareth God, 

For therewith bleſs we God above, andtherewith Curſe we men, 

And thereby Murders do ariſe throughgr omen now and then , 

And ſeeing God hath given a Ton aſi it under power, 


The [ureſt ny is for to ſet a hatch before the door ; 
For God bath ſet you in 4 ſeat of deuble low degree, 
Firſt unto God, and then ts man aſubjet for ts be ; 
I write not that I ſee in you thoſe if to be ſuſpett, 


But only ſet before your Face how ſin ſhould be corrett x 

For fleſh and Blood I know you are, as other Women be, 

And if ye dwell in Fleſh axd Blood, there « infirmity ; 

Receive a Warning willingly, that to thy teeth uu told, 

Account the gift of greater price then if he gave thee Gold , 

A wiſe man, ſaith Solomon, a warninz willimbrace, 

A Fool wilt ſooner (as he ſaith) be fraitten on the Face ; 

And as your members muſt be dead from all things that are vain, 
Even ſo by Baptiſm you are born to live with Chriſt again , 

Thus farewel free and faithful Friend, the Lord that 1s above 
Encreaſe inthee aperfett faith, axdlead thee in bis Love ; 

And as Ipray with perfett Lowe, and pour ont bitter tears 

For you aud all that are at large abroad among the bryars, 

Even ſo I pray thee to prefer my perſon and my bonds 

Unto the Everlaſting God, that hath me in his Hands, 

That I may paſs out of this Pound wherein I am oppreſt, 

Incloſedin a clod of Clay that here can have noreſt z 

That a he hath begun in me hu mercies many one, | 
I may attain to overtake my Brethrex that be gone, | 
That when that death ſhall ds his worſt, where he ſhall point a place, 
1 may be able like a may, to look him in the Face g 

For though he catch away my Clook, my body into duſt, 

Yet am I ſure to ſave a Soul when aeath hath dowe bus worſt ;; 
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And thowgh 1 leave a little duſt diſſolved, without blood O- Mary 


I ſhall receive it ſafe agein when God ſball ſee it good, 

For my Redeemer 1 am ſure doth live for evermore, 

And futeth high upon the Heavens for whom I hunger ſore, 
Even 4s the Deer, with deadly wounds, e(caped from the ſpoile, 
Doth haſte by all the means he may to ſeek unto the ſoile, 

Of whom I hope to have « Crovgy that always ſhall Yemain, 

And eke enjoy a perfett peace for all my wo and pain , 

The God that giveth all encreaſe, and ſecketh ſtill to ſave, 
Abound in thee that perfett peace which 1 do hope to have z 
And Ibeſeech the living God ts hold thee inhis Hands, 

And wiſh thee even withal my heart the bleſſing of my bands, 
which I eſteem of higher price then Pearl or precious Stone, 

And ſhall endure for evermore when earthly things are gone , 
For though the Fire do conſume our Treaſure 5 fa Store, 

Tet ſhall the goodneſs of the Lord endure for evermore z 

And where thou art 4 Friewd to him that is to me full dear, 

The God of might make thee amends when all men ſhall appear 
That hath ſhewed Mercy to the meek, and rid them out of pain, 
And thus the Lord poſſeſs thy Spirit till we ds meet again, | 


If thou wilt have a Recompence 
Abide ſtill in obedience, 
bl 


The Exhortation of Robert Smith, unto his 
Children, 


'© Tve ear my Children to my words, whom God hath dearly bought ; 
Lay up my Law withip your heart, and print it in your thought ; 
For 1 your Father have foreſeen the frail ana filthy way, 
which flef an blood wew!d folow fain, even to their own decay. 
For all and every living beaſt their Crib do know full well, 
But Adams heirs above the reſt are ready to rebel , 
And all the Creatures on the Earth full well can keep their way, 
But mas above allsther Beaſts is apt to go aftray , | 
Fer Earth and Aſhes « his ftrewgh, bu glory, and his reign, 
And unto Aſbes at the length ſhall he return again ; | 
For fleſh dath flouriſh like « flower, and grow up like 6 Graſs, 
And is cowſumed in an hour, as it is brought to paſs : 
In me the Image of your years, your treainre, and your truſt, 
Whom you do ſee before your face difſolved into duſt ; 
For 4s you ſee your Fathers fleſh converted into Clay, 
Eve ſo ſhall ye my Children dear conſume and wear awgy ; 
The Sun aud Moon, and che the Stars that ſerve the Ay 4nd night, 
The Earth andeyery earthly thing ſhall be conſumed quite, | 
And all the worſbip that iwrought, that have been = or ſeew, 
Shall clean conſume and come to nought, as ift had never beep 
| Therefore 
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Mary, Therefore that ye may follow me your Father and your Friend, 
An.-15 55. 4nd enter into that ſame life which never ſhall have end ; 
NFL leave you here a little Book for you to loak upon, 
| That you may ſee your Fathers Face when 1 am dead and gon, 
who for the 5H of heavenly things, while he did here remain, 
Gave over all his goldew years in Priſon and in Pain x 
Where I among mine Iron bands encloſed in the dark, 
A few adayes before wy death did dedicate this work | 
To you mine heirs of earthly things which J have left bebind, 
That ye may read and underſtand and keep it in your minds, 
That 45 you have been heirs of that which owce ſhall wear aways 
E _—_ you may poſſeſs the part which never ſhall decay ; 
In following 0 F eu Fathers fort in Truth, and eke in Love, 
That ye way alſo be hs heirs for evermore abvwve 
And th example te yeur youth,to whom I wiſh all good, 
I preach you bere a perfet# faith, and ſeal it with my Blood: 
Have God alwayes before yoar Eyes tn all your whole intents, 
Commit mot ſ61: in any wiſe keep his Commanaments, 
Avbor that arrant hore of Rome, ang all her blaſphemiies, 
And arink not of ber decretals, nor yet of her decrees ; 
Give honour to your Mother dear, remember well her pain, 
And recompence her in her age in the with love agerm ; 
Be alwayes aicing at her hand, and let her wet deecy, 
Remember well your Fathers fil, that ſhou!s heme been bt ſtay ; 
Give of your Portion ts the pror, 2s Riches &th ariſe, 
And from the needy naked ſoul turn not away y'uy eyes 5 
Fer be that will wot hear the Cry of ſuth 2s are in need, 
Shall cyy hinsſelf 42:4 not be heard when he would hope to ſpeed, 
If Go8 bath given you great increeſe, and Licſ]ed well yur flore, 
Remember you ave put in truſt to miniſter the more ;; 
Beware of foul and filthy laſ?, let haredom hve ns place, 
Keep clean your V(ſ:is in the Lora, that be may you imbrace, 
Ye are the Temples of the Lord, for Je are dear!y Lawpht, 
And they that ds defile the ſame ſhall ſurely come to wought : 
Poſſe js not pride in any caſe, build wt your m z09 hiph, 
But have alwayes before your face that ye be tory to die 
Defraud not hin that hired is your labowrs to Suſtain, 
But give bin alwayes out of han! his penny for hi pais ; 
And 25 ye would that ether new againſt you (hould proceed, 
Ds yeu the ſaxee ay8tu to them when they ds fband in need ;; 
And part your Je with the pror, in monty and in meat, 
Ark feed the fainted feeble ſoul with that which ye ſbould eat, 
That when y0u7 members lacketh meat, aud cloathing te your back, 
Tow may the bitter think ox them that now do live aud lack; 
Ark counjol as the wiſe, give ear unts the end, 
Refuſe wot you the ſweet rebuke of hin that is your Friend, 
Be thankfat elnayes ts the Lord with prayer aud with praiſe 
Defere yew biz ta all your deeds for 20 direct your wayer, 
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And ſin not like that ſwearing ſort whoſe bellys beins fed, Many 
Conſume their years uvon the Earth from belly unto bed , = - ns Ft 
Seek firft I ſay the living God, ſet him alwayes before, yds 14, 


And then be ſare that he will-bleſs your hasket and your ſtore ; 
And thus if you dire your dayes according to this book, 

Then ſha they [ay who ſee your wayes how like me you do look ,, 
And when you have ſo perfeit ly apon your fingers ends 

Poſſeſſed al within your book, then give it to your Friends ; 
And I beſeech the living God repleniſh you with grace 

That I may have you in the Heavens, axd ſee you face to face, 
And though the ſword have cut me off, contrary to mykind, 
That 1 coulA not enjoy your love according to my mind ; 

Yet ao 1 hope when ch the Heavens ſhall vaniſh like a ſcrole, 

1 fball receive your perfeit ſhape in body and in ſoul , 

And that 1 may enjoy your love,and ye enjoy the the Land, 

I do beſeech the living God ts hold you inh'is hand : 

Farewel my Children from the World where ye muff yet remain, 
The Lord of Hoſts be your defemce till wa do meet again ; 
Farewel my Love, aud loving Wife, my Children and wy Friends, 
Thope to God to have you all when all things kave their enas ; 
And if you do abide in God, ..as you have nowbey an, 

Tour courſe Ile warrant will.be ſhort, ve have not far to run ; 
God grant you ſo ta end your years, 4s he ſhall think it beff, 
That ye may enter into Heaven where 1 ao hops to reſt, © 


Robert Smith to his Brother, 


S Nature doth me bind, becauſe thou art my blood, ' 
According to my kind togive thee of my good, 
That thou mayft have in mind how 1 have run my race, 
Altbough thos bide behind but for a little ſpace, 
I give thee here a Pearl, the price of all-my good, 
For which 1 leave my life, to buy it with my blood ; 
Moye worth then all the world, or ought that I can note, 
Althouzh it be clad, in ſuch a fimple Coate . 
For when 1 had obtained this pearl of ſnch a price, 
Then was TI ſure Igained the way for to be wiſe, 
It rauzht me for to fi.ht, for to diſpiſe my fleſh, 
To ſtick unto the Li:ht, aft for to leavethe Lyes, 
In ſendin; out my Seed with bonds and bitter tears, 
That I might reap with joy in Everlaſtins years, 
And have for all my loſs, my travail and my d1in, e 
A thouſand times and more of better goods again x : | 
And for becauſe the good that hath been got and pain'd, 
And that the. Lords Elett hath ewermore obtain'd, 
Is cleſedinthis book, which 1 do give to thee, | p 
Whereis I have my part, thou thy ſelf mayſt ſee , Ey” 
” Ae $a. A of 
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y. In which 1 hope thew haſt 4 ſtock aljs 51 j.0re, 

And wilt net ceaſe to ſayle till God hat made it more 
1 will thee to beware, be ſure thou keep it well, 
For if thou ao it ſe thy part ſhall be in Kell ; 
And here 1 teftifie before the living God, 
That 1 deteſt to do the things that are forbad 
And 1» my Judgment u, my body to be brent, 
My heart is ſurely ſet therewith to be content, 
And futh it 1s his will to put me inhis Power, 
11pon his holy Hill to fight againſf this whore 
Full well 1 am gontewt, if he allow it ſo, 
To fland with all my might, the Whore to overthrow : 

Ven with « willing mind, the death 1 will out-face, 
And ui ] am aſſured, the Battel ts imbrace, 
That they which bear the Truth, how Thave paſt the pike, 
Hay ſet afide their youth, and learn to de the like x, 
And though jt be my lot, to les her ſuck my bleed, 
Tet am I'wellaſſured, or de ber no good ; 
For (be is ſes to kil] the thing ſbe thinks accurft, 
And ſhall not have hey fill of blood antil ſbe burſt : 
And when 45 thou ſbalt ſee or hear of my deceaſe, 
Pray to the living Ged, that I may paſs is peace , 
And when | ans at reſt, and ridout of mypain, 
Then will I do the like for thee to God again 
And to my woful wife and widdow deſolate, 
Whom 1 ds leave behirdin ſuch « Smople Pate, 
And compaſſed nith tears, and mournings many one, 
Be thou her ſtaying ſtaff when 1 am dead and goxe ; 
H1y mouth may not expre{s the delours of my mind, 
- Nor yet my heavineſs to leave her hert behind s 
Put 46 thou art wy Bone, my Brother. and my Blood, 
So let her have thy heart, if it may doher good, 
1 took her from the World, and —__ like the Croſs, 
Bu if (he held her own, ſhe ſhell nat ſuffer leſs x 
For where ſbe had before « man, unto her make, 
That b 7 ws of fire w.u flranzled at a Stake 
Now (hell [he have 4 King, to be her helping hand, 
To whom perz41us all things, that are within the Land ; 
And eke my Daughter dear, whom ] bequeath to thee, 
To be brought up in fear, axd Learn * ABC; 
That fhe may grow in Grace, and Ruled by the Rod, 
To learn to lead her Life, within the fear of God, 
And alwayes have in mind, thy Brother keimg dead, 
That thou art left behind, « Father in my ftead ; 
And thou my Brither Dear, andeke my Mothers Sen, 
Come forth out of all fear, and do ws Thave done ; 
And God ſhell be thy Guide,and give thee ſuch encreaſe, 
inthe Elames of Fire, thiw ſhalt have perfeit Peace ; 


"&& th 8.5 
—— 
; 


OC -— — — 


. of the Apoſtacy frem the Truth. 


—_— 4 


Into Eternal Foy, and paff out of all pain, 
where we ſhall meet with mirth, and never part avain ; 


if thou wilt do my Dauzhtey good, ; 
Be mindful of they Brothers Blood, , 


Teach me O Lord, to walk thy wayes, my livins to amend, 
And I ſhall keep it all my dayes, even to wy lives end, 
Give me a mind to underſtand, ſo ſhall 7 never ſtart, 
B:ut 1ſhail keep all thy precepts, even wholy with my heart ; 
Make me to go 4 perfect pace in that I have beown, 
For all my love and my delight # 1 thy Wayes torun, 
Encline my heart unto thy wayes, ſet thou thereon my thouzht, 
And let me not conſume my aayes to covet that is wought : 
O quickew me in all thy Wayes the YVYorld for to deſpiſe, 
Ani from all fond:and fooliſh toyes, tury thou away mine E yes ; 
O plant in me thy perfect VVord, which is to me ſo dear, 
Lay up thy Laws within my heart, to keep me ſtill in fear ; 
Aed rob me of that great rebuke, which 1s fear full ſore, 
For all thy Fudgments and thy Law endnre for evermore : 
Behold, O Lord, in thy precepts is «ll my whole aclight, 
O quicken me in all thy Wayes, that 1 ay walk aright. 


EF 


The Subſtance of an Epiſtle written by Robert S nit' 
to the Perſecuted Flock of Chriſt. 


To al! which Love God unfainedly, and intend to lead a goaly life, accor- 


dinz to bis Goſpel, ani te perſevere in his Tritth unto the end, Grace and 


Peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Fefus Chriſt, Amen. 


Be not afraid, moſt dearly beloved in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, at 
theſe moſt perilous dayes, wherein by the ſuffering of God, the 
Prince of Darkneſs is broken looſe, and rageth in his members a- 
gain the Ele& of God withal cruelty, to ſet up again the Kingdom 
of Anti-chriſt, againft whom ſee that ye be ſtrong in faith to reſiſt 
his moſt devilith DoCtrines with the pure Goſpel of God, arming 
your ſelves with patience, to abide whatſoever ſhall be laid to your 
charge for the Truths ſake, knowing that thereunto you are called, 
not only to believe in him, bur alſo to ſuffer for him: Oh, how 
happy are ye that in the ſight of God are counted worthy to ſuffer 
for the Teſtimony of Chriſt, quit therefore your ſelves {( O my 
loving Brethren) and rejoyce in him for whom ye ſuffer, for unto 
you do remain the unſpeakable Joyes, which neither the Eye hath 
ſeen, nor the Ear hath heard, ne} the heart of mag is able to 
comprehend in any wiſe: Be no id of the bodily Dearh, for 
your names are written in the B 


record, that in the fight of .. 


of Life; and the Prophets do 
pretious is the Death of his 
L-” Saints. z 
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Q. May, Sants, Watch theretore and pray that ye be not prevented inthe 
An. 1555, diy of Temptation; now cometh the day of your Tryal, wherem the 
—A— Wzters rage, and the Stormy Winds blow z now thall it appear 
whether you have builded upon the fleeting Sand, or upon the un- 
movable Rock Chriſt, which 1s the Foundation of the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, whereon every Houſe that is builded groweth into an 
holy Temple of the Lord, by the mighty working of the holy Ghoſt , 
now approacheth the day of your Battel, wherein it is required thar 
you ſhew yourſelves the valiant Souldiers of Chriſt Jeſus, with the 
Armour of Ged, that ye may be able to ſtand faſt againſt all the 
crafty aſſaults of the Devil ; Chrift is your Captain, an | you are his 
Souldters, whole Cogniſance is the Croſs to the which he willingly 
humbled himſelf, even unto the Death, agd thereby ipoiled his 
Encmes, and now triumpheth ke over them 1a the glory of his Fa- 
thep, making inrercefſion for them that do here remain to ſuffer the 
Aiwictiens that arc to be fulfilled in his myfti-a! Body ; it behoveth 
therefore every one that will be accounted his Schollor, to take up 
his on Croſs, azd follow him, as yu have him tor Example, and 
I 2Cure you that he being on your ſide, nothing th21l be able to 
prevail 2gainſt you, andthat he will be wit? you even to the Worlds 
ent, you havehis promiſcia the 28th of Azarthew , he will go forth 
with his H-ft as a Conqueror to make a Conqueit ; he is the man that 
tterh on the white Horle crowned with Immortality, and ye Bre- 
thren are his Fellowſhip, whercof he is rhe Head, he hath your 
Hearts in ans band, as a bow bent after his gudly will, he ſhall direct 
the fame according to the riches of bis glory, intoall ſpiritual and 
heavenly Cogitation 4 he is faithifull and will zoc ſuffter you to be 
fuxther ally Iced rhen he will give you ſtrength to overcome, and 
in the moſt danger he will mak+- 2 way that you may be able to bear 
it. Shrink cot rherefore, dear hexrts, whea ye {hall be called to 
anſwer for the hope char is 18 you, for we here tie Comforter, even 
the Spirit of Truth waich was (ent from the Heavens ro teach us; 
he ſhall peak in us, fe hill frrengthen us 4 whiat 1s he then thar 
ſhall be able ro coniound us} Nay, what Tyrant is he that now 
boaſterh kimſelf of his itreagrs ro do milchief, whom the Lord 
ſhall not with his Spirit, by the Mcith of Is Servants ſtrike down 
to Hell-fire ; yea ſuddainly will the Lord brivg down the glory of the 
Proud Philsſtizrs by the hands of his Servant Deuvid, their ſtrength 
is in Shield and Spear, but our helpis in the Name of the. Lord, 
which mads both Heaven and Earth; he 1s our Buckler, and our 
Wall, a ftrong Tower of defence; he is our Gcd, and we are his. 
People ; he ſhall bring the ceuuſc]s of the nagodiy to nought, he ſhall 
take . them in their own Net, he ſhall deſtroy them in their own 
Inventions, the Right Hand of the Lord thall work this Wonder , 
his Power is known amovegſt the Children of men, their Fathers 
have felr it, and are confoundegli like manner-ſhall they. know. that 
there is no counſel againſt the , When their ſecretsare opened 
to the wholeWorld, and are d to be agaiaſt the Living God, 
work they aever ſo crafcily, builey never {o ſtrongly, yer __ 
| hall 
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ſhall their Z:bel fall, and t'z2 Builders theruſelves hall then be (cat- (1 - Mary. 

tred upon the face of the itarth as Accurſed of God z the Juſt ſhall Ay, 1555. 
ſee this, and be glad, and praiſe the Name of the Lord, that lo "Wt: 
Marveclouſly hbarh dealt with his Servants, as to bring their Enemies 
under their feet ; then ſhall the feartull Seed of Ca7» Tremble and 
Quake , then thall the mocking 1hmeelizes be caſt out of the Door ; 
then thall the Proud Nemborth fee his labour loſt, then ſhall the 
B8aft ,of B:by/ozz be trodden under foot ; then ſhall the Scribes and 
Phari'c2s for madneſs fret and rage; then ſhall their painted Wil- 
dom b: known tor extream folly ; then ſhall the bloody Dragon be 
void of his prey ; then ſhall the Whore of Babylon receive double 
Vengence ; then thall they (cratch their Crowns, for the fall of their 
Miſtreſs Harlot, whom they now ſerve for filthy lucre, when no 
man fh1ll buy their V/ares any more ; then ſhall the Popiſh Prieſthood 
cry, Weal away, with care, even when the Lord ſhall help his 
Servants, which day is not far off, the day wherein the Kingdom 
of Anti-chrift ſhall haveanend, and never raiſe any more; in the 
mean time, abide incertain and ſure hope cleaving unto the promiles 
of 'God, which in their own time ſhall be fulfilled. What better 
Quarrel can you have to give your lives for, then the Truth it ſelf? 
That mn that giveth his life for the Truth, taketh the readieſt way 
to life ; he that hath the Popes curſe for the Truth, 1s ſure of Chriſts 
Bleſſing. Well then, my Brethren, what ſhall now let but that you 
go forwars as ye have begun? Nay, rather run with the Runners,that 
ye may obt41n the appointed glory ; hold onthe right way, look 
not back, have the Eye of your heart fixed upon God, and (o run 
that you may get hold of 1t; caft away all your Worldly Pelf, and 
Worldly re{pects, as the favour of Friends, the fear of men ſem- 
ſual AT:Rion, reſ>*& of Perſon, Honour, Praiſe, Shame, Rebuke, 
Wealth, Poverty, Riches, Lands, Poſſeflions, carnal Fathers and 
Moth:rs, Wife and Children, with the love of your own ſelves and 
inreſpc& of that Heavenly treaſure you look for, let all theſe be de- 
nied and utterly refuſed of you, ſo that in no condition they do abate 
your zeal, or quench your Love towards God ; in this caſe make 
no account of them, but rather repute them as vile in compariſon of 
Everlafting life ; away with them as Thorns thet choak the Heavenly 
Seed of the Goſpel, where they be (ufter:d ro grow ; th: are bur- 
the:15 of the Fleſh, which encumber the Soul. exch::;ve thc n:there- 
fore, I heſecch you, for advantage ; doth not he gain thar tinde.k Hea- 
venly and immortal treaſure, for Earthly and corruprible Riches; 
looſeth that raan any thing which of his carnal Father -ad Mother 
15 forſaken, when theretorehe is received of God the F:ither to be 
his Child and Heir in Chriſt Heavealy fer- Earihly, for Mortal 
Immortal, for tranſitory things permanant 1s great g21ns toa Chri- 
{tian Conſcience, . 7 
Therefore as I began, I exhort you inthe Lord not to be afraid ; 
ſhrink not my Brethren, miſtruſt not God, be of good comfort, 
rejoyce in the Lord, hold faft your Faith, and continue toch2 end ; 
deny the World, and take up the Croſs, and follow him whick is 
| | your 
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your Lead.man, and is gone betore, it you ſuffer with him you 
{hall reign with him ? W hat way canyou glorifie the Name of your 
Heaycoly Father better, then by ſuffering death for his Sons ſ:ke ? 
W hat a SpeQacle ſhall it be to the World to behold ſo gedly afellow- 
ſhip as you' Servants of God, in fo juſt a Quarrel as the Goſpel of 
Chriſt is, with ſo pure a Conlctence, fo ſtrong a Faith, and ſo lively 
a hope, to offer your ſelves to luffer moſt cruel Torments at the 
hands of Gods Enenies, and ſo to end your daies in Pezce to receive in 
the relurreQion of the Righteous life Everlafting. 

Pe ſtrong therefore 1m your Batte], the Lord God is on your ſide, 
and his Truth is your cauſe, and againſt you be none but the Enemies 
of the Croſs of Chriſt, as the Serpent and his Sced, the Dragon 
with his Tail, the marked man of the Beaſt, the Off -pring of the 
Phariſees, the Congregation Malignant, the Generation of Y;pers and 
Mwurtherers, as their Father the Devil hath been from the beginning. 
To conclude ſuch are they as the Lord God hath alwayes abhorred, 
andin all Agcs reſiſted and overthrown, God from whom nothing is 
hid, knowerh What they are, he that ſcarcheth the hearts of men, 
he hath found out them to be crafty, ſubtle, full of Poyſon, Proud, 
Diſdainfull, Stiff-necked, Devourers, Ravenours, and Barkers againſt 
the Truth, filthy and ſhameleſs; and therefore doth the Spirit of 
God by the Mouthes of his huly Prophets and Apoſtles call thcm by 
the names of Foxes, Serpents, Cockatrices, Lyons, Leopards, Bulls. Bears, 
welves, Dogs, Swine, Beaſts, teaching us thereby to underſtand that 
their natural inclination 1s to deceive, Jorea and deſtroy as much as 
in them lyeth, the faithfull and Elect of God, but the Lord with 
his right Arm ſhall defend his little Flock againſt the whole rabbler- 
ment of theſe Worldlings, which have conſpired againſt him , he 


- hath numbered all the hairs of his Childens Heads, fo that not one 


of them ſhall periſh without his Fatherly wilt; he keeperh the Spar- 
Tows, much more will he preſerve them whom he hath purchaled 
with the Blood of the Immaculate Lamb; he will keep them until the 
hour appaigted wherein the Name of God ſhall be gloritied in his 
Saints z in the mean time, let them work their wills, let them Envy, 
let chem Malign, let them Blaſpheni, let them Curſe, Ban, Bctray, 
Whip, Scourge, Hang and Burn, for by this means God will cry 
his Ele&, as Gold in the Furpance, and by theſe Fruits ſhall they 
alſo bring themſelves to be known what they be, for all their Sheep 
Skins; for as he that in ſuffering patiently for the Goſpcl of God, 1s 
thereby known to be of Chriſt, even ſo alſo is the Perſecutor of him 
known to be a member of Anti-chriſt : PBefides this, their extream 
cruelty ſhall be a means the ſooner to provoke God to take pity upon 
his Servants,' and tedeftroy them that ſo Tyrannioully entreat his 
Pcople, as we may learn by the Hiſtories as well in the Bondage of 
Iſrael under Pharach in Eyept, as alſo in the miſerable Captivity of 
Tudas in Babylon, where when the People of God were in moſt ex- 
tream thraldom, then did the Lord ſtreath forth his mighty Power 
to deliver his Servants, though God for atime ſuffered them to be 

exalted 
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exalied in their own pride, yet ſhall they not eſcape his Ven- CM 


geance he. + 4 


To conclude, my Brethren, I commit you to God and the Power 15S 


of his Word, which is able to eſtabliſh you mall Truth, his Spirit 
be with you, and work alway, that ye may be mindful] of your 
dutics towards him, whoſe ye are both Body and Soul, whom ſee 
that ye Love, Serve, Dread,. and Obey, above all worldly Powers, 
and for nothing under the Heavens defile your Conſcience before 
God ; diſſemble aot with his Word, God will not be mocked ? Nay, 
they that diſſemble with him deceive themſelves, ſuch ſhall the Lore 
deny, and caſt our at the laſt day ; ſuch I ſay as bear two faces in one 
hood: ſuch as play on both h1nds; ſuch as deny the known Truchzſuch 
as obſtinately rebel againſt him all ſuch with their partakers ſhall 
the Lord deſtroy z God defend you-from all ſ:ch, and make you 

perfe& unto the end, your Sorrow ſhall be turned into Joy, 


This aforeſaid Robert Smith, the valiant and conſtant Martyr of 
Chrift, thus repleniſhed, as you have read,wich the fortitude of Gods 
Spirit, was condemned at London by Bilhop Bonner the 12th da 
of the Moneth callee Fly, and liffered Death at Hxbridge the Eight 
da y of the Moneth called Av:uſt, Anno 1555. 


A Letter ſent to bis wife Anne Smith, 


The God and Father eternal which brought again from death our 
Lord [clus Chriſt keep thee, 'dear Wife, now and ever'Amen, and 
all thy Parents and Friends , I praiſe God for his Mercy, Famin the 
ſame ſtate that ye left me in, rather better then worſe, looking daily 
for the living God, before whom I hunger full ſore to appear and re- 
ceive the Glory of whick I truft thou art willing to bea partaker, T 
give God moſt hearty thanks therefore, deſiring thee of all loves to 
ſtand in that Faith which thou haſt received, and let ao man take 
away the Seed tht Al:nighty God hath ſown in thee ; but lay hands 
of Everlafting Life, which ſhall ever abide when both the Earth 
2nd all eartbly Friends ſhall periſh, deſiring them alſo to receive 
thankfully our trouble which is momentary and little,aud as St. Paul 
ſaith, not Worthy of the things which ſhall be ſhewed onus, that we 
patiently carrying our Croſs, may attain tothe place where our Savi- 
our Chriſt is gone before, to the which I beſcech God of his Mercy 
bring us ſpeedily, I have been much troubled about your deliver- 
ance, + Hs - much the perſwaſions of Worldlings, and have found 
a Friead, which willI truſt, find a mean for you, if you be'nor al- 
reidy provided, defiring you, in any caſe, to abide ſuch order as 
thoſe my Friends ſhall appoint in God, and bear wellin mind the 
words which ſpake at our departing, that as God hath found us, 
and alſo el:@<d us worthy to ſuffer with him, we may endeayour 
our ſelves to follow uprightly in this our Yocation , defiring you to 
preſeat my hearty commendations toall our Friends, and eſpecially 
to your Parents, keeping your: matter cloſe in any wiſe ; give moſt 

n 


hearty 


bd 
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; hearty thanks to my Friends whick only for our Cauſe are come to 

'Y - Windſor: continue in prayer, do well, be faultleſs, in all things be- 
MA55S Lareof Abominations, keep clean from fin, pray for me as I dofor 
you ; and moſt entirely defire you to ſend me word if you lack any 


thing”: The Lord jeſus preſerve you and yours, Amen, From New- 
gare the fifteenth of April, 


By your Husband 
. Robert Smith, 


"A Semtentious Letter f Robert Smith's to his wife. 


 'Seek firſt to Love God, dear Wife, with your whole heart, and 
then ſhall ir be cafie to love your Neighbour. 

Be friendly to all Creatures, and eſpecially te your own 
Soul. 


Be alwayes an Enemy to the Devil and the World, but eſj pecially 
to your own Fleth, 


In hearing good things, joyn the ears of your head and heart to- 
gether. : | 


Seek unity and quictneſs with all men, but eſpecially with your 
Cenſcicnce ; for he will not eaſily be entreated, 
Love all men, but eſpecially your Enemies. 
Hate the ſins that are paſt, but eſpecially thoſe to come. 
Be as ready to furcher your Enemy, as he is to hinder you, that you 
may be the Child of God. 
Remember that God hath hedged in'your Tongue with the Tecth 
and Lips, that it might ſpeak under corre&ion, 
| Be ready ar all timesto lock to your Brothers Eye ; buteſpecially 
to your own Eye ; for he that warneth others ot that he himſelf is 
faulty, doth give his Neighbour the clear Wine, and keepeth the 
Dregs for himlelf. 


Shew mercy unto the Saints for Chriſts ſake, and Chriſt ſhall re- 
ward you for the Saints ſake. | 

Amongk all other Priſoners viſit your own' Soul, for it is iacleſed 
in a perillous Priſon. 


If you will love God, hate Evil, and you ſhall obtain the reward of 
well doing. 


Thus fare you well,good 4»ze, have me heartily commended to all 
that love the Lord unfaigedly z 1 beſcech you have me in your prayer 
while 1am living, andIam aſſured the Lord wall accept it; bring 
up my Children and yours in the Fear of God, and then ſhall I net 

fail but receive you together in the everlaſtiog Kingdom of God 
which I gounto, 


Your Husband Robert Smith. 


Robert 
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Robert Smith #0 «ll faithful Servants of Chriſt, exhorting Þ IRAs. 
, them to be frows under Perſecuti T5355 
ftrony erſecution, Pei 


Content thy ſelf with patience 

with Chriſt to bear the Croſs of pain, 
W hich can and will thee recompeuce 

a thouſand fold with Joyes again : 
Let nothing cauſe thy heart to quail , 
Launch forth thy Boat, hail up thy Sail, 

| Pat from the Shore, 
And be thou ſure thou ſhalt attain 
Unto the Port that ſhall remain 
For evermore. 


About this time died Steven Harwood at Stratford, and Thewas Fuſf 
at Ware, 

About the ſame time YVi/liam Haile of Thirp in the County of Will. Haile 
Eſſex, was condemned and burnt ; when he received the Sentence Martyr, 
of condemnation, he gave this exhortation to the lookers on; Ab, | 
good "_ ſaid he, beware of this Ido!atry, and this Anti-chriſt, poiut- 
ing to the Biſhip of London , he was burnt at Bar net, 

George King, Thomas Leys, and Fon V7 ade, being Priſoners in Loflayds 
Tower, fell ſick and died, and were buried by ſome of the faithfull 
Brethrea, 

VVifliam Andrew being twice brought before Bowner upan Exami- 
aation, manfully ſt>9d 1n the defence of his Religion, at length 
through ſtcait handling in the Priſon of Newgate, there he loſt his 
life, 

Robert Samuell, committed to Ipſwich Goal, and from thence re- Fob. Sawnil 
moved to Norwich, where-Biſhop Hopren. or his Chancellor were the Martyr., 
cauſe of his being kept very cloſe Priſoner at his firft coming, 
where he was Chained bolt upright to a Poſt, keeping him for ſome 
time without meat and drink, except it were a {mall morſel of 
Bread, and a litrle Water z he Suffered Death the 3zth of AvgufPt, 
1555S. 

1M aftar Robert Samwell was burnt, william Allen of VValfsngham, yy;p Ales 
Labourer z npon Examination, the Biihop askt him, why he was im- Martyr 
priſoned, he faid it was becauſe he would noc follow the Croſs; 
and ſaid, if he ſaw the King and Queen follow the Croſs or bow 
down to it, he would not ; for which Sentence of Death was 
given againſt him , he was burned aboutthe beginning of Seprember 
at YYValſingham, who declared ſuch Conftancy at h is Martyrdom, and 
had ſuch Credit with the Juſtices, by reaſon of his upright and 
well tryed Converſation among them, that ke was ſuffered ro goun- 
tyed to his ſuffering, and there being faſtaed with a Chain, ſtood 
quietly without ſhrinking untill he died. | 


The | 
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An. 1555» The Martyrdom of Roger Coo of Melford i» Suffolk Sheer-man,” 
a nd firſt Examined befire the Biſhop of Norwich, 4nd by hin 
Condemned 12th. of Auguſt, 1555. 
\ 
Biſhop, Why w.s you Impriſoned? 
Robert Coo C99, Acthe Juſtices Commandment, Qt. 
Examined. 


Coo, Here is my Acculer, let him declare. 

Accuſer, He will not receive the Sacrament ? - | 

Biſhop ſaid, he thought he had tranſereſſrd the Lev ? 

Coo, There is no Law to tranſgreſs, that I kaow ? p- 

Accuſer, Nor will not know, my Lord, aih him when be received the 
Sacrament ? | 


Coo ſeeing the Accuſer ſo bold, aid to the Biſhop let him fit 


Biſhop, There was ſome _ why ? 


_ down andexamine me himſelf, but the Biihcp would aot hear that, 


Tho. Cob 
Martyr. 


Two burnt 


but after ſome other diſcourſe, the Biſhop askt him, nherher he wonld 
net obey the Kings Laws ? | 


Coo, As far as they agree with the Word of God, I will obey 
th 


cm, 
Biſhop, whether they agree with the Word of God or not, we are bound 
fo obey « th if the King Were 41 Infidel, 


\ Coo, If Sydrach Meſack and Abedpegs had ſo done, Nebmcadenezzey 
hd not confefled the Living God. 

This Roger Coo was an Aped man, and after his ſundry troubles and 
conflicts with his Adverſaries, at leagth was committed to' the Fire ar 


Yexford in the County of Suffolk, where he ended his dayes Ann x 555. 
HMenſ. Sept. 


In the {ame Moneth was Thom - Coblof Hereril Butcher, burned 
in the Town of Thatford. 


Upon the-third day of the ſixth Moneth called Auguft, were brought 
before Thornton, Biſhop of: Dover, George Catmer of Hithe, Robert 


Streater of Hithe, Anthony Burwayd of Cales, George Brodbridge of Brom- 


field, James Tutty of Brenchly, and were examined parcicularly touch- 


ing the Sacrament of the Altar, Aurticular Confefion, and other ſuch 
like Ceremonies, 

To which Catmer anſwered on this wiſe, Chriſt, ſaid he. ſitteth 
in Heaven on the Right hand of Gd the Father, and th_refere I &0 
not believe himto be 12 the Sacrament of the Altar, but he is in the 
ere / _ and your Sacrament, as you ufe it, is an abomi- 
pable Idol. 


| George Brodbridge ſaid, as for your holy Bread and holy Water: 
and ang Maſs, Lutterly defie them. F EO 
T 


. They were all five condemned and burnt at Canterbury th | 
day of the 7th Moneth 1555. 7 the ſixth 


About the middle of the ſame Moneth Thomas 


Hayward and Fobnyj | 
at Lichfield. Gorewsy, were both burnt at Lichfield, " 


The 
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of the Apoſtacy from the Truth, 


The Perſecutions and Sufferings of Robert Glover 


About the Moneth called September 1555. there was a privy Com- 
miſlion ſent down to the Mayor of Coventry to apprehend Fohn Glover 
Brother of the ſaid Robere ; but Fohy having 7 Ak notice of the Of. 
ficers coming,eſcapee; but they ſearching in an upper Room,found Xe. 
bert Glover lying (ick inBed,and had him away before the Sheriff, who 
being detained till the Biſhop came, and was then examined, a Relation 
of his Troubles and Conflicts he had with the Biſhop : He ſent his 
Wife Y 2 Letter ſome Paſſages, moſt material of which are as fel- 
loweth, | 


To my intirely beloved wife Mary Glover. e 


The peace of Conſcience which paſſeth all underſtanding, the 
Sweet Conſolation, Comfort, Strength and Boldneſs of the holy 
Ghoſt, be continually increaſed in our hearts, through a fervant ear- 
jag ſtedfaft faith in our moſt dear and only Saviour Jeſus Chrift 

men, 

I thank you heartily moſt loving Wife for your Letters ſeat un- 
to mein my impriſonment, I read them with tears more then once 
or twice, for Joy and Gladneſs, that God had wrote in you ſo mer- 
ciful a work: Theſe your Letters, and the hearing of your moſt god- 
ly progecdiugs, and conſtant doing from time to time, have much 
relieved and comforted me at all times,and ſhall be a goodly Teſtimony 
with you at the great Day, 

If I would have given place to worldly reaſens, theſe might have 
moved -me, firſt the foregoing of you, and my Children, the con- 
{ideration of the ſtate of my Children, being yet teader of Age, and 
young, apt and inclineable to virtue and learning, and fo having 
the more nced of my Aſtiſtincs, being not altogether deſtitute of 
gifts .to help them withal, poſſeſhons above the common fort of 
men; becauſe I was never c:lled to be a preacher or miniſter (be- 
cauſe of my ficknels) fear of death in impriſonment before I ſhould 
come to my anſwer, and (o my death to be unpronuable, 

Bur theſe and luch like, Ithank my heavenly Father, who of his 
infinite mercy inſpired me with his holy Ghoft for his Sons ſake, pre- 
vailed not in me, but when I bad by the wonderfull permiffion of 
God fallen into their hands, ar the firſt fight of the Sheriff, Nature 
2 little abaſhed yet ere ever I cameto the Priſon, by the working of 
God, and through his goodneſs, fear departed , I ſaid to the Sheriff 
at his coming, unto me what matter have you to charge me withal : 
He anſwered, you ſhalt know when you come before the Maſters ; 
1 lookt to have'beex brought before the Maſters, and to have beard 
what they could have burthened me withal, buy contrary to my ex- 
peRation | was committed forthwith to the Goal, not being called 
£9 my anſwer; little Juſtice being (ewed therein, bug the leſs Juſtice 
Oo 2 


WU Mary, 
An. 1 b 
35 


Reb. Clover 
Martyr, 
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. Marys a man findeth at their hands, the more Conſolation in Conſcience 
As. 1555: {ball he find from God, for whoſoever is of the World, the World 
_ willlove him. | 
| After came into Priſon, and had repoſted my ſelf there a while, 1 
- weptfar. ſoy and Gladneis my belly full, muſing much of the great 
© Merciesof God, and asit were ſaying to my (elf after this fort : Oh, 
Lord, whoam I, ox whom thou ſhouldeft beſtow this great mercy, 
to be numbered amoag the Saints that ſuffer for the Goſpel ſake, 
And (o beholding, and conſidering on the one fide, my imperfection 
unzbleneB, finfull miſery and unworthine(s, and on the other fide, 
the greatneſs of Gods mercy, to be called to ſo high promotion, [ 
was as it were amazed, and overcome for a while with joy and glad- 
neſs, concluding thus with my (elf -in my heart: Oh, Lord, thoy 
ſheweft Power in Weakneſs, Wiſdom in Fooliſhneſs, Merey in 
Sinfulneſs, who ſhall let thee tochooſe where and whom thou wilt ? 
as I have zealouſly loved the confeſſion of thy Word, to ever thought 
I my ſelf to be moſt unworthy, tobe a partaker of the affliQtion for 
che fame, ' 

Nor long after came unto me M. Bra5bridge M. Phinees, and M. 
opti: travelling wich me tobe diſmiſſed upon bonds; to whom 
my an{wer was {19 my rememberance, aftcr this ſort) for as much 
25s the Mafters have imprifoned me, having nothing to burthen me 
withal ; if Thhould enter into bonds, I ſhould info doing Accuſe my 
ſelf, and ſeeing they have no matter to lay to my charge, rhey may as 
well let me pais without bonds xs with bonds. 

And when they were ſomewhat iImportune, I ſaid to one of them, 
that liberty of Conſcience was a prerious thing, and took as it were 
2 pauſe, lifting up my heart to God, earneſtly for his aide and help, 
thar T might do thething that might pleaſe him, and fo when they 
_ {et their (ute fall; my heart me thought was wonderfully com- 

rted. 

Afterward, debating the matter with my ſelf, theſe conſiderations 
game inro my head ; I have from time to time with good Conſciencg 
(God Ttake to record) moved all ſuch I had Conference withal, to 
be ne dalliers in Gods matters, but ro ſhew themſelves after ſo great 
3 light 2nd knowledge, hearty, earneſt, conſtant, and ſtable, 1n fo 
manifct 42 Truth, and not to give place one jot contrary tothe ſamez 
now thought Lif I ſhall withdraw my ſelf,and make any ſhifts te pull 
ay own neck our of the Collar, 1 ſhall give great offence to my weak 
Brethrea in Chriſt, and 2dvantags to the Enemy, to ſlander Gods 
Word ; it will be ſaid, he hath been a great boldner of others to be 
ezrnsft and fervent to fear no worldly perrils, or dangers, but he 
hiofclf wil give noſuch example. 

Wherefore 1 thought it my bounden duty, both to God and man, 
being (as it were) by the great goodneſs of God marveleully called 

poirited hereumto, to ſat aſide all fear, perril anddangers, all 
idly reſpetts, and conſfderations, and like 5 T had hereto accor.. 
to the moaftirc of my ſmall gift, from the bottom of my hear; 
uafcignedly moved, cxhorted and perſwaded, all that profeſs Gods 
Wor, 


and 
wor 
4; 
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Word.jmanfully ro perfiſtin the Uefence of the ſarhe, not with Sword 0+: 
and Voilence,' !but with' fuffering; and 'Tols of life, crather then to 
defile themſelves again with the yhoriſh abominations of the xomiſh 
Anti-chrift; ſo: che hour 'beitng come with my -fa& and Exarmpleto 
ratific and confirm the ſame to thekearts of all true Believers, and 
tothis end (by the aſſiſtance of Gods holy Spirit) I reſolved my ſelf 
with much peace of Conſcience, willingly to ſuftzin whatſoever the 
Romiſh Anti-chriff (ſhould do againſt me : {$0T remained x Priſoner a- 
bout ten daies in Coventry, being never" called to'mwy Anſwer, con- 
trary to Law, ticy bavingino Warrant -to apprehend me, but my 
elder Brother, God lay not their extream doing againft me to their 
charge at the great Day,  eS's | 
The ſecond day after the Buhops coming to Coventry, the Goaler 
was ordered to carry me before him, when I came before the Biſhep 
he ſaid, he w. my Biſbop for lack of # better, and willed ie to ſubmit my 
fi VEE 
I (aid, Iam not come to Accule my elf, what haveyou to lay to 
my charge ? bs | 
He asked me whether Ins learned? 
I an([wered, ſmally learned. WO” | 
The Chancellor Raiding by, ſaid, 1wks # Maſter of Art. 
Then the Biſhop laid to my charge, my not coming fo Church, | 
Here I might have dallied with him -and put him to his proofs, 
knowing that none of the Citizens were able to prove any ſuch mat- 
ter ag1inft me; but I anſwered, I adither had, nor would comeat 
their Church, as loog as their Maſs was uſed there, te ſave, if T had 
them, five hundred lives ; I willed him to ſhew me one jot ortittle in 
the Scriptare for the proof and defence of the Maſs. 
He anſwered, he came to teach, and mt to be taught. 
I was content, I ſaid, to learn of him fo far as ke was able to teach 
me by the Word of God. 
Biſhop, who ſhall judge the word ? | 
Glover, Chriſt was contend the People ſhould judge of his Do: 
arine by ſearching the Scriptures,Jand fo-was Paw; I am content the 
Primitive Church next the Apeſtles tine (hall judge betwixt you and 
ms. But herefuſed to be judged by thele. wr e252 
Then he: ſaid, 7 a» your Biſhop, a#d therefore you'neuſt believe. 
&lover, If 'you {ay black'is white, muſt I ſay as you ſay ? + 
Here the Chancellor noted me to be arrogant, becauſei would nor 
give place to my Biſhop. | - IR IN00 
Glover, If you muſt be believed beciuſc you are a Biſhop, why find 
you fault with the People that believed ZetrmerRidly, and Roper Who, 
were Biſhops? © - - or Ro RIG 7 I weghg” 
Biſhop, Becasſe they wer? Hereticks. ard Cds 
Glover, And rriay not you err. il M1 Oe. 
: To which{che Biſhop, inftead of makitg anſwer, afſerted his Au- 
thority, &c. | = 19 WneE TIO UT INN 
The next day after I was had to Lichfield which at firft diſcourages 
me, 
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9 An, 1555« 


. 456 


ad. 


Perſecuted by. the Papiſts after the time 


Q. Mary. 
AR, 1555. 
3%) 


me, conſidering my weakneſs of body, until 1 conſidered the tame 
od that had preſerved me was able to preſerve me there, lo long as 
I'put,my truſt in him. Whenl1 came to Ziechfield, rhe ſame night 1 


was put ina Priſon, where I continued until I was condemned, in a 
place next th the Dungeon, - a narrow Room, ſtrong of building, and 


very cold, with ſmall light, gd there I was allowed a bundle of 


Straw, inſtead of my Bed, without any thing to fit down upon 
but God of his great Mercy (threugh prayer) gave me great patience 
that night, ſo that if it, had- been bis pleaſure I could have been con. 
tented tohave ended my life; the Biſhops man came tome in the morn- 
ing, who. was my Keeper, to whom 1-faid, this is a great extca- 
mity, God ſend us patience, and no more, . 

Thea they werecontent-that Iſhould have a Bed of my own pro- 
curing, but. 1 was allowed ho help night nor day. nor company of 
any man, notwithftanding my great fickas(s, nor yet Paper, Pen or 
Ink, or Boks, ſave my aew Teſtament in Latiae, and another little 
Bock which Lgotin: pnvately, - 

About two dayes after, the Chancellor and one Temſey' a Preben, 
dary came to me to the Priſon, and exhorted me to conform to the 
Biſhop, and to the Church, 

I ſaid, Ircfuled not to be ordered by that Church that was order- 
ed by the Word of. God... ” 

. Chancellor, How know you the Word of God but by the Church, 

Glover (aid to the Chancellor, The Church fheweth which is the 
Word of God, therefore the Church is above the Word of God : 
This is no gcod reaſon in Learning, for its like unto this, John ſhew- 
cd the People who was Chriſt,” er2o Fohy was above Chriſt, | 

The Chaxcellor ſaid, kecame pot to realon with me z fol remain. 
ed without any further Conference wiih any man by the ſpace of 
eight dayes, till the Biſbop came, in which tins I gave my felt con- 
tiaually to prayer and meditation; I found 16 oy felt daily an a- 
mendment of health in my body, and jacreale of peace in Con- 
ſcience, apd_nmauy conſolations trom Gud, by the # of his holy 
Spirit, - and, ſometimes a tafte and giinnering of the Life to come, 
though the. Enemy ceaſed not many tuncs ſuidry wayes to aſſault 
mc. Sh | 

.. When the- Biſhop came to Ziechficld. I was had before him ina 
by Chamber, aext my Priſon, w» hco [ came ard {aw none but his Of: 
ficers, Chaplains,-and Servants, except gn-Qld Prieſt, I was partly 
amazed, and lifred up my heart to God for his mexcifull help and al. 


ſtance. 


_ 1,-Some diſcgurſe. at that time, the Piſhop had with this Faithfull Mar- 


tyr goncerning«he Sacrament and Contefſton, the uſu! Snares, but 
his laſt Examination, when he was condemned, I do not find upon 
Record , but this I find noted, that. aftex; Condemnation, this Ser» 
vant of the Lord was under ſome exerciſe of heavine(s, and duliels 
of Spirit. and defelate of all;Spyritual Conſolation, and fall of much 

comfort and unaptneſs to — the bitter Croſs of Martyrdom, 
xady to belaid upon tum," 


Wher C 
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_ , Whereupan, he fearingyn himſelf Jeſt the Lord had utterly with. «; ""Y 
driwvn his wotited favoiir ow him, 'rhade bis condition "11 Baer EeMary, 
ore" Auften Bernber, Wis FaltÞfull Friedd: how thit he had earneſtly VW 55 Jo 


raved day and night to (NeLord, and yet could receive no mbtion nor © 
Pg of hy witfort froWbim, ©: 'o, enrnes : 

Auſten exhorted him patiently to wait the Lords pleaſure,and bow- 
ſveyer his preſent feeling 'w}s, yer ſtingy his Cavſe was juſt and true, 
fo ftick conftantly to the ſme, and not ro .donbt bur the Lord in his 
good time would vifit him,. and ſarisfie his defire with plenty of 
Conſvlation , rhe next dxy,'as he was going to the place of Execution - _ 
he 'was ſo mightily repleniſhed with holy Cetnfort, aud Heaventy 
Joyes, that he cryed out to Auſten Bernber, and ſaid, Auſtew, He # 


= 


com, be s come, 
 Intheſame' Fire, with him was burted Corneline Bongey of Coventy 
rag by the ſaid Radwlph Biſhop of Coventry and” Liec = Fotfty bur- 

The gth day of the Meneth called Ofober, were condemned tobe ws 
burnt Wil:aw' Woolſey, and Robert Pygot of Wisbidge in the Te of Wil. Weel- 
Ely, by Fobn Fuller, the Chancellor to the Biſhop of Ely, and 0- /ey and Fob. 
thers, Nees PNG ns: | Pygor Mat- 
''DoRtor F»/ler and ſome others, coraing to viſit #iliem woolfey in 5+. 
Priſon, Y/Villizzs heard all 'they had to ſay to kim, and then ſpake | 
theſe words, Ws be unto you Scribes and Phariſees, ye Hypecrites, for ye 
fbut up th: Kingdow of Heaven before men, ye your ſelves go wot in,* nei - 
ther ſuffer ye them thit come to enter in. | OED 

'Not long after the Doftor came to Y/3/liaza again, and ſaid tohim}; 
thou troubleſt my Conſcience, wherefore I pray thee depatt, and 
rule thy Tengue, ſo that I hear no more compſ:int of thee,” and 
coine to the Church when thou wilt, and if thou be complained up- 
on, ſofar asI may, I promiſe thecI will not hear of it. & ada 
'- PVilliam ſaid in reply, 1 was brought hither by a Law, and by a 
Law I will be delivered; at the Seſhons the faid' YFilien was com- 
mitted to the Caſtle at /Yisbidge. | 

Robert Pyzot,'a Painter 'by Trade, was at the ſame Seſſions preſeat- 
de for not going to Church,” and being called before Sr. Clement 
Hi:him Tavge of the Seffions, who ſaid to Pygot y Ah, are you the holy 
Father, the Painter ? How chance you come not to Church ? BY 

Robert Pyzit, 1 am not out of the Church, Ttruſt in God. 

No 8Sr,_faid the Judge, this is us Church, ths i 4 Hall. 

Rob, Pygot, Tknow very well it is a Hall, but he that is in the'true . - © 
faith of Jeſus Chrift, is never abſcat, but preſent inthe Church of -*.* 
Ah Sirrah, ſaid the Judge, you are too high learned for me to 'talk 
withal, wherefore I will ſend you te chem that be better learned; and 
committed kirn to the Goa] where YYoo{ſey lay, and from thence they 
were both carried to Ely where they remained Priſoners till the day 
of their death, & "petl 

About the nineteenth day of the ſame Month they were had to 
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Ridlev nnd 
Latemer 
burnt at 
Oxford. 


Three burnt 


at Canter- 
bury. 


milde, humble and mode 


udgment, before Dovr F#.or thes Chancellor and others, who 
hy ſeveral Articles to their charge, viz. that they denied the Sacra. 
ment of the Altar, whereunto their anſwer was, that the Sacrament 


of the Altar,was an Idol: One ef the Commiſſioners drew up a Paper 
that he world have Robert Pyget ſign. 


No, ſaid Pygot, that i your Faith, and wot mine. 
When theſe two men were burnt, there was a great Sheet knit 
full of Books, burnr with them. | 
Ic is further teſtifed concerning theſe two Martyrs, by one williams 
Fylk of Cambridge, that wr" were burat at Ely, Pygor, he ſaid, was 
» promiſiag that he would be conform- 
able ro his Perſecutors it they could per{wade bim by the Scriptures , 
wolſey, be ſaid, was ſtout, ſtrong and vehemeat, and detefteg all 
their doings, az of whom he was ſure to receive nothing but Cruelty 
and Tyrangy ; he was wonderous jealous over bis Companiog, fear- 


ing leaſt his gentle Nature would have been overcome by the flater- 


ing iaticements of the World, ard therefore the ſame day that the 
were burned, when they, would have talked with hi alone, be pul- 
led him away from thzm almoſt by force, 

About the lame time were burned at Oxford, Nicholas Ridley and 
> Latimer, both Biſhops ; when the Faggot was breught, kind- 


| Iedzand laid at Nicholas Ridley's feet. Latimer [pake to him in this man- 


ner, Be of good comfort, we ſball chis dy light ſuch a Caxdle, by Gods 
Grace, in England, as 1 :r»ff ſball never be put out, 

About the thirtieth of the Mouth called November 1555, Fohnweb, 
Geerge Roper and Gregory Porke were all burnt together. in one Fire at 
Cemerbury. abiding moſt patiently the rarment, counting themſelves 


happy and bleſſed of the Lord, that they were made worthy to ſuffer 
for Chriſts Goſpel ſake. 


william Wiſeman 1 Clothworker of Loxdon,the thirticth of December 
following died a Priioner for the Goſpel in Zollards Tower, after he 
was departed, the P:piſts commanded that no man ſhould bury him, 
but he was caſt out-inty che fields, accounting him as a prophage per- 
ſong, and worthy of no burial, yet ſome faithful Brethren Euried bim 


-in the evening, 8s they did the rcſt,chrown out in like ſort, whom they 


were wont privily by njght ro bury, 


In the ſame Moath James Gore diced Priſoner in Colcheſter for the 
Truth of Gods Word. 


Febn Philos The next followerh the Martyrdom of Feba Philpor, who ſuffered 


Mastyr, 


for the lake of the Goſre! of Chriſt, and a Witneſs agaigſt the Anti- 


chriſtian Sea of R--»e : H2 wis a Knights ſon, and was born in Hamp- 
ſhire, and was brought upin learning ; .he was of a-pregnant wit, of 
ſingular courage, and ZetJous in Religion, When Queen Mary carac 


to the Crown, the cauſed a Convocationto be held, where this Fohs 
Philpet was preſent, where he vindicated the cauſe of the.Goſpel, man- 
Fully againſt the adverſe party, for the which cauſe he-was called to 
account by Biſhop Grdzer the. Chancellor. notwithſtanding the Li- 
berty of the Houle promiſed before after Gardner had examined him, 


he 


— 
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he ſent bim to Boxer and his Commilſiaors, with whom he had ſun- ( 


herc inſerted. ; 

Door Story looking on him, ſaid, He w«s well fed. | 

Philpor, IT be fat, iris no. marvel, ſince I have been ftaled up in 
Priſon a year and a halfin acloſe corner. 

Roper, We here ſay you are out of the Catholick Church, and have been 
s difturber of the ſame, mherefore, if you will come into the ſame youſbell be 
received, ana find favour, 

Philpt, I am come before you, and I would know my Offence, 
and if I have done nothing contrary to the Laws, I deſige I may have 
the bencfit of a SubjeQ,, and be delivered out of my wrong impri- 
ſoamear. | 

Story, Thou art ans Heretick, and holdefÞ againſt the bleſſed Maſs. 

Philpar, What 1 ſpoke in the Conyocation Houſe, the Queen and 
Council gave Liberty to every maa of the Houſe to utter tus Conſci- 
ence, and to yoo is mind freely of ſuch matters 1n Religion as 
were propounded by the Prelocuror, for which I eught not to be 
moleſted, nor compelled by you to abſwer for the ſarae. 

Stary, Th: ſhalt go to the Lollards Tower, and there ſbalt thew 
be bandjed like a Heretick as thiu arj, and be Fudged bythe Biſhop of 
Londog. | 

Philpot, 1 have been Examined and impriſoned by the Chancellor, 
mine Ordinary, and by the Law I may, have exceptionexs fori, and 
its againſt all cquity that I ſhould be twice vexcd for one cauſe ; and 
that by ſuch as by the Law bave nothing ro do with-me. 

Story, Thou ſhalt be had to the Lollards Tower. 4x 

Philpot, Sigce you will needs ſhew me this Extremity, Idefare to (ce 
your Cominiffion that gives you Authority ſo todo. 

Roper, Let hims ſer the Commiſſion, 

Story, Shall we lit every wile perſon ſee our Commiſſion? 

Cholmly, Let him go from whence he came, anion Thuriday be ſbal 
ſee #47 Commiſfion, Bs | 

Story, No, let him le in the mean while in the Lollards Tower ; 1 wil 
ſweep the Kines-Bench, and all the other Priſons of theſe Neretichs,, ſo 
ll ſhall. nos have that reſort .s they bave ind to ſcatter their 
Hereſpes, 

Phiipit, You have power to transfer my Body from place to place 
at your pleaſure, but you have ao power over my Sou}, aud I paſs 
not whither you commit zae; for 1 cannot be worie catzeated, thea 
I am kept all day in a cloſe Chamber. 

Story, Marſhall, Tae him hore with you ag4in, and bring bim on 
Thurſday, nd hen we ſhall rid your fingers f him, and afterwards of 
your other Hereticks, 

Philpet, God hath appointed a day ihortly to come, in the which 
he will ſurelyJudge us with righteouſneſs ; howſocver you judge of 
us NOW, | 

After (ome further diſcourſe with him, he was, with four others, 
had to the Keepers Houſe in Poſter-nefter-row, where the Arch Dea- 
con 
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Per ſecuted by.the Pepilts,after the time 
0. Miry. con.of London Servant, in his Maſters name, offcred Fehn Philpor a 
1555 Bed for that night. To whom he gaverhanks, bur faid,” it would 
AL + be i grief to hin to lie well one night, 'and the 'fiexr night worſe; 
| wheretore, ſaid he, I will begin asI am like tocontiaue, and take 
ſuch as my Fellows do; ''whereuptn they were btought to the 
Biſhops 'Cole-hvuſe, unto which: is joyned x little blind houſe, with 
a pajr of Stocks, where they found one perfon fitting, with his hand 
2nd foot in, ates aber go Fe Sho 
this fifth Examination, ' as he ' was going to the Cole-houſe, 
he met with Be#xer, who ſaid to him, Philpor, If there be axy plea- 
= F caw ſhew yow in my houft, 1 pray you require it, 4nd you ſhall 
ave it; "ES: 1s | | 
Fhilpet, The pleaſure that T require of you is to haſten my Judg: 
ment, whi his committed unto you, and co diſpatch me forch of this 
miſerable W orld, unto my Eternal reſt. OTE, ” 
Nore; for all thisfair Speech, I could neyer attaia hitherto this fort- 
night ſpace, 'neither Fire, nor. Candle, nor good Lodging, © > 
Another time, being ſentfor before Bonner, Benner ſaid, 1charge, 
you to» anſwer ro ſuch Articles as my Chaplain and my Regiſter have from 


—_— 
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me to object ag ainft you. | A. 
Philpet, Omnia'Jodicia debet eſſe publics, A# Fudgment ought ro be 
publick z ' therefore if you have any thing to charge me lawfully with- 
al, let mo he in Judgment lawful and openly called, and I will an+ 
ſwer; otherwiſe 1a Corners I will not. | 
* At which the Biſhop was angry, andcallcd him fooliſh Knave, and 
bid them, par him inthe Stocks,  ' © 
Phjlp:t, Indeed you handle: me with others, like Fools, and we 
muſt be content to be made Fools at your hands ; Stocks and Vio- 
tence is your Biſhop like Almes : ſo be'was put in the Stocks alone, 
inthe houſe ſeperate from his Fellows, for which he praiſed God 
o_ he thought him wortby to ſuffer any thing for his Names 
ake. | 
' Not long after, the Biſhop coming to'view the E9le-houſe, ſaying, 
he was never there before, (and his coming then was for ng good) for 
hethought the place too good for Fobs Philpor; and called for the Kee- 
, and canſed* him to put the ſaid Feb» 2h31pot in another place, by 
imſelf, where the Keeper pluckr off his Gown, and ſearched him, 
ang took away his Pen, and Ink, and ro ER - 
At another Examination the fourth of December, Chadſey (aid, Tru 
fballbe Nog fo come to us at length whither you wil or we. | 
Philper (aid, Hold that Argument faft; for it is the beft yon have ; 
for you have gothing but violence. PTL Al by? 
Soon afrer Benner pronounced the Sentence 8g4inſt him, aud 
then delivered him to the Sheriffs whoſe Officers had him to New- 
gn (in his way he faid, Ah good People, Blefſed be God for this 
9. ) $*3\1+ ; \ 


At Newgate he was cruelly handled by the Keeper, having Trons 
put on, becauſe he had not wherewithal to ſatisfie the unreaſonable 
Goalers demand for Fees. | 


Upon 
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Uponthe 17th day of December the Sheriff ſent a Meſſenger to him, ) . Mcr 
to bid him make ready, for the next day ke ſhould ſuffer, and be 4g, 1555 
burat ata Stake. | by A 
We anſwered, Iamready, God grant me ſtrength ; ſo be went in- 
to his Chamber, and poured out his Spirit unto the Lord God, gi- 
ving him thanks that he of his mercy had made him worthy to ſafer 
for his Truth ; anq when he came into Smirhbfie/d, he kneeled down, 
/aying theſe words, 1will pay my Yows in thee O Smithfield ; and fo 
dizd a conſtant Martyr, yy 
About this time died one. of the great Perſecutors, viz. Stephen The death 
Gardner, Biſhop of Wincheſter, ar his Houſe in Southwark, of whoſe of the Per- 
death its memorable, that the ſame day in which Zzialey and Latimer ſecuting Bi- 
tuffered at Oxford, he would not go to Dinner till four a Clock in the os —_ 
aftcr-noon, though the old Duke of Norfo/kt was come to Dine with * _w_ 
him, the reaſon was, becauſe he would firſt hear of their being burnt , 
and as ſoon as word of that was brought him, he preſently ſaid, now 
letus goto Dinner; where fitting down, and eating merrily, upon a 
{uddain he fell into ſuch an Extreamity, that he was fain to be taken 
from the Table, and carried to his Bed, where he continued fifteen 
dayes without voiding any thing, cither by urine, or otherwile, 
which cauſed his Tongue to ſwell in his Mouth.” and fo he died. 
About the 27th of Fanuery were burnedſin Smithified, London, theſe ©5565 


* 


ſeven perſons hereafter following, viz. Seven Mat- 
Thima VVhittle, Thom 4s Browne. Hy dura 
Bertelet Gree, I'abel Foſter. Pas 
Fobn Tud[on, Toaxe VF arren, : ; 
FohnYFent, ' alias Laſbford. 


. At which ſeven as they were burned together in one Fire, ſo were 
they likewiſe upon one fort and form of Articles condemned in one 
day. 

This Thom i V#hittle, one of theſe Sufferers, was the perſon that Fo. 
Philpot found in the Stocks, when he was put inrv the Biſhops Cole- 
bouſe, Thom. us whittle was ſorely beaten, aud heardly uſed by the Bi- 
ſhop, for two nights he lay on a Table without Bed or Straw ; the 
Biſhop telling him, he ſhould be fed with Bread and Water ; the Bi- 
ſhop ſometimes giving him fair words, and ſometimes threatnin 
him, and Do@or Herpsfie{d perſwaded him very much to forſake his 
Opinions ; Thomzs anſwered, he held nothing but the Truth; but. 
he had made aBill for Thom « to ſubſcribe, to this efteR, that he 
ſhould deteſt all Errours and Hereſie againſt the Szorament of, the 
Altar, and other Sacraments, and to believe the Faith of the Catho- 
like Church, and live accordingly, APR 2P8 

Now after he had ſigned it, he was under great condemnation; 
us = by this Teſtimony under his hand, the Subltance of w] ick 
1s as followeth. ; yrs 7 
To the Bill Iyid indeed Tet my hand, being much defired,andcoun- 
ſcled ſoto do, and the Fleſh being alwayes deſirous to have liberty, 
I conſidered not throughly the inconveniences that might come there= < 
upon; and' reſpite Idefired to wy had, but carneſtly they deſired 
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Q. Mary moto fuheribe : Now when T had ſo done Lhad little joy thercof, 
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for by ahd by my Mind and Conſcience told me Thad doneevil, by 
ſuch a flighty means to. ſhake of the ſweet Croſs of Chriſt; and yet 
it was not» my ſecking,. as God he knoweth,, but altogether came of 
thera, O the creep Subtilty of Sathan in his Members, let every 
man that. God ſhall deliver into their hands, take good heed, and 
cleavefaſt ro. Chrilty, for they will leave ao-copner of his.Conſeience 
unſought, but will attempt all guilefull and ſubtil means to corrupt 
him. zo fall both from-God and his Truth, . | 

The night after Thad ſubſcribed, I was ſore grieved, and for ſor. 


.,... row of Conſcience could not ſleep; for in the deliverance of .my Bo- 


. ” 
* , 


. 


o 
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dy out of Bonds, which I might have had, Icould find-no joy nor 
comfort, but ftill was in. my Conſcience tomented more zad more, 
being abired by jen 6-796 and his Werd, thatI through evil caun- 
fel apd; adviſem<nt had done amiſs, and with thediſquictneſs of my 
Mid,” and. other cruel bandling, 1 wasſick lying upon the ground, 
when the Keeper came, and 10 I defired bim'topray Doftor Her ps- 
field to come to me, and lo he did. Te 

And when he came, and the Regiſter with him, 1 told kim, that 


1 was not wellat eaſe, but eſpecially, I told. him, I was grieved very 


. muob ia-my.Conſcience and Mind, becauſe I had ſubſcribed, and I 


faid, that my Conſcience had ſo Accuſed me, throughthe juſt Judg- 


- ment of God and his Word, that I had felt Hell in my Conſcience, 


and Sathan ready to-devour me, and therefore I pray you, ſaid I, let 


- ». me have the Bull again, for I will not ſtandtoit, ſo he gently com- 


manded it to be fetcht,. and gave ir ec, and fuffered me to put out m 


name, . whereof I was Tight 21:4 2a ThadTo done, although ; 
Mg follow ; andhicreby I had experieace of Gods Providencs and 
Mercy towards mis, who tryeth his People, and ſuffereth them to fall, 
but not to be loſt; for ig the- midſt of this Temptation and Trouble 
hog ve me warning of my deed, and alſo delivered me, his name be 
praiſed for evermore, Amen, | A Es 

jg Ss : ..,:*; . By me 
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_ Chriffe dew ſine te ſpes eſt mihi nulls ſeluti | An . 5515 
| Te auce vers ſequor, te duce falſa nego, SES 


In Engliſh, thus 


O Chriſt my God, ſure hope of health 
.  beliges thee have Lnone, 
The Truth TI love, and falſhood hate, 
. by thee my Guide alone. 


After theſe ſeven above rehearſed martyred together in Swithfield, 
ſhortly after,ia the ſame Month, being the one and thirtieth diy of the p,,, wo: 
Month. called Fanuary, four Women, and one Man were burnt ver, ang © 
for the. Faith of the Goſpel at Canterbury, their azmes are as folluw- enc Man 


0. Vs ; Þurnt at 
Johy Loma, a young mag of the Parith of Texterdey, Canterbury, 
Anne Albright. 

Foen Catmer of the Pariſh of Hyth. 
Az pes Snoth Widdow, of Smarden 
Foam Sole Wite, of the Panith of Horton. 24k 
The aforeſaid five perſons were burnt at two Stakes, and one Fire, . 
ratifying and confeſling the true faith of Curitt. Jeſus, and when the 

Aame was about their ears they ſung for joy, wherext Fohs Nortow, 

called Knight, Rtanding by, wept bitterly to hear and lee what was 

done, «LW. " The Pexſe= 


The Judges and others Afiftants which fate upon thefe Martyrs, cutors 
were, Richard Faucet, Fohns warren, -Foba Mills, Robert Collins, and namcs, 
Joh Biker the Notary, | gookey 2 
Now we come to the time.of Crezmers Execution, who the year 
before (as I have mentioned) was coudemned and degraded by Com- 
miſfion-from the Pope, after which being by the ſubrilty of ſome, , ©r4amers 
put ia hope of life,our of friileyhe (ubſcribed to a Recancation which do -"Laj 
yet did him no good y, for whether ir werechat Ccrdinel Pool-would * 
no longer+be kept from being Arci-Bihop (which he would-aot be, 
as long as he lived): or that che Queen cold i:ot be gotten to forget 
his being the chief Inſtrument of her Mothers divorce, ms Execu- 
tion was reſolved to be in the (ame place at Oxford, where Ridley, and 
Lifimer five Monchs before had ſuffered , before the ' Execution 
' Door Cole preached; who roma're uſe of Cyzammers recantation, told 
the People they ſhould do well ts hearken to this learned trans Con- 
ſeſſion, who now at kis death, and with his death, would teftihe which 
was the true Religion,never thinking Crexmer would have denied his 
former Recintationg but Cre»wer veing brought:to the Stake(contrary 
to expettation ) acknowledged that through frailcy, ke had ſub- 
{cribed{it; ; praying God heartily ta: ory te it,” for thathe had ſec his 
hand contrary to the Truth that was in his heart, and” nowfor a pu- 
niſhazent-chat hand which had dons icſhould fir ſufter; add there» - 
withalchruſting his Right hand incothe Fire, be there keld ir} cill -ie 4.) 
ficſt, thea his whole Body was conſumed, *Y 
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The next that ſuffered, were Agnes Potter, and Fone Trunchfield, in 
the County of Suffolk, both Married Women, dwelling both in one 
Town, they were burnt in pſwich ; when they had prepared them- 
ſelves ready for the Fire, they exhorted the people very earneſtly to 
lay hold on the Word of God, and not upon mans devices and inven- 
tions, deſpiſing the Ordinances and Inventions of the Romiſh Antz- 
chriſ, with all his Superſtitions and rotten Religion, 

After theſe two Women were burnt, three Men at one Fire in 
Salsbary, their names, 
John Spicer, Free-Maſon. 
 illiam Coberly, Taylor. 
John Mannarel, Husbandman. | JIE? | 

The beginning of their Imprilonment was after this manner, going 
into a Steeple-houſe, and ſeeing the Idclatry by the people pertorm- 
ed, in following the Idol in proceflion, exhorted the people to re- 
tura to the living God, ſpeaking more particularly to one Robere 
Berkſdale, head man of the Pariſh, but he took no regard to their 
words ; ſoon after the Prieft came inco-his Puſpit, who being abour 
to read his Bedral,and prayer for the Souls in Purgatory, Jo. Mazrdret 
ſpeaking with an Audible voice, ſaid, that that was the Popes Pinfold, 
after which words, by commandment of the Prieſt, they were had 
tothe Stocks, where they remained till their Worſhip was done, and ' 
then were had before « Juſtice of Peace, ang the next day were all 
three had to Salsbary, and preſented before Biſhop Capes, and William 
Geofjry, the Chancellor of the Dioceſs, by w hom they were impri- 
fond, » and often Examined of their Faith in private, but ſeldom 
openly : in their Anſwer to the Articles charged againſt them, they 
ſaid, that the Popiſb Maſs was abominable Idolatry, and injurious-to 
the Blocd of Chriſt ; and being asked, whether the Pope was ſupream 
head of the Church, they ſaid, he uſurped Authority z and ſaid, 
Chriſt was the head of the Church; and faid, Chriſts Blood pur- 


 gedaway their Sins, and not the Pepes Purgatory; and being asked, 


whether Images wert neceſſary in the Church\Fohn Munarell (aid, Wooden 
Images were: good to roſt a ſhoulder of Mutten, but: evil in the 


Church, whereby Idolatry was commitred ; when the Articles were 


anſwered, the Chancellor read their Condemnation, 2nd fo deliver- 
ed them to the Sheriff, tro whom Jobs Spicer ſaid, now you muſt be 
their Butcher, that you may be guilty allo with them of Inno- 
cent Blood before the Lord. The 24th day of: the Moneth called 
March they were had to the place of Execution, where they kneeled 
down and prayed ſceretly, and then being diſclothed to their Shirts, 
John Mandrell ſpoke with a Loud voice, Not for «ll Salsbary, which 
words men;judged to be an anſwer to the Sheriff, who offered him 
the Queens Pardon, if he would recant ; and after this, inlike man- 
ner ſpake Fob» Spicer, This is the joyfulleſt day that ever I ſaw. ' Thus 
did they moſt conſtantly give their Bodies to the Fire, and their Souls 


Six nerfons ©© the Lord for a Teftimony to his Truth, 


burnt in 
Inuhfield. 


Abont the 23th day of the Moneth called April 1556 were buyn- 
in Swithfie/d. at one Fire theſe fix perſons, vizs Robert Drakes, 
| is Wie 


"> ——_— Reman 
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William: Tymis, Richwd Spurge, Themas Spurge, Fohn Cavel, and Q.M:71, " 
George Ambroſs, they were all of Eſſex, and oof the Dioceſs of Lox- Mn, 2556 
den, they were ſent up at ſnndry times by Lord Rich, andothers,” a> "Lid 
and by Gardner Bilhop of incheſter, then Lord Chancellor of England, 
committed ſome to the Marſbal-ſes, and ſome to the Kings Bench, 

where they remained almoſt the whole year before they were 

brought to Examination : Some Paſſages in their Examination, are as 

followeth. | 

After ſix or ſevea hours diſcourſe between the Biſhop of Lendex 
and Bath with wiliam Tymis, they were weary, and began to pity ' 
Tymis's caſe, and to flater him, ſaying, 4h, good Fellow, thou art bold, | 
and thou haſt « good freſh Spirit, we would thou hadeſt learning to thy 
Spirit. 

" thank you, ſaid he: and both you be learned, and I would you had 
a good Spirit to your learning. 

The Biſhop ſeeing Tymis his hoale part white, and part of a 
ſheeps Tuſſet, in a mocking manner laid, 4h, Sirreh, are you 4 Dear 
con ? | 

Yea, that I am, ſaid he. 

So me thinketh, (aid the Biſhop, you are decked like « Deacon. 

Said Tymis, Me-thigks my Veſture doth got ſo much vary 
Son's Deacon, but your Apparel doth as much vary from an 
Apoſtle, | | 

And one of the Biſhops men ſaid, Scoffingly,: my Lore give him 
a Chair, a Toſt and Drink, and he will be Luſty. 

But the Biſhop ſaid, Have him away till another time, 

The 28ch day of Mrch, the aforeſaid fix Martyrs were brought 
ro the open Conliſtory in Paxls, before Biſnop Boner, to be condemns» 
ed for Herelie. | ; 

Bithep ſaid, Tymis, He begin with thee, for thou «rt, and haft brew the | 
R'ng-leadey of theſe thy Companions, thou heſ taught them Herefies, and 
Confirmed thews in their Erreow Opinions, endeawonring to make them 
like thy ſelf. | 

Tymis (aid, 1-Maryel, you will begin with a Lye, you call me the 
Ring-leager and Teacher of this Company. There 1s none of all 
theſe my Brethren, which are brought hither as Priſoners, but when 
they were at” liberty, and out of Priſon, diſſented from you and 
your doings 2s much as they do now,and for that cauſe they are now 
Priſoners, ſo that they learned not their Religion in Priſon, and as 
tor me, I never knew them till I was committed Priſoner with them , 
and as for my fault which you make ſo greivous, whatſoever you 
judge of me, Iam well aſſured that Ihold no other Religion then 
Chriſt Preacked, the Apoſtles Witnefſed, the Primitive Church 
received, and now of late hath been faithfully taught by Evangelical 
Preachers, for which you have cruelly burned them, and now you 
n our Blood alſo, proceed oa haodly by what rule you will, I 
ear not. 

Then the _—_ procceded to paſs the Sentence upon him, and 
then upon the reſt, and after he kad condemned them he ridded his 
R r bloody 


w"——_—_—— 
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or 


Q. Mary bloody hands of them, delivering them to the Sheritts of Londox, who 
4 - ; ſent chem to Newgate, where they remained till the xqth day of the 
CR * Moneth called 4r:/, and then fealcd their Faith with their Blood, 


The Subftance of 4 Letter of WilliamTymis & his Friends in Hookly. 
The Grace of God the Father through the Merrits of his dear 


Son Jeſus our Lord and only Saviour, with the continual aid of his 
holy and mighty Spirit to the performance of his will, to our Ever- 
laſting comfort be with you, my dear Brethren, bothnow and ever- 
more. Amen. 

My dearly beloved, I beſecch Gad to-reward the great goodneſs 
that you have ſhewed unto me, ſeven fold into your Boſoms ; and 
as you have alwayes had a moft godly love unto his Word, even fo 
I beſcech him to give you grace to love your own Souls, and then I 
truft thut you will flee from all thoſe things that ſhould diſpleaſe our 
good-und mercifull God, and hate and abhor all the Company of thele 
that would have you to Worſhip God any otherwile then is contain- 
ed in his holy Word , and beware of thoſe Maſters of Idolatry, that 
is , theſe Papiſtical Prieſts. My dear Brethren, for the tender 
mercyof God, remermber well what I have ſaid unto you, and alſo 
written, the which TI am now ready to ſeal with my Blood , I praiſe 
Ged that ever Llived to (ce the day; and bleſſed b: my good Me mMET- 
cifall God that ever he gave me a body to gloriftic his Name. And 
dear hearts, I do now write unto you for none other cauſe, but to 
put you in rememberance that I have not forgor you, to the end, 
that I would not have you _ me, but to remember well what1 
hve ſimply by word-of Mouth, and Writing taught you, the which, 
although it were moſt {imply done ; yet truely, as your own Con- 
ſcience bearath me record ; and therefore, in any caſe, take goed 
hecd, that youdo not that thing which your own Conſcience doth 
condemn , therefore coms out of Sodoms, and go to Heaven-ward 
with the Servants and Martyrs of God, leaſt you be partakers of the 
Vengeance of God, that 1scoming upon this Wicked Nation, from 
the which the Lord God defend you, &c; Thus now, Itake my 
leave of you forever inthis World, except I be buraed amongſt you, 
which thing is uncertain uate me as yet. 

By me your pooreft, and moſt unworthy Brother in Chrift v4 
liam Tymis ;, in Newgate, the x2th day of April, condemned 
todicfor Chriſts Truth, | 


Fear Beech of Tambridge, and Jobs Herpool of Recheffer, were both 
condemned for the Truth of the Goſpel by 4orrice, Biſhop of Rocke- 
ex, and were Suffercrs together at one Fire in Recheſter the firſt day 
of che Monceth called April x556 


The next day after ſuffered in the like Cauſc at Carbriige one Fohs 


56108 


_—_— 
— 
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_ | _ 0:,Mary; 
Some Sentences taken out of a Letter, written by the ſaid John An , 1556 
WY, 


Hullier, are as followeth 


Tohn Hufier being of long time Priſoner, and now openly judged 
for the Teſtimony of the Lord Jeſus, wiſheth heartily to the whole 
Congregation of God the ftrength of his holy Spirit to their Ever- 
laſting bealth both for Body and Soul. 

I now (moft dear Chriſtians) having the Sweet Comfort of Gods 
ſaving hea'th, arid being confirmed with his free Spirit (be he only 
prailcd therefore) am conftrained in my Conſcience, thinking it my 
very Duty te admoniſh you, 'as ye tender the Salvation of your Souls, 
by all manner of means, to ſeperate your ſelves from the Company 
ot the Popes Hirelinzs, conſidering what is ſaid in the Revelatios of St. 
Fobn by the Angel of God touching all men; the words be theſe ; 
If any man Worſhip the Beef and his Image, and receive bis Mark in his 
forehead, or in his hand, the ſame ſhall arink the Wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured into the Cup of his wrath, and he ſhall be puniſhed 
with Fire and Brimſtone before the holy Angels, and before the Lamb ; 
and the Smoat of their Torment aſcendeth up evermore, 

Come out from among them and joyn not your ſelves to their un- 
lawfull Aſſemblies; yea, do not once ſhew your ſelves with the leaſt 
part of your Body to favour their Wicked doings, but glorifie God 
(as moſt right is) ſo well in your whole Body outwardly, as inward- 
ly in your $pirit,or elſc you can do neither of both well, for your Bo- 
dy doth belong to God as well asyour Spirit z at the Dreadfull Day 
of Judgment we ſhall all receive rhe Works of our Bodies according 
to that we have done, whether it be good or bad. 

Therefore whatſoever we do we may not bring the Spirit in bond- 
age to the Body, but contrary wiſe we may ſubdue the Bedy, and 
the will of the Fleſh to the Spirit, that the Spirit may freely accom- 
pliſh the will of God in all things ; for otherwiſe we (hall neyer be 
Partakers of his Promiſe, with the true Children of Abraham, for, 
as Pawl ſaith, they which are the Children of the Fleſh, are not the 
Children of God ; if we live according to the Fleſh, we ſhall die ; 
for to be cargally minded is Death, bur to be Spiritually minded is 
Life and Peace, becauſe that the flefhly mind is Emaity to God, for 
it is not obedient to the Law of God, neither can be fo, then they rhat 
are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God. | 

Now chooſe you which way you will, take either the narrow 
Way that leadeth to Life, which Chrift himſelf, and his faithfull Fel- 
lowers; have gone through before; or elſc the broad Path-way which 
leadeth to Deſtruftion, which the Wicked Worldlings take their 
pleaſure in, fora while; I for my part have now written this ſhort 


Admonition unto you of good will (as God be my. Witneſs) to ex- * 


hort, you to that Way which at length you your ſelvos ſhall prove and 
find to be beſt, yea, and rejoyce thereef: And I do not only write 
this, but I will alſo (with the affiftance of Gods Grace) ratihie, =_ 

m 


— 
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0. Mury . firm and ſ:al the ſame with the effuſion of my Blood, when the 
4n. 1556, fulltime ſhall be expired that he bath appointed, which (ſo far forth 

—V>— as I may judge) muft needs be within theſe few dayes : Therefore, | 
now bid you all moſt heartily farewell-in the Lord, whoſe Grace be 
with your Spirit, Amen z Watch and Pray, Watch and Pray, Pray 
Pray, ſo be it. - 


Tehu Hulier, 


ci men ON the 24th day of 4pril (ſo called) there were fix men burnt at 
burntat Ne fire in Co/cheffer, where the-moſt part of them did inhabit, there 
Colcheſter, names were, Ms 
Chriſtopher Lafter, of Dingham, Husband- Man. 
J-hz Mace, of Colchefter, Apothecary. 
John Spencer, W.caver, of Colcheſter, 
Symon Foyne, S1W yer. | 
Richard Nicholes, of Colchefter, Weaver. 
Fohn Hammond , of "nay qi Tanner. | 
Bcing had to the Biſhops Houle at Fulham, ſeveral Articles were 
objeted againſt them concerning the Sacrament of the Altar, and 
other things the ſame ineffe& that were propounded to others that 
ſuffered before: them, to the which they made there ſeveral An- 
ſwers, agrecing altogether there in one Truth,. and ſtanding moſt 
firmly unto their Chriftian-profeſſion, though they were by divers 
wayes and means tryed and proved, whether they would revoke 
their Faith,aod return to Anti-chriſts-Church , which thing,when they 
refuſed, the Biſhop ſtoutly pronounced the Sentence of condem- 
nation againſt them,committing them unto the tempera] power,who 
receiving the writ De Hereticis Comburandis, the 28th day of the Mon, 
callcd April, as aforeſaid, they cheefully ended their lives to the glo- 
ry of God, and the great encouragment of orhers. 
Hugh Lave- The next that ſuffered were Hugh Lavereck of Barking, a Lame 
reck and Jo. Man, and Fohn Apprice a Blind man, They were Acculed of ſome 
price of their Neighbours to the Biſhop, and others; and being ſent for 
rtyrs. by an Officer were brought to the Biſhops Houſe, where he Examined 
them upon his nine Common-Articles, to the which they having 
anſwered, were ſent to Priſon till further Examined, which was s- 
bout nine dayes after in the Confiſtory at Pauls, where he urged 
them to recant their Opinions againſt the Sacrament of the Altar 
Huzh Laverock ſaid, I will ſtand to mine anſwers, and I cannot find in 
the Scriptures,that the Priefts ſhould lift up over their heads a Cake of 
Bread, Fobw Apprice ſaid, your Do&rine ;you teach is ſo agreeable 
with the V/orld, and.imbraged by them, that it cannot be agreeable 
with the Scriptures of God. . | 
The Biſhop ſoon after pronounced the Sentence againſt them, ' and 
delivered them to the Temperal Officer, and on the x5th day of the 
aforeſaid Month, they were carricd in a Cart from Newgate to Strat- 
ford, where meſt quietly ia the Fire, they praiſed God, yielding up 
their Souls into his hands, | * 
-4TACQ 


\ 
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The next day after they were burnt, there ſufferedDeath at the Fire O. Mary, 
in Smithfeld three Women, viz. | Aw. 1556, 
Katherine Hut, of Bocking, Widdow. AL 
Foan Rornes, of Billerica, Maid. Three W 
Elizabeth Thackvell, of Great-Burfted, Maid, —_——— : 


Bonner brought his uſai form of Articles agaiaft them, to which ; - withfield. 
when they had anſwered, he paſt his Sentence upon them. 

Katherine Hut, Widdow, . at her laſt Examination told the Biſhop, 
ſbe denyed their Sacrament to be God, becauſe, ſaid ſhe, itis adumb 
God; and made with mens hands. | 
' Joan Hornes ſaid, That Way you call Hereſie, I traſt to ſerve the 

Lord my God in. 

Art the ſame time there was one Margaret Els, who for the ſame 
Truth was brought in Queſtion, and was by Berner adjudged and 
condemned, -baut before the time of her burning came, the died ia 
Newgaze, whoſe Innocent ſuffering was alſo thought mect to be re- 
corded with the reſt of her Faithfull Friends, 


# A Relation of the burning of Thomas Drowry, 4 Blind 
Boy, and Thidmas Croker Brickloyer. 


In Examination before Door wiliems,Chancellor of the Conſifto? 
ry Court at Gloucefter, amongſt other Articles, he chiefly urged che Themes 
Articles of Tran{ubſtantiation\{aying, Drowry and 
Chancellor, Deſt nat thou believe, that after the Words of Conſecrea- Tho. Crokgr 
gion ſpoken by the Prieſt, there remaineth the very real Body of Chriſt in Martyrs. 
the Sacrament of the Altar? 
To whom the Blind Boy anſwered, No, that I do not, 
| Chancellor, Then theu art an Heretich, and ſbalt be burnt q but who 
hath taught thee this Hereſie ? | 
B 0y, 'You. | 
Chancellor, Where 1 pray thee ? 
By, Evenin yonder place, pointing towards the Pulpit , (the 
Courtbcing held near it, ) | 
Chancellor, Whew did 1teach thee ſo? 
Boy, When you Preached there upon the Sacrament, you ſaid, 
the Sacrament was to be received Spiritually, by Faith, and not car- ) 
nally, as the Papifis have heretofore taught. 
#, Chancellor, Then do 44 1 have done, and thou ſhalt live a5 1 ds, and 
eſcape burning, | 
Boy, Though you can ſo eafily diſpence with your ſelf, and Mock 
you Gad, the World and yout Conſcieace, yer, I will not fo 
0. 
Chancellor, Thee God have Mercy upon thee, for Iwillreed the Sex- 
tance againſt-thee, | 
Boy, Gods will be fulfilled: And ſoon after he and Than: Croker 
were both burat in Glewcefer. 
| Aboutthe Moneth call 4ay Themas Spicer of Winſton, Fohn Deny po 
and Edmund Poole, being —_ to Examination before During gd Fools 


Chancellor Martyrs. 
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0. Mary. Chancellor of Norwich, who objeQtd againſt them the common Ar- 
An, 1556. ticles, and after choy had an{wered, becauſe they would not recaat, 
YN he read the condemnatien, and delivered them to the Secular power, 
and about the 21th"of the aforeſaid Moneth they were all burnt for 

their Teſtimony ig one Fire in Brekieff in the County of Suffolk. 

In this Moneth #4s!liam Slech Priſoner inthe Kingſ-bench, for the 
Confeffion of the Truth there died, | 

Oa the ſixthday of the Moneth' called Fuxe there were four per- 

Sulferere i (Ons burnt at Zews, "ig Suſſex, for the Profeſſion of the Truth, ws. 

Saflix. ' Thomas Harland of woodmantet, Carpenter, Fohn Oſwald of the ſame, 
Husband-Man, Thowas Auington of Ardingly, Turner, and Thomas 
Kead. Theſe four, after a Javg Impriſonment ig the Xingſ Bench, 
Suffered at the aforelaid place Jobs Oſwald denied to anſwer 
any thing until his Accuſers were po face to face before him, 
and ſaid, Fire and Faggots could not make him afraid; bur as many 
good men were gone before him; he was ready te Suffer, and follow 
aftcr, | 

In the ſame Moneth, and in the ſame Town of Lewis were burat 
Thomas Wood and Thomas Mills, 

wWiliam Adberal , and Fobs Clement, being Priſoners, die in the 
car about the 24th day of the ſame Magcth. 

The 26th day of the ſame Moneth a Young man-ſervant to a Mary 
chant was-burat by the Pepiſts at Lieceſter. - . ... 

The 27th day of the ſarme Moneth there Gffered thirteen Perſons 

- atone Fire at Stratford near Bow by London, eleaven Men, and two 

' Women ; the chaven Mecn were tyed- to three Stakes, and the two 
Women were looſe in the midſt without any Stake. In the company 
of theſe thirteen were three more condemned to dic, viz. Thomas 
Freeman, William Stamard, Williaw Adany. 

The Names of the. thirteen that were burnt, were as followeth, 
Ralph Fackſon, Henry Adlington, Lyon Camch, Wil. Haluoell, George Sear- 
les, Fobn Ronth, Foby Dariſall, Henry Wye, Edwnnd Aurſf, Lawrence Parn- 
ham, Themas Bowyer, Ellis Pepper, Agnes Gearce. 

After they were condemned the Deag of Paws declared in his Ser- 
mon that they held as many Opinions as there were perſons, where- 
fore, they drew up a Dcclarationof their Faith, to which they all 
ſigned, ſome particulars of which were. 

That the Sea of Rowe was the Sea of Azti-cbrift, the Congrega- 
oy 4 the Wicked, &'c. Whereof the Pope is head, under the 

CVII. - He vr , 

Alſo, that the Maſs was not only a prophanation of the Lords 
Supper, but a Blaſphemous Idol : 

at God was acither Spiriteally nor Corporally in the Sacrament 

. of the Altar, and there remaineth no Subſtance in the ſame, but on- 

ly the. ſubſtance of Bread 8nd Water; for thele Articles of our Be- 

licf (faid they) we being cbndemned to die, do willingly offer-our 

eorryptible Bedics. to be diflolved in the Fire, all with one Yoice aſ- 
ſenting and conſenting thereunto. I» 

Whea they were Examined before the Bloody Biſhop, and faid, 


they 
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they would believe all he or they could prove by. Scripture, he ſaid, O.Mary, 
he would aot ftand to prove.it with Hereticks ; but ſaid, they were Az. 1 556. 
the holy Church, and: you ought. (faid lic) to beljeve us, or elſe b Wm, 
cut off like withered Branches. | | 

About this time Thomas Parres, Martin Hunt, and Fohn Norrice di- 
ed Priſoners in the K/»eſ-Bench, who were all buriedin the back-ſide 
of the Priſon. 

The 3oth of the Moneth called June there were three perſons burnt Three hurne 
in one Fire at Edmwndsbury in Suffolk, *whole names were, Roger Bern- at Edwnnd/- 
ard, Alam Foſter, and Robert Lawſon. v7 bury. 

When Roger Bernard cama before Door Kopron, Bilhop of Norwich 

upon Examinatian, the Bilbop askt him, Wherher he had been with the 
Prieſt at Eafter zo be ſbriven, and whether he had received the Sacrament 
of the Alter or no? 

Eer44rd (aid, No, Ihave got been to confeſs to the Prieft, but I 
have confalled myſinsto Almighty God, and I truft ke hath forgiven 
me ; wherefore, I thall not need to go to the Prieſt, for ſuch matters, 
who cannot help himſelf, 


Biſhop, Surely Beraard, thos muſt needs go and confeſs thy ſelf unts 


W. | 

Bernard , That hall I not do, by the Grace of God, while 1 
live. 

Biſhop, hat a ſtout Beyly Heretick is this? How malipertly be anfwer?. 
eh. 

Bernard, It doth not grieve me (I thank God) to be called Heretick 
at your hands, for ſo your Fore-fathers called the Prophets ang Con- 
fe{ſ0rs of Chriſt, long before this time. | 

After ſome other words paft batween them, the Biſhop roſe up 
ſore diſpleaſed , awd Commanded the Goaler to take him awey , aud 
lay Irons emough on bim, for, (aid he, 1 will tame bin ere he g0 from 


7c. 


The next day being brought before kim again, Biſhop asked him, 
if hz remembred himſelf, ſince the day before. 


Bernard (aid, Yes, I remember my ſelf very well, for I am the 
ſame man I was yefterday,. and I hope ſhall be all the dayes of my * 
life concerging the matter you talked with me of. ; 

Thea one of the Guard being by, undertook to Examine him, who 
had him to an lan, where many Prieſts were aſſembled together 5 
who firſt began to flatter Roger Bernard, and then ſeeing that would 
not NY threatned him with Whipping,/Stockiag, Burning, and 
(ſuch like, . 

Bernard tenderly replying, ſaid, Friends, I am go better then my 
Maſter Chriſt and the Prophets, which your Fore-fathers ſerved af- 
ter ſuch ſort, and I for his Names ſake am content to ſuffer the like 
at your hands, if God ſhall ſo permit, truſting that he will Grengthea 
me in the ſame according to his promiſe. 

When they ſaw he would not relent, or yield, they ſaid, behold, 

a right Schollar of Johz Fortune, whom they had then in Priſon z ſo 
they carricd him again to the Biſhop, who1mmediately condemned 


kim 


— a 
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O. Vary kimas an Heretick, and delivered him to the ſecular power , he was 
154+ afivgle man, a _— dwelling in Franſde in Suffolk, and was 


get br firſt apprehended for refuſing to go to the Church (ſo called.) 


A Relationof the Examination of John Fortune of Hiatleſharn 
Suffolk Black-Smith, about in the 20th day of the 
Meoneth called April, before' Doltor Parker and 
the Biſbep, written with bis own hand. 


This Fohs Fortuse was 4 man of a Zealous Spirit, and ready inthe 
Scriptures, in-Chrifts Cauſe Stout and Valiant, and no leſs patience 
in his wrongful Suffering, then conſtant in his DoTtrine. 


The Examination © .u folloneth. 


Firſt, Door Farke? asked, Hew I believed in the Catbolick Faith? 

Fertune, I asked him which Faith he meant, whether che 
Faith that Srephes bad, or the Faith of them that put Srephen to 
death ? FO I 
Parker being moved, ſaid, what « naughty Fellow is this, you ſbal 
fee anon he will deny the bleſſed Sacrament of the Altar, and ſaid, How 
fayeſt thow by the bleſſed Maſs? 

Fortwxe, And1 fill, and made no anſwer. | 

Thea ſaid one Foſter, why peakeft thes xt, and make the Gentleman 
4# enſwey ? | 

Fortune; 1 faid, Silence is a good anſwer to a fooliſh Queſtion. 

Parker, 1 4m ſure be will deny the bleſſed Sucrament of the Altar. 

Fort8xe, | (aid, I knew none ſuch, ; 
. - Parker, Tewdenythe order of the ſeven Sacraments ; aud why deft this 
wet believe in the Sacrament of the Altar? 

Fort#xe, Becauſe it is not written in Gods Book, 

Foſter, You ſhall be whipped and Burnt for thi. 

Fortune, If you knew how theſe words do rejoyce my heart, you 
would not have ſpoken them. 

- Away with him, ſaid he, fir be is tex times worſe then Sarnuel, and fo 

he was carried away to Priſon again. 


At the ſecond Examination. F 


Biſhop asked me, 1f 1did net believe in the Catholick Church? 
Fortuze, I believe that Churth whereof Chriſt is the bead; 
 _ Biſhop, Doft thou not believe that the Pope us Sapream head of the 
Chorch ? | | 
. Fortuxe, No, Chriſt is' Head of the true Church: | 
p Fortuns, Then I asked him, whether the Pope were a Spirtual 
an? 
. To which he ſaid, res. 
 » Fortune, Ifaid, They are ſpightfull men, for in ſeventeen Months 
there 


- 
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rhere were three Popes one Poiſoned another, for that preſumptous 
ſeat of Anti-chhift, | | 

Biſhup, 1* '& Maliſbionſly ſpoken, for thow muſt obey the pener , and 
not the man; nell, {aid he, what ſay you to the Ceremonies of the 
Charch? 

Fortune, All things that are not planted by my heavenly Father 
ſhall be blucked up by the roots, ſaith Chriſt. 0 

Biſhop, They are good and godly, and neceſſary to be uſed. 

Frtune, Paul called them weak and beggerly. 


At the third Examination, 


Biſhop, How believeff thou in the Sacrament of the Altar? Doft thow 
wt believe that after the Conſecratiopthere is the real ſubſtance of the Bo« 
&y of Chriſt? | 

Fortune , That is the greateſt Plague that ever came into Eng- 
land. | 

Biſhop, why ſo? 

Fortune, If I werea Biſhop, and you a poor maa as Iam, I would 
be aſhamed to ask ſuch a Queſtion ; for a Biſhop ſhould be apt to 
teach and not to learn, 

Biſhop, 7s it 1dolatry fo worſbip the bleſſed Sacrament or no ? 

mo God 1s 2 Spirit, and will be Worſhipped ia Spirit and 
Truth, 


At another Examination. 


Biſhop asked me, 1f 1would «ud to my Ayſwers that 1 had made him 

before ? 7 | 
Fortune, Ya, for I have ſpoken nothing but the Truth : And 
after that he made a great Circumſt :nce upon the Sacrament. 

Then I deſired him to keep to the Text, and he read the Scrip- 
ture which ſaid, 7 «1m the Bread which came down from Heaven, believe/t 
thou nt thi? 

Fortune, Yea, truly. 

Bitnop, hy doſt thou deny the Sacrament ? 

Fortune, Becauſe your Do&rine is falſe, 

Biſhop, How can that be falſe which is ſpoken in the Scripture ? 

Fortune, Chriſt ſaid, 1 am the Bread, and you lay, the Bread is he 
therefgre your Dotrine is falſe. 

Bip, Diſt not thow believe the Bread is he? 

Forture, No, 

Biſhop, 1will bring thee to it by the Scriptures, 

Fortune, Hold thar faſt, for that is the beſt Argument you have 


et. 
: Biſhop, Thou ſbalt be burnt like an Heretick, 
Fortune, Who ſhall give Judgment _ me ? 
p Biſhop, 1 wif judge « hundred ſuch as thou art, and never be ſhreven 
oy it, 
Fortune, Is not there a Law for the Spirituality as well as for the 
Temporality ? 
T t -  ,Cle- 
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3. Clement Higham ſaid, Tes, what meaneft thou by that ? 
9 _ Fortune, When a manis perjured, by the Law he 1s caſt over the 
Ar. 1556 Bax; and ſitteth no more in judgment z and the Bifhop is a perjured 
—V> man, and ought to ſit in Judgment of no man, ' 
Biſhop, How proveſt thou that ? : | 
. Fortune, Becauſe you took an Oath in King Henry's dayes to reſt 
the Pope z ſo both Spiritual and Temperal are perjured, that herecan 
be no true Judgment. 
Biſhop, Thinkeſt thou ts eſcape Fudzment by that, mo, for my Chancel. 
bor ſhall judge thee, he took no Oath, for he was then out of the Realmy, 
Clement Higham, 1# is time ts weed out ſuch Fellows 41 you be ig: 
deed. ; 
The Biſhep commanded the Bailiff to take him away y thus much 
touching the Exatnination ofthis man, but whether he diced by Fire 
or were otherwiſe prevented by Death is not recorded, only bis Sen. 
tenceof Condemnation was drawn up, and regiſtred by rhe Regiſter of 
Norwich ; but moſt cerrain it 1s, he never recanted, 


John Careleſs Examined before Doctor Maxttia, 


Martin askt him, -» here he was bory ? 
Z mor Careleſs (aid, At Coventry. 
—_ Martin ſaid, How cameſt thos hither ? "_ 
; Eareleſs, By a Writ. 
Martin, Ti fo ars 4 banſom man, and its pity but thou ſhouldeſf ds well, 
«14d play the Wiſe mans part. | 
cans, I put you out of doubt, that I am moſt ſure and certain 
of my Salvation by Chriſt Jeſus,ſo that my Soul is ſafe already, what- 
ſoever pains my Body ſuffer here for a little time, 

After much more diſcourſe between them about predeftination. 

Martin ſaid, The Lord knows that 1 would gladly make ſume means to 
preſerve thy life, but thou ſpeakeft ſo much of the Lord, the Lord, How 
ſoft thou, wilt thou be content to go into Ireland, and ſerve the Quees 
there? 

Cereleſs.1 am ready to do ſervice to the Queen,or her Officers, but if 
they require me todo any thing contrary to Chrifts Religion I am rea« 
dy alſo to do my ſervice 1n Smithfield for nor obſerving it, as other my 
Br ethren have done. 

He cadured Impriſonment two whole years in Coventry, and the 


Kings-Bexch, where at laft he died, and was buried in a Dunghill in 
the Fields. | 


Sentences taken out of 4 Letter written by John Carcleſs, 
in the tinu of his Sr,jering, aus 
Impriſoumest 


To my meſt dear and faithful Brethren in Newgete condemned to 
gdie for the Teſtimony of Gods Everlaſting Truth. 


The Everlafting Peace of God in Chrift Jeſus, the contywal 
| Joy 
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oy, Strength and Comfort of bis moſt pure, "Holy and Miehty 5 Ma. 
Bp rit, with the increaſe of Faith, *and lively feeling of his $a Q. Mar J 
- ry An, 1556 
Mcrcy be with you my moſt dear and iaith ful Ioying Brother Tyms, wee, 
with all the reſl of my dezr hearts-in the Lord you faithful fellow 
Soulciors, and molt coaſtaat Compamons in bonds, yea of men Can- A 
demac4 moſt cruelly for the finccre Teſtimony of Gods Everlaſting 
Truth, ro thefull tinitlnag of caat good work which he hath fo gra- 
tion{ly begun in you all.that the ſame may be to his glory the commo- 
dity of his poor afflietcd Church, ard to your Everlafiing comfort in 
him, Amen. -. 

Ah, my mofi ſweet and loving Brethren, and deareſt hearts ia the 
Lord, what ſhall I ſay,or how (hall I write unto you n the left point or 
Part io utter tne great joy that my poor heart hathconceived in God, 
through the moit godly Examplc of your Chriftian«conſtancy, ard 
ſincere Confeſſion ef Chrifts Truth; truly my Tongue cannot declare 
nor my Pen <xpreſs the aboundance of Spirirual mirth and gladneſs 
that my mind þnd inward man hath felt, ever fince I heard of your 
hezriy Uckinel3 2nd mogelſt behaviour before the Bloody Butcher, 
11 the time of all your crafty Examinations, eſpecially at your cruel 
Condemnation in their curied Ne ya rs wan z bleſſed be God the 
Father of all Mercy, and Praiſed be his Name, who hath not enly 
gr you continual Aid,Strength and Comfort of his holy and mighs 
ty Spirit to the faithful Confeſſion of Chriſt, for whoſe Cauſe (Oh, 
molt happy man)ye are condemn'd to die,bne hath allo given you ſuch 
a Mouth and Wildom, as all your Wicked Enemies were not able to 
rcliſt y my dear Brethren, this is an evident proof thac God is on our 
lige. 

Therefore, my dearly Beloved, Ceaſe not fo long as ye be in this 
life to praiſe the Lord, for that of his gr-ar mercy and infinite good- 
nels hs hath counted you Worthy of this great dignity, to ſuffer for 
his ſaxe, not only the loſs of Gocds, Wife and Children, long Im- 
priſonmeat, Cruel Oppreſſion &c. Burt allo the deprivation of this 
rzortal life, with the diſſolſuation of your Bodies in the fire. 

Ah, my oſt dear Brother Tyms, whole time reftcth altogether 
in che hagds of the Lord, in a full happy time cameſt thou 1ato this 
Troubl:-ſome World; but in a much more bleficd hour ſhalt thou 
dzpart our of the ſame, fo that the ſweet ſaying of Selowen, or ra- 
ther ofthe holy Ghoſt, ſhall be full wel} verified upon thee, yea, and 
on all thy faithfull Fellows, Getter 5s the day of Death, ſaith he, rhes 
the dey of Birth : This ſaying cannot be verified upon cvery man, but 
upan thee, my dear Brother, ard ſuch as thou art, whole Death is 
moſt pretious before God, and full dear ſhall your Blood ben his 
ſight, bleſſed be God for thee, my dear Brother, that ever I knew 
thee for in a moſt happy tims came I firſt into thy Company ; pray 
for me, dear Brother, pray for nie, that God will oace voueh me 
Worthy of that great dignicy whereuato he hath now brought you. 

Ah, all my faichfull Brethrea, what ſhall I fay, or what ſhall I 
write unto you, butthe ſame that Elizabeth laid to Mary, Happy art 
thou which hit believed, for ab things which the Lord bath ſpoken to thee Luke 2; 


all 
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| Mary, fþalt be fol lled , ſalſay to you, my dear hearts in the Lord, happy 
et {a ow ye Ee twice havey ſhall you be for evermore, becauſe you 
IA have ftzdfaftly believed the moſt {weet Promiſes which God the Fa- 


—— 


ther hath made unto you, with his'own Month, in that ke hath Pro- 
mited you (which are the faithfull Seed of the believing Abraham) that 
ye {hall be bleſfed ever World without end; and as you do believe, 
{0 doyou bear record that God is true, the Teſtimony whereof you 
have full'worthily born to the World , and ſhortly will full ſure- 
ly ſeal the ſame with your Blood , yea, even to Morrow , I do 

' underſtand, : 

| Oh Conftant-Chriſtians ! Qh Valliant Souldiers of the high Cap- 
rain Jo Chrift, who for your ſake hath conquered the Devil 
Death, Sin and Hell, and hath given you full Vitory over them for 
evermore, Oh Worthy Witneſſes, and moſt glorious Martyrs, 
whole invincible Faith hath overcome that Proud, Sturdy-Bragging 
Prince of the World, and all his Wicked Army, over whom you 
ſhall ſhor:ly triumph for evermore. 

Thus committing bu all to Gods moſt merciful Defence, whoſe 
Qurarrel you have defended,w hoſe Cauſe you have promoted, whoſe 
plory you have ſet forth,and whoſe Name you have conſtantly confel- 
ed ; farewel my dear Hearts in the Lord, I will make as much hafte 

Rev.i;, After you as I may, All our dear Brethren Salute you. they pray for 
"you, and praiſe God for you continually z Bleſſed be the Dead that die 
in the Lora, fer they reit frow their Labours and their Works follow 

them. 


Fohn Careleſs. 


About the ſame time that John Carelef/ died, Julius Palmer, Fohn 
Gmwiz and Thomas Askin were burnt together in Newberry, in the 
County of Berks, | 

Fulins Pal- Julius Palmer, was born in Coventry, his Father had been Mayor 
wer Martyr. Of Coventry, who bred Fulizs a Schollar. T1 his Fatizs was a man of 
a prompt and ready memory, a wit ſharp and pregnant, he was of be- 

haviour courteous, without curiofity, of countenance cheorfull, with- 

out high looks, of Speech pleaſant, he was affal-l- and Io as a Chitd, 

and yet quick Spirited, and vehement rnTteaſoning. he procti'ed no 

deceit towards any man, for he was of ſuch ſimplicity, that ke was 

apter to be deccived then to deceive : In King Edward's time, he was 

a Papi#t, and an utter Enemy to the Proteant Reiizion then aPpearing, 

for which he was expelled the Houſe or Colledge he belonged to ; but 

in Queen Aeryes reign was again reſtored to the ſaid Houſe, but ſeeing 

the Conſtancy of the Martyrs that-Suffered in Queen AMaryes reign, 

and hearing a Relation of the cruelty infifted on ſome of them, he 

cryed out, O raping Cruelty, O Tyranny, and mcre then Barbaroar, 

and ſet himſelf to ſearch into the Religion of the ProteZarts that ſuffer- 

&d, and ſoon after was ſo far converted .from Popery, that he could 

nof bow to ſeveral Popiſh Ceremonies, ſo that he was conftrained in 

a ſhort ſpace to yield up his Fellowſhip in Oxford, and betook himſelf 

to teach School at Readirg, where he had not continued long, but 
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and findingan opper:urmity, fcarched his Cloſer, where they found 

ſoms Buoks and Wriuzgs , written by lim gait the Pop:ſh Pro- 
ceedings,and cipectu.ly 2gainſt their brutiſh Tyranny executed againſt 
the Martyrs z wiereupun they threarned him, that except he did 
without delay depart taeir Coaſts, they would produce the Books 

before the Councel ; whereupon he was forced to depart from 

the Town of Readzng, leaving 1n the hands of his Enemies what he 

had there, and took his Journey to Eviſham, where his Mother dwelt, 

hoping to get what his Father left him when he ied ; his Mother 

underſtanding his Condition, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, and had a ſhort 

diſcourſe with him, ſaid to him, Irequire thee to depart from my 
Houſe, and out of my fight, as for Money and Goods I have none of 
thine, thy Father bequeathed nought for Hereticks, Faggots I have to 
burn thee, more thou gets not at my hand, ſo with a ſoft anſwer 
and a few ſweet words to her, the tears runniag dowa his cheeks, he 
departcd from her, which fo mollified her hard heart, that ſhe threw 
an old Angel after him, and faid, take that to keep thee a true man, 

This poor man being deftitute of worldly Friendſhip, agd caſt off 
by ber whom he took to be his ſureſt Friand, knew not which way to 
go, at laft he concluded to go to Oxford to ſome Friends there, where 
a School was propoſed to him in Glowcefterſpire, which he accepted, 
and as he was travelling it came into his mind that there was a quar- 
rers ſtipend due to him at Keadir? for teaching Schoot, and to look 
after his other things he had there, he reſolved to go to Reading x 
where though he uſed what endeavours he could to be retircd and pri- 

vate, he was by the treachery of ſome Hypocrites diſcevercd and ap- 
prehended being raken our of his Bed by Officers,to whom he opened 
not his Lips, but wis led away as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and was 
committed to Priſon, where the Keeper like x Ravening Woolfe gree- 
dy of his prey, put him intoa blind ſtinking and dark Dungeon, 
and there lcft him for a time haogiog by the hands and feet in 2 pair 

of Stocks , in this Dungeon he remazned about ten dayes, under rhe 

Tyranny ofthis unmercitull Keeper, 

After shis he was brought before the Mayar,where he was Accuſed 
(by thoſe that had Pilledged his Study, of divers grieous Crimes) but 
when he came to his An(wer he did ſo deface their Evidence,& defend 
h's own Innocency, that the Mayor was aſhamed that he had given 
{o much credit to them,and fought how they might convey him privi- 
ly outof the Country z when thele Bloody Adverfarics ſaw this Stra- 
ragem would got ſerve their turns, they found another Snare, which 
was 10 Accuſe Palmer of Hereſic,and he was again called out of Priſon 
before the Mayor and Juſtices, to render an Account of his Faith be- 
Fore ther, and when they had iotrapt'd him, they cauiſcd him, and 
a Bill of InftruQion with him to be ſent to Newberry to be Examined 
by Doftor Jeffery at the Viſitation at Newberry, the 16th of th- 
Month called Fuly 1556. In the mean time he Suffered ſome hard- 
{hips in Reading, Goa), for want of Money to fupply kis Occaſion. * 
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ſome envious perivus againſt the Truth ſougta Occafion agank him, } .M-. 
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The publick Examination of Julius Palmer at Newbery before 
Dotor Jefferies, Biſbop of Sarum, and others, 


Biſhop called Pal mer, and ſaid, Art thou the jolly writer of three half 
penny books we he ar of ? 

Palmer, 1 know not what you mean. 

Bifhop, Have you taught Latine ſo long, that now you underſtand not 
Engliſh. 

a this he anſwered Nothing. 

Biſhop, we underſtand by your Articles that you are convidt of certain 
Herefves ,, that you deny the Popes Holineſs Supremacy ; that the Prieſt ſbew- 
eth up an Idol at Maſs, and that there is no Purgatory, &«. 

Biſhop askt him, wherber he wrote ſome Books, and he ſhewed hin 
the Books, 

Palmer anſwered, yea, hedid, | 

Biſhop threatned him, that be would make him recant, and would wring 
peccavi out of bis lying Lips ere he had done with him. 

Palmer, Iknow, that though of my (elt Iam able to do nothing, 
yet if you and all mine Enemies ſhould do your worſt, you ſnall not 
be able to bring that to pals, neither ſhall you prevail againſt Gods 
mighty Spirit, by which we underſtand the Truth, and ſpeak it ſo 
boldly. 

Biſhop, Ah, are you full of th: Spirit, are you inſpired with the holy 
Ghoſt * 

Ek No man can believe but by the inſpiration of the holy 
Ghoſt; therefore if I were not a ſpiritual man, and infpized with 
Gcds holy Sp'r.t, I were not atrue Chriſtian ; he that hath not the 
Spirit of Chrift is nane of his, 

Biſhop, 1 perceive you lack no words, 

Palmer, Chriſt hath promiſed nor only to give us ſtore of words 
neceſſary, but with them ſuch force of mattcr as the Gates cf Hell 
ſhall not be able to confound or prevail agaiaſt it. 

Biſhop, Chriſt nmae ſuch a promiſe to his Apeftles z you will not Compare 
with them ? . 

Palmer, With the Apoſtles I may not compare, yet this promiſe I 
am certain pertaineth to all ſuch as are appointed to defend Gods 
Truth agzink his Enemies in the time of their Perlecution for ths 
ſame. 

Biſhop, They it pertaineth mot unto thee. 

Palmer, Yes, Tam Tight well afſured that it pertaineth unto me, 
as it ſhall appear if you give me 1-ave to diſpute with you before this 
Audience, in the defence of all that I bave there Written, 

Biſhop, Thew art but « beardleſs Boy, ftart up yeſterday ont of the 
Schools, and,dareſt thou preſume to offer Diſputation,or r0 encounter with « 
Dottor ? | 

Palmer, Remember M. DofQtor, the Spirit breatheth where it 
pleaſes, &c. and out of the Mouthes of Babes, &c, And thou haft 

hidden 
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hieden theſe things from the wiſe, &c. Godis not tyed totime, wit, Marys 
learning, place nor perſon. Az. 1556 
The Regiſter ſaid if you ſuffer bim thus impudently to trifle with you he 
will never Tow! done, 
Then the Biſhop ſaid,it was not in his, Commiſſion to diſpute with him, 
but had a great deal more diſcourſe with bim, and after he had done exami- 
ning of him, the high Sheriff after Dinner ſent for Julius Palmer to ſpeak 
with him, and exhortea him to revoak his Opinion, to ſpare his young years 
wit an4 learning, and told bim that if he would be conformable he would give 
him his meat and ten pound a year, Fs. _ 
Palmer thankt him, and ſaid, that as he had already in two places 
renounced his living for Chriſts ſake, ſo he would, with Gods Grace, 
be ready to ſurrender and yield up his life alſo for the ſame,when God 
ſhould lend time. 
Then one winchcem upon the Bench ſaid, Take pityon thy golden 
Years aud pleaſant Flowers of lufty Yomth, before it be tos late. 
Palmer, llong for thole ſpringing Flowers that ſhall never fade 
away. 
+- "VEE If thou be at that poirt.1have done with thee, 
"Then was Palmer had to the Blind-koule, and in the afternoon 
Fehn Gwin and Thomas Arkin had the ſentcace of Condemnation, and 
were delivered to the Sheriff, and the next morning Palmer was con- 
demned, and the ſame afternoon'they were 2]! three burat 3 About 
an hour before they were executed Pa/mer comforted his Fellow-ſuffer- 
ers with theſe words. Happy are you when mes rlevile you and per ſecute you 
for righteouſue(s ſake, rejoyce and be glad for great is your reward in Hea- 
wens fear not them, that kill the Body, and be not able to touch the Soul, 
God :, Faithful and will not ſuffer us to be tempred further then we ſhall be 
able to bear it ;, and being brought to the Stake, and the Fire kindled, 
they crycd, Lord Feſme ſtrengthen us, Lord Feſus aſſiſt us, Lord Feſus re- 
cs. e our Souls, until they caded their lives. 


A Remarkable Providence, whereby Agnes Wardall w.es preſerved 
from her Violent Perſecutors, in the Town of Tpwich. 


This Az2#es Wardal was a Woman that lived in Gods fear, and was. 
at defiance with their Romifb Trafb,defiring rather with bard Fair and , Aeres 
ill Lodgiog to be abroad, then to be at home in her Houſe among, the fe | 
Tents of the ungodly, her Husband alſo being 2 man living in the *"a% 
fear of God, and for the 'Teſtimony of his Conſcience being alſo 
hunted by force of the Law, was conftrained to leave his Houſe and 
to go to Sea fora livelyhood, an imployment he was unaccuſtom- 
ed to; Aznes Wardal coming home one day to ſee her Children 
(which ſhe had left wholely to the care of the Maid-ſervant to look 
afrer) one Door Ar:ertine, a great Perlecutor having notice of her 
coming home, ſtirred up the Conſtable and Watch to apprehend her, 
who in the night beſet the Houſe, and knocking at vac door the 
the Maid heard them, and awsked ker Miftriſs, who immediately got 
up,and creeping througha citch full of Nettles ſhe got into a 4 care 
| WRCICIN 
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0. Mary. wherein ſtood a Cupbord with a fair Preſs, into the which the Maid 
d, 16 lockther, and then going into a Chamber nexc the Street, ſpake to 
. 1556 , O , 
YL othe Watch, who threatned to break the door down, if ſhe did not 
open it, with that ſhe opened the doer, andthe Watch ſearched the 
Houſe very narrowly and came into the Room where Agnes was in 
the Preſs, and one of them ſaid, here isa fair Cupbord, and laid 
his hacd onity ſhe may be here for any thing that is done, that is 
true, ſaid another, yet they looked no further, but went into an- 
other Room, and when they had ſearcht the Houſe, they went into 
the Fields, at the back-ſide of the Houle, and in rhe mean time the 
poor Woman was almoſt ſmothered in the Preſs, but at laft by a 
Neighbour (with much ado) for being a ſtranger the conld not 1n a 
long time unlock the Preſs, was let out, and being let out ſhe gor 
through the Gardzn Pales into the Fields, and there hid her (elt in 
the Ditch, whereby ſhe eſcaped theſe envious Perlecutors who ſought 
in their cruelty ro have Ruined ber. 
The Exami- Thom is Moore, a Husbandman, ard a Servant in the Town of Zej- 
nation and cer for ſaying that his Maker was in Heaven, and ur in the Pix, 
_— was apprehended z rhe perſon that examined him , puinting to 
_ Th9. the high Altar, asked him, whether be did not believe his Maker tobe 
nb there? 

Th»mas Moor ſaid, No. 

Biſhop, what i that thou ſeeſt above the Altar * 

Thom: Moer, 1 cagnot tell what you would have me te {ce, I [ce 
there fine Cloathes with golden Tallcls, agd other gay gere hanging 
about the Pix, what is withia I cannot ce, 

Biſhop, Deſt not thou believe Chriſt to be there, Fleſp, Blood and 
Bone ? 

Thomas Moor, No, that Ido not. 

Whereapon he was immediately condemned to die, and was 


the twenty ſixth day of the Moneth called Fuze burat in the Town of 
Leiceſter. 


The Examination of John Jackſon befere Doctor Cook. 


TheExam:. When firſt I came before him, he railed, and called me He- 
nation of retick. ; | 
Fo. Fakson, Jackſon, I aid, Iam no Heretick. 
Cook, 4. Read ro/d me,thit thou waſt the rankeſt Heretick of all 
them in the Kings-Bengh. 
Fackſon, I ſaid I knew him not, 
Cook, No, queth he, yes, he exumined thee at the Kings-Bench. 
Fackſon, He examined five other, but not me. 
Cook, what [ayſ# thou to the bleſſed Sacrament of the Altar. 


Fackſon, It is a diffuſe queſtion to ask me at the firÞ$ Daſh, you pre 
miſing to deliver me, 


Cook, what 4 Heretick u thi ? 


e 


Tackſon, 


e 
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Tacklon, Ic is cafier to call a man a Heretick then to prove him O, Mary, 


One. dyizotl RA. 1 . Fy 
Cook, what Church art thou of e 
Fackſon,' What Church, quoth I, Iam of the ſame Church that is 
tuilded on the Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſns/Chriſt 
being the head Corner-fone. | 3 
.* Cook, Thou art ax Heretick, .. | rt | 
+:.'Fackſow, How can that be, ſeeing that I am of that Church? I 
am-(ure you will notfay that the Prophets and Apoſtles were He- 
reticks. = 4 hay y Toy. |: | 
Cook, No., but. what. ſayeft thon. to the bleſſed Sacrament of the 
Altar ! | | 
{,. Fackfon, 1 find it not written, 
Cook. No * Keeper, away with him,' ' 174 0 | 
_ But Ihid ſome further diſcourſe with him, and thea he called again 
tothe Keeper to have me to Neilſon. 1. I9%b : 
Fackſon, I am contented with! that and ſo we parted, and Tanſwer- 
ed no further, in this matter, - becauſe 1,thought he. ſhould not have 
my blood,- ia a' Corner; 'but I hope in the living God, thatwhen 
the time fall come before the Congragatian, I ſhall ſhake their build- 
ing in another manhter!of faſhion, for they build but upon Sand , 
and their Walls be daubed with untempered Moxter,- and: therefore 
they. cannot ſtand long); + therefore; goed Brothers and Siſters, be 
of good cheer, fer Itruſt ia my God, Land my other .Priſon-fellows 
ſhall go joyfu{ly before yoo, Praifiag God moft heartily, that we are 
counted worthy to be Witneſles of his Truth, | Tart 
44 | | Fobn Fackſon; 
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: The next that ſuffered W as one FoinWaff a poor Blind M aid about ' Foen Watt 


ty caty two years of Age. | Lil 

This paor Woman had-ſuchan eſtcem of the-Scriptures, that 
though, tae-was' blind, and had little Money , ſhe:faved fo much 
Money together 3s would buy her a New-Teſtament (which m thoſe 
dayes was bur ſcarce) and the would give Money to ſome at their 
{pare rime.tq read to her, whereby the became perfect in the: Serip- 


ture, ſo that ſhe retained ſeveral Chapters in _—_— and in © : 


King Edwards time ſhe was zealous for the Religior then eftabliſhed; 
and when be dicd, ſhe could not but continue conſtant'ia her Conſci- 
ence, and refuſed to back-ſlide with the Multitude to Popery, but 
retained her Zeal until ſhe was apprekeaded, and being Examined 
was, Condemued,, and was led fromthe place where,ſhe; was:coh- 


demaeg toa place called the - Windmill-pit, near ts the Towa of Der-- 


by, and holding her Brother. Roger Wa# by the hand ; ſhe deſired the. 


People to pray for her, and called upon Chriſt to have mercy upon 


r, and ſo with patience ſuffered Martyrdom. 


| 4 ” 
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Martyr. 
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Perſecuted by the Papiſts after the 


the Sufferings of William Dangerfield. 


wiltiam Dangerfield of Wooton near Brite!,' for fear of Perſecution 
kept abroad from his Houſe and Family, and coming kome to viſit - 
Wife and Children his Houſe was ſoon beſet, and he ap 
and impriſoned, where under Biſhop Broot's his cruelty, he was ſo 
handled: for ſorac time, yea, ſo Jong till the fleſh was fretted off his 
Legs with Irons yg and after kewas apprehended, his Wife likewiſe 
was taken with a young Child but fourteen dayes old, and was put 
inta the Common Goal amongſt Thieves and Murderers, where ſhe 
was kept without any fire,but was forced to warm her Childs clothes 
in her owa Baſſomy in the mcan ſeaſon while the Husband and 
Wife lay in two Priſons, the Biſhop began to prattice, not with the 
Womanfirſt, as the Serpexe did with Eve, but with the Man, crafti- 
ly deceiving his ſimplicity with fair words, falſly perſwading him 
> &- his Wife had recanted, and when he perceived he was inclin- 
able and conſeated, he ſuffered him to go ro his Wife in the Com- 
mon Goal, where they with melting bearts opened their minds one te 
«nother, and he told bis Wife how the Biſhop with his ſubcil flatteries 
had circumvented bim, at the hearing of which the Womans heart. 
clave afunder yz, and the ſaid; Alack, thus long have we continued 
one, and hath Sathex ſo prevailed, but the ſence of the AQtion re- 
fliged ſo much upon his Conſcience that it brake the mans heart, o 
that ina ſhort time after he died, aftcr he had endured twelve wecks 
impriſonment. 
metime after bis Wife was had-in Examination before the Bi- 
ſhop; what her Anſwers were at her Examination are not recorded, 
but ſhe was keptin Priſon with her tender Infant till they both died , 
: "the Child was ſeat out of the Priſog, bur it was paſt remedy, firft 
being almoſt ftarved with cold and want of things neceſſary, and 
the Mans Mather, « woman of cight years of Age, beiog left in the 
mo after theivapprehbenfion, for lack of comfort, there periſhed 
alſo. I 9! | | 
4 aq _ Sos were five —__ famiſhed in Canterbary 
| e unmerciful Tyranny of the Pepifis, as by the Co 
of this following Ectter which! the Priſoners =; out of the Cle 
Window my appear. | 


_ The Letter. 


Be it known to all men that ſhall read or hear read theſe our Let- 
ters that we the py Priſoners of the Caftle of Canterbury, for Gods 
Truth are kept aedlyc is cold Irobs, and. our Keepers will not ſuffer 
any .meat to be breught to us to comfort us; and if any do bring 
any Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, or other Food, the PE will charge 
them to carry it back, or elſe keep it for himſelf, {o that we have 
nothing thereof , inſemuch that there. are four of us Priſoners for 
Gods truth famiſhed already, and thus is it his mind to famith us all, 
and-we thiak he ! is appojared thereunte of the Biſhops and "wo 

and 


—_ 
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and Juſtices ſo to famiſh us, and not-oaly us of the ſaid Caſtle, but 
alſo all other Priſoners in'other Priſons, for the like Cauſe, to b 
alſo famiſhed ; gotwithſtanding, we write not theſe our Letters t 
that intent we might not aforg to be famiſhed for the Lord Jeſus ſake, 
but for this cauſe and intent, that they having no Law ſo to famiſh vs 
in Priſon, ſhould notdo it privily,but that the Murderers hearts ſhould 
be openly known to all the World, that all men giay know of what 

Church they are, and who is their Father, 
| Out of the Caftle of Canterbury. 


' About this time there was a copſultation held at Cambridge by the 
Clergy, concerning arti» Bucer and Paul's Phagius, two perions . 
dead three or four year before ; and after much debating they agrecd 
altogether in this determination, thas they were Settaries and fa- 
mous Hereticks, and a ſupplication ſhould be made to the Lords 


Commiillioners in the Name of the whole Univerſity, that their dead Pa, 2 
Carcaſes might forthwith be digged up, for that it was againft the gius's Bones; 


Tule of of holy Canons that their, Bodies ſhould be buried in Chri- 
ſtian burial. | Tf 
And Cardinal Poole fent a Commiffion to make inqueſt. upen 
Hereſie ; now after the aforeſaid Cendemnation was paſt, and 
the faid Commiſton was read from the Cardinal, Door Pers deſi- 
red procels might be ſent out far Bucer and Phegius to appear, or any 
other that would take upon them to plead their Cauſe, to which the 
Commiltoners condecended, and the next day proceſs went out to cite 
the Offenders, which Citation was fixed up in (everal publick places in 
Cambrjdze, and ſoon after Witneſſes were ſworn and examined a - 
ainſt 3fartin Bucer and Phagivs, and a time was ſet fora Juryto brin 
In their VerdiQ,, and inthe mean time a Commandment was vive 
forch by ths Commiſhoners,for brioging in all Heretical Books, and 
a day there was appointeazfor Judgmenr to be given againſt theſe He- 
&eticks ; but when the day came, and that neither Bucer nor Phagius 
would appear at their call in the Court, nor that any put forth 
himſelf to defend them, yet the curteous Comniiffioners would nor 
roceed to Judgment (which for their contumacy in abſcnting them- 
ves they might have done) conſidering how that day was peremto- 
ty, but to (hew their mercy and equity, had rather ſhew-ſome favour 
then to take the extent of the Law. 7 
 Whereupon, Yinceat publiſhed the (ſecond Proce(s,.and: ftuck it 
up in publick places as before, putting off the day of Judgment from * 
the eighteenth to the twenty ſixth day of the ſame Moneth, which 
day being come, the Mayor and Burgefſes were warned to be preſent 
when the Sentence was publiſhed, which was done by BoQtor Scot 
Biſhop of Cheer, in which Sentence he condemned Bucer and Phegius 
of Hereſic; after the Seatence, the Biſhop commanded their Bodies 
to be digged out of their Graves, and being degraded from holy Or-' 
ders, delivered them into the hands of the ſecular Power ; then the 
Cardinal was advertiſed how far they had proceeded, and he was 
deſired that the Writ De Heretico Comburendo might be ſent to Smith 
Mayor. 


© An.1556, 
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Q., Mary, Mayor of Cambridge, elſe the buſineſs could nor be finiſhed ; 10 the 
A»: 1556, mean time while the Writ was comingsj and order was made that 
\—— . the Books before commanded to be ſeaxchft for, ſhould'be thrown into 
the-Fire with them'z the Writ being:come;,- and the dead Bodies be- 
ingtaken vp, they were Guarded tothe Market place, 2 great train 
of - Peopletollowing them;, and there:Chained to.a Poſt, Fire was 
\ fet tothem the Books werethrown inand burnt with them; and thus 
ends this piece of Popiſh folly.” . * eff-2 | "ry 
And becauſe one (Utnizarfiy ſhould not mock the other, the like 
piece of fully -was aQted upon the dead Body of Peter Martyrs Wife 
.at Oxford, an honeſt grave and [ober Woman while ſhe lived, , and cf 
poor People alway a great: helper ;. ſhe died-in the year 1552.” The 
. Cardinals Viſitors coming to Oxford,among other things had in Com- 
miſſion to take up this good Woman ouy, of -her Grave, . agd to con- 
{ume her Carcaſs with Fire. » bn: FO es 
Stephen Kemp, William Hay, william wakzerer, william Prowting, 
william Lowick.and Thomas Hudſoy, were all burnt in Kent in the Month 
called Fanuary. 1557. bet | I of 
Five Perſons The nexr that ſuffered were theſe five perſons following , viz. 
_—_— Thom.u Loſeby, Henry Ramſey, Thomus Th:rtet, Margaret Hide and 
Smichſu Aznes Stanley, who were Examined upon the general Articles before 
Eonner's Chancellor, ro which they particularly anſwered, being 
thereunto required before Sentence , and to declare whether they 
would -recant, and-what they had to ſay, why he ſhould not pro- 
nounce:the Sentence :of Crnduntnaien. | | 
Thomas Loſeby, firft anſwered, ſaying, God give me ſtrength to 
Kand againſt you and your Sentence, and your Law, which is a deyou- 
ring Law, for it devoureth the Flock of Chriſt, and I perceive there 
«15 no way with me but Death, except I would conſent to your de- 
vouritig Law, and believe in that Idol the Maſs, 
Thom Thirtel. ſaxd, If you make me an Heretick, then you make 
Chriſt and bis Apoſtles Hereticks; for Iam in the true Faith, and 
I will ſtand in it; for 1 know full 'well I thall have Etcrnal life 
therefore. 


Henry Ramſcy (aid, Will you have me to go from the Truth that 
amine? | 

Margaret Hide (aid, You have no cauſe togive Sentence againf$ me, 
for I am in the true Faith, and will never forſake it, and I do wiſh I 
were more ftronger in it ; and the ſecond time being called before 

- WP » ſhe faid, 1 will not depart from my ſayings till I bs 
urned. ; | w—_— 

Agnes Stanley (aid, 1 had rather every hair of my head were burn- 
ed; if _ it were never ſomuch worth, ther that I ſhould forſake my 
faith, which is the:true Faith. _ | 

After they. had been twice called and Examined, they were cor- 

- demned; and about the 12th day of the Monerh called April were all 
* burnt in one Firein Smithfield. \- ? | 
-- Aﬀter theſe, in the 'Moneth called A44y, three others ſuffered in 


, Georges- 
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Georges-fields in. Southwark, viz, william Morrant, Stephen Gratwick, 


ahd one King, , EO _ 

This S/, Gratwick 1n his Examination was very hardly and illegally 
deal with;for.fr#,he was condemued þy, the Biſhops of #wincheZer. and 
Roceſter to whoſe Diocels he did not belong, Secendly, when be made 
his appeal from theſe iacompetent Judges tothe Bulnop of the Dio- 
cels he lived in, his appeal would not be allowed y when they. had 
no other ſhift to colour their inordinate proceedings  withall ; . they 
procured a Prieft to counterfeit himſelf to be Bithop of CheFer, and 
brought him toffit as Judge over him, GI Y 

. When he: was before the Biſhop of winchefter in Hary-Oners 
Steeple-houſe, becauſe the People cryed out, God #rengthen thee 
the Biſhop threatned, ſaying, Now ler me ſee him here, that dare open 
o Mouth to bid God ſtrengthen thee , he ſhall die the death that thou 
ſhalt die. ES 

Gratwick anſwered, I kaow your cruelty doth extend more largly 
then your pity. They further ſhewed their injuſtice againſt him, 
in that they brought in Articles againſt him, which were not ground- 
ed upon his own Examinations and Confeſſsons ; and becauſe he re- 
fuſed to anſwer to them, though they had no other juſt matters a- 
gainſt him, bur only for ſ(aying theſe words, viz. That which 7 bave 
ſaid , 1 have ſaid; they proceeded to read the Sentence of Death 
agunft him, | ” wt 

Whea he was asked whether hewoyld recant, he ſaid, My Faith 
i3 grounged more ſtedfaftly then to change in a moment, its no pro- 
ceis of time can alter me,. unleſs myxauh were as the Waves of the 
Sea: When the Sentence was read, the Biſhop delivered bim into 
the hands of the Sheriff tg be carried Priſoner, to the Marſbalſes, 
whereupon the Priſoner, with a loud voice, deſired God, that he 
woul\ not lay his blood to their charge, if it were his will, and as 
he was paſſing away, becauſe he ſpake to the People, his Perlecutors 
cryzd out, Cut his Tongue put, Stop his 2{onth , and lo he was had to 
to the Marſbalſes, and put'in Irons, and ſhortly after was burnt in 
Georges-Fields, with one Morrant, and one Kizg, about the later end 
of the Moneth called May. | | 

By reaſon of a Proclamation publiſhed in the Moneth called Febru- 
ary, the Storm of Perſecution grew rather greater ig many places 


the 18th day of the Moneth called Fuze, ſeven Perſons were burnt at 
Miiditone , the Relation of whoſe Apprekenſion Examination and 
Execution is not regiſted, excepting ſomething concerning Edmund 
Alles of Frytenden in Kent, Miller, who for reading the Scriptures, 
and expounding upon them , was complained of by Fob» .Taylar, 
Parſon of the.Pariſh, to the Juſtice, who ſending for him, commit- 
' ted both him and his Wife to Priſon, but not long after they were fet 
at liberty, and went over to Call:c: , where his Canſcience' being 
troubled z, after ſome time the Lord diſcovered. to him thar he'had 
work for him to do in Exg/sxd, and thereupon he and his Wife ſhort- 


ly after returned home to Kee ; Parſon Taylor hearing of their return, 
Ty although 


| : | at Maid- 
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alrhough he was in the- midſt of his Mais, whca the News was 
brought. him, he turned to the people and commanded ſome with 
all ſpeed to go and apprehend them, when his Maſs was over, he 
went and apprehended the ſaid 4/er, and had him before (one cal- 
led) Sr. Jobs Bokey a Juſtice, who ſent him to Priſon, and cauſed an 
Inventory to be made of his Goods, and they took thirteen pounds 
, Lun away from him; when he was brought before Baker the 
UIRICE ; ; . | | 
The Juſtice ſaid, who gove thee Authority to Preach? © - © 

| Alles, Give. me leave to anſwer, 1 am perſwaded that Ged hath 
given me this Authority, as he hath given to all other Chriftians ?. 
Why are we called Chriftians, if we do not follow Chriſt, nor read 
his Laws ? Is not Chriſt our Father, ſhall not the Son follow the Fa- 
thers Reps? Is not Chrift our Maſter, . and ſhall the Scholler be 
hindered from Learning and Preaching his Precepts? Is not Chriſt 
our Redeemer, and ſhall we not praile his Name, and ſerve him 
that hath Regecmed us from Sin and Daranation ? did not Chriſt be- 
Ing bur of twelve years of Age diſpute with the DoQtors, and 1n- 
terpret the Prophet 1/aiah, although he was not of the Tribe of Levi, 
which were Priefts, but of the Royal Tribe of Fud«b, neither. had 


taken any outward Prieſthood ? wherefore, if we be Chriftians we 
muſt do the ſame. | 


One Collins ſtanding by, ſaid tothe Juſtiee, het s Kneve « this 

that compareth himſelf with Chriſt? = 
- Fuſtice Baker, Let him alone, be will pump out an ipfinite heap of Here- 
ftes s haſt thee any more'to ſay for thy ſelf ? | 

Allen, Yea, that I have, Adem was Licenſed of God, and Abrabam 
was commanded to teach his Children and Foſteriry , and David 
teacheth in divers Pſalms, and Sclomas alſo preached to the People 
as the Book of the Preacher proveth, where he ieacheth, that there 
1s no immortabfelicity in this Life ; and Noh taught them that were 
diſobedient in his days, and therefore is called rhe <ighth Preacher of 
Rightcouſnaſs: Moſes choſe ſeventy Elders to help him to teach,and 
Rule the People,” E/4zd and Adedaed preached in their Tents, where- 
fore, Foſuch being Offended, complained to Xoſes that Elded and 
Medad did preach without Licenſe, to whom Moſes anſwered, 7 
would all the People conld do the like. 

Juſtice Baker, Thos ſaidſft thou didftl feed the People both Bodily and 
Spiritually ? 
, Alles, Weare all Kings to rule our AﬀeRiens ; Priefts to Preach 
out the virtues of God, and lively Stones, to give light to others, 
for as out of Flint-Stones cometh forth that, Mat is able to ſet all 
the World on fire, ſo'out of Chriſtians ſhould ſpring the Beams of the 
Goſpel,which ſhould inflame all the World ;/ what avyaileth ita man 
charharh Meat, and will eat none, and Apparel, and will ware none ? 
Is not every Chriſtian a Follower of Chriſt? And doth not Pau! 
forbid quenching the Spirit ? Doth he prohibit any man that hath 
gifes, tharthey ſhall not exerciſe the ſame ? | EY 
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"The Juſtice askt him, why he refuſed to worſbip' the Sacrament of 0. Marp 
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the Altar ? 
Aﬀen, Becauſe it ts an Idol. 
Baker, Away with him, and then was he carried to Priſon, and 
ſhortly after burnt at Maidffope. | 
The 3oth day of the Moneth called Fane, there were four men and 
three Women more burat at Cererbary. "Sr 6. 
;. Alice Benden, one of the ſeven, being brought before ene Roberts 
of Erembrook, who askt her, why ſbe wonld zot go to Church, becauſe, 
ſaid ſhe, I cannot with aclear Conſcience, thers is ſo much Idolatry 
commitred there againft the glory of God: for the which ſhe was 
committed to Priſon, but her Husband being troubled at it, got a 
Certificate from ſome of the chief men of Srap/charſt to the Biſhop of 
Dover deſiring her liberty. When ſhe came before the Biſhop, he 
askt her, 1f ſhe would go bore and go to Church? ſhe ſaid, If I would 
have fo done, Inecd not to come hither. Well, ſaid the Biſhop, 
Go thy wayes home, and go to Church when thou wil; , thereupon ſhe 
was (erat Liberty ; but ſhartly after ſhe was again committed for the 
{ame cauſe, and her Husband went again to deſire her liberty, but 
the Biſhop told him, She wa an obftinate Heretick, and therefore he 
could not deliver ber, then her Musband defired the Bifbop, that he 
would keep her Brother from coming to her, for, ſaid he, he relieves 
her, and comforts her, and perſ[wades her not to recant, this requeſt 
was no ſooner made, but it was granred by rhe Biſhop, who com- 
manded that ſhe ihould be pur into a place called Aungayes-Hole, be- 
10g a Vault under ground,and gave a ſtri& charge that it her Brother 
came at her, ke ſhould be apprehended, however he uſed what means 
he could to fird where ſhe was, and to get at her; andone morning 
hearing her voice, as the was pouring our her ſorrowfull complaints 
unto the Lord, he invented a way kew he might relieve her, which 
was by pucting Money in a loaf of bread,and ſticking the ſame upon a 
pole, and fo reaching it to her, and this was five wecks after her 
coming thither, all which time go Creature was known to come at 
her, except her Keeper ; her Lodging in this Vault was only upon 2 
little Straw, betweea a pair of Stocks and a Stone-wall, being al- 
lowed three farthings a day, that is half Peny Bread, and a Farthing 
Drink, peither could ſhe get any more for her Money, wherefore 
ſhe deſired to have her whole allowance in Bread,and uſed Water for 
her drink, and thus ſhe lay nine weeks without fhifting her apparel 
all the time at her firſt committing to this plaee ſhe much lamented 
her condition, dolefully mourning that the Lord ſhould fo ſequeſter 
her from her Friends ; but in the midſt of ker Supplications, ſhe'con- 
ſrdered the Right hand of the moſt high could chavge all,and received 
comfort therein , ſhortly after ſhe was called before the Biſhop again, 
who askt her, whether fhe wonld go bome, and go to Charch, ſhe reply- 
ed, your extremity towards me hath thorowly ſatisfied me, that yeu 
are not of God, who ſeeks my utter DeſtruRiog, fhewing him, 
how lame ſhe was wich lying in the cold, and for lack of Faod ; then 
the Biſhop ſent ker from that filthy hole to weZ2are Priſon, and my 
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0. Mary. ly after the was called before the Biſhop, and others, who condema- 
An. 1556 ed her, and committed her to the Caftle Priſon, where the continu- 
. VV edtill the 19th day of the Moneth called Fane, and then. with ſix 0- 


Exami- 
nation of 
AAatthew 
Plasſe. 


thers aforementioned was burnt in-Capterbury, - 

The Subſtance of the Examinations and Anſwers of Matthew Plaiſe 
Weaver of the Pariſh of Stone, :in the County of Ker, before Thomas 
7 hornton Biſhop of Dover, and others. "I 

W hen he came before the Biſhop, he.askthim, where he dwelt, he 
anſwered, at Stowe in Kent. | yr | 

Then ſaid the Biſhop, Tow are indiited by twebve men at Aſhford af 
the Seſfions for Hereſie. 

Matthew, That's ſooner ſaid then proved, and ſaid, let me hear it, 
and I will anſwer to it : | | 2 | 

Then the Biſhop ſaid, He wowld not do ſo, but you ſball anſmer to the 
Article againſt you, yea or nay, oy 

Matthew anſwered, he could not, for I was not at Aſbford, ſaid he, 
but I perceive you. go about to lay a Net for my Blood. 

Arch-Deacon ſaid, Peace, Peace, we do not defbre thy Blood, and 
ſaid, you are ſuſpeFed of Herepe, and therefore, we wonld have you con- 
fef what you believe concerning theſe Articles, and the Biſhop charged 
him again, in the King and Queens Name, to anſwer yes, or nay, to the 
Articles, 

Mathew, Then I cemmanded himin his Name that ſhould gome in 
Flaming Fire with his mighty Angels ro render Yengance to the 
Diſobedient, and to all thoſe that kelieved not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, which ſhould be puniſht with Everlaftic Dam- 
natien, that he ſhould ſpeak notbing bur the . Truth , Grounded 
upon Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, and then I would aaſwer him, or elſe 
not, 

Then the Biſhop was angry, and ſaid, Jf you will zot anſwer, Twill 
condemn you. | 

Matthew, Well, ſaid 1, if you do, you fhall bs guilty of my blood, 
and prove your ſelf a Murderer, 

The Biſhop further Examined him concerning the Catholick 
Church, and ſaid, Te# me whether is the King and Queen of that 
Church or not? 

Matthew, Well ſaid I, now I perceive you go about to be buth mine 
Accuſer and Judge, contrary to all right, I confeſs Chrift hath a 
Church upon Earth, which is built upon the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Chriſt being the Head thereof, and as touching the King and Queen, 
I anſwer , I have nothing to do with any mans Faith but mine 
own. 

| Then faid the Biſhop, 4s there mo pert of that Church here is 
England ? | 

Matthew, Well, I perceive you would fain have fomething to lay 
to my charge, I will tell you what Chriſt ſaith , where two or 
_ is gathered together in his Name, there 3s be iathe midft of 
TNem), ' 

Thea the Arch-Deacon fteod up, and ina mocking mazgner ſaid, 


yg Tous 


b—— 


time of the Apoſtacy from theTruth. : 179 
You have no wit to think that we have been deceived ſo long time, and O'. Mary. 
that the Truth is only . made known to half a dozew 0 5 jon in 4 Corner, An,1557, 
and read the Article of the Sacrament, and ſaid, you deny the real Pre: —S Wo. 
ence to be in the Sacrament afrer Conſecration , much talk they had a- 
mew this point, but at laft the Bilkop was ſo angry, that he ſaid, 
If you will not anſwer yes or nay, I will condemn you —_ | 
Mathew (aid, I have anſwered, andif you condemn me, my life 
is not dear unto me, and I am ſure you ſhall not eſcape unpunithed, 
for God will be revenged upon ſuch Murderers. 
Then the Deacon entreared him to be ruled by bims, and take Mercy 
while it w: Offered, for if you are condemned, you mujt be burnt : And 
whether he died in Priſen, or was burnt, no mention is made in the 
Regiſter, | "on I | | 
On the 22th day of the Moneth called F«ze, in the year 1557. Ten perſons 
Ten perſons were burat for Religion in Lewis in Suſſex, viz, Richard burntin Saſ- 
Woodman, George Stevens; William Miinard, Alex, Hoſeman's Servant, fox. 
Tom«zin word, Margery Morris, Fames Morris her Son, Dennis Burgis, 
4|bdon's Wife, and Grove's Wife, 


The Sufferings, ani Printipal Meads and M atter of the Examination 
of Richard Woodman, being written ly his omn hand, which 
being large I conld not avoid abreviating them 


() 
- 


for the benefit of the Reader, as followeth, 


Woodman, Reader, hereby you ſhall ſeehow the Scriptures are part- Rich. Weod- 
ly fulfilted on me, being one of the leaſt of his poor Lambs, fir#, *» appre- 
you may underftand, that fince I was delivered out of the Biſhop of ——_— p 
London's hands, which was the 18th day of December 1555. which AM th 

. was the ſame day Philpot was burnt, I lay in his Cole-bouſe cight (.1a 1h 
weeks lacking one day, and before that, I was almoſt a year anda 1556. 
half in the X/»gs-Bexchafter my firſt apprehending for. reproving a 
Preacher in the Pulpit, in the Pariſh of warbletow, where I dwelt 
for which I was had to two Seſlions before I was ſentto Priſon, and 
carried to two more Seſſions while I was in Priſonztwice before the Bi- 
ſhop of ChicheFer, and five times before the Commiſſioners,and; then 
ſent to the Biſhop of Londoxs Cole-houſe,. and many times called be- 
fore him, as it appeareth by my Examinations, which the Biſhop'of 
Chicheiter now hath, for they were found in my Houſe when. was 
taken, allo ſeveral had Copies of the ſame of me, when I wazin the 
Cole-houſe. oY ik Yo v4 If 2 

And it pleaſed God to deliver me, with four more oyt of the Rut- 
chers hands, requiring nothing elſe of us, but that we ſhould be 
honeſt men, and Members of the true Catholick, Churck,| which 
weatfhrmedwe were Members of, and purpoſed by Gods help thereia 

Yo dic; hereupon we ella + and he wiſht.us ſeveral times 
to ſpeakc well of him, and no doubr, he, was worthy ta he praiſed, be-. 
cauſe he had been (o faichfull a hare ia his Maſter he Devils buſ{t-: 
nels, for he had burnt Fob» Philpot the ſame morning, in whoſe bloed 
his heartwas ſo drunk, that he -+ wand tell what he'did,as it o”_ 

| Z h bo 
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0, Mary. edte us, both before and after z for but two dayes before be promi- 
4s, 1556, ſed us, that we ſhould be.condemned that {ame day we were delive- 
WARN fed. and the next day after he had delivered us, he ſought earneſtly 
| to rake ſomeof us again, he waxed dry after his great drutikenneſs , 
wherefore, he'is like ro have Blood togrink in Hell, as he is wortby, 
if he _ not with ſpeed ; the Lord turn all their hearts if it be 
Wain a... 
Afterd was delivered, the Papiſts ſaid, I had conſented unto them, 
rejoycing theyeat ; the which I'praiſed God, was not the leaſt in my 
thoughts, but they perceived the contrary in a little time, for I went 
from Pariſh to Parifh, and talked with them, to thirteen at leaft, and 
that of tle chiefeſt in the County, which ſo angered them, that the 
Commiſſioners complained againſt me to Sr. Foh» Gaye, Lord Cham- 
berlain, who ſent out. four or fave -Warrant, to apprehend me, 
but having warning of their Jaying,in wait for me, I kept our of their 
way, o that the Bailiffs miſt gf, rheir Prey f0d-wers much. diſplea- 


ſed; but three dayes after the, Loxd Ehamberliain ſent three of his 


men' to apprehend me, I being at Plough with my Folksin the way 
coming to my Houſe, not miſtruſting them, came to them, and 
ſpake tothem, they ſaid, that they Arreſted me in the King and 
Queens Name, endthat I muſt go with them, which ſuddain words 
made my Fleſh'to-Tremble and Quake, yet I anſwered them, that I 
would go with them, and deſired them togo to my Houle firſt, they 
ſaid I ſhould. ThenT remembered my felf , ſaying in my kearr, 


why am Ithus afraid, they can lay mo evil to my charge, if they Kill 
me for well doing, Tmay think my {elf happy ; I remembred how 
I was formerly contented, and” glad to dic 1n that Quarrel, and ſo 
' had continued ever fince, and ſhould I now fear to die, God forbid 
that Iſhould, for then were all my Labour,ja vain , theo 1 praiſed 
God, I was ſatisfied, having conſidered it was but the frailty ef my 
Fleſh, 'which was loath to leave Wite, Children and Goods , I ſaw 
nothing but preſent Death before mine Eyes, and as ſoon as 1 was 
ſ[waded in my ming to die, I had regard of nothing in this World, 
ut was'as joyfull as ever I was : This Battei laſted not a quarter 
of an hour, bur I dare ſay, it was ſharper then Death it [elf for 
the time. | Pkg 
Kat aonfhe or my Breakfaſt, 1 deſired them to ſhew me their 
Warrant, thinking thereby I might ſee wherefore I was Arreſted, 
that I might be the better ble to make my defence, but one of them 
anſwered, they had not their Warrant thercy at which werds,God pur 
it into my minde, that 1 need not to go with them valefs they hed 
their "Warrant , and I ſaid, it's. much; you'l. come to take a man 
without a Warrant, and therefore ſer your hearts at reſt, I will not 
g0iwith you, unleſs you carry me by force, .and ſol roſe. up from the 
Board; and ftept into my Chamber, thinking to go from them, if F 
could' poflible, ſeeing God had made the way ſo open for me; 'b 
meat to play Peers part with them, but God would.nothave it ſo, 
bueſent a fear amongſt them, that before I came out of my Chamber 
again they were gone out of 'my Houſe. F A? 
Co nyc ——_ Ig When 


time. of the Apoſtacy from the Truth. 


When I ſaw that, I knew it was Gods doing to (ct meat liberty 0. Mi 
once again ; yet TI was compelled to ſpake to them, ſaying, if you "= S g 2 
have a WarrantI geſire you to ſhew it me, and1will go with you, wy . 
if not, Idefire you to depart in peace, for ſarely I will not go with- | 
out the order of the Law, Ihave been too ſimple in ſuch things al- 
ready, for when I wasſent firſt to Priſon the Juſtices ſent for me 
by one of their men, without any Warrant, and I went gently to 
them to two Seflions, and they ſent me to Priſon, and kept me there 
almoſt s year and three quarters, contrary to right and equity, and it 
ſeemeth ſtrange to me that I ſhould be thus evilly handled; therefore, 

I will go to none of them hence forward without legal order. . Then 
ane of them ſaid, we have not the V/arrant here, but it is at my 
Houſe, the worſt is, you can but make us fetch it : Then ſaid I, fetch 
itif you will, and ſo I fhut my door, and before they came back with 
a Conftible, as God would have at, I was gone forth, but the 

ſearched every corner of my Houſe, and at night there came 4 
ven men and a Conftable to ſearch again, but I kept abroad ; and 
becauſe I ſuppoſed they would lay wait for me, and thinking they 
would not miſtruſt that I dare be mgh home, Itold my Wife I would 
make my Lodgtng in a Wood near my Houle, as I did, under a Tree, 
and there had ny Bible,Pen and Ink, and other neceſſaries, and there 
I continued (ix or ſeven weeks then there cathe word into the Coun- 
try, thar 1 was ſeen and ſpoken with in Flanders, whereupon they 
left laying wait for me, for God pat in my mind that they would 

lay wait for me at all Se2-Coaſt Towns, as they did. 

"  . Sowhenall was huſht, I went abroad among our Friends ard Bre- 
thren, andat length I went beyond the Seas, both into Flanders and 
France, but I thought the time long till I came home again; I was 
there but three weeks, but it was known among Baa/s Prieſts, who 
could not abide it, but got Warrants and ſearched my Houſe for me, 
ſomerimes twice ina week, ſometimes I went privily, ſometimes 
openly from home, ſtaying abroad twoor three weeks together, 0- 
therwhile living a Meneth together at home, doing openly tuch work 
as I had todo, and yet mine Enemies laid no hands on me, till the 
honr was fully come, and thea mine own Brother, according to the 
fleſh, delivered me into their hands. 


Th: Examination of Richard Woodman before the Biſhop of Chi- 
cheſter, Doior Story, Dottor Cooke, and others. 


Biſhop, hat is your name? My name 1s Richard woodman, Then 
ſaid the Biſhop, 7am ſory for you, you have been a man of good report and 
efteem in your Country till now of late ;, therefore, look to your { , your 
Wife and Children, and Friends, and be ruled, and think not your ſelf 
wiſer then all the Realm, but be informed, and you ſhall bave their favour 
as neuch u5 ever you had. 

Woodman, My Life, my Wife and my Children, I love them, but 
they are all in Gods hands, andI have-them as if I had them ao. | 

11nop, 
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 D: Mary,” 
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Bilncp, The Sheriff told me , that you were defirom to ſpake with 


wobdman, 1 thought meet to appeal to you, becauſe you have 
taken upon you to be the Phyſitian of our Country, for many unjuſt 
things are laid to my —_—_ and they ſeck my Blood, and I have 
appealed pnto you, that if my blood be ſhed unrighteoully it might 
be required at your hands. CO Ft” 

Do&tor Story, 1s wet this « perverſe Fellow, doft thou think thou ſhalt 
be put ro death wnjuſtly, and that thy Blood ſballbe required, no ſaid hey 
and further added » that he could condemn z hundred ſuch Heretichs, ajid 
threat ned that he would help to rid bim. 8 | 

Then Vo0-4men would have anſwered, but the Biſhop deſired them 
both to give him place. 

Biſhop, We, -Neighbowr Woodman, 7 cal! you Neighbour, becauſe you 
are one of my Diocef, and you are ſent tome, that I ſhould give you ſfiri- 
tual counſel, for 1 am jour Spiritual Paſtor, therefore bear what I ſay 
into you, : | | 

oats, Firf,, 1 deſire you to hear me a few words; you have 
ſaid, you will give me Spiritual counſel, are you ſure ygyhave the 
Spirit of God? 


Biſhop, No, 1 47 not ſure-of that, 1 dare not be ſo bold to ſay ſo. 

woodman, Then you arelike the Waves of the Sea, Toſſed abour 
with every wind, and unſtable in all your wayes, and can look fur no 
good fhing at the Lords hand, yea, you are neither hot nor cold, 
and therefore, God will (pue you out of his Mouth, 


, 


% 


Then ina fury Story ſaid, #hat 4 perverſe Fellow is this, be hath 6 
Dev.l is him, and is mad ; and the Biſhop ſaid, He is ſept ts we 10 learn, 
and taketh upon him to teach me, ; 

Then Richard weodman eeing their Blindneſs, and Blaſphemy, it 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon him, that his heart was melted, and 
and bis ag aq out with tears, and he ſpoke to them after this 
manger: The Few's ſaid to Chrift, he had a Devil, and was mad, 
as you have here ſaid tome, but I know the Servant is not aþove his 


Mafter, and God forbid that I ſhould learn of bim that confeſſcth he 
Hutch not the Spirit of God. 


Biſhop, hy do you think that you bave the Spirit of. God, you boat 


more then ever Paul did, or axyof the Apoſtles, the which is great pre- 
ſumption, 


weodmas, I boaſt not in my ſelf, but in the Gift of God, as Pau/did, 


who ſaid, He verily believed that he had the Syirit of God, making there- 
of no queſtion, 1 Cor. 7. 


Chichefter, 1# is not ſo, you bely the Text, _ 
Woodman, If it be got fo, let me be burnt to morrow. 


Stery, Thow fbalt not be burni too murrow, but I will promi ſe thee 
thou ſhalt be burnt within ſix dayes. . 


Biſhop, Jf it be ſo, it's wrong Tranſlated, as it is in « thonſand places 
more 


Wodmen, Take heed that you bely not the Tranſlators, Ibelieys 
they had the fear of God more before their Eyes, then you'report of 


them, 


_ 


came of the Apn/tacy from the Truch, 


Rea 
—— 


them, but if that place be wrong tranſlated, I can prove by places /), M Bag 


enough that Ps! had the Spirit of God, 
Biſhop, How prove you that ? 
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Woodman, No man can believe that Jeſus is the Lord but by the 


holy Gboſt, for he that hath not the Spirit of Chriſt is none of his ; 
and again, we have not received the Spirit of Bondage to fear any 
more, but we have received the .Spirit of Adeption, whereby we 

Abba Father, the ſame Spirit certifieth us, that we are the Sens 
of God , alſo, Fohs laith, he thar believeth not that Chriſt is come in 
the Fleſh, is an Anti-chriſt, «nd dexieth both the Father and the Son 3 
and he that believeth in God, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

Story, What an Heretick is this, why do you here him, ſend him to Pri- 
ſon to his Fellows in the Marſhallea, and hey ſoall be dſpatcht withis theſe 
twelve dayes. | 

#00dman, When E heard him ſay fo, I rejoyced greatly in my heart; 
deſiring God, if it were his will to keep them in that mind, for Iex- 
peed to have beca ſent to the Biſhop of Loundeps Cole-houſe, or Lol- 
{ards Tower, but they ſent me to the Marſba/ſes ro my Brethren and 
old Priſon-Fellows, whereby it pun God that the burden I losk- 
ed for, was ſomething eaſed ; when they ſaw I rather rejoyced, then 
feared impriſoament, the Biſkop ſaid, 24 rbinks he is not afraid of 
the Priſon, | 

woodman, No, I praiſe the Living God. 

Story, He hath the right terms of an Heretick, the living God, &c, 1 
pray you be there deads Gods, that you ſay the Living God ? 

woodman, Are you angry with me for ſpeaking the words writ- 
ten in the Bible ? 

S:ory, Bibble Babble, what ſpeakeſt thow of the Bible? there is mo ſuch 
word written in all the Bible. 

Then ſaid #0dman, I am much to blame, and brought ſeveral 
Seriptures to prove thatthere was a-Living God, and dead Gods, 
for David ſaid, My Soul hath a defpre, 4xd lonzing to enter into the Courts 
of the Lord, my heart and my fleſh rejoyce in the living God. 

. Story, Ay Lord 1 willtefyou how you ſball know « Heretick by his words, 
that is , they will ſay (the Lord) and we prai(e God) and the (Living 
God) &Cc. 

Woodman, The Lords Name be praiſed from the riſing of the Sun, 
until the going down of the ſame alſo as many as fear the Lord, 
fay alwayes, the Lord be praiſed. 

Stery, My Lord this is aw Old Heretick, ſend him to Priſon, you wift 

do no good on him, 1will leave you and go to Church, 


The ſecond Examination of Richard Woodman. 

The Biſhop began with the common Snare, asking him, har he 
[aid to the ſeven Sacraments, for there we left off, and there we will begin, 
faid he : Yoodmas replyed, If he could prove them, he ſhould believe 
them; hereat the Biſhop was moved, «xd ſwore by his troth, whereupon 
Woodman reproved him,faying,a Biſhop ſhould be blameleſs, and you 
uſe much ſwaringg, which is a great fault ig a Biſhop above all a 
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which ſh6v1d be an Example to the Flock: Ther ſaid the Biſhop, 
in a rage. 1percerve this man ts worſe then he was, for be takes "pon 
him to teach we to ſpeak, Woodman replyed; Iam commanded to, do 
that I do, I dare nor for my lite hold my peace, tor 1t I ihould, I ſhould 
bare your ſin. - Ter 

Bithep, here do you find that you are con;manded toreprove me? 

woodman, If thou ſee thy Brother Sin, reprove him. . A Prieſt ftand- 
ing by, ſaid, Ay Lord this mans paſt cure, = 

Biſhop, So my thinks, Iwilltalk no more with him,. ſixce be has been 
with his. Fellows in the Marſhallea, be is worſe then he w.# 5, call M. Sto- 
ry, «nd let him dowith him what Bt will, 

Woodman (aid, My Faith hangeth upon no man, but upon God: 
The Prieſt ſtandingby, ſaid, Jy Lord, 1 think be is not the worſe for 
them, but I fear they are the worſe for him. Then wodmarn ſpeaking 
to the Bifhop ſaid, Look well to it, you will deliver me to other men 
to ſhed, my Biood, and fo think to walh your hands of me, as Plate 
did by Chriſt, but you cangot be {o diſcharged : Then the Biſhop 
replyed to chis effect; 1: have pothing te. de\with you, I am not yet 
Conſecrated, the Cardinal may, Examine you, and condemn you, or the 
Biſhop of London, in whoſe: Diaceſs. you new. are ; and after other dil- 
courſe, he askt him, ht he ſudto the Sacrament of the Altar ? 

woodman, Poyou mean Chriſt to be the Altar ? ; 

Biſhop, 1 mear the Sacrament of the: Altar, in ihe Church, 

FV:odmen, What the Altar bf Stone? « 


Biſhop, Yes, 'tis #hat Altar 1 mean, hoy d.; you underſtand the Altar 


: 


otherwiſe? , _ Re 

VYoodman, 1tis written that whereſozver two or three are gather- 
ed together in Chrifts Name there is he in the midit of them, and 
whatſoever they ask in his Name it ſhall be given unto them; when 
thou comeſt to Offer thy Gift at-che Alras, and there remembreſt 
that thy Brother hath ought 2gainft thee, leave there thy Offering, 
and go firft, and be reconciled ro thy Brother, and then come and 
offer thy Gift. | 

A Prieſt Randing by, would have interrupted him, but the Biſhop 
ſaid, Let .bim aloxe, eds 

Then YYoodmes aid, By theſe two places of Scripture I proye that 
Chritt is the true Altaf whereon cvery Chriftian, that is in the Love 
and Charity, ought to offer their Gifts | 

Biſhop, 7 never heard any man underſized the Altar ſo, mo, wot Tu 
ther the great Heretich, that was condemned by « general Council, and his 
Pifture | -iwy ey" | | . 

VFooaman, If he were an Heretick I think he underftood it not ſo 


indeed, bur I arn- ſure all Chriftians ought fo to underſtand it ; and 


after- further diſcourſe they laughdd at him, and faid, This tis « Bere- 
tick indeed, it is time he were burnt. 

Then YF-9dmanreplyed, judge not leaſt you be judged, for in that 
way youcall Hereſie I ſerve my God with, | 

Thea S#ory ſaid, /Phut you are 4 Preaching, You ſhall Preach at & 


Stake 


cc — 


time of the *poſtacy from the!» uth, t 35 
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Stake ſhortly with your Fellows, carry him 60 359 Marſho!!s 1 4 4tn, 54% Na, 


let him: be kept cloſe, and let wone come to jpear wth hips, YT aft An 1457 
Ar another time being brought before the Biltzop of Find fter, roy 


-and others, the Biſhop ipoke tobim to this cfletz -Woograan, # h-7 
you were lift before us, you 'woutd-not confeſs that you were ſext 0 P1/on 
for Hereſie, but called for your Accuſers, and ood irontly in defenc” 
onr ſelf. 
{ - x; replyed, ſaying, You faid, I was ſent to Priſon for He- 
relic, I told you wherefore 'I was ſent to Priſon, which was vpn 
the breach of a Statute, for ſpeaking to a Prieft in the Pulpic, and for 
that cauſe, the Juftices of that Country thought-1 bad offended th: AD £ =» : uk 
Statute, and ſent for me before them, and would have bound-me to ;;..« ,;; he. 
the good behaviour, and becauſe I refuſed they ſent me toPriſon. hayiour. © 
He was at his Examination before the Bifhop of #incheſter preft to 
anſwer to ſeveral things objeCted againſt him, buthe retuſed, ſaying, 
he was not of his Diocels. 
The no being diſpleaſed at his anſwers, .called him, Perverſe 
Villian, ani Obſtinate Fool, and Heretick, and cryed,, Hold him a Book I'le 
make him ſware, and anſwer, or elſe 1 will condemn bim; hold thy hand 
onthe Book.(11d the Biſhop, I will lay no hand on the Book for none of 
you all, ſaid woedmar, and looking on the People, the Bithop cry- 
ed, See how he lookes about for help. Ilook for no help (faid he} from 
.men, for God is on my fide, d therefore I donot care who is a- 
gainſt me, .- 
Then they cryed, Away with him, and bring us another. 
At another time being brought befere the Biſhop of w:nchefter, 
the Biſhop askt him,, Hs belief concerning the Sacrament of the Altar. 
To which Richard wooden replyed, to this efftet. I pray you, ſaid 
ke, be content, I will anſwer go more Queſtions, for that I perceive 
you go about to ſhed my blood. 
* "Thea (aid the Biſhop, No, hold bim 4 Book, if he refuſe to [ware, he 
i 4 Anabaptiſt, and ſhall be Excommynicated, | 
Woodman made an{wer, I will ngt ſware, Excommnnicate me if 
you will. | 
After ſome more words paſt between them, the Biſhop paſt the 
Sentence agaiaſt the ſaid YY04mar, and then they cryed, Away with 
his, . «way with him, not ſuffering him to ſpeak any more for himſelf, 
and fo was had away to the Marſballes iggin : And thus the Reader 
hath the chiefeſt and moſt weighty matters that paſt at his Examina- 
. tions, from time to time. After the Sentence was paſt, ke was burnc 
at Lewis with nine more, viz, five Men, and four Women, as be- 
fore ſome mention was made of them. 
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Several Sentences taken out of a Letter of Richard Wood man's, 
$9 one Roberts ef Hawkhurſt. 
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_ Grace Mercy and Peace from God the Father, and from his .Soa 
our only Sayiour Jelus Chrift,. by the operation aad Working ofthe 


holy 


Perſtcutedby the Pap iſts after the 


Lay hon 
— 


Jnr 


Q.Mary. holy Ghoſt, be multiplied {plentifully upon you, dear Siſter, that you 


An. 1 5,57. ma the more joyfully bear the Croſs-of C 


Fa" ah 


iſt that you are under, 
to the end, to your only Comfort, and Conſolation, and to all our 
Brethren. and Siſters in thoſe parts that love our Lord unfaincdly, 
certifying you, that Iand all my Brethren with me arc joyful, praiſed 
be God, looking gaily to be diſſolved from theſe our mortal Bodies, 
according to the good pleaſure of our heavenly Father, praiſing God 
alſo for your conftagcy, and kindneſs ſhewed unto Gods People in 
this troubleſome time of Perſecution ; Bleſſed are the Merciful, for 
they ſhall ebtain Mercy: The Fruits alwayes declare what the Tree is, 
for a good Man or Woman out of the good Treaſure of their hearts 
bringeth forth good Fruits. 

Wherefore, dear Siſter , let eur Faith be made manifeft to the 
World by our deeds, and in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Na- 


' £10n, as St, Paw {auth, Let your Light ſbine as in a dark place, | 


O dear hearts, now is the Goſpel of God overwhelmed with ma- 
ny black and troubleſome Clouds 'of Perſecutian, for the which 
cauſe yery few go about to. have their Eyes made clear by the true 
light of the Goſpel, for fear of loofing their Tresſures of this World, 
which are but vain, and ſhall Periſh. 

Let us not therefore, be like unts them which light their Candle, 
and put it under a Buſhel, but let us (et cur Candle upon a Candle- 
ſtick, that it may give light unto all them that are 1n che Houle, 
that is to ſay, let all the People of the Houſheld of God ſee our good 


works, 1a {uffering all thangs. pare that ſhall-be laid upon us fer 


the Goſpel ſake, if it be Death it felt; for Chriſt died for us, lea- 


"_ us an Example, that we ſhould follow bis ſteps; and as be 
at 


given his Life for us, ſo ought we to give our Lives for the De- 
fence of the Goſpel to the comfort of our Brethren. | 
How 1s it then that ſome will ſay, that their Faith is good, and yet 
they do all the deeds of Anti-chrift the Devil; St. Paul ſaith, To be- 
lieve with the beart juſtifieth, and to confef with the Month maketh & 
914n [gfe : Here may all ſee, that no man or woman can have a true 
Faith unleſs they have deeds alſd, and he that doubteth, is like the 


Wares of the Sea, Toſſed about of the Wind, and can look for no 


good thing at the Lords hands: Now is the accepiable time that 
Chrift ſpoke of, yea, even now is the Ax put to the Rocr of the Tree, 


that ſoevery Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit, muſt be hiewn 


down and caft inte the Fire. 

Now is the Lord come with his Fan in his hand to try the Wheat 
from the Chaff, the Wheat he will gather into bis Barn, and the 
Chaff he will bura : Now is the time come that we muſt go meet 
the Bridegroom with Oyle in our Lamps, we are alſo bidden to the 
Feaſt, let us make no excuſes, our Maſter hath delivered Talents wn- 
tous: Now is the Lord come to ſec if there be any Fruit upon his 
Trees, if he find none; he will ſerve us as he did the wild Fig-Tree, 
that is, Never Fruit ſhall grow on him more: If we go to meet the 
Bridegroom without Oyle 1n our Lamps, and ſhould go to buy, the 
doubt is, we ſhould be ſeryed as the Fooliſh Virgins were, to vom 
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time of the Apoſtacy from theTruth, 187 
God ſaid, Depart 1 know jow wt: If we uſt not our Talents well, O. Mary, 
they (hall be taken from us, and given to others, and all ſuchun-- 4,, x55 
profitable Servants ſhall be caſt into Hell, where ſhall be Weeping vm, 
and Gaaſhiog of teach; | | 
May not all People now perceive that this 13-the time that our Ma- 
ſter Chypiſt ſpeakerh of, that the .Father ſhould- be againſt the Son, 
and the Son againſt the Fatber,. and one Brother againſt an other, 
that the Brother ſhall deliver the Brother to death , yea, and that the 
Wicked hall ſay all manner of Wicked ſayings againſt us for his 
Name ſake, the which I have found by experience, I praiſe God that 
gave me ſtrength to bear it, | 
I have no miſtruſt but that the World ſhall ſee and kzow my Blood 
ſhall not be dear in my own fight, whenſoever it pleaſe God to give ma 
Adverſanes leave to ſhedit z Ido carneſtiy believe, that God which 
hath begun this good work in me, will perform it to theend , for 
when 1 have been ia Priſon, ſometimes wearing Blots and Shackles, 
lying on the bear ground, and ſometimes ſitting in the Stocks, and 
bound with Cords, that tiny Body was {welled, and I like to be over- 
come with pain, ſometimes lying in the Woods and Fields, wan- 
dring to and fro, brought before Fuſtices, Sberiffs , Lords, Doors, 
and B/{hops, called Dog, Devil, Hivetick, whoremonger, Traytor, Thief, 
Deceiver, and ſuch like : Yea, even they that did eat of my Bread, that 
ſhould have been moſt my Friends by Nature have betrayed me g 
yet for all this I praiſe God, that hath ſeperated me from my Mothers 
Womb, all this thathath happened unto me hath been eaſie, for I 
praiſe God, they are not able to prove one #i#tle of their ſayings to be 
true, but that way which they call Hereſte I ſerve my Lord God , and 
at all times, before' whomſoever I have been brought, God hath 
given me Mouth and Wiſdom, againft which my Adverſaties have 
not beea able toreſiſt 5 whierefore, dear Siſter, be of good comfort, 
with all your Brethren and Sifters, arid take no thought what you ſhall 
ſay, for it ſhall be given-you the Tame hour according to the promiles, | 
as I have alwayes found, arid as you and all others of Gods Ele ſhall 
well tind, when the-time is full'come ; and whereas I and miany 0-. 
thers have hoped that this Perſecutien would have been at anend cre 
this timez now I perceive God will have a further Tryal, to Root 
out all Diſſemblers, that no'man ſhould rejoyce in himſelf, but he 
that rejoyceth ſhould rejoyce 1a God, - wherefore if Prophecy (ſhould 
fail, and Toz2ucs ſhould ceaſe; 'yet Love muſt indure, for fear hath 
painfulneſs, but a perfeQ Love caſteth out all fear, which Love I have 
no miſtruſt, but God hath pouredit upon you ſo abundantly, that no- 
thing in the World ſhall be able to ſeperate you from God, neither 
High nor Low, Rich nor Poor, Life nor Death, ſhall be able to pur 
you from Chrilt, but by him I truſt you ſhall enter into New Feruſa- 
lemthere to live forever. 771 
After his Examination, Sentence was paſt upon him, and upon the 
22th day of the Moneth called Faxe , he and- nine more were burnr 
at Lewis, as mention is made before, . 
The next Moneth following IG , and Elizabeth Cooper were 
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burat— 
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S. Millet , burat ,at 1Vorwich :- This\S/mon Aller dweit in 'Lyn, he was'a zea- 
Elizaverb 1ous man for the Lord and his/Frintim thoſe dayes, derefting and ab- 
Cooper Mar-. horiog the forced Religion of the. Papiſts, poing trom Lys 'to' Nor- 
ty. * wich. and ſtanding inthe preſs of People, ag- they were' coming 

from tlc: ,Bopilh jervice,' he ſpake:forme wordsro them; dt which 
ſome marveNcd ro; hear and (ee lis boldneſs, but ſhortly aſter he was 
brought kefore Dunzewg Chancellor of ' Norwich; when he was before 
kim, haying his Conteſon of his Ffich written, and put in kisShoe, 
par: of which appearing, was tzkty out; which the Chancellor P6r- 


ol 
. 


uling, aske him, If bewauls fland to: 3hat” Fa th,-to which he {aid he 
ſhould z wherelipen, he was committed to Watt}, and ſhortly” after 
was by the Biſhop, of Nezwith ikd hrs Chancellor condemined;, and 
burnt with the 2i101claid ELeecberh Cooper 5 1 Whens Elizabeth firft felt 
the Fire, ihe ihr\ynk, and cryed out; Simon! Wer put his kind be- 
hind him toward her, #DG&Witht herto be ſtreng, ſo they both end- 
ed their lives joyfully.:._ CoM ONT . | 


About. this time ſevqral: perſons Perfecutod in Colchrfter ſuffered! 
in Eſſex, being Proſecuted by ons Thom Tye Priefl, who wrote a 
Letter to Binyer againſt them to his-effeft... 

; * They allemble, ſaid he; togetherwpon the Sabbath: Cay, during. 
the rime. of Divine Sepvixe,ſoractumnes in oneHuule, and ſometimes in 
another, apd there, keep their pxivate-Cenrepricles, this Letter of the 
Prieſts catiſcd a Sap to ariſe againſt ſuch as profcft the Truth in Eſ- 

F 


The Priets [e*, 4nd the Houle of Willem 4/454 was beier by one Terril, atd the 
Letter ro tix OfCers with him, who ruld #56iam Munt.ad his Wite, they muſt 
up Perſecu- $9 With tliem to Fotrheeer Cafthe: | The' womaa (being ſick 1h Bed, 
tion. clired hey Daughter might firſt fexch her ſome Dribk; for fie was 

ill at eaſe, Terri! giving her Daughter leaveyys ſhe was coming back 
with the Deink, and a Candle inher hand, He wiſhf ber, to gave ber Fa- 
ther and Mither good ceunſel, the Maid replyed, they havea better 
IoſtruQer then me, for I hope the holy Ghoſt doth teach them; which 
will not ſuffer them tocrr; then ſaid Tervil,' drt- then in that mind, 
thou neug bty Howſwiif, marry, it is time'to look upon ſuch Hereticks indted , 
the Maid replyed, with that you call Hereſie;' do] —_— my Lord 
God ; Terr! {nid, Then I perceive Goſſip. you will burs with the ref for 
Company-ſake, no, ſaid ſhe, not for. Company'fake, but for Chrift's 
ſake 5 if Iamcompelled z and I hope, if be call me to it; he will en-. 
able me to bear it: Thea the ſaid Terri/ took the Candle out of her 
band, and held her wreſt and the burgiag Capdle under her hand, fay- 
ing, Thos young Whore, wilt thou aot 649? She replyed, fhe had no cauſe 
to CTY, but rather to rejoyce,and quieily ſuffercy his rage for the time.” 
at the laſt ſhe ſaid, have you done wh# you will do? he faidj Ya. ax4 
if thou think it not well, then mend. it: Mend it fatd (he) nay! the: 
Lord mend you, and give you repentance z and now, if yaur think it 
good, begin atthe nd burnt the Head alſo; for hethari fer you 
or work, ſhall pay you your wages, ſo the faid — my 
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time of the Ap?/tacy from the Truth. 189 
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H-yufe, and took one he Thurſton, and Mergeret his Wife, and - ()., 14 v1, 
litet Mint and his Wife, and Roſe his Daughter, whoſe hand he had , GE. 
burnt, and'catried them to Colcheſter Caſtle immediately ; there was you, 
ia all ren perſons Friſe#crs in Colcheſter for got conforming, and for de- 
nying the zeal preſents in'the $icratent,who were all ſeverally Sent- 

enced to bs biirmt; When Roſe Aﬀea,whoſe hand was burnt by Terri/, 
Examined concerning her belief, conceraing Avxicular Confeſſion, 

and the Maſs, &c. She ſaid, they ftuok in the Vace of God z' and be- 

ag asFed, Whar ſbe ſaid concernin: the Sex of Rome,. avd whether foe 

would obey the Biſhop of Romes 4nthority z the anſwered boldly, ſhe 

was none of Iijs, and gs for his Sex, it isfor ſuch Revezs and Crowes 

«5 you be, to ſwim in, for 1 ſhall not ſwim. in that See while I 

live, ncither will I have any thing rado therewith ; whereupon ſhe 

was chndcnried as the reſt were, 'Aﬀer theſe poor Lambs were con- 

dematd,* they were delivered iato the hands of the Secular Power, 

and were by them committed every one unto the Priſon from whence 

rhey came, where they remained with much. joy and great comfort, 

xt continiÞ reading and calling upon God, eyer looking tor, and ex- Nine Mar- 
peCting the day of their diſiolution; which was upon the ſecond day tyr burntia 
of the Moneth called Auguſt following and becauſe ſome were in the £/**, #14 
Caſtle Piifon, and ſome in the Town Priſon, called the Mare-ball, _ dicd 1 
therefore it was agreed by the Officers, that they in'the Adore-hell, viz, 
williams $bazeer, William Purcas, Thomas Benold, d7zes Silverfide, ali- 

as. Sith, Ellen Ewvting, and Elizabeth Fowlks ſhould be burnt in the 
torenoon, and #1l/iam Munt, and his Wife and Daughter, and Fobs 

Fob(0h; Prifoners in the Caſtle, ſhould be burat in the aftexnoon, 

who when they were tyed to the Stakes, they called upon God, and 

carae({tly exhorted the People to flee from Idolatry, and fc ended their 
Teftimonies joyfully, and as for Fohs Thurſton, before mentioned, he 

dicd in Prilon, 

The nextthat ſuffered, -was George Eazles, a man of a good Utter- G. Eagles 
ance, and Elequent in peech, though but a Taylar by Trade, in this Maxyr. 
time of gteit Perſecution, he left his Trade, and travelled about from 
place to plact to comfort and ſtrengthen ſuch as had received the Trath 
in any meature, ſometimes Lodging in the Fields and Woods, and 
becauls he travelled muck abroad. c was called Tredgever , ir his 
Dicc he was iparing, and for his Drink it was moſtly Water for rhree 
years , td which neccfſities of denying himſelt be was droye to, 
through the tear of this time of Perſecution, for he was fain tokeep 
pretty much tn 1/ceas and Holes, for the Queen bad put out a Procla- 
mation itt four Counties for appreheading of him , and twenty 
pounds Wasto be given to the party that took him, and ſhortly aftcr 
he was taken in a Cera:Field in mow, and being apprekended, -was 
had Prifontr to Colcheſter, arid from thence within four dayes was had 
to Chilmsfir#, where he abode one-night, and did neither fleep nor 
ext nor Erink,* and the next day he was Carried to Leades, and there 
Examided -by the Biſhop or Councel, and from thence ſent back t » 
Chilmsfordafiin, and atthe Sclfons there, he was.indicted for Tre «- 
ſon; for having Mectiags coptrary to the Law, and for praying - 

| 0 
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0 Way God would ruxn-Queen Maryes heatt, or elſe take her away, the 
Ar, 1557; 
Rane 


which worlJs.thatGod would take her'away, he denyed that he ſpake, 
nevertheleſs, he was condemined, arid executed for the ſame, 


The Suffetings of Richard Craſhfield of Wymondham, 
Examined before Dunning Chancefor f Nerwich, 


. RichCreſk- The Chancellor 'ſ1id, How ſay you, Sirrah , to the Ceremony of the 
field Mit- cy,,rch f What Ceremonies, Pr Craſbfield ? | Gi 
w_ Chancellor,” Ds you believe in the Sacrament of the A'tar ? 
Craſbfic ld (aid; He knew not what it was. | 
Chancellor, Do you wot believe that Chriff took Bread, gave thanks, 
breat.it, and ſaid, Take eat, this u my Body ? | 
Crafbfield, Even as Chriſt ſpake, ſo did he perform the work, 
Chancellor, How ſay you to the Confeſſion to the Prieſt, when were Jou 
Confeſſed? | 
ph I confeſs my ſelf daily uato the Eternal Ged. 
Chancellor, Do you not then take the confeſſion to the Prifte to 
be cod? | 
a {w, No, but rather Wicked. vos Fla 
Chancellor, #hat ſay you to Singing, 4nd the Organs, is that godly? 
Azu(p. 1 perceive ld. he, no godlineſs in it, and yet he (aid, he ap- 
proved of Spiritual Sengs, but yours is of the Fleſh, and ef the Spi- 
rit af Eyror, and though to you it be pleaſant, and glorious, yet to 
the Lord it is bitter and odious, 
Then ſaid the Chancellor, Stand nearer Country-man, why fland you 
fo far off? 
Anſs. Lam near enough, and alittle too near, and further ſaid, I 
have done with you, | 
Chancellor, what ſball 1 te my Lord of you ? 
Anſw. It you have nothing to tell him, your Arrant will be the 
ſooner done. | | | 
Chancellor, wil you turn from this wicked Error? ( you have been an 
evil example, by yout wicked reading ; you have per ſwadrd fimple women 
to thix Error) and you ſball have mercy. 
Anſw, 1 ask mercy of God, via have offended, and not of 
ous: - 
: Chancellor, when were you at your Pariſh Church, you have been Ex- 
communicated this two years.and therefore you are condemned , and (o paſt 
Sentence upon him and he was ſhortly after burnt at Norwich. 
The next that ſuffered, was one Foyce Lewis, Wife to Thom Lew- 
is of Aancheiter ;, this Foyce Lewis, was a woman finely brought up 
Foxes Lewis in the pleaſures of the' World z the was turned from the Popiſh Re- 
Martve, 440m, by fecing the great Sufferings and Death of Lawrance Sxunders 
at Covemtry; and being afterwatds i»flamed with the /pve of God, ſhe 
purpoſed to abftain from thoſe . things that diſpleaſed him, but her 
Husband beipg furious againſt her, compelled her ro go to Maff, but 
being therein Teftimony againſt their 14e/atry,when they ſprinkled the 
holy Water, ſhs tugned her back toward it, for which the was ſhort- 


ly 
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ly after accuſed before the Biſhop; ihe told the Bithop, by refuſing GL 
5 2. Mery ; 


their holy Water, the neither offzaded God nor his Zaws, the Bitho 


thereat was offended, and Bound her Husband in a hundred pound wg, 


Bond for her appezrance a Moneth after, the Moneth being ended, 
her unnatural Husband carried her bimiclf to the Bilkop, who ask- 
ed her, why ſbe would not go to Maff, and receive the Sacraments? She 
anſwered, becauſe ſhe found them not in the VVord needfull, for 
mens Salvation, wherefore ſhe was condemned; atter her condenation 
ſhe continued a year in Priſon, where her behaviour both ia word and 
deed was ſuch, that her death was greatly lamented, when the She- 
riff brought her news of the hour of her aeath, ſhe ſaid to him, your 
Meſſage is welcome to me ; when: the Fire was let to her, the never 
faruagled, nor ſtrived, bur ended her /ife patiently, 


About the ſeventeenth day of September were burnt at 1/ingro Four per- 
Ralph Allerton , Fames Auſtoo, Margery Auſtoo his Wite, and Richard ſons bur 


Roth. | 

Ra'ph Alerton, after his apprehending , was kept a whole year 
in Priſon before he was condemned, he was firſt accuſed before the 
Lord Darſey of Chicheſter, for not conforming to the 1delatry and Super- 
ſition of rhe rims, and for praying and exhorting the People of the 
Parith wherc he lived, not being a Pricft , betoxe he was apprehend- 
ed he kept himſelf in eods and Barnes, and other ſolitary places; and 
at laſt being apoyrehended, was ſent up to the Councel, and from 
them to Bonner Biſhop of Loxden ; in lis Examination he told the Bi- 
ſhop, there were three &eligzons in Engiand, then faid Bonrer, Which be 
theſe? Allerton replycd, The brit is chat which you hold ; the ſecond 
is clean contrary to the ſame z and the third is a Neuter: Then ſaid 
Bonper, Of which of the fe three art thou of ? Allertos (aid, Iam of that 
which is contrary to that which you reach to be helteved on the pain 
of death, after ſome other diſcourſe between them, the Biſhop in a 
rage called him Xneve,:'2nd whor ſos Prick-lowſe, and demanded what 
he had to ſay, why be (hould wot pronounce the Sentence of condemmarion 4- 
cain}t bim? to which he anſwered, You ought got to condemn me, 
for I am 2a Chriſtian, but do as you have decermined, for I fee right 
and truth are ſuppreſſed, and cannor appear upon the Earth , . theſe 
words ended, the Biſhop pronounced the Sentence of death againſt 
him, and delivered him to the remperal Officers, who on the day atore- 
{aid, cauſed him end the other three to be burnt, | | 

There is not much Recorded what paſt in the Try:/ of the other 
three, only Fares Auftoo, when he was brought upon Examination 
before the Biſhop in his Chappel at F#/ha», the Biſhop ſaid to him, 
Doft thou know where thin arr, and before whom ; to which hereplyed, 
I know where I am, forlam in an /de/-temple, whereupon the Biſhop 
paſt Sentence againſt him and his Wite, who ſuflered geeply, a Pri- 
{oner in the Biſhops Houſe, being kept in his Dog-kennel, under a pair 
of Stairs, Oae Article againſt Richerd Roth, one of che four that wes 
burned, was, that he was a Comforter to Hereticks, and to that 
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0. Mary, end. had VVrit a Letter, to certain Perſons that were burnt at 
Az. 1557, Colchefter. 
NW SY 


The Subſtance of which Letter written by him 4 diretted to 'his Bre- 
thren and Siſters in Ehriſt, condemned at Coleteſter, and ready to be 
burned for the Teftimony of the Truth, is as followeth. 


Oh, dear Brethrex and SiFers, how much have you to rejeyce in 
God, that he hath given you ſuch Faith, to overcome this blood thir 
ty Tyrant thus far, and no doubt hethat heth begun that good work un 
you, will fulfill it unto the end : Oh, dear hearts in Chriſt, whata 
Crown of Glory ſhall ye receive with Chriſt, in the Kingdom of God: 
Oh, that it had been the good will of God, that I had been ready to have 
gone with you, for Ilye 1a my Lords little caſe in the day, andin the 
night, 1 lye in the Co/e-howſe, from Ralph Allerton, or any other, and 
we look every day when we ſhall be condemned, tor he laid, that 7 ſbould 
be burnt within tex dayes, before Eaſter; but I lye till at the Pools-brint, 

 andevery man goeth in before me ; but we abide patiently the Lords 
leiſure with many Zoxds in Fetters, and Srocks , by the which we 
have reccived great joy in God: And now fare you well, dear Bre- 
thres and Sifters, in this world. 

'Oh, Brother 2ſt, with your Wife, and my dear Siſter Roſe, how 
bleſſed are you in the Lord, that God bath found you worthy to (uf- 
fer for his ſake; with all the reſt of my dear Brethren and Siſters, 
known and unknown. Ob, be joyfull even unto death, fear it nor, 
ſaich Chriſt, For 7have overcome death, faith he: Ott, dear hearts, 
ſecing that Jeſus Chriſt will be our help, Oh tarry you the Lords 

- leiſure, be ftrong, let your hearts beof good comfort, and wait you 
fill for the Lord, he is at hand, yea, the Arge/ of the Lord pitch- 
cth his Text rongd about them that fear him, and dejivereth them 
which way he ſccth beſt, for our lives are in the Lords hand, and they 
can do nothing unto us, before God ſuffer them; therefore give all 
thanks to God , Oh, dear hearts, you ſhall be clothed with long white 
Garments upon Mount Ziow, with the multitude of Saizts, and with 
Chriſt Feſus our Seviowr, which will never forſake us; Oh, bleſſed 

Firgins, you have plaid the wiſe Yirgizs pert, in that you have taken 

Ole ig your Lamps, that you may goin with the Bridegroom when he 

cometh, into the everlaftinz joy with him z but as for the Fooliſh they 
ſhall be ſhut out, becaule they made not themſelves. ready to ſuffer 
with Chriſt, neither go about to take up his Croſs ; Oh, dear hearts, 
how pretious ſhall your death be inthe ſight of the Lord, for dear 
is the death of-his $4ints ; Ob, fare you well, and pray, the Grace 
of qur Lord Jeſus Chrift be with you all Amen, Amen, pray, pray, 
pray. | 

, By me & chard Roth, written with my own Blocd, 


j 


I meationed before, how that ten perſons ſuffered at Colcbefter, a- 
mongſ whom was one Agnes Bengerr, who ſhould have ſuffered with 
| | them: 


hs, 
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them ſix that went out of Mote-ha/l, but her Execution was (uf pend- 
ed for atime, her name being miſtaken 19 the Writ, and inftead of 
Arnes Bengeer, called Agnes Boyer ; this poor woman, when (he ſaw 
ſhe was ſeperated from her Priſox-felows, and ſent back to Pri/cn, 
and might not ſuffer with thema, ter the had given up her (clf to ſuffer, 
having provided a Nurſe for her ſucking Child, and provided all 
things neceſſary for her ſuffeziog, bur when ſhe ſaw the was put 
back, ſhe wept bitterly, and made pitious mean to her ſelf, efteem- 
ing her ſelf as naked and deſolate , and bemoaning her condition 
when ſhe was ſeperated from her Companiens, and this is written 
taar the Reader may ſec how 7Zealous theſe perſons were in thoſe 
dayes, who eftcemed death rather then /ife for their Teflimonies ſake , 
bur ſhortly afrer a Writ came down from Londen, wherein her name 
was rightly incerted, and ſhe was burnt at Colchefter. 

. Shortly after, one Fohn Noyes of Lecksfield, in the County of Suf- 
folk Shoe-Maker z he was apprehended for not going totheir publick 
Service and Maſs,by one Thomas Levelland others,who beſet his Houſe 
en both ſides, where they found oh» Noyes in his backſide going 
forth z one of the Perſecutors ſecing of him, called to him, and faid, 
whether goeſt thou? Fohn replyed, to my Neigbhours, the Perſecu- 
tor ſaid, Your Maſter hath deceived you, you muſt go with us mw: Fobn 
replycd, Take heed your Mafter deceive __ fo they apprehended 
him, and had him before rhe Fuftices next diy, who committed him to 
the Dungeon, where he lay for ſome time, and then he was had to 
Norwich before the Biſhop and ſoon after Sentence of death was pro- 
nounced againſt him; when he was bound to the Stake, he ſpeak 
theſe words, Fear not them that can kill the Body, but fear him that can 
kill both Body and Soul, and caſt them into Everlaſtin; Fire: And ſeeing 
his Sifer weep, and make moe for him, he bid her that ſhe ſhould not 
weep for him, but weep tor her f6as, and ſo he yielded up his life, 

' Whilſt he was buraing one Fohn Farvs tanding by, ſaid, How the 
Sinews of his Arms ſhrink up; two of the Sheriffs men hearing of 
bim ſpeak, apprehended him.and having him before the Fuftices, they 
affirmed be ſhovld ſay, what YVilienow wretches are thele? Whereupon 
the Fuftices commanded, that he ſhould be fer in the Stocks next Mar- 
ket day, and whipt about the Market aaked , but the Conſtable, in 
friend({hip to him, did not ſet him 1n the Stocks, till that called Sux- 
day morning , aad in the afternogn they whipt him about the 
Market with a Dog-whip, having three Cords, and fo they let 
him go. | 


whilſt John Noyes was Priſoner, his wife deſiring him to ſend 
her ſome tokens of Rememberance of him, thereupos he ſent 
her ſeveral Sentences of Scripture for a 
Rememberance, as followeth. 


Dearly beloved, be got troubled with this keat that is now come 
among you, to try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing had kappened 
unto you, but rejoyce, inſomuch as you are partakers of ang =>-k 

crings, 


- Mary, 


'» 1557» 
WW, 


Pohn Noyes 
Martyr. 
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iſt, happy are you, tor the Spirit of 


A Glory and the Spirit of God reſteth upon you. 


It is better, if the will of God be ſo, that you ſuffer for well-doing, 
then for evil-doing, 1 Pet, 3. 

So 1 Pet. 4. See that none of you ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a 
Thief, or an Evil-dqor, or as a Buſie-body, in otheFmens matters, but 
if any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian-x:ap, let him not be aſham'd,but let him 
gloritie God in this behalt'; for the time 1s come that F#dgment muſt 
begin at the Houſe of God: If it firſt begin at us, what ſhall the end of 
them be that believe not the Goſpel of God ? Whereforelet them that 
ſuffer according to the Will of God, commit their Souls to him in 
well-doing. 

St. Pax! faith, 2 Tim. 3, All that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 
muſt ſufter Perlecution. 

St. Toh faith, 1 John 2. See that ye love not rhe World. neither the 
things that are in the World , if any man love the World, the love 
of the Father is not in him: For all ther is in the World, as the luſt 
of the _Flcih, rhe Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, 1s not of the 
Father, bur is cf the World, which vaniſheth away and the Luſt there- 
of ; but he that fulfileth the VVill of God abideth forever 

St. Paw! (ith, Colloſ, 3. If ye be riſen again with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt fitteth on the right hand of 
God: Set ycur affeQien on things that are above, and not on things 
whichare on Earth. | 

Our Saviour Chrift ſaith, Marth. 18. Whoſoever ſhall offend one 
of thefe little ones, that believe in me, it were better for him that 
a Mfilftowe were hanged about his peck, and that be were caft into 


_ the Sea. 


The Prophet David ſaith, Pſal, 84. Great are the troubles of the 
Righteous, bur the Lord delivereth them ourof all ; fear the Lord 
ye his Saints , for they that fear him Jack _ 

When the Righteous cry, the Lord hearcth them, atid delivereth 
ther out of all their troubles z bur misfortvae thall {lay the uagodly, 
and they that hate the Righreous ſhall periſh. 

Hear, Oh my People, I aſſure thee, Oh 1/acl, if thau wilt beark- 
et uato me, there ſhall ao trange God be in thee, neither ſhalt thou 
Worſhip any other God : Oh that my Pegsple would obey me, for 
if 1ſrac} would walk in my wayss, I would {oon put down their Ene. 
ues, and tura my hand againſt their Ad verſaries. | 

Our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, The Diſciple is not above his Maſter, nor 
yet che Servant above his Lord ; it is enough for the Diſciple to be as 
bis Maſter is, and that the Servant be as his Lord is, if they have cal- 
led the Maſter of the Houſe Beizebub, how much more ſhall they call 
them of his Houſhold fo; fear not them therefore. 

St. Paw! {aith, 2 Cor, 4. Set your ſelves therefore at large, azd 
bear net a ftraogers Yoke with the Unbelieyers, for what fellowſhip 
hath Z/2htcouſneſowwith Unrighteewſneſi? What Company hath Light 
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nd part neſt? Either what part hath the Belicver with the Infidel, 0. Mary, 
&c? Wherefore come out trom among them, and ſeperate your 49, x557. 


ſelves now, ( ſaith the Lord) and touch no unclean thing z ſo will I 
- receive you, ane I will be a Father unto you; and you (hall be my Sons 
and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty, 

For neither Eye bath ſeen, nor the Ear bath heard, neither can it 
enter into the heirt of man, what good things the Lord hath pre- 
parcd for them that love him, 1 Cor, 2, 

Ye are brought acither with Silver nor Gold, but with the preti- 
ous Blood of Chriſt, 1 Pex, 1. 

There isnone other Name given to meg wherein we muff be fa; 
ved, As 4. 

So fare ye well Wife and Children, and leave worldly care, and 
{ce that ye be dilligent to pray, 

Take no thought ( ſaith Chrift, Mat. 6.) aying, what ſhall we car, 
or what thall wedrink, or wherewith ſhall we be clothed (for after 
, all thele things ſeek the Gentiles) for your heavenly Father know- 
eth that ye haveneed of theſe things ; but ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom 


of Heavcu, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, and all theſe things (hall be 
miniſtred unto you, | 


- 


_ The Sufferines of Cicely Ormes, wife of Edmund Ormes of 
Norwich, Worſfted-Weaver, burnt about the twenty 
third day of September. 


The occaſion of her brſt apprehending was far that ſhe being per- 
ſent ar the death of two Marcyrs burar in the Zo/lards-pit, without Bi- 


WAEy%H 


Cicely Qrwes 


ſhops-gate in Norwich, tor that ſhe ſaid, he would pledge them of the Martyr: 


lame Cup that they drunk of;ſhe was apprehended and had before the 
Chancellor, who Examining her concerning the Sacrament of the 
Altar: He azkt her, what it was the Prirſt held over bis head, ihe re- 
plyed, It was Bread, and if ſaid ſhe,you make it any better it is worſe ; 
Whercupon the Chancellor, with threatning words, ſent her to the 
Bilnops Prildn q ſhortly afcer ſhe was brought before him again, who 
offered her, 1f ſhe woul4goto Church, and keep her Tongue, ib: (bould le 
at liberty, but the refuſing his offer, he-paſt Seatenca of Death up- 
on her, and delivered her to the Sheriff, to (ce her burnt z when ſhe 
camie to the Stake, ſhe ſaid, welcome the fiveet Croſs of Chriſt z and when 
the Fire was kindled about her, ſhe faid, Aty Soul doth Magnifie the 
Lord, aud my Spirit rejoyceth in God my Saviour, and (o finiſhed her Tefti- 
mony 18 Patience. 

At this time, the rage of Perſecutidn was very hot ia many Coun- 
tics, and many were Perſecuted ar Lichfield, and about ſeventeen were 
pur to death in Suſſex inthe Diocels of Chichefter, a particular Relation 
whereof there is little left upon record to make manifeft,but the Popes 
Tyranny Was great 1n many Countics. ig Exgland in this Qgeens 
rime. | y 


- 
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The Examinatios of Thomas Sprudence before the 
Chancettor of Norwich | 


Chancellor askt him, whether be had been with « Prieſt and confeit 
his fins? He replyed, I have confeft my fins to God, and that is ſuf- 
ficient for me. 

Then faid the Biſhop, wilt thou be ſworn ts the Pope, as ſupream head 
of the Church ? No, ſaid he, not as leng as I live, for you cannot prove 
by the Scripture, that the Pope is head of the Church : Yes, ſaid the 
Biſhop, As the Bell-weather, which weareth the Bell, is head of the Flock 

of Sheep, ewen ſo is the Pope the h:4d of the Church of Chriſt, and now,good 
fellow,thou haſt wandered long out of thy way like a ſcattred Sheep, therefare 
hear this Bell-weather, and come home with us to thy Mother the true 
Church again. | | 

Thom... anſwered, All this is but Natural reaſon, and no Serip- 

tLre, 
oh, ſaid the Biſhop, 7 ſee you are ſtout, and will not be anſwered, there- 
fore you ſhall be compelled by Law. 

Theme replyed, So did your Fore-fathers intreat Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, they bad a Law, and by their Law they put him to death 
and likewiſe you have a Law,which is Tyransy,and by that you would 
force me to believe as you do; butI truſt the Lord will affiſt me a- . 
gainſt all your beggerly Ceremories, and make your Fooliſhneſs 
known to all the World. 

Then faid the Biſhop, when were you at Church ? 

Thomas (a1d, Never ſince I was born. 

How old are you then, (aid the Biſhop ? | 

I think ſaid he, about forty : Thea the Biſhop not well underſtand- 
ing him. he explained himſelf, ſaying, never ſince I was born anew z 
for Chrif ſaid unto Nicedemsus, Except you be born avain, you cannot 


; enter into the Kingdom of God. 


Then the Bithop told him, He was a ſtubborn Fellow, - and an Here- 
tick, and ſpeaking to him of Obedience to the Laws of the Realm. 

Thema relyed, You muſt conſider rhat I have a Soul azd a Body, 
and my Soul is none of the Qzeexs, but my Bedy and Goods is the 
Qzeens ; and I muſt give God my Soul, and all that belongeth unts it ; 
that is, I muſt obey the Laws and Commandments of God, and who- 
ſoever commandeth obedicace to Laws contrary to Gods Laws, Imay 
aot obey them, leſt I lobſe my Soul, but mult rather obey God then 


man ; and further told the Biſhop, that their 2raven Images and Cere- 


= » Were but the /#vesutions and Imaginations of their own 
MN. . 

Then one ftanding by, ſaid to the Priſoners, Are you wiſer then all 
yen? will you willinzly caſt away your ſelves? My Lord would fain ſave. 
you, therefore chuſe ſome man where you will, and take « day, my Lord wil! 
give 1t you. 

Then Thomas replyed, If I ſave my life, I ſhall loſe it, and if Iloſe 


my life for Chriſts ſake,I ſhall find life Everlaſting; and if I take a day, 


when 
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when the day cometh, I muſt ſay then even asI ſay gow, except - 
I will lye, and therefore that needeth nor. 4 f Q. Mar) , 
Well then, faid the Biſhop, Heve him «way, and after he had been 7: 1557: 
kepr ſome time a Priſoner in Bury in Sefolt, he was burnt in vo. © VP 
wvembier, - 
Ia the ſame Moneth were three perſons put to death in Smithfield, 
viz, John Hallingdal, william Sparrow, and Richard Gibſon, they were Three pers 
ſeveral times brought before 3ayner, who produced ſeveral Articles fons burntin 
againſt them, and uited Argumeets ts perſwade them to recant, be- Smirbfield, | 
fore he paſt Sentence upon chem, to which Fehr Hallingaal replyed, 
Becaule I will not come to your Bebylenicel Church, therefore you go 
about to condemn me, then the Biſhop askt him, whether be would 
per ſevere in bis Opinions ? He replyed, He thould perſift in them vn- 
ctil the death ; whereupon Boxner read the bloody Sentence againſt 
him ; #:{;am S2arrow being asked the ſame Queftion by the Biſhop, 
he made anſwer to this cffeft, That way which yeu call Hereſie, 1s 
good and gudly, and if every hair of my head were a man, I would 
bura them all rather then go from the Truth z and ſaid, their Laws 
and Maſs was naught and abominable ; whereupon the' Biſhop Im- 
mediately read the Sentence of death ageinſt him, and delivered bim 
to the Secular Power, who ſent him again to Priſon. 
After the Biſhop had miniſtred ſeveral Articles againſt Rich. Gibſos , 
the ſaid Richard propoſed ſeveral Articles to him to anſwer, yea or nay, 
or elſe to ſay, he could not tell, viz. Whether any man by the holy 
Ordinance of God ever was, is, or ſhall! be Lord over mens faith? And 
by whar Lawfull Authority any man of what dignity Eſtate or cal- 
ling by Othce ſocver ke or they be, may uſe Lordihip, or Power 0- 
ver any man for Faith or Conſcience-ſake ? 
By what /awfl authority or power any man of what dignity, eſtate, or 
callizg loever he or they be, may be {o held as to e/ter or change the ho» 
ly Ordinazces of God, or any of them, or any part of them ? 
By what evident tokens Aati-chriſt and his Miniſters may be 
known , ſeeing it is written that Sataxcan change himſelf into the 
ſimillitudoof an Azgel of Light ? 
What is the Bes/# which maketh war with the Saimts of God, and 
doth not only #/{/them, bur alſo will ſuffer none to buy nor ſell, but 
ſuch as worſhip his mage, or receive his mark in their right-bands, 
or in their fore-h:ads, his Name or the number of his Name , or dg 
worſhip his ze which by the juſt and terrible Sentence of God al- 
ready decreed, (hall periſh in Fire and Brimftone, before the holy Awgels, 
and before the Lamb, and they ſhall have no reit day nor night, but the 
ſmoke of their torment ſhall afend up for evermore? ; 
Alſo what is the Gordiows Glittring whore that ſitteth upon the Beaſt, 
with 2 Goldez Cup in her band, full of Abominations, with whom the: 
Kings of the Earth haye committed Fornication, and the Inhabitants of 
the Ezrth, and ſhe ber (elf alſo is drunken with the blood of the Sainte, 
which is the Wine of her Fornication, whoſe fleſb the horns of the Beaff 
ſhall zare in pieces, and burn her with Fire ? 
At the laſt tine of his appearing at the Co/iory before the age” 
rene 
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OQ-.Var -3> the Biſhop asking him, 1f he knew any cauſe, why Sentence ſvould not be 


An.15 57. 
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Fohn Rau T4 
Gt Margaret 


Hoary 
Martyrs 


paſt 124inſt him? He anſwered, That they had nothing-againſt him, 
juttly to condema him for, the Biſhop replyed, ſaying, He was ax 
evil man; Richard Gib/on anſwered, I may ſay ſoot you allo: "Then 
rhe Biſhop haſtning en to his Sentence, Admeniſht him to rememier 
himſelf, and ſave bis Soul ,.Gibſow told the Biſhop, He would got hear 
his babbling ; and ſaid further, bleſſed am I, that am curſed at yours 
hands; and ſo the Sentence was read againſt him, and he was com- 
mitted to Priſon; and (hortly after was burnt with the two before 
aentioned, 

At the bottom of his Articles he incerted thele two Scripture 
following. | | 3D 

Aſcribe unto the Lord, Oh ye mighty, aſcribe unto the Lord wor. 
ſhip and ftrength z give unto f 4 Lord the Honour of his Name, and 
bow your ſelves to the Majeſty of the Lord. 

I will hearken what the Lord God will fay , for he ſhall ſpake 
peace unto his people , that they tura not tliemſelyes unto foo- 
lichnefs, 
| April the 6th 1557. By me Richard Gibſon, 


 Inthis furious time of Perſecutien F. Rowgh and Margaret Mearing, 
were allo burnt at Londpy en the 2ath day of the Moneth called De- 
cember ; this Jobs Rough was born inScotland, and in his zeal for the 
Truthzhe abhorred the Idolatry and Superſtition in Religion prafticed 
in that Country ; and therefore traveled into Exgland, where after the 
death of King Edward the ſixth, perceiving the alteration that was 
like to bein Religion, and the Perſecution that would thereupon a- 
riſe, ard looking at his own weakneſs fled with his Wife into Frees- 
{and, where they laboured with their hands for their mainterirce ; 


*burttfortly after he returned again iato Ergland,and arriving at Lowdey, 


4 


he heard of a Society of godly People that aflembled privately in Re- 
JIigious Exerciſe, to whom he joyned himſelf, and continued Exerci- 
ſing his gift in preaching unto them, until he was through the trea- 
chery of a falſe Brother betrayed and apprekended by the Vice- 
Chamberlaia of the Queens Houle, being taken at areligious Meeting 
atthe Sarriſons-bead in Jlington;, after Examination before the Coun- 
cil, he was ſent to Newp ate, and his Examination in a Letter to Boxyer, 
to proceed againſt him as an Hererick, 
| Bonzer being minded to make quick diſpatch with him, within 
three dayes after the receipt of the Letter ſent for him from Newgate, 
to his Palaceat London, where he had ſeveral Articles ready drawn 
up' againſt him, fer denying the ſeven Sacraments, the Latine Ser- 
vice, 29d the Popes Supremacy, &c. Aﬀterhe had an{wered to theſe 
Articles, he was diſmiſſed till next day, and then he was brought 
aZ4in before the Biſhop and others, who perceiving his.conftagcy to 
his profeſſion, they ordered kim to be brought the next day tothe o- 
Conſiſtory, and there condemned him as an Heretick, and de- 
fivered him te the Secular Power, who ſent him to Newgate, and 
| F | _ thoxtly 
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ſhortly afrer he was burat in Smithfield, at half an hour paſt five a O» Mary, 
clock in the morning, An.1558- 
ad 


A Letter written by John Rough, unto certain of his Friends, 
confirming, and fir:xethenine them is the Truth, 


The comfort of the holy Ghoſt make you able to give conſolation 
unto others, ig theſe dangerous dayes when Sata7 is let looſe, but to 
the tryal only of rhe chulcn, when it pleaterh our God to fift his 
whe:t from the Chaff, I have av: lexfure and time to writ, rhe great 
Temptations, | have been undcr, I ſpeak to Geds Glory, my care was 
to have the {ences of my Soul opzned, to j;ercceive the voice of God, 
faying, Whoſoever denyeth ms before mzn, him will Ideny before 
my Facher, and his Angels, and to fave the life Corporal, 1s te loſe 
the li'c Eternal ; and he that will not ſuffer with Chriſt,(1all not reign 
with him ; therctore moſt teuder Ones, I have by Gods Spirit given 
over the Fleth, with the hght of my Soul, and the Spirit hath the 
victory, the Fleſh thall now ere it be long leave off to ſin, the Spirit 
ſhall :cign Eternally ; Ihave choſen the death, to confirm the Truth 
by me taught, wit can I do more ?- Conſider with your ſelves, 
cthat1 bave done it for the canftirmation of Gods Truth, pray that I 
may continue unto the end, the greateſt part of my aſſault is paſt 
I praiſe my God: Ihave inall my aſſaults telt the preſent aid of my 
G29, I give him moſt hearty thanks for it ; look not back, nor be a- 
ſh2med of Chriſts Goſpel, nor of the Bonds I have ſuffered for the 
ſam?, thereby you may be aſſured it is the #r#e word of God, the holy 
Ones have been (caled with the lame, (Mark. ) Its no time for the loſs 
of one maa in the Battel, for the Camp to turn back, up with mens 
hearts, blow down the daubcd Walls of Hereſie, let one take the 
Banner, and another the Truinpet, I mean not ro make corporal re- 
fift:nco,bur pray.and ye ſhall have Elias's defence,& Elizeas Company 
£6 ght for you ;z the cauſe is the Lords: Now my Brethren, I can 
write 10 morc , time will not ſufter, and my heart with Pangs of 
Death 1s aſlaulted, but I am at home with my God yet alive, pray for 
mz, and ſaute one another with a holy Kiſs ; the Peace of God reſt 
with you all, Amen. 

From Newgate Priſon , in haſte, the day of my Cendemnatien, 


Fobn Pough, 


Another Letter of John Rough's, written to the Congregation 
two dayes before be ſuffered. 


The Spigit of all Conſolation be with you, aid you, and make you 
ſtrong co run tothe fight, that is laid before you, wherewithal God 
in all Agcs hath tryed his Ele&, and hath found them worthy of him- 
ſelf, by coupling to their Head Chriſt Jeſus, in whom, who (o deſt- 
reth to live godly, the ſame muſt needs ſuffer Perſecution, for it 15 gji- 
ven unto-them not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer ; and the Servant, 

Eee or 
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V. Myry, or Scholler cannot be greater thea his Lord or Maſter : But by the 
An, 1557, fame way the Head is entered, the Members muſt follow ; no lite is 
—>, inthe Mcmbers which are cut from the Body ; likewiſe we have oo 
life but in Chriſt ; for in him we live, move, and have our being, dear 
Hearts, now departing this life tomy great advantage , I make change 
of Mortallity with Immorrallity, * of Corruption to put on Incor- 
ruption,to make my Body like to the Corp caſt into the ground, which 
except it die firſt, can bring forth no good Fruit, wherefore Death js 
to me great advantage; for thereby the Body ceaſeth from fin, and 
aficrwards turneth 1nto the firſt Original, but after it ſhall be chang- 
ed, and made brighter thea the Sun or Moon ; what ſhall I writ ef 
this corporal death, fecing it is decreed of God that all men ſhall 
once dye, happy are they that dye in the Lord, whuch 1s to dye 1a the 
Faith of Chriſt, profeſſing and confeſſing the ſame, before many 
Witneſſes, I praiſe my God, 1 hare paſt the ſame Journey, by many 
Temptations; the Devil is very buſy to perſwade, the World to entice 
with promiſes and fair words, which I omit to write, leaft ſome might 
thiak I do hunt after vain glory, which is fartheſt trom my heart - 
Laſtly the danger of ſome talſe Brethren, who betore the Biſhop of 
London purpoſed to confeſs an Untruth to my face ; yet the God that 
rul'd Blas moved their hearts, where they thought to ſpeak to my 
Accuſation, he made them ſpeak to my purgation, what a Journey 
(by Gods rower) I have made, theſe cight dayes before this day, it 
iS above Fleſh- and Blood to bear; but as Paul ſaith, 7 may do all things 
in him whith worketh inme, Jeſus Chriff, My courſe, Brethren, have 
1 run, I have tought a good tight, the Crown of Righteouſneſs 1s laid 
up for me, my day to reccive it is not long to; pray Brethren, for 
the Enemy doth yet affault , ftand conſtant unto the end, then ſhall 
you poſleſt your Souls; walk worthily in that -vocation wherewith 
you are called, comfort the Brethren ; ſalutg one another 1n my name ; 
be not aſhamed of the Gofpel of the Croſs by me preached, ner yet 
of my ſuffering; for with my Blocd I affirm the ſame, I go before, I 
ſuffer firſt the baiting of the Bucchers-dogs ; yet I have not done what 
I ſhould have done, but my weakneſs, I doubt not 1s ſupplyedin the 
ſtrength of Jelus Chriſt, and your Wiſdoms and Learning will ac- 
cept that ſmalij Talent, which I have'diſtributed unto yeu(as I truſt)as 
a faithful Steward ; and what was undone, impute that to frailty and 
ignorance, and with your love cover that which is and was naked in 
me; God knoweth ye are all tender unto me, my heart burſteth for 
the love of you, ye are not without your great Paſtour of your Souls, 
who ſo loveth you that if men were not to be ſought out (as God be 
praiſed, there is no want of men) he would cauſc tones to Miniſter 
unto you caſt your care upon that Rock, the Wind of Temptatien 
fhall got prevail; faſt and pray, for xhe dayes are evil; look up with 
your Eyes of hope, for the Recempiion is not far off: And alſo that 
which is behind of the blood of our Brethren, .whick ſhall alſo be 
laid under the Altar,ſhall cry for your relief ; time will not now ſuffer 
me to write longer Letters; the Spirit of God guide you in and our, 
rifing and ſitting, cover you. with the Shaddow of his Wings, defend 
you 


= 
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you agaiaſt the Tyranny of the Wicked, and LYINg you h:ppily ul- C, 27a 
to thePart of eternal felicity, where all rears ſhall be wiped from your 7" © ft 8 
eyes, and you ſhall alwayes abide with the Lomb. Bt 4) f 


SYS, 
Fohn Rough, : 


The Sufferiz7s, and cruel T ormonts ſuſtained by Cutbert Simſon, of 
London, at the hanas of the crue! Papiſts, 


This Cuthverr Simſion was 4 man of a zealous and faithful Spirit _ , , 
for Chriſt. and the true Flock in London, in that day whercin they 5,7 
greatly ſuffered, he ceaſed not daily tolabour and earneſtly to endex- Martyr. 
vour their preſervation from the carruption of the Pop:ſb Religion, his 
pains, zeal, travil, patience and fidelity was not eaſily to be expreſled, 
as ſaich the Record, A Re:ation of his cruel Uliage in the Tower, is as 
followeth. 

On the 13th day of the Moneth called December he was fent to the 
Tower by the Councel, and on the Thurſday following, he was cal- 
led into the ware-hou/e before the Conſtable of the Tower, and the Re- 
corder of London, who preſt him'to diſcover the perſons he had wil- 
led to come to the Meeting he belonged to ; but he anſwered, he would 
declare nothing, whereupon he was ſet in the Rack of Iron the ſpace 
of three hours, then they asked him, Jf he would tell chem, he anſwer- 
e& as before, then was he looſed and carricd to his Lodging, and on 
the day called Say following was brought to the ſame place again, 
before the Lievtenant and Che/mly Recorder of London, who again Ex- 
amined kin, he anſwered as before: Then the Lievtenart twore by 
Gcd,he ſhould tell,and cauſed his two fore-fingers to þe bound together, 
and put a ſmall Arrow betwixt them, and drew it threw fo faft that 
the blood followed, and the Arrow broke ; then they Rackt him twice, 
and then carried him to his Lodging again ; and ten dayes after the 
Lievtenant asked him,yf he wonld confeff, to whom he anſwered, He had 
{2id as much as he would; then about five weeks after, he ſent him 
to a high Prieſt, who paſt the Popes curſe upon him forbearing Wit- 
nels to the ReſurreQion of Jeſus Chriſt, When he was brought be- 
fore Bonner, ſeveral Articles were obje&ted againft him, 8s denying 
the Sacraments and Ceremonies of the Church, and for being at ſeveral 
oreat Meetings, Aſſemblies and Conventicles, Atthe ſame time there 
were two other perſons Examined before Boraer, viz. Pugh Fox, PR 
and John Deveniſh, againſt whom the general common Articles. were ys og 

roduced, and they were covdewned and burnt with Cuthbert, Simſon —_ 
in Smithfield, upon the 28th day of the Moneth called March, for yr; 
whoſe conſtancy to the Lord in his Q»erre/, his Newe be exalted for 
CVermore, 


Some Paſſazes wrote in « Letter from Cuthbert Simſon to bis Wife, ost 
of "the Cole-houſe, are as followeth. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I cagnot writ asI do 


with unto you, I beſcech you with my Soul commit your ſelf more 
the 


/ 
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the mighty hand of our God, truſting in his Mercy, and he will ſure- 
ly help us, as ſhall be moſt unto his Glory, and our everlaſting comfore, 
being ſure of this, that he will ſuffer nothing to come unto us, but 
that which ſhall be moſt profitable for us; for it is either a CorreZios 


for our Sis, or 2 Tryal of eur Faith, or to ſer farth his glory, or for alf 


together, aad therefore muſt needs be well done, for there js nothing 
thic comerh unto us but by our heavenly Fathers providence z and 
therefore pray unto our heavenly Father, that be will ever give us his 
Grace to conſider it ; fet us give moſt hearty thanks for theſe his fs- 
therly correttjons, for as many as he loveth he correferb: AndI be- 
feech you now, be of good chear, and count the Croſs of Chriſt 
greater Riches theg all the vain-pleaſures of England : I doubt not but 
you have Supped with Chriſt at his Table, I mean bclieved in him, 
for that is the cffeQ, and then muſt you drink of lus Cup, I mean his 
Crols (for that doth the Cup ſignitic unto us) take the Cup, and then 
ſhall you be ſure to have the good Wine Chriſt's Blood to thy poar 
erty Soul , pray continually, in all things give thanks, In the Name 


of Jeſus ſhall every knee bow. 
Cuthbert Sinſos, 


Qae thing more I thought meet to mention, which I find 
upon record concerning this Cuthbert Sizſon, which ſome may hard- 
ly believe who are apt to think all things incredible, which vary 


' from the common courſe and order of Nature, and may look upan 


Wikam 
Seaman 


Martyr. 


this tobe more a Phantaſie, then a real Vifon, but 1 ſhall relate the 
matter in ſhort, 8s I find it, and ſoleave it to the tender Reader rs 
judge of it. 

The day before this Cuthbert Simſox was condemned, he being in 
the Stocks in the Biſhops Cole-houſe, Cluny the Keeper, abcut. nine ax 
niphtaccording to his uſual manner)camse to ſee whether his Priſpare 
was fafe, and lockt the Doors, about two hours after C«thbert heard 
one comiag 1 to him, firſt opened the Outward-door, theo the Inner- 
door, and rhough there was ao Candle, yet he ſaw a great brightneſs 
and light, moſt comfortable and joyfulto his heart, and this he ge- 
clared to one Auſten and others,and expreſſed muck joy and ſolace ag 
de:Jaring of it; and the Viſion that be ſaw was comfortable unto bin. 

Soon after ſuffered william Nicho!, who was burnt for the ſame 
cauſe at Heverfordaeſt in wales, and william Seaman, Thomas Carman, 
and Thom.s Nudſox (uffered in Norfolk, 

willian Seaman,was an Husbandman,of the age of twenty (1x years, 
dwelling in MMewdleſbamin the County of Suffolk , he was periceyted 
by one S Fabn Terril, who ſearched his houſe for him by night, but 
miffing of him, he ſet his ſervants to ſeareh for him, and whea they 
had appretended bim, brought him before their Maſter, who ack- 
cd him, why ke would not go to Maſs, and receive the Sacrament ; 
Seamas replyed, becauſe it was an Idol he would not receive it; 
wherefore Terri/ ſent him to Hopron Biſhop of Nerwich, to deal with 
him, who after he had examined him.ſoon paſled his bloody ſentence 


of death againſt him 5 This Sr«me#, when he died, lefc behind him A 
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a Wife, and three young Children, which her Husband being taken 


away, one would have thought ſhould have moved thoſe pretended 
Chriſtians to ſome pity towards her,but inſtead of ſhewing pity, they 
perſecuted her out of the Town of Mezaleſham, becauſe the refuſed 
ro hear Maſs ; and one Coles, Lord of the ſaid Town, cauſed all her 
Goods, and Corn, to be ſeized and taken away. 

Another of theſe Sufferers, was Thomas Hudſon, of Aileſbham in 
Norfolk, he was thirty years of age, by trace a Glover, and a very 
honelt poor man, having a Wife and three Children, and labouriag 
alwayes dilligently in his imployment, being zealous for that Truth 
which bore teſtimony againſt the Papiſts blaſphemous preaching, 
who put the Draugh and Darnel for the Wheat, and that he might 
avoid their Idolatries, aud Superttition he abſented from his koule, 
and went into S«/olk a long time,and there remained, traveling from 
one place to another, at laſt he returned home again to comfort 
his Wite and Children, being troubled at his abſence, when he was 
come home, he conceiving his continuing there would be dangerous, 
he and his V/ife deviſed to make him a place among his Fagots, to 
hide himſelf in, where he re mained all day exerciſing himſelf in res- 
ding and prayer, and thus he contiuned for about the ſpace of half a 
year ; but at laſt his Zeal and Courage aroſe, and he walked abroad 
ieveral dayes openly 1n the Tawn, crying out continually,againſt the 
Maſs, and ſuch like trumpery, and for three dayes and three nights 
together refuſed meat, or to talk with any, one Berry Vicar of the 
Town, and one of the Biſhops Commiſlaries, cauſed the Officers to 
watch for him, who upon the twenty tecond day of the Month called 
April, apprehended him by the break of the day,and led him to Berry 
the Commiſſary, who examined him after this manner. 

Doeſt thou not believe, ſaid Berry, in the Sacrament of the Al;ar, what 
& it ? 

Hudſon replyed, it is worms meat, my belief 1s 1n Chriſt. 

Berry, Doſt thiu not believe the Mals to put away Sins ? 

Hudſon, No, God forbid, it is a patcht Monſter, and a diſguiſcd 
Puppet, more longer a piecing, then ever was S9/om0xs Temple. 

Art which words Berry ſtamped and fumed, and ſaid, Web, thou 
Villain, I will write to my Good Lord the Biſhop. 

Hudſon (aid, There is no Lord but God. | 

Then he asked Hudſon, whether he would Recant 2 to which he re- 
plyed,the Lord forbid ; I had rather die many deaths then do fo. 

This Thom Hudſon, and the other two being brought to the 
Lol/ards-pit, and there ſtanding with Chains about them, on aſud- 
dain Thomas Hudſon carme forth from under the Chain, which made 
ſome to doubt that he would have recanted, but his two Compani- 
ons at the Stake exhorted him, and comforted him, in the Bawels of 
Chriſt 5 but.MHudſon felt more in his Heart and Conſcience then they 
did conceive was in him, for he was compaſlſed with great grief of 

mind, not for his death, but for lack of the feeling of Chriſt, for 
which he kneeled down, and prayed earneſily unto the Lord, who 

at laſt according to his mercies eye An comfort, and then ks ſaid, 
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0. Mary , how [ thank God Iam ftrong, and ſo weat to the Stake to his Fel- 
An. 1558 lews again, and they all ſuffered conſtantly, and joyfully to the Mag- 
\\x nifying of the Lords Name. 

Before I proceed to give a further Account of ſuch as ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdom, its neceſſary to give a ſhort Account of the ſaid end of this 
Perſecuting Commiſlary Berry, who Perſecuted Thomas Hudſon, and 
ethers to dearth, as[T fine it recorded. | 

This Zerry in his rage was very fierce againſt many godly People 
in the Town of Aileſhars, he burat all good Books he could get, and 
perſecuted men for their Conſciences, and compelled many to [dola- 
try, and being Rich, and in great Authority, he had the more power 
to Perſecute; he divorced many men and women for Religion, he 

. was a great Swearer, and given to Women, (to write ſaith the Hiſto- 
ry) kow many Comeubines and whores he had, . would be incredible ; 
but mark what Judgments the Lord brought upon him for his 
wickedneſs. 

On a time, a poor man ſpeaking a word to hun, he ſtruck him ſuch 
a blow, with the ſwingle of a ſtaile, that he preſently dicd thereon, 
for which (as is ſaid) Berry held up his hand at the Bar. 

And ſhortly after one Alice Oxes, of the Pariſh of Aileſbhem, com- 
ing int » his Houſe, and going into the Hall, he met her (and beiog 
betore meved) ſmote her with his fiſt, whereby ſhe was fain to be 
carried homs, and the next day was found dead in her Chamber. 

'Whea this Prieft heard that Queen Mary was dead, and that the 
glory of their triuraph quailed, the day called S»x4ay following, he 

A Tudg- made a great Feaft, and bad one of his Concubixes there prefenc, with 
ment of Whom he wasin his Chamber after Dinner, until he went to that he 
God upona called his Evening-ſong, where he Miniſtred Baptiſm, and as he was 
Perſecutor. going home, between the Grave-Yard and his Houſe, he fell down 

{uddainly tothe ground with a heavy gracn, and never ſtirred after, 
and thus the Judgments of God was evidently ſeen to be Executed up- 
on'him, by all that beheld him. | | 

In the ſame Moneth that the aforeſafd three ſufter'd at Norwich, there 
was two men and one woman burnt at Colcheſter, viz. Willizm Har- 
ris, Richard Day, and Chriſtian George, | 

In the next Moneth, being the Moneth called Fuze, a ſnort, ' but 
ſharp Proclamation came forth to prohibir the ſpreading ſeveral good 
Books, therein condemned under the title of Hereſie and Sedition, 
laying the injun@ion ſo ftrickt, that whoſoever ſhould be found to 
have any ſuch Books in their cuſtody after the Proclamation came 
forth ſhould be reputed as Rebels,and to be Executcd forthwith accor- 

ding to the order of Martial Law. , 
_* Shortly after ſeveral perſons were apprehended, being afſembled 
in a religious exerciſe in a back Cldſe near 1ington, two and twenty 
of whom were committed to Newgate, and there remained ſeven 
weeks before they were Examined, ſeven of theſe two and twenty 
were afterwards burnt in Smithfield and fix at Brainford, 

One of them, viz. Reginald Eaftland being required by the Biſhop 
to anſwer upon Oath to the Articles charged againſt him, _ a 

aying, 
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ſayiag an Oath was to end ſtrife, but to begin ſtrife (ſaid he) at Oath 0. Mary, 
is not lawful ; and therefore chooſed rather to ſuffer what puniſh- 4.1558 
ment cw would inflict upon him, thea to ſwear the matter againſt VS * 
himſelt. | | 

After Bonner had paſt Sentence upon Roger Holland, one of them 
that was burnt in. Smithfield, Roger ſpoke to this effe&t ; I am ſaid ke 
Moved by the Spirit of God to ſay, tHat God will ſhorten your hand 
of cruelty, and after this day in this place ſhall there notbe any put 
to the Tryall of Fire and Fagget, and a$ he was ſpeaking and exhort- 
ing the People, the Biſhop turned back and charged the Keeper, 
that none ſhould ſpeak with him without leave, being brought to the 
Stake, he ſpake after this manner , Lord 1moft humbly thank thy Ma- 
jeſty that thou hait called me from the ſtate of Death, unts the Light of thy 
heavenly word, and now unto the fellowſhip of thy Sainte, that I may ſing 
and ſay, holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hoſts ; and Lord into thy bands 1 
commit my Spirit ; Lord bleſi theſe thy People , and ſave them from [- 
dolatry. 

Among theſe perſons apprehended at 1/ington , ſome of them 
were Scourged or Whipped by Bonrer with his own hands, upon 
his deformed Effigies in Whipping them, one made ſome Latine Ver- 
fes, the which in Ezg/iſh are as followerh, 


Muſe not ſo much, that Natures work, 
_ is thus deformed now : 
Wirh belly blown, and head ſo ſwoln, EY 
for I ſhall tell you how ; be 3 
This Cnibal in three years ſpace "i 
two hundred Martyrs {lew, 
They were his food, he lov'd fo blood, 
he ſpared.none he kaew. 


It (hould appear that blood feeds fat, 
if men lye well and (oft : 
For Fonzers belly waxt with blood, 
though he ſecm'd to faſt oft. renner 
Oh, bloody Beaft, bewail thedeath 
of thoſe that thou haſt ſlain , - 
In time repent, ſince thou canſt not 
their lives reſtore agaig, 


Thom.us Hinſhaw, and Fohx wills were taken and ſent to the Cole- 
houſe, and from thence wifs was had to Fulham, and there.was ke 
eight dayes in rhe Stocks; in which time Bonner much abnſed him, 
ofteutimes raping him on the head with a Stick, and flirting him 
under the Chin, ſaying, He looked down like a Thief, and then had him 
into his Orchard, andin an Arbour, where he Whipt Tho. Henſbaw, 
he Whipt him, firſt, with a Willow-rod, and thei with a Bixchea- 
rod, labouring and dealing his blows ſo long as his fat panch could 

. cadare with breath, oftentimes the Biſhop ſpeak to #4 to this _ 
Taey 
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O, Mary, They call me ſaid he) body Bonner, Iwould fain be rid of. you, a Ven- 
An, 1558, gEearnce on yo, you have 4 delight in burning : If / might have my will, 
SAVS- laid he, 1 would ſow up your Mouthes, apd put you into a Sack and drown 


Rich. Yeoman 


Martyr. 


T bowa s 
Benbriege 
Martyr. 


you; and thus much concerning the two and twenty taken at 
Iſlington, = | 

The next that ſuffered was Richard Yeoman; after the Perſecution 
arole, at which time he was put out of his Living, he was put to' 
great ſtraits, ſo that he was forced to travel from my” to place, (el- 
ling Pins and Laces to get a livelihood to maintajn his Wife and Chil- 
dren, at laſt was apprehended by order from one called Juſtice 
Moyle, who ſet him in the Stocks a day and a night, but having ao 
evident matter to charge him with, ler him go again, and returging 
heme to Hadley, Perſecution againft him was ſo hot, that his Wife 
kept him privately a whole year in a Room lockt up all day, where 
he carded Wool to get Bread tor his Family, although he was Seven- 
ty Years Old , at laſt the Pricſt of the Town, one Newal,, having in- 
telligence of it, ſearched his Houſe one night, and took him out of his 
Bed, and put him inthe Cage and in the Stocks until day. 

At the ſame time the ſaid Newall had cauſed to be put into the 
Stocks one Fohy Dale, and there had kept him two or three dayes, for 
ſpeaking to him in the time of his Executipg the Romiſb Service, apd 
ſaying, O Miſerable Blind Guices, will ye ever be Blind Leaders of the 
Blind? will ye never amend? will ye never ſee the Truth? will neither 
Gods Threats, nor Promiſes enter into your Hearts? VVill the Blood of 
Hartyrs nothing mollifie you ? O Crooked and Perverſe Gentration, Qut cf 


the Stocks they were both taken, and bound like Thieves, and ſet on 


Horle-back, and their Legs bound under the Horſes belly, and fo 
carried to the Goal at Bury, where they were put in Irons, and thrown 
into the loweſt Dungeon, where FJohx Dale tell ſick and died ; after 
he was dead Richard Yeoman was removed to Norwich Priſon, where 
after cloſe Impriſonment for ſome time, being Examined and Requi- 
Ted to ſubmit himſelf to the Pope, he ſaid, 1 defie him , and all 
= detafteble Abomination'; whereupon he was condemned and 
urnt, | 
There was alſo a Young mar,one Foh. Alcock,a Sheer-man by Trade, 
who being in the Market at Hadley, and Newall the Prieſt coming by 
with proceſſion, becauſe he would not move his Cap, nor ſhew any 
ſiga of reverence, he catcht hold on him, and called for a Con- 
ſtable, and ſaid, Here's an Heretick, and 4 Traytor, hat e himto the Stocks, 
and afterwards he was committed to Priſon, and ſhortly after carried 
him up to Zexdon, where he was long time kept Priſoner in New- 
gatez, where after many Fxaminations, and Troubles, for refuſing 
to ſubmit to the Romiiſh Religion , he was thrown into the lower Dun- 
-geon, where falling ſick he died in Priſon. fa | 
Thema Benbridge of the Dioceſs of FVincheſter a Single xpan,and one 
called a Gentleman, who thought he might have enjoyed the plea- 
Fares of the World, if he would have conformed, yet be rather chu- 
ſed 'quietneſs and peace of Conſcience, and:therefore manfully with- 


| Rood the Popiſh Do rines, and was therefore condemned by Doctor 


Vrhite 
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YVnite Bilbop of YViacheer, but being brought to the Stake, they 0. Mar? 
uſed many infinuations, to cauſe him to recant, to whom at firſt he = "© * 
laid, Away Babyloaon, away ; the Fire being kindled, he was ſupriſed An. 155 
with fear, fo that he crycd out, Irecant, but before they would take 

him from the Stake, his Adverſary cauſed him to ſubſcribe Articles 

upon a maus Back, and then he was taken from the Stake, and com- 
mitted to Priſon, where being troubled in Conſcience that he had 
{ubſcribed the Articles, he ſignified ſo much unto his Enemies, who 
— a week after brought him agaia to the Stake and there burat 

um, 

In thi; ſame Year, which was the laſt Year of Queen 24ary, Fo. Cook 
a Sawyer, Robert Miles a Shcer-Mzn, Alexander Lane a Wheelright, 
and James Aſh'y a Barchellor, they were all four Examined betors 
Hopton Biſhop of Norwich, Edward FValgrave Knight, and others , the 
ciuef thing they demanded in there Examination, was, to know why 
they refuſed to go to Church (fo called) to which they anſwered, 
to this cffeRX, that it was againſt their Conlciences, and that the 
:2uld not follow falſe Gods , after their Examinatzon they were aft 
four condemned, and burnt at Edmwnasbury about the beganning of 
the _ called Auguft, which was not long before Quecn Adery 
fell ſick, 

In the Month called Novemter following Alexander Gouch and 41,01 
Alice Driver ſuffered at Ipſwich : The Woman in her Examination G,ach and 
Smiling upon DoCtor Spexcer that examined her, he laid, Woman, why Alice Drs. 
dſt thou laugh 225 to ſcorn? ver Martyrs 

' She replyed, whether I do orno, I may well enough, toſee what | 
Fools you be. 

Then the Chancellor askt her, wherefore ſhe was brought before 

7 Ms 

Alice Driver, Wherefore, ſaid ſhe, I think Ineed net tell you that, 

for you know it better then me, andif you know not, you have 

done me much wrong to keep me 1n Priſon, and know not the cauſe 

why. 
Chencetits Woman, Woman, what ſayſ# thow to the bleſſed Sacrament 
of the Altar ? To which ſhe made go anſwer, till he askrt her the (c- 

cond time, and then ſhe told him, ſhe knew not what he meant there- 

by, having not read in all the Scriptures of ſuck a Sacrament; end 

askt him, whit a Sacrament was ? | 

The Chancellorreplycd, 1t is 4 $i23, and another Doftor ſtanding 

by, ſaid, 1t w.c « Sign of aw. holy thing. 

Alice anſwered, Its true, it1s a Sign indeed, . and therefore cannot 
be the thing Ggnified ; thus far we doggree. | 

The DeCtor ſtanding by, ſaid, Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, Take 
eat thi is my Body ; Ergo. | wp 

Alice Dygver, Whether was it Bread he gave unto them ? | 

Dottor, No, 1t was his Body. 

Alice, Then,was it his Body they did eat over night? 

Door, Yes, it was bis Body, 

GgeE Altce, 
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T7” Alice, What Body was it then was crucified next day ? | 
EMay, Dottor, 4t w.4 Chrifts Boay, 
COCASS Alice, How could thatbe, when his Diſciples had caten him over 


nighr, except he had two Bodies z then the Chancellor commanded 
the Goaler to take her away. 

Alice, Now youare not able toreſiſt the Truth, you command 
me to Priſon again z well the Lord in the end ſhall judge our cauke, 
and to him Ileave ir. | 

The next day the was brought before them again, The Chancellor 
askt her, hat ſhe ſaid to the Bleſſed Sacrament f the Altar ? 

Alice, I will ſay nothing to it, icr you will neither believe me,nox- 
your ſelves; for yeſterday I askt you what a Sacrament was, and 
you laid it was a fign, and I agreed thereto z and now you ask me 
again of ſuch a Sacrament, which I never read. of in the Scrip- 
cures. 

Chancellor, Thou nauzhty woman, thoulyeſft, we did not ſay it was 4 
Sow; | 

"wg Why,are not you the men that you were yeſterday ; will 
you cat your own words z are not you aſhamed to ]ys betore all this 
Multitude here preſent , who keard you ſpeak the ſame, The 
DoRor that fat by , told her ſhe ww deceived, there ws three 
Churches. | ek | 

Alice ſaid, Is there mention of ſo many in the Scripture z ſhew mg 
the place where it is written ? | | 

The DoQtor feeling for 4 Bible, but had none. | 

Alice ſaid, you are a good Door, to fit here a Judge, and havg 
not the Book of the Law by which you ſhould Judge. 

DoQtor, Heve you one? No, ſaid ſhe, Ther ſaid he, 1 am as good 4 
Door #3 you, ; Wo | 

Alice, I had one, but you took it from me (as you would take me 
from Chriſt it youcouldy Then the Chancellor having no more to 
ſay, roſe up, and read the Sentance in Latine againſt her, and com- 
mitted her to the ſecular Power, and ſhurtly after 4. Gouch and ths 
were burat together at /pſwich. | | 

Shortly after Philip Humfrey, Fobn David, and Henry David his Broe 
ther were all three burnt in Bury in Suffolk, for the caule of Religion, 
being proſecuted by Clement Hi»bam Knight, the ſame. Month thax 
Queen Mary died. | | 

About this time alſo ſuffered at Exeter a poor Woman whoſe name 
was Preft, this Woman going into Ferers Steeplehaule in Exeter, and 
{ecing one making new Noſes to certain Images which were gisfigu- 
red in King Edwards time, ſhe reproved him, ſaying, what a mad 
man art thou to make them new Noſes which within a few dayes 
thall all lvfetheir heads; for theſe words ſhe was clapt faſt and cloſe in 
Priſon, this poor Woman was by many wayes tryed both by hard 
impriſonment, threatniogs, taunts apd {corns, but neither frowns 
nor flatteries would prevail to mave her from her profeſſion, but the 


- conttgued an Example of Conftancy to all that profeſſed the Truth, 


which her Encmics perceiving, they removed hep from the — 
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: Brifon to G#i/d-Hall, where the was exhorted to leave her fend ()- (*. Mary 
plaions, telling her, ſhe was not fit ro meddle with ſuch high 2, 1-8. 
{MALTETS, | gs AT. 

Though I am not, ſaid ſhe, yet with my death I am content to bg | 
a Witneis of Chriſt's dearh: AndI pray you, make no longer de- ; 
lay with me, for tny kcart 1s fixed, and I will acver tura co your ſu- 
perſtitious doings. 

Then the Biſhop ſaid, The Devil did lead her. / 

No ſaid ſhe, it 1s the Spirit of God which leadeth me, and which 
called me in my Bed at Midnight, ang opened his Truth tome. Then 
the Prieſts and others, Showted avd lauzhed at hey : When the Sen- 
tence was read againſt her, and ihe was condemred to be buri:t to 
death ; ſhe lifred up her Voice, and iaid, 1 thank thee my Lord, my Gog, 
this day have 1 found that which Ihave long ſoucht for: At which 
words, They mockt her, and ſo being brought tothe Stake, (the was 
as lively and cheerful in her Countenaace, as if the had been prepared 
for that day of her Marriage, to meet the Lamb, and ſo the ended 
this Mortal Life, She was a Woman 'very patient ig her Words and 
Anſwers. in her Apparel, Meat and Driok , moderate and lober, 
and would never be Idle, znd was a great comfort to ſuch astalked 

With her; and in her trouble ſhe refuſed torake Money, ſaying, whilſt 

© I] am here God has Promiled te feed me, and I am going toa City 
where there is ao need of Money: Andin the time of her ſuffering 
(he forſook Hushand Children,who Perſecuted her becauſe ſhe would 
not Rtoop to Idolatry, and when after Sentences and Judgment was gi- 
vea againſt her,chey offered her that if ſhe would recant aad turn, her 
life ſhould be ſpared: Nay, ſaid: ſhe, God forbid that I ſhould loſe 
life Eternal for this life ; I will never turn from my heavenly Hul- 
band to my carthly Husband, from the fellowſhip of Angeis to Mor- 
tal Children. It my$lusband and Children were faithful, then am 
I theirs; God is my Father, my Siſter, my Brother, and my Friend 
moſt faithful. : | 
'" We are now come to a (top of the Ifſve of Blood, and the rage of piye ge 
Perſecution; for the Teſtimony of Truth in Queen Maryes time, and ſons bo_ 
che laſt that (uffered in her time, were five rhat were byrnt at Canter- at Canter- 
bury, about fix dayes before her Death, viz, Tohn Cornfora of #or- _ 
tham, Chriſtopher Browne of AfaidſtunegFo. Hurft of Ajbford, Alice Sloth, 
Katherine Tynley, which fiye perſons being in the cuſtody of the Arch-. 
Deacon of Canterbury, who being at Lowdox, nnd underſtanding the 
danger of the Queens dying, Poſted home ro diſpatch chem our of the 
way z in the which fac, the Tyranny of this Arch-Deacon, ſeemeth 
to excced Bonrer's cruelty; for ſeveral that were under tus cuftody, 
weredclivered by the Death of the Queea , after they had ſuffered 
many great Exerzifes and Tro4ls, i, 
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Here felloweth an Account of ſuch who «0 Tryals and Impriſonments 
for their Profeſſion of the Truth, and who in «ll likelihood has aiſo been :! 
burnt for the ſame, had not God, through his Mercy and Provi- 
dence preſerved them by the Death of the Queen, 


At this time divers there were ia many places of the Realm Im-" 
priſoned, whereof ſome were but newly taken, and not Examined, 
tome begun to be Examined, but were not condemned, ſeveral were 
Examined and condemned, but no. Writ being ſent down elcaped ; 0- 
thers were condemned, and the Writ ſent down for there burning, 
but the Biſhop, Chancellor,and Queen happning to die together, abour 
one time, they were Marvelouſly preſerved, amongſt whom was 
one Fohn Hunt, and Richard white, both Impriſoned at Salistary, and 
other places, where they lay above two years, and were often trou- 
bled by Priefts and Biſhops ; Richard white being brought before Capon 
Biſhop of Sa'#5bury, and Brookes Biſhop of Gloucefter, and a great num- 
ber of other Prieſts ; Biſhop Brookes (aid, « this rhe Priſoner? and (aid, 
Friend. wherefore comeſt thou hither ? | | 

YYhite, Itruft to know the cauſe, for the Law faith, in the Mouth 
of tw oor three, Witneſſes, things muſt and. 

Dr. Capen. Djd not I Examine thee of thy faith ? 

VrYhite, No, you did not Examine rg@, but commanded me to the 
Loilards Tower, and that no man ſhoeld ſpeak with me, and now 
I do require mine Accuſer ; ſay what I have faid, and I will anſwer 


ou. 
: Then the Chancellor ſaid, Thew ſhalt cor feſs thy Fatth exe then depart, 
and my Lord of Glouceſter ſhall Examine thee. | 
VYhite, 1 am net aihamed of the Goſpel] of Chrift, becauſe it is the 
powerof God to Salvation te all thas believe; and St. Perer faith, Ff 
any man as aik thee a reaſon of the hope that us gee, make him 4 dirett 
anſwer, end that with meeknefſ: And being referred to the Biſnop to 
Examine him, he fſajd, Will yeu take the pains to wet your Coat 
n «'o blood ? Benot Guilty thereof, I warn you, and. that before 
and. | 
Brookes, 7 wil! do nething contrary to our Law, declare thy faith (ſaid 
he) concerning the Sacrament of the Altar. | 
YF/hite, What is a Sacramemt? I find not that word Sacrament in 


. the Scriptures. 


Much diſcourſe they had concerning the Sacrament of the Altar, 
which for ct or fakeis omitted; and at laft the Biſhop cryed, 4- 
way with him to the Lollards Tower, «nd diſpatch bins a ſoon as you can ; 
this was the Subſtance of his Examination. | 

The occalion of bis and his Companiens long detainment in Pri- 


ſon, and not Executed, was the raoderation ef the Under-Sherift, 


who when he had received the Writ to bura them,ſaid, 7 will nor be 
guilty of theſe mens blood,and immediately burnt the Writing, within 
few dayes after, the ſaid Fohy Hunt and Richard white, being in a low 

and 
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and dark Dungeon,jin an Evening fel} upon their knees to prayer, but 


could not utter words for weeping ard tendernels of Heart, and fo 


them that the Chancellor their great Enemy was dead, who died a- 
bout the ſame time that they were in ſuch a weeping frame z how- 
ever, they there continued in Priſpn till the coming 1n of Queen 
Elizabeth, and rhen were ſer at Liberty. . 

' Ar this time allo was delivered by the Providence of God,one Fohx 
Fetty, a poor Taylor of Clarkenwel, whom his Wife complained of 
ro the Prieſt of the Pariſh, for that he would notgo to Mats, and be 
Pirtaker of their Idelatry, notwithſtanding this unkind faQt of his 
Wife, yetdid he cheriſh her and provide well for her, but notwith- 
ſtanding his gentle dealing with her, and that ſne had recovered her 
hea{:h, having been ill, did again accuſe him, whereupon he was 
apprehended, and by one of the Queens Commiſſoners ſent to the 
Lyliards Tower, where he was put into the painful Stocks, and had a 
ditch of Water ſer by him with a Stone put ia it, after he bad layn there 
about two weeks hanging in the Stocks, ſometimes by one Leg ind 
one Arm, and ſometimes by the other, and ſometimes by both , it 
happened that one of his Children, a Boy of the Age of about eight 
or nige Years came to the Biſhups Houſe, to ſee if he could ſec his Fa- 
ther, at his coming thither, one of the Biſhops Chaplains asked him, 
What he lackt? The Child anſwered, that he came to ſee his Father , 
the Chaplain ſaid, Y/ho is your Father? The Boy pointing towards 
Lollards Tower, told him, that his Father was in Priſon there. Y7hy, 
faid the Prieſt, thy Father is an Heretick : No, ſaid the Boy, my Fa- 
ther '2 no Heretick z bur you are an Heretick, for you have Balaams 
mark, 

Wirh that che Prieſt took him by the hand and led him into the Bi- 
tops Hauſe, and there ſtript him naked amongſt them, and in a moſt 
thameful manner, without all pity, Whipt and Scourg'd this poor 
Child, till he was all in a gore blood, and then cauſed Cluzey the Keep- 
er to carry him in his Shirt to his Father in Priſon, the blood running 
down by his heels. 

The poor man ſeeing his Child, cryed out for ſorrow, Ales, Will, 
who has done this to thee, the Boy an{wered, As I was ſeeking to 
come to ſee you, a Prieft with B:/a49s mark, took me 1nto the Biſhops 
Houſe, and there I was ſo uſed. Cluney the Keeper heering this, pul- 
led che Boy out of his Fathers hands, and carried him Lack agaia to 
che Biſhops Houſe, where they kept him three Cayes. at the three 
dayes end, the Childs Father was brought before Boxxer, and com- 
ing into the Biſhops Chamber, he ſaid, God be here, and Peace, 

Thea ſaid Bowwer, That is neither God ſpeed, nor Good morrow. 

Then ſaid Ferzy, if you kick againft this peace, this is not the 

lace thatI ſeek for, and eſpying a Crucihx lying in the Window, 

e asked the Biſhop, whether Chriſt was handled ſocruely as he was 
there pictured ? 

Yea, That he was ſaid the Biſhop. 
H hh Fettep 
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Fetty, Even fo cruelly do you handle ſuck as come before you , 

for you are unto Gods people as Caiphas was unto Chriſt. 
© Fhen ſaid the Biſhop thou art a vile Herotick, and I will burn thee, 

or ee L will ſpend all that I have to my Gown. | 

Nay, faid Ferty, you were better give your Gown to ſome poor. 
body, that he may pray for you, But notwithſtanding this talk the 
Biſhop conſidering what danger the Child was in, by reaſon of their 
cruel whipping, and cruelty uſed towards him, let the father and 
him. both goat Liberty, but within fourteen dayes after the Child 
dycd. | | | | 


The Martyrdom of Nicholas Burton Engliſhman, and Merchant 
| in Spain. 


The fifth day of Noverer in the year 1560. Nichol.zs Burton, Mer- 
chant of Loxdon, being in the City of Cadiz, was apprehended by the 
Officers of the Inquifition, who knowing himlſelt clear, asked them 
that did Arreſt him, what they laid to his Charge, they anſwered, 
nothing, but commanded him with eruel threatnings to hold his 
peace, and (o carried him to the common Priſon ef the Town,where 
he remained in Irons fourteen dayes amongſt Thieves ; and becauſe 
he declared the Truth amongſt the Priſoners, according to the Tal- 
lent that God had given him, exhorting them to reject the Popes. 
Traditions, which being known to the Officers of the Inquiſition, 
they conveyed him, loaden with Irons, from thence to the City of 
Civil, into «a more cruel and ftrait Prifon, called Trians, where the 

erſecuting Fathers of the Inquiſition proceeded againft him accor- 
ing to their accuſtomed tyranny, that never after he could be ever 
ſuffered to write or ſpeake to the Exz/iſh Nation. | 

In December following they brought him, with a great number of 
other Priſoners for profeſſing the true Chriftian Religion, into a 

lace in the City, called the Awre, where the Inquiſitors fate in 
Fulgment ; Nichol. Barton they had cloathed with a Canvas Coat, 
whereupon in divers parts was painted a huge Devil, tormanting a 
Soul ina flame of Fire, and on his head a Coppintanke of the ſame. 
work. 

His Tongue was forced out ef his Mouth with a Cloven-ftick faſt- 
ned upor-it, that he ſhould nor utter his Conſcience and Faith unta 
the people,and ſo he was ſet with another Eng!ifh-man of Southwnpton, 
and divers other condemned men for Religion, as well French men 
as Spaniard pcs » Scaffold over 2gunft the ſaid Inquilitioa, where 
Sentence and Jucgment was pronounced againſt them, and immedi- 
ately after the Sentence was given, they were all carried to the place. 
of Execution without the City, and afrer he was burnt, they imme+ 
diately ſeized all the Goods and Merchand::, both of his own.and 
other mens that he was intruſted with 2s Factor. 

A Merchant cf 3riffo/ who had ſent Gouds to him, hearing of this, 
ſent over an Agent to Czvel, to recover his Goods gut of the Inquiſi- 
tion ſo wrongfully ſeized, 
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At length, afcer he had ſpent four Moneths time,and great charges 
he was at, was by the ſnquifitors ſtill, ſhifted off from time to time, 
Poftingghim from one to another, till ke had ſpear his Money and 
could get go relief z but being earneſt to be diſpatched, he was at 
laſt hicaſelf alſo ſhift up in a cloſe Priſon, whers being two or three 
dayes, after brought before the Court, where becauſe he demanded 
his Goads, they bid him fay his Avemzry, and ſent him to Priſon a- 
gain as an Heretick, and afterwards brought him forth upon the 
Stage in a diſguiled manger, where Seatence was given againſt him 
that he ſhould loſe all the Goods hegſued for, thought they were none 
of his own, and (ufter a Yeats Impriſonmeat beſides, 


The Sconrgtag of Thomas Green. 


Thom.ts Greex Servant to one FVaylaxd a Printer, for diſperſing a 
Book called Antichriſt, was bought before DoQer Story, who asked 
him, #here he had that Book, and called for Cluney the Keeper of the 
Lollards Tower, and bid him ſet him in the Stocks , hg had not been two 
hours in the Zofards Tower, but C/uney took him out and carryed him 
to the Cole-houſe, where he took a Frexch-m1z out of the Stocks, 
and putting a Bolt 2nd Ferter _ Thom us Greens right Leg, and 
left Hand, he ſet him croſs Fettered in the Stocks, and took the Frexch- 
man away with-him, and there he lay adey and a night; the next 
day the Keeper came,and (aid, Le# #« (bift your Hind and your L2 45 you 
2119 net be lame, and there he remained fix dayes,and thea was ſent for 
by Door Story, who asked him, where be had the Book, he told him, 
He had it of a French-man ; How came you acquainted with him, ſaid the 
Docter ? 

Thomas Green replyed, Coming to Newgate to my Friends who 
Were put in for Truth's ſake, where the French-man alſo came, and 
there we were acquainted, 5 

Then $ory required him to bring two Suretics ; Thomas Green told 
him, He could find no Suretics, 

Then ſaid Story to the Keeper, Lay bim ſafe inthe Cole-houſe, le 
ke him tell another tale at his next coming, \q he lay in the Stocks day 
and. nighr for ten dayes before he was called again ; and then the 
Door asked him, whether he would tell the Truth ? 

Tboms y Freen rcplyed, Icantell no other Truth then I have told al- 
ready, and thereupon was committed to Priſon for fourteen dayes 
more. 

Then Story ſeat for him again, and calling him into the Garden be- 
fore a Chaplain and two others, who faid, The Book had both Treaſor 
and Hereſie in it, ayd asked Thomas Green, what he ſaid of it # he 
ſaid, He kgew no evil by it: The DoCQtor in a chafe, ſaid, He would 
hang him up by the hagads with a Rope and cut out his T, onzne, and cut off 
bis Ears, and called bim Heretick, and bid Cluncy ly bim faft in the Cole- 
Houſe, where he was kept alone without Company, in a place cal- 
ed the 'Sx/r-houſe, having upon lis Leg a Bolt and a Fetter, and hig 
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Tongue : But upon the intreaty of ſome that ſtood by, who had more 
pity then the DoRor, he received not ſo many ſtripes, and then 
after they had Whipt him, they bid him go his wayes. 

About this time, one william Living, and Fohn Lithal ſuffered deep- 
ly in the Cauſe of the Goſpel, 

william Living being brought before Bonner's Chancellor, where 
after ſhort Examination, he commanded Cluny to take him to the Cole- 
hauſe, and took from him his Purſe, Girdle, and New-Teſtament, 
and put him in the Stocks, ſaying, Put in both your Legs and your Hands 
alſo, and except you pay your Fine, 1 will put 4 Collar about your Neck , 
What is the Fine, ſaid william? Forty Shillings, (aid the Keeper, I 
am never able to pay it, ſaid YYilliam, 

A Kinlwoman ſeeing him in this condition, gaie the Keeper forty 
pence to take him out of the Stocks,he took her Money, and let him 
@ut to cat his Supper, and at ſeven ef theclock he put him in the 
Stocksagain, and ſo he remained till two of the clock the next day. 

The Thurſday following, in the afternoon, he was had ta the Zo/- 
lards Tower, and there put in the Stocks having the favour to put 
his Legs in the ſame holes that John Philpors leg had been in, and fo 
Jay all night,no body coming to him either wich meat ordrink ; and 
ſhortly after two men were ſurety for him, and paid his Fees and he 
was diſcharged, 

When Fohz Lithal was Examined before the Chancellor, who 
u_ you what Church he w.ts of, and why he tame not to his Pariſb 
Church? 


Lithal anſwered, I am of the Church of Chriſt, the Fountain of 
all goodneſs, 

He was uſed with great extreamity and cruelly by Cluny the Keeper 
at Lollards Tower, who hanged him in agrear pair of Stocks, where 
he lay three dayes and nights, till he was ſs lame that he could not 
ſtir nor move: In the time of his great ſuffering ſeveral of his 
Neighbours Importuned the Chancellor for his deliverance , 
whereupon the Chancellor ſent for him, and ſpake tohim to this e- 

Fett, will you that your Neighbours enter into Bonds for you or (a) 
Lithe'y 
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ly ; for it is written, they that lead into Captivity ſhall go into Ci 
tivity, and they that firik with a Sword ſhall periſh with the 
Sword ; Idefire you, ſaid he, that be my Neighbours, that you 
would not enter into bond for me, it goeth againſt my Conſcieace 
that you ſhould, 

Chancellor, will not bind you to ds any thing againſt your Comſci- 
ENCE. 

Then the Bond was made, but he would not ſeal it; wherefore 
rhe Chancellor ſaid, its pity thou haſt ſo muck favour ſhewed thee, 
for theſe honeſt mens ſake I will diſcharge thee. 


The Exaninaticn of Elizabeth Younge before 24. Huſley. 


He Examined ker of many things ; Firſt, where ſhe was born , and 

who was ber Father and Mother ? | 

Elizabeth Younge, Sir, all this is but vaia talk, agd very ſuperflu- 
ous, I think you have notput me in Priſon to know who was my 
Fither and Mother ;. butI pray you goto the matter that I came hi- 
ther for, | 

Hufſley, wherefore wenteſt thou out of the Realm * 

Elizabeth, To keep my Conſcience clear. 

After ſome other diſcourſe, he asked her, What age ſhe wu of, ſhe 
replyed, forty and upwards. , 

Huſſey, Twenty of thoſe years thou wenteſt to Maſs, 

Elizabeth, Yea, and Twenty more I may,and yet come home as wiſe 
as I was at firſt ; for I underſtand it not. 

Hufley, Why wilt not thou go to Maſs ? 

| Elizabeth, My Cor ſcience will nor ſuffer me,for I had rather all the 
World ſhould accuſe me then my own Conſcience. 
Huſſey , But why wilt not thou ſwear upon the Evangeliſs before 4 
udee ? 
, linked Becauſe I know not what a book Oath is. 

Hulley, 10m thou art come from beyond Sea, and haft brought books 
with thee of Hereſie and Treaſon, and thou muſt confeſs to us who tran- 
| flated them, and printed them, and who ſent them over, elſe thou 
thalr be racked Inch-meal, thou trayterous Whore and Heretick, but 
thou ſhalt ſwear before a Judge before thou go; yea, and thou 
ſhalt be made to confeſs how many Books thou haft ſold, and to 
whom. 

Elizabeth, 1 underſtand not what an Oath is, and therefore will 
take no ſuch thing upon me, * 
 Thenfaid Dotter Martin to her (who had formerly delivered her, 
being brought before him at Weſtminſter; I delivered thee (ſaid he) and 
thy Husband, and 1thouzht thou wouldeſt bave done otherwiſe then naw 
thou doeſt ; for if thou hadeſt been before any Bifbep in England, axd ſeid 
the words thox dideſt before me, thou haſt fryed « faggot ; and though thou 
aidſt net burn then, thou art like to burn or hang wow, 
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Q. Myr n Elizabeth, Sir, promilee you then that I would never be fed with an 
Az.1558, unknown Topgue, and no more will I yet. | 
IA Dr. Martin , Thew ſhalt be fed with that which [hall b: ſmally to 
thine e & ;:. old tory A : | 

pg al' Do what God ſhall ſuffer you to do, for you ſhall do nd 
more 

Martin charged the Goalers Wife to give her oxe dry bread, and another 

warey, . | 

Elizabeth, If you take away my meat I hope God will take away 
my huriger, and then ſhe was ſhut up under two Locks in the C/izk as 
the was before. | 

At afother Examination, DoQor Mertis ſaid, wilt wot thou confeſs, 
apd keep thee from the Rack ? 

Elias Sir, Ican confeſs no more, do with my Carkaſs what 

ou will, | 
; At another time DoRtor Cook ſaid, let her head be truſſed in 4 ſmall 
Line, and make her to confeſs. 

Then (aid the Biſhop, hy wilt pot thou ſwear before « Fudge, that 
was the Tight trade of the Anabaptiſts? 

Then Cd ſhe, I will not {wear that this hand is mine 3 my Lord 
Cbriſt ſaith, that whatloever is more then Yes Yea, andNay Nay, 
it cometh of Evil. v 

Roger Cholmly being by, ſaid, 1# was a mas in Womans Cloathes : 
Think you ſo, ſaid Benner ? Swear her npon 4 Book, ſeting it is but 4 

HEjFROW, 

oi Do&tor Cook brought her a Book, 4nd commanded her to lay her 
handthereog. HOP | | 

Plizsbeth, (but ſhe refuſed) ſaying, 1 will not ſwear. 

DoQter Cook ſaid, fiweer before ws, whether thou be s may or a Wo- 
Elizabeth, [f you will not believe me, ſend for Women into a ſecret 
place, and I will be tryed. 

Cholmly, Thou art an th-favoured whore. | 

Then ſaid Bonner, How hy thou in the Sacrament of the Altar ? 
and efter ſome other Queſtions they cryed, Away with her. 

And ſpeaking of Spirit and Faith, Cholnily ſaid, What nothing Cut 
Spirit and Faith whare ? 

Then was ſhe carried-into the Cole: houſe, and ſearched for Books, 
and put into the &ock-houſe, anda Knife, girdle and Apron taken 
from her, and chere both her hands were Manacled in one Tron, for 
ſeveral dayes, and afterward the was removed into the Lollerds Tower, 
tind there ſhe remained with bath her feet ia the Stocks and Irons, 
till the next time of her Examination. DTT 

'But ſhortly upon-the requeſt of two Women, who ſought for her 
Liberty, and-became ſurety for her appearance befors the Biſhop of 
Zend, the was (et at Liberty... 

In the Town of Beafer/d, inthe County of Suffolk. was an ancient 
Woman, one F/izsb#th Lawſon, apprehended by the Conftable of the 
Town as an Heretick, becanſe ſhe would not goto. hear as #4 

| | whic 
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which they laid her in a Dungeon, and after that ſhe was carried-to 0. Mary 
Norwich,and from thence to Bury-Goal, where arlaſt ſhe was condem- ,,, , 55. 
ned to be burat, After Sentence was paſt Sir John $ylliard the high Vw, 
Sheriff took her home to his houſe, where ſhe was hardly kept, and 
wrapt in Irons, till at length, when by no means they could move 
her to Recant,ſhe was ſent to Priſon again with thameful revilings. 
Thus ſhe continued 1n Priſon the ſpace of two years and three quare 
ters ; in the meantime there was burnt her Son and many others, 
whereby ſhe would often ſay, Lord what is the cauſe that ]maynot 
come'to thee with thy Children ? well, thy bleſſed will be done, and 
not mine. . 
Through the death of Queen Aary ſhe was preſerved, although ſhe 
had been before condemned to die, | 
[t is alſo very remarkable toread and conſider the many preſerva- 
tions from time to time (that theſe People perſecuted ſo hotly) recei- 
ved through the Lords gootneſs in their Mectings in the City of Lon- 
don, for they metia private places, ſometimes -one hundred, ſome- 
times two hundred, about the latter end of Queen ary they great- 
ly encreaſed , and one remarkable Paſſage of their preſervation 
was as followeth, one Cuthbert Simpſon, one of their Church, uſual- 
ly eafrying a little Book in his Pocket of the Names of ſuch as were 
Members of the Congregation the which had been found abour, him 
when he was apprehendee, had not Rowgh their Miniſter been warn- 
edina Dream of the waoger thereoj, and thereupon ſent to Cuthbert 
Simpſon to leavethe Book out of his Pocket, which he did, otherwiſe 


all their Names had been diſcovered. 

At this time the Popiſh Party ſomuch abhor'd theſe deſpiſed Pegples 
Preaching, or ſtrengrhoing one another at the time of their Suffering 
and Martyrdom, that the Queen put forth a Proclamation, which 
was Proclaimed at Newgate, and ar the Stake where {even were con- 
demaed to ſuffer, ftriftly forbidding, any'ro-pray«or ſpeak to them, 


-* 


or any wayes to comfort them ; butgtwithſtan this Preelama- - 
tion one Bentham one of their Minifters, in his Chriſtian Zeal and 
| Charity opened his Mouth, and aloud faid, I know they are the 
People of Ged, and therefore cannot choſe but with well to-them, 
and ſay; God ſtrengthen them, which words many People ſtanding, 
by, confirmed, ſaying, Amen, Amen, ſo that thenſo many appes- 
red to ſpeak well of them, that the Officers knew not what to fay 
nor who to Accule, | 9 LI 

The ſaid Bentham was another time marveloufly preſerved, for as, 
he was paſſing the Strects, he was taken hold on to be a Queftman, 
upon the death of a man found drowned, being loath to meddle, he 
was very earneſt with rhe man'tobe excuſed, alledging the had little 
expericace in ſuch a matter, _ defired them totake another that 
might have more$kill, but finding-what he had/fard would not fati(- 
fie them to excuſe him) he further alledged, that he was a Schollar of . 
Oxford, and thereby priviledged from being of any Inqueſt ; the ! 
Coroher demanded the ſight of his priviledge;”he ſaid, if he would | 
give him leave, he would fetch it ; then (21d the Coroner, the Qs, 
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0. Mray,wult be {ervcd withour delay, and conſtrained him to ſtay and hear 
An. 1558 thomarter; w hen the Book was offered him to ſwear upon, Bethans 
A opening the Book; and ſeeing it a bs oo Primmer, refuſed to [wegr 

thereupon,ſpeaking againſt the ſuperſtition therein contained ; what, 
faid the Coroner, 1 think we ſhall bave ap Heretick ameng us, and after 
furtherreaſoning committed him to an Officer tilF further examinati- 
on ;. but mark, what hapned, for while theſe matters' about Here- 
fie were in debate, ſuddainly came the Coroner of the Admiralty and 
diſcharged the firſt Inqueſt,ſaying,it belonged to his Officer to chocſe 
a Jury and Sit there, by reaſon-of which 84»tham eſcaped their hands, 
' and had no more ſaid to hin. 


The Suffering and Preſervation of Richard Bartic of Lincolnſhire axd 
Katherine, Dutcheſs of Suffolk, bis wife. 


In the Reign of Queen Mary, Stephen Gardner Biſhop of Wincheſter 
ſurmiſing the Dutcheſs of Suffolk to be one of his Antieat Enemies, 
becauſe he knew he had deſerved no berter of her, began ro praftice 

- ome revenge upon her for former grudges, and thereupon ſub- 
paned her Husband Richard Bartie to appear before him at his Houſe 
at Mary-Overs, when he came before him, after much diſcourſe, at 
laſt he ſaid, If I may ask the queſtion of my Lady your Wife, is ſhe 
as ready now to ſer up the Maſs as ſhe was lately to pull it down? 
Doth ſhe think her Lambs now ſafe enough, who ſaid to me, when I 
vailed my Bonnet to her out of my Chamber Window in the Tower, 
[that it was merry with the Lambs now the Wolf were ſhut 
UP. | 

r ked Bartie, after he had heard him, endeavorred to moderate 

thigs, ſaying, that though them words ſeemed at that ſeaſon bitter, 
yet if the, cauſe were conſidered one would purge the other, and for 
ſetting up of Maſs he had learyed by the per{waſiors of excellent men 
for Six Years paſt inwardly to abhor, and if ſhe ſhould then outwardly 

allow it, ſhe ſhould ſhew her ſelf a falſe Chriſtian, and to ker Prince a 

Masking Subject; you know my Lord one by Judgment reformed 

1S more-worth then a thoufand transformed Temporizers, to force a 

Confeſhon of Religion by Mouth,contrary to that in the Heart,work- 

eh Damaation, where Salvation is pretended. 

Then ſaid the Biſhop, That deliberation would de well, if ſhe were re- 
quired to come frondexn Old Religion to a New, but now ſhe is to returned 
from 4 New to an Antient Religion, | 

My Lord, faid Bartie,in-anſwer to that, not long ſince ſhe anſwered 
a Friend of hers, uſing your Lordſhips ſpeech, that Religion went not 
by Age, but by Truth, and therefare ſhe was to be turnee by perſwa- - 
fion, and not by Commandmear, 

\ The Dutchefs and her Husband daily underſtanding by their 
Friends, that the Biſhop intended to. call her to, Account for her Faith, 
and conſidering the Sufterings and Extremity that might follow, cn- 
deavoured to get the; Queens Licence to travel beyond Sea, which in 
a few dayes he obtained, and then firſt went over by himſelf, leavi " 
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the Ducheſs behind, who had agreed to tollow him, which with Q. Mary 
much difficulty ſhe did, and in their travels beyond Sea they ſuffered Ay. 1558 
very much, for having taken a Houſe in a Town called Sa#roy, a WW, 
Haunce Town, under the Duke of C/eves Dominion, to which Town 
dizers Wallons were fled for Religion,it was muttered about the Town, 
that the Dutcheſs and her Husband weregreater perſons of note then 
they diſcovered themſelves to be, and the Magiſtrates being not very 
well inclined to Religion, a ſuddain order was given out thar the 
Dutches and ber Husband ſhould be Examined of their Condition 
and Religion ; Bartie hearing this, rook his Wife and Child, and two 
other wich him, and on Foot travelled forthwith towards Y7eeſell, 
- Which proveda wet and weariſome Journey, being not uſed to Foot 
it, and Paſſage otherwayes they could nor hire; he being fain for 
tome part ot the way to carry the Child himſelf, and theto earry 
his Cloak , and that which was worle, when night approached 
coming to Weeſe! they could get no entertainment at Inns, the Inn- 
holders ſuſpefting him to be a Launce Knight, and the Dutches his 
Woman ; ſo that they were brought to a great ſtraight, for it rained 
| hard, the Child with cold cryed, and the Mother wept ; the Huſ- 
band ſecing themſelves deſtitute of Succor,reſylved to get ſome Straw 
and Coals, 2nd lay themin a Porch that night, if he could get no 
better Lodging ; but in the midſt of #his hardſhip he mer with two 
Boyes that ſpoke Latine, through their directions he found out a 
walloas Aouſe, where he met with one of his acquaiatance, and one 
that had been a Friead to him, who meeting together, and ſeeing the 
Dutcheſs and her Husband jn ſuch a dirty wet condirion could not 
ſpeak for ſome time to each other for tears, but at laſt the comfort 
they received from their Friend revived them, andin a few dayes he 
hired a fair Houſe for them, and it was ſoon noiſed about the Town 
whar they were, and theuncivility of the Inn-holders towards them 
was openly and ſharply rebuked by the Preachers in their Pulpits, for 
bing fo unkind to Strangers; but they were not long ſettled here, 
but they were unſettled again, for a Snare was laid to apprehend them 
there, which through the kindneſs of the E2/iſb Embaſſadour they 
hid intimation of, whereupon they travel'd to the Palſer«ves Country, 
and afrer ſome time of abode there, the King of Poland hearing of 
their troubles, invited them into his Country,where they were quiet- 
ly and honourably entertained tilt the Death of Queen Adary, 


The Sufſerings and Preſervation of Thomas Roſe, Azed Seventy fix 
Years, inthe Town of Luton, and County of Bedford. 


This Thomas Roſe for his zeal for the Goſpel was informed agaiaſt 
to the Council, who ſent a Meſſenger down to Hadley in Suffolk to aps 
prehend him, being before the Council, the charge againft him 
was, that he was privy ro the burning of the Rood of Dower-Court, 
for this he was committed to Priſon tothe Biſnop of Liz#co/xs Houſe in 
Holburz and there remained from the time called Shroveride till Mid- 
ſammer, very ſore Stocked, _— Stocks being very high end age bes 
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he remained ſome Years, and afterwards coming over into Eng/and 
again, was received by the Meeting at Lox&om to be their Preacher, 
who at their Aſſembles would often at a night gather ten pounds for 
the Aﬀſtance and help of ſuch as ſuffered in Priſons for the Truths 
ſake. 

He was ſecretly preſerved often times in this Aſſembly at Zondoy, 
yet at length through treachery was taken with thirty hve at a Mee- 
ting in Bow-Yard in Cheapſide, at a Sheer-mans Houle on the day called 
New-years-day, and was had before Stephen Gardner tobe Examined, 
who committed him to the Cl;zk till a ſeaſonable time todoit: He 
was ſeveral times brought before the Biſhop upon Examination,where 
the chief diſcourſe was upon the common Snares of Tranſubſtantiation, 
Auricular Confeſſion, &, And after long Diſputations privately to and 
fro betwixt them; the Biſhop took him by the hand, and 1 Fa- 
ther Roſe, you may be a worthy Inftrument in the Church, and ſocom- 
mitted him-only to his own Lodging that night, and afterwards Ee- 
ing ſet at liberty by the hand of Providence, he travelled beyenl 
Sea, and there remained till the Death of Queen A/ary. 


A true Relation of the Martyrdom of Richard Atkins, an Engliſh 
man, by the bloody Papiſfts at Rome, Auno 1581. 


Richard Atkins born 'n Hartfordfbire, about the Moneth called July, 
in the Year aforeſaid, came to Rome, and having found the Erglifh 
Colledge, Knockt at the Door, to whom divers cf the Students there . 
came forth to welcome him, hearing he was an Engliſh man ; amongſt 
other .talk had with him, they wiſht him to goto the Hoſpital, and 
there to receive his Meat and Lodging according as the erder was ap- 
pointed 5 whereunto he anſwered, I came not (my Country-men)to 
any ſuch'intent as you judge,but I came lovingly to rebuke the grea:: 
diſorder of your lives, which I grieve to hear, and pity to behold ; 
Icome likewiſe to let your proud Amti-chrift underitand,that he goth 
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Ofend the heavenly, Majefty, Rob God of his H5nour, and 'Poi- Mary 
ſon the whole World with his Abominable Blaſphemies, making (7>- 's. 
them do Homage to Stocks and Stones, and that filthy Sacrament, = 735 \ 
which is nothing elſe but a fooliſh Idol z when they heard thefe words, 
one Hugh Griffen a Welch-man, and Student of the Colledge, cauſed 
him to be put in the Taquiſition ; what he anſwered there to their Ex« 
aminations is not recorded, but after ſome dayes he was ſet at Liber. 
ty again, 

And one day going in the Street he met a Prieft carrying the Sacra: 
ment, which lo offended his Conſcience to ſee the People crouch and 
bow down to ir, that hecatched atit to have thrown it down, bur 
miſiag of his purpoſe, and it being judged by the People that he did 
catch at the holineſs (that (they tay) cometh from the Sacrament} 
upon mecr devotion he was let paſs 2nd nothing ſaid to him ; a few 
dayes after hs came to the place called Saint Peters Church, where di- 
vers being hearing Maſs,and the Prieſt at theElevation, without ſhew- 
10g any reverence heſtept amongſt the Peopleto the Altar, and threw 
down the Chalice with the Wine, ſtriving likewiſe to pull the Cake 
out of the Prieſts hands, for which divers roſe up and (aol him with 
their fiſts, and one drew his Rapyer, and would have ſlain him; and 
away he was carried to Priſon, where he was Examined, wherefore 
he had committed ſo hainous an offence ; he anſwered, that he came 
purpoſely for that intent to rebuke the Popes Wickedneſs, and their 
{dolary ; - upon this he was condemned to be burnt, which Sentence 
the ſaid) he was right willing to ſuffep, and the rather, becaule the 
ſum of his offence pertained to the Glory of God, during the time he 
remained in Priſon, ſundry Exz/iſh-men came to him, wiſhing him to 
be ſorry for what he had done, and to recaat of his Damnable Opi- 
nion ; but all the means the uſed were in vain; he. confuted their 
dealings by divers places of Scripture, and yjlled them to be ſorry 
for their Wickedneſs, while God did permit them time,elſe they were 
in danger of Everlaſting Damnation ; theſe words made the Englifh- 
»en depart, for they could not abide to hear them: . Witkin a while 
after he was ſet upon an Af, without any Sad!z, being from the midle 
upward naked,having ſome Exzliſb-Prieffs with him to talk wit him; 
but he regarded them not, but ſpake to the people in as good Lan- 
guage as he could, and rold them, they were if a wrong Way, and 
therefore wiſhed them to bave regard tothe ſaving of their Souls. 
All the way as he went, there were four that did nothing elſe but 
thruſt at his body with burning toxches, whereat, he never moved 
nor ſhrunk one jot, but with a cheerful Countenance labouxted to;per- 
ſwade the People to good at which the People not alittle wondered ; 
thus he continued almoſt the ſpace of half a mile until he cameto the 
Place of Execution, which was before the Maſ5-houſe, called Saint 
Peters; where they had made a device, not to make a Fire about 
him, but to burn his legs firſt, which they did, at which he was no 
whit diſmayed, but ſuffered all cheerfully, at which the People much 
admired. Then they offzred him a Croſs to embrace, in token that 


he died a Chriſtian, but he put it away with his hand, calling _ 
, evi 
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evilmen to trouble him with ſuch poltery ſtuff when he was Propa- 
$.. ring -hjmſelfto God, whom he beheld in majeſty and mercy, ready 


to receive him intorhe Eternal reſt : they ſeeing him in this mind,de- 
parted, ſaying, Come, let ws go and leave him tothe Devil whom he ſerves. 
Thus ended this faithful Souldier,and Martyr of Chriſt his life,a Wit- 
neſs againſt the Pope and his Followers wickedneſs. 
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Abrief Relation concerning the Hortible Maſſacree in France, Ann. 1571. 


When the Admiral was wounded in both his Arms he Immediate- 
ly thereupon ſaid to 4ſa4re, © my Brother, Ido now perceive that 
I ara beloved of my God, ſeeing chat for his Name ſake I do Suffer 
theſe Wounds ;z at this time were many great perfons cruelly mur- 
thered ; twothouſand were murthered in one day, 

At Meldis Two hundred were caſt into Priſon, and being brought 
out as ſheep to the ſlaughter were cruelly murthered. | 

At Orleezs a Thouſand Men Women and Children were Mur- 
thered, | ORITP 

The Citizens of Auguſicbona, when they heard of the Maſſacree at 
Paris, ſhut the Gates of their Town, that no Proteſfaxt might eſcape, 
and caſt all that they ſuſpeRed-into Priſon, which afterward were 
brought ferth and Murthered, _ 

At Avericome in Jike manner the ſuſpeCted for religion werecaft 
into Priſon, ©. _ | | 

At |Roan five hundred were put to death , Thuanas who writeth 
the Hiſtory of theſe things, writeth this ; this Example, faith he, 
py ints other Cities. and from Cities to Towns and Villages, 

0 that it is by many Publiſhed, that in all' the Kingdom above 
thirty thoyſand were in thefe tamults divers wayes deftroyed by the 
apiſts. | 

There was wonderful joy in Rome for this Maſſacree, and the 
Popewith his Cafdinals went a Proceſſion, to give thanks unto God 
for this great benefit beſtowed upon the Sce of Rome, and the Chri- 
ſtian World , a Jubily alſo was publiſhed , and in the Evening the 
great Ordinance was ſhot off at the Caſtle : Thus did this unholy 
Father delight to hear of the deſtruRion of ſo many Ianocent People z 
well might Chriſt ſay, Tow are of your Father the Devil, and the Lufts 
of your Father you will do , he hath been a Murtherer from the beginning, 
and abode net inthe Trath, becauſe there is no Trath in him, 
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An Account of four Martyrs burnt at Lile iz Flanders, is the year An. 1559, 
hh 


1556. whoſe wames were Robert Ogyvier, a#d Jane his wife, 
Baudicon azd Martin his two Sops., 


Few places can bs named where the Truth was more freely, and 
with greater zeal received then in this City of LZz/e, where Aati- 
chriſts Tyranny was great z For three years together it was ſecretly 
preached ameng(t them ſometimes in Houſes,in Woods,in Feilds,and 
1n Caves of the Earth,not withouthhazarding of theirLives,if they had 
been diſcovered; yet could not theſe apparent dangers under ſuch Ty- 
Tranny cool or abate the burning Zeal, which almoſt conſumed the 
hearts of his People, hungering and thurſting after the ſpiritual food 
of their Souls. | 

W hat was amongſt them preached, was accordingly pratticed ; 
works of Mercy and Charity were there exerciſed, not only towards 
thoſe of the Houſhold of Faith, but even towards them which were 
without, ſo as many by means hereof were drawn and brought on ts 
the knowledge of Chriſt : They ordained certain Perſons,who were 
men fearing God, and approved of, who went weckly trom houſe to 
houſe to colle&t the Alms of ſuch asthey knew to be faithful, admo- 
niſhing every one how to carry themſelves in their Vacations, and of 
their duty in contributing towards the relief of the poor Saints. 

And thus each one according to his place endeavouring to expreſs 
and manifeſt his Faith by the Fruits thereof, namely, good works 
in a thort time the Lord raiſed up a flouriſhing Meeting 1n this place, 
ſo that they conſiſted of a competent number of Men, Women and 
Children, not only of the City, but of the Villages nigh. 

In the m22n while Satan 'and his Adherance ceaſed nor to torn 
and rage hereat, not being able long to endure theſe their holy Meet: 
ings, 

Upon the ſixth of the Moneth called 2arch, about tea at night, 
the Proveft of the City, with his Sergeants, armed themſelves to 
make ſearch if they could find any met rogether in houſes, but as then: 
there was no Aſſembly; therefore they. went to the houſe of Robert 
Qovier, and there violently entercd, ſeeking here and there for their 
prey ; they found certain Books, which they carried away, but he 
whom they principally aimed at was not then in the Houle, viz- 
Baudicon the Son of the {aid Robert, who, according to his uſual man- 
ner, Was gone abroad to viſieſome Brethren, but returning kome, 
knocking at the Door, his brother Aſartis watching his coming, bid 
him be gone, wiſhing him not to come in, he thinking Hhis' Brother 
took him for ſome other, ſaid, it is I, open the Door, with that the 
Sergeants drewanigh, and opened ir, and he came in. 

Then ſaid the Proveff, I arreſt you all in the Emperors name 
and commanded each of them to be Bound, to wit, the Husband 
and his Wife with their two Sons, leaving their two Daughters to 
look to the Houſe z now as they conveyed them along through the. 
Streets, Berdicon, with 8 yoice ſomewhat extended, which might 
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0. Mary , Eaſily be heard at that time of the night, faid Aſſiſt us, O Lord by thy 
AT. 155 9- Grace, not only to be Priſoners for thy Name ſake, but to confels 

wag: thy holy Truth in all purity before men, (o far as to ſeal the ſame 
—/*-" with our Bloods, for'the edification of thy poor Church. 

Thus were they brought into ſeveral Priſons, where they were ſe. 
verally handled, yet ceaſed they not to bleſs and praiſe the Lord with 
one conſent ; within « few dayes after, they were brought before 
the Magiſtrates of the City, and Examined, who firſt ſpoke to the 
Fatherin theſe words, It i told is, that you never come to Maſf, and 
alſo diſwade others from coming thereto, and that you maintain Conventis 
cles is your Houſe, whereby you bave Tranſgreſſed the Laws of the Ems 
perial Majeſty. | | | 

Robert anſwered to this effeft, Weread not in all the Scriptures 
that either Chriſt or any of his Apoſtles ever ſaid Maſls ; - for they 
knew not what it meant : As for the ſecond Accuſation, I cannot, 
nor will deny, but there have met together in my Houle Honeſt Peo. 
ple fearing God, I aſſure you not with intentien to wrong or harm 
any, but rather for the advancement of Gods Glory, and the good of 
many; Iknew indeed that the Emperour had forbiden it, but what 
then, /I know alſo that Chrift had commanded it, who ſaid, where 
two or three are gathered together in my Name, there am1 in the mid of 
them. Thus you ſee I could not well obey the Emperour, but I muſt 
diſobey Chrift ; in this caſe then, I choſerather to obey my God then 
man. 

When they were brought to the Fire, the laſt words they were 
heard to pronounce were, Jeſus Chriſt, thou Son of God, into thy 
hands ' we commend our Spirits z and fo they ended their Teſtimo. 
ny. Within eight dayes after Faxe the Mother, and Martin her Son 
were both Executed in the ſame City. 


The manner of the Mercileſs Inquiſitor s Tormenting ſuch as are 
brouzht into the Popiſh 1»q»iſstion iz Spain. 


When they pr_cn to torture any one, the Gaoler is commanded 


to bring forth his Priſoner into the accuſtomed place where it is to be 
given, which place is under the Earth, and very obſcure, then go- 
ing thorow many turnings, and thorow ſundry Doors, fo as the hor- 
rible cries of thoſe who are there tortured can in no wile be heard, 
there is a Seat prepared for the Inquiſitors on high, with a Rigiſter 
. alſo, to behold their Tragical AQ ; the Torches being lighted, thoſe 
who are to AQ their parts in this woful Tragedy are bronght 
in, the' Tormentor who attends their coming is covered all 
over with a black Garment, cloſe to his Body , and on his Head a 
black Hood, which hides his Face from being ſeen, having only 
two or three holes made therein for himſelf to {ce aud to breath at ; 
and all this is to terrifie the more the poor patient,- who. beholdcth as 
it were a grim Devil ready to Torment kim, theſe Fathers being ſer 
upon their Seat, begin again to charge the Priſoner voluntary to con- 
feſs the Truth, which if he refuſe to do, and if it then happen, thar 


an 
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Arm, or any orker Member of his Body be broken, or that they die O.Mga 
on the Torture (for thatis all the favour he hath ſhewed him) they | ou 'F, 
made it his own fault, and none of theirs; after they have uſed all the ©; 1539. 
terrible threats that can be, they cauſe him or her to be ſtripped ſtark yy 
naked, wherher Man, Woman or Maid, though they be never ſo mo- 
deſt and bathfel, many having fallen into their bloody fingers thus to 
to have their nakedae(s diſcovered in the ſight of others, was more 
greivous then all their Torments beſides which they endured, laying 
a(ide then all Humanity-in unclothing them, they put upon them 
linnen Bretches, as if their ſecret parts were better and more honeſtly 
,- Covered with Bretches then with Shirt or Smack, or as if the Tor- 
ments they meant to put them to would not pierce deep enongh as 
well in the one as in che other, with ſuch ſhameleſs SpeQacles the 
chaſt Inquiſicors fed their Ages, avd with ſuch cruel Laſt, ſatisfied 
their iafamous and deteftable virginity. 

The Man or Woman ſtanding naked, then only covered with lit- 
tle Bretches, they beckon to the Tormenter, (who 1s well aquainted 
with their ſecret ſign and watch word, and can readily diſcern what 
Torments the holy Fathers would have them put to, to teach them 
the Faith of the Romer Church. 

Then ſtanding thus naked, they exhort them once again totell the 
truth, 1f the Patient be to endure theCord,they tye his hands behind 
his back. pulling him up eight or ten times, according to the number of 
twitches limited by the Inquiſitors to theTormentor, that ſo nothing 
may be done there without order , at the firft encounter are reckon- 
ed upto him all his Articles, and then , beſides binding his hands, 
they tye his Thumbs together with a ſmall Cord, then they tye his 
Hands and Tumbs unto a greater Cord, hoiſting him up by a Pulley 
very high, which done, they put upon his Legs heavy Bolts, if he 
have not them on before, to which are yet added for the firſt pull, an 
Iron weight of twenty five pounds, which is hanged to thoſe Bolts 
between his Feet z being thus arrayed the Tormenter draws him 
up on high, the Regiſter and Inquiſitor mixing therewith their for- 
mer Exhortations, confels ; when he comes to touch the Pulley with 
his Head, they urge him yet then to confeſs ; if he obey, they preſent- 
ly let him down, if not, then they let him hang in this condition un- 
til he have anſwered their demands; now after he hath hung thus 
without making any Confefhon, they let him down to redouble on 
his feet the former weight, and then pulling him up again, threat- 
ning him, to hang theretill he die, if he declare not to them, what 
they ask of him, commanding thetTormenter to let him hang a long 
while, that through the heavine(s of the weight, -which bangs ar 
his Feer, all his Members and Joynts are ſtretched out beyond mea- 

fare; when the Patient through theextremity of Torment which he 
endures cryes out, they inlike fortcry as loud as they can, that he 
ſhould now confeſs what he knows, if not, then they let him fall ; 
for when they perceive he continues conſtant, then they command- 
ed the Officer to let go the Cord, which is as ſoon done as ſpoken, yet 
not wholly and alrogether to the mid way, but a certain ar$-1 ow 
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0. Mary, hi eders his falling to the ground, by reaſon whercot he receives ſuch 
A. 1559, ® ſuddain check, his Body is pitifully and miſerably ſtretched, 
> . . But yet this ſufficeth not, for then if through their importunity 
" he will confeſs nothing, they augment the weight the.third time, 
and if the poor creature, in reg of his intollerable pain, call upon 
the Lord to help him, and detire to be et down, then they Scoff and 
Mock at him, preſfag bim to confeſs, telling him, that is not all, 
threatning him by the Strappado, as before. This Helliſh Torturebe- 
ginneth at nine, and laſteth till one a clock z and when they pleaſe to 
make an cad, they ask the Tormenter, if he have the other Engines 
ready, and at their going, all the comfort they give their diflolate 
Patient, is thus ; this ſhall ſuffice, lay they, for this time, bur look 
between this and to morrow, thou adviſeft thy {clf well, what thou 
oughteft to conteſs, otherwayes, thou art like to dic under Torture 
nor think to eſcape by what thou haſt endured, for that 1s but a Bed 
of Roſes in regard of the Torment which is tu come; they bein 
gone, his clothes is put on, and if he be not ableto go, he is carries 
again unto Prilon a few dayes after they ſend for him again, re- 
newing their threats, that if he will not reveal thoſe that are of his O- 
pinion,he muſt prepare himſelf for the Torture,wherein it he any way 
milcarry, or Death follows, the fault ſhall be his, and not theirs , if 
he continue unmovable in his mind, they cauſe the Goaler to bring 
him to the place of Toxture,and there they ſitting in their Tribuna/com- 
mand him to be ſtripped naked, and then tormented after the ſame 
manner as 1s before related ; beſides,as an addition thereunto, they tye 
his thighes and hamſtrings together with a ſmall Cord, forcing the 
ſame with pieces of Wood, lo that the Cords do eat- into his very 
Fleſh, in which extremityitkey Icave him for three or four hours 
plying him the whilſt with intinite threats and derifons, which is 
all the comfort that they miniſter uato him ia this his moſt miſerable 
condition.' RR | 
Thus 1n ſhort the Readerhath an Aecount of the cruel Inquiſition 
of theſe pretended Chriſtians in Spain. Now I ſhall proceed to give a 
further Account of ſome that ſulfered under theſe Papifts cruelty in 
divers parts of France and Flanders. 


A Womar of Toxrs (whoſe Husband the Papifts had not long before 
drowned)havingan Infant ſucking at herBreſt,about ſeven weeks old, 
and a Daughter about ſixteen Years Old, who was very beautiful, this 
Woman accompained with her Children, they hailed to the River 
ſide, where kneeling down, the prayed to the Lord, the Child ſuc- 
kingat her Breſt, then ſhe ſhifted her Child in the Sun, and laid it up- 
on the Graſs, commending it to God, in the mean while this Helliſh' 
Crew uſed many words to turn the Young Maid from her Religion ; 
the Mother being ready to be plunged into the Water, exhorted her 
Daughter to perfift ia the-Truch ; the Daughter beholding their out- 
rage, cryed out in theſe words, I will, ſaid ſhe, live and die with my 
Mother, whom I know to be a virtuous woman ; as for your threats 
and promiſes, I regard thess not, do with me what you Pry: han 
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Mother was not yet dead when theſe mereileſs wretches threw in the An, 1562. 
Daughter alſo, and ſo they yielded up their Souls together as Witneſ. WV: 
{es againſt the Papiſts cruelty ; the Infant was taken up by a Souldier, 
who having kept it a day and a night,laid it ina Steeple-Mouſe-Porch, 
whence being taken and givento a Nurſe to keep, it would never take 
the Breft after, but within two dayes it died. | 

In the ſame City ſuffered one Glee an honourable woman, and con- 
tanto her Profeſſion, and when news was brought her, rhat ſne 
was condemn'd ro be hang'd, ſhe received it with joy, being conduted 
with the reſt of the Priſoners about the ſecond hour in the afternoon 
towards the place of Execution, they would have put a lighted Torch 
into her hand, and have had her to acknowledge ſhe had offended 
God and the King, Away, away witk it, faid ſhe, I have neither 
offended God nor the King, I need no ſuck light to help me ask for- 
giveneſs of my ſins, uſe ſuch things your ſelves, who fit and walk in 
the Darkneſs of Ignorance and: Errour. | | 

Thea one of her Kindred meeting her in the way preſented to her 
veiw her little Children, praying her to have compaſſion on them, 
ſceing that by renouncing your Religion, you. may preſerve your 
life, This cauſed the tears to flow down, and this anſwer ſhe made, 
I muſt-needs ſay, 1 love my Children dearly, but yet neither for love i 
bear to them, or any thing elſe in thi world, will Irenounce the Truth, or 
my God, who is and will be a Father unto them ; and therefore to bis Provi- 
dence and Protettion Icommend and teave them, and fo paſled on, 
and with cheerfulneſs finiſhed her Teſtimony with the loſs of her 
life. | nk ws 

The Body of Coqueville being ſtripped naked, was dragged. by the 
Murtherers from YValongues (being low Normanay) up and down his 
Houle with deriſion into a Chamber, where they uſed to meet, and 
there ſpurning the dead body with their feet, they bid him, Now pra 
to his God, and fan he could ;, the Prieſts ſtuffing the dead Mout 
with the leaves of Bibles, and ſaid to the dead Corps, Preach the Trarh 
of your Grd, and call upon him now to help. you. 


A Letter written by Wouter Oom, P#iſoner 4nd Martyr is the City 


of Antwerp, full of Conſolation, azainſt the fear of Perſecution, 
direted to a Brother and Sifter of hs, 


Grace and Peace from God the Father, and from his Svn-Jeſug 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen : | He LP 
Well beloved Brother and Siſter, whom I loye dearly for the Fruths 
fake, and for your Faith in Chriſt Jakus ; theſe are to.certifieyou, 
that 1 am in bodily healch, and enjoy the comfort of ,a good. Conſci- 
ence, I praiſe my Lord God therefore, who :is able ro encreaſe the 
ſame more-and more by the powerful Operation of his holy Spirit ; 
. whoſoever they be thac will forſake this preſent evil World, and be- 
come Followers of their Captain Chriſt, muſt make account to meet 
with many Perſecutions, . and Afflictians.; for Chriſt bath. told. us a- 
fore-hand, That we ſbogld be Hated, Perſecuted, and Bawiſhed out of the 
| M m m | | " Yy/orld 
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for hts Namts ſake ; #nd this they will do, ſaith he, Becauſe they have 


- 


weither known the Father, nor me ; bit be not afraid, ſaith he, for 1 have 
overcome. the world ; 'St, Paul allo Witneiſeth the ſame thing, ſaying, 
All thit witt live godly i» Chrift Feſas, muſt ſuffer phy ve And a- 
gaitt, Ts you it 14 given for Jeſus Chrift, not only to believe in him, but 
alſo fo Juſer for his ſake : And'doth not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (ay, 
Bleſſed are you, when men any ons, and fpeak all manner of evil faiſly 
againſt you for my Names ſake : —_— therefore and be glad,. for great 
is your reward in Heaven: Now whereto ſerveth all this, my belo- 
via; burts bring us into a conformity with our Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt ?.' For Chriff hath feferes for us, faith the Apoſtle Saint Peter, 
leaving us an Exaniple, that we ſhould walk is bis ſteps ; who alſo en- 
dured the Croff, and deſpiſed the ſhame, for the obtaining of that joy 
which ws ſet before him , and became Poor to make us Rich, 2 Cor. 
8,9. | 
By him alfo are we brought by faith into that ſtate of Grace where. 
in we ſtand rejoycing in the hope of the'Glory of God, knowing that 
Tribulation worketh Patience, &c. | 
Wherefore, dear Brother and Sifter,be not afraid of the fiery Try- 
al which is now ſent among usto prove us, for what Father loving his 
Child, doth not corre& it? Even ſo doth the Lord chaftice thoſe 
whom he loyeth , for if we ſhould be without correction, whereof 
all true Chriſtians ate partakers ; then were we Baſtards, and nor 
Sons. And therefore Solomon faith, My Son, deſpiſe not the Chafiming 
of the Lord, neither faint when thou art corre Ted of him, for whom the 
Lord loveth, the ſame he correfteth, even as 4 Father the Son in whom he 
delighteth, fear not then to follow the footſteps of Chriſt, for he is the 
Head, and weare his Members, even as Chriſt then hath obtained 
full Joy and Glory by ſuffering of Anguiſhes and Sorrows; ſo we al- 
ſo according to his Example, muſt through many Tribulations enter 
into the heavenly places,cven into the New Feruſalemr, Let us then ſay 
with Saint Paul, Chrift unto me us in life, and in death advantage : Let 
us cry out with him, O wretched Creatures that we are | who ht deli. 
ver us from this Body of Death ? Sec here how the Faithful have deſi . 
red tobe with Chriſt ; for with Abrham they had an Eye to that ho- 
ly City;- which hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is God, 
Let us then, my beloved, cheerfully and willingly follow the Lord, 
poſſeſſing our Sonlg by Patience; For it s 4 good thing, as ſaith the 
Prophet Feremiah, both to hope and quietly fo wait for the Salvation of 
the Lord, and goed alſo it is for 4 man to bear the Toke, inhis Youth; for 
ſuch the Lord will comfort in rhe end, and reſtore unto them the joy 
of his Salvation. . SF Fo 
*-Lohere, dear Brother and Siſter, what Conſolatioas our God hath 
treaſured up for us in'his holy Word, for us, I ſay, whoſe defirc it is 
to fear the Lord, and'to truſt ia his Grace and Mercy, for the Salva. 
tion of the Righteous is of the Lord, he is their ſtrength in the rime- 
of Tronblez wherefore giving «I diligence, let ws add to Faith Virtue, and 
te Virtwe ores, 3 and to Eiewlebee Temperance, and to Temperauce 
Patiehce, and ts Patience Godlinefi,. and to Gedlineſi Brotherly'K Ag" 
4 Es 
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and to Brotherly Kinanefi Love , for if theſe thing be in ws, and abouwe, An, 1 567. 
they will cauſe us neither to be idle nor wnfruitful in the _— of 087 <ARy2? 
Lord Feſws Chriſt : The which, God our Father grant us for his Sons ; 
fake our Lord, Amen. 
Out of my Hole December the 11th 1562. 

Wouter Oom, Priſoner for the Truth. 


A Relation'of ſuch things .s fell ont under the Goverment of Alva ; Aud of 
many men put to acath, Anno 1567. 


The AﬀMiQions of the Proteſtants in the Low-Conntries were multi. 
plyed this year under the Dominion of Ferdizando of Toledo Duke of 
Alva. 

It is well known that the Spaxiards uſing all theirendeavorus to rule 
over this Country at their pleaſures had no better opertunity, to 
accompliſh their deſigns then to eſtabliſh among them their Inquiſi- 
tion, thereby todomineer over the goods, honors and lives of every 
one z the noble Citizens and Commons did what they could to op- 
pole the ſame,to which purpoſe they had inſtaatly beſought the King 
roafford themhis Royal preſence,that hearing once their Complaints, 
his Majeſty might take ſome order for matters of ſo great Impor- 
tance, alledging to this end the Example of the Emperour Charles 
his Father, who upon a buſineſs far infer1our to this,adventured him- 
ſelf with much diligence ro paſs through the Enemics Country, who 
were but a while before reconciled, only to ſtay ſorge Mutinies be- 
gun in the City of Cand, Thele things had ſo meved the King that 
he made them a promiſe by Letters of his coming ; bur his intentions 
were broken of by ſuch as were the upholders of the Inquiſition, that 
ſo they might with the more facility attain the end of their deſires, 
inſtead of their King then, they had ſent untothem the Duke of 4/vs, 
who at his Entrance found the Priſons repleniſhed with Gentlemen, 
and other Perſonages of note, whom the Dutcheſs of Parme had left in 
bonds after her death. 

Long did they languith in this Captivity, whilſt the Duke of Alves 
by fair promiſes diſſembled a kind of meek and gentle carriage of 
mind towards them gtving them ſome hope of a General pardon,pro- 
ceeding from the Kings Clemency, that thus he might catch the 
Lords,and Governours the more cunningly into his Nets, whereof the 
Lord Lemoral Earl of Egmond, Prince of Gaud Governour of Flanders 
and Artoz,and others of quality gave but too Lamentable experience, 
who being led with vain hopes were at length iahumanly put to 
death, 

The ſixteen Provinces alſo ſubjecting themſelves under this new 
Governmeat, loſt their antient Liberties and Priviledges, which evi- 
dently appeared by the exploits done from the year 1567. hitherto by 
a new Council of twelve, elected and (etled there by the Duke, 
the principal of which were Yergas and Elrio Fathers of the In- 
quiſition, which Council was commonly called', the Council. of 
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As. 1568, Inthe year 1568. the Duke of 4/va began to declare to the World 
aA; his tigned meekneſs, puring to death two Brethrea, Barons of 
The names Batiembourg, and feveral others h Executed at the ſame time at 
ofturee Bruſſel, Theſe two Brethren from the flower of their youth had con- 
Martyrs, ftantly profeſſed the pure Do&trine of the Goſpel, and in the end 
Impriſoned ere put to death for their Teſtimony to the ſame. 
at Amwer?, Shortly after thexe were taken ad impriſoned at Antwerp ſeveral 
wank obed- perſons whoſe conſtancy to Death will appear.by what they writ 


_= "wh - to - certain of their Brethren, Dated the 19th of March, as fol- 


d Hues and Joweth. 


\ Aris Secing it is the will of God, that we ſhould ſuffer for his holy Name 


Comans, and in the Quarrel of his Goſpel , we certifie you, Brethren, that we 
are hitherco of good courage, howfeever the fleſh continually rebels a- 
 gainit the Spirit, counſelling it ever and anon according to the ad- 
vice of the Old Serpent; but weare well aflured that Chriſt who hath 
bruiſed; will alſo ftill bruiſe the Serpents Head, and not leave us com- 
fortlefs, true it is, we are now and then pricked in the heel, but that 
3s all the Serpent can do, nor are we diſcouraged, but keep our faith 
cloſe to the Promiſes of God, who is the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
having created all things of nothing ; He forſook not Joſeph in Eyepr, 
nor lef: the three Young Men in the fiery Furnace z no.nor Danzel in 
the Lyons Den, this is the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, and 
of their Righteous Poſterity, fo that we can without fear ſay 
with the Prophet David, The Lordis my Help, Tower, Strength and 
Refuge : By ſuch, and the like Scriptures, dear Brethren, we com- 
fort our ſelves in our Bonds, rejecting all confidence in man whatſo- 
ever ; be not dikgmayed then,good Brethren and Siſters,for our Bonds 
and Imprifoament, for ſo is the good will of God now towards us , 
and therefore pray rather, that he would give us grace to perſevere 
conſtantly unto the End, fo be it. 

One of theſe three impriſoned in Azrwerp wrot a few Lines to the 
Church ef God in Aztweyp, as followeth ; Brethren, I write unto 
you, being left alone ; whereas we were three in number, Fohn Hues 
15 now. dead jn the Lord, Idid my beft to comfort hum whileſt he 
breathed fo as now I am alone, and yer not attogether alone, ſeeing 
the God of Abraham, 1ſaac and Faceb is with me, he is my exceeding 
great Reward, and will not fail to reward me as foon as I have laid 
down this earthly Tabernable : Pray unto Gcd that he woyld 
{trengthen me to the end, for from hour to hour I expect the diflolu- 
tion of this houfe of Clay. 

When For one of the three was examined before the Magiſtrates, 
the Margueſs ſaid unto him, 7heve hitherto ſpared you, hoping to ſee you 
recant, but you grow wor ſe and worſe. | 

Jorts replycd, during the time of my Impriſonment I have ſhed 
many tears and further ſaid, he was now become reſolute, and could 
not faſhon himſelf according to their defire, alrhough rhey burart hinz 
as they had done his Brother Schoblaxt. 

. Marqueſs, 1 can tell you, it will coſt you but little better cheap. 
- Forjs, Fam ready if it be to morrow. 
Tan 
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Then ſaid one of the Standers by, he has neither Wife, Child nor 
Gods to loſe, and that makes him ſo willing to dye. iy. 

Foris, You ſhall anſwer theſe your doings at the laft day, whers 
you muſt all appear, and then there will be no reſpe& of perſons. 
Marqueſs, we have heard you preach too long ; take him Goaler, and 
caſt him into the Hole ,, then was he put among Thieves as a Lamb 
among ſo many Wolves: Thus this conſtant Witneſs remained firm 
till death. | | 

The SpeCtacles of dead Bodies ſlain by the Bloody Inquiſttion was 
a Dreadtul ſight,being gazed on in a manner, in every place, cſpecial- 
ly in the City of Tourney, and of the Yalentians, 1n regard of the 
multitudes of Believers, both of men and women, who had long 
Languilhed 1n ſundry Priſons, in great miſeries and neceffities. Now 
that we may not forget what fell out in the beginning of this Year 
1569. Thus it happened in the City of Yatexce, ſeven and fifty perſons 
were executed for no other cauſe but for cleaving to the true Faith 
of Chriſt Jeſus, not without much aſtoniſhment of the poor people of 
that City. 

A theſe ſad Relations, alittle to quicken and refreſh the Spi- 
rit of the Reader, Iwill here inſert a Letter, full of Conſolatiens, 
written out of Prifon, to the Faithful, by one william Tovart, 
- Merchaat., . who had his. dwelling in the- City of Lile in Flan- 
ders, | ; 055, 
This honourable perſon being come to the Age of Eighty Years, 
or thercab2uts, uſed his Houſe tor the ſpace of Fourteen or Fifceen 
Years for the Aſlembly in the City of Zzzle to meet in : Being cha- 
{cd and Baniſhed thence in the Year 1561. he withdrew himſelf for s 
while ro Tournay, whence he was conftrained toflic, and to goto 
Amiens and Moundediea, Cities” of Prickardy, afterwards returning 
into his own Country, he came to reſide in the City of Antwerp, 
where after he had continued many Years, he was at length condem- 
ned to be burnt with two others, who ſuffered for the ſame cauſe, but 
they put him'to another kind of Death, for they drowned him by 
pluoging him in a Ciſtern of Water in Priſon. Amongſt many Letters 
which he wrote, during the time of his Impriſonment, -my Author 
hith ſeleRed out this one, which here followeth. | 

Dear Brethren and Siſters in Jeſus Chriſt, I moſt humbly thank 


my God, that he hath fo fortified and comforted me by his Grace, 


that I fee] my ſelf more cheered by lying in this dark Priſon, .then if 
I were walking in the open Streets or Fields, I ſay, this I feel accor- 
ding to the Spirit, for as touching the Fleſh, what doth it apprehend 
here, but ſtinking Vapours and Smoke. Wherefore, my beloved, 
if it ſo fall out, that you be apprehended for the Name of Telus 
Chriſt ; fear not the priſon, nor thoſe that have power to Kill the Bo- 


- dy, for having done that, they can go no further, be not afraid then, 


ſceing itis the reward which our good Captain Jeſus Chriſt hath Pro- 
miſed to all his Faithful Souldiers and Servantsz he who turns his 
back in this conflict goes by the loſs , but whoſoever fights manful- 
Fy, obtains in the end the Crewn'; nora Crown of Gold, but of 

Nann Glory 


O——— _— — ——x_ ———  — 


a, | 


221 


——_—— 


Bt. a ta. Mo Soni 4 


Ci Moi Cr. en Sa aconKbo go WP cc@wa QA. Tc. 
C - 


232 Perſecuted by the Papiſts m Forreign Parts. 


DR EE ERR, Ge nr —_— 


ſuffer with him, then we (ball alſo Reign with him. 

Oh, that we could admire his bounty, who no ſooner imployes 
us in his Work, but hath the V/2ges ready in his Hand wherewith 
to recompence us z your ſorrow, ſich he, Shall be turned into joy, let 
us then caſt off every weight that preſſeth down. and whatſoever elſe 
that ſtands 18 our way to Heavenward, be it Father, Mother, Bro- 
ther, Siſters, Husband, Child, yea, and our own life allo, let us with 
the wife Merchant. mas {ell all, that with him we may purchaſe 
that pretious Pearl; how happy dol eſteem them that are called to 
fuffer, and leave their Life for confefling the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the Eternal Son of God will confeſs their Names before his heavenly 
Father and his holy Angels, they ſball be clad with white Robes, 
and ſhine as the Sun in the Kingdom of Heaven filled with gladnels in 
the Preſence of the Lamb, they ſhall cat of the Fruit of the Tree of 
Liſe,whick isin the midſt of the Paradiſe of God: Let us fix the Eye of 
our Minds upon theſe (o great and pretious Promiles of Jeſus Chriſt, 

- which he hath made to all thoſe who perſevere in well-doing unto the 
end. Oh! how happy ſhall we be when we are dclivercd frem theſe 
Bodics of Death to live forever with our God ? Let us then continu- 
ally pray with the Diſciples, Zord increaſe our Faith. Oh, dear Bre- 
thren, remember me alwayes in your-prayers, whoam bound here 
in the Bonds of Anti-chriſt ; remember thoſe alſo wv hoare in Bonds, 
as if you were bound with them: Pray, Ifay, without ceaſing, for 
qur Adverlary the Devil is alwayes compaſling us about to cauſe 
our Hearts to faint, and you are not ignorant w hat a potent Enemy 
our own Fleſh is unto us ; but I confidently believe. that our God, who 
hath begunthisgood Work in me, will perfe& the ſame, even unto 
the Day of Chriſt. 


Farewecl. 


ws When the Maſſacrees began to play their partsin Rover. they coun- 

ind Maſſ,. {clled thoſe of the Religion, to get themſelves into the Prifons as into 

cree at Ro- Places of greateſt ſecurity, from the fury and rage of the people, but 

Bas. ſuch as followed this advice were there even ready to be devoured, 
as poor Sheep, by theſe greedy Wolves at their pleaſure. 

Thoſe who were murdered inthe City in a few dayes, ſome in 

their 
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their Houſes, and others in the Priſons amounted to ſix thouſand, 
belides more then fry Women, unto whom they exerciſed no leſs 
Cruelty then upon men, | 

Their names tor brevity ſake are here omitted, their dead bodies 
being piled rogether were conveyed our of the Ciry in Tumbrils;and 
thrown by heaps one upon another intogreat pits, digged for that 
purpole : Their garments being waſhed in the River, from their 
Blood, by certain poor Women, were afterwards diſtributed here 
and there to the Poor by the Papiſts, that they might ſeerm'wich 


their mercileſs and unjuſt Cruelty to mingle ſome Works of Juftice 
and Charity, , 


Upon theeight day after the Maſſacree at Paris, about eight of the A 
Clock in the Morning, the chief of the Ppiſts at Tholouſe, received * Tholouſe, 


Advertiſement of that whick had paſſed,with Letters direCting them 
what they were to do, then a Council was called, at the breaking 
up whereof, the great Gates of the City were ſhut, only the little 
Wickets left open, and ſhortly after; they entered into the houſes of 
thoſe of the Religion, whom they. impriſoned in ſundry Priſons of 
the City,about three weeks after they.put all theſe Priſoners together 
tnto the Conſciergery,which is a ſpecial Priſon deferring the Slaughter 
of rhem unril they received Watrant and Authority from Paris, 
which having received, the Priſoners were called down to the Stairs 
foot, one affer another, and there Maſſacred, pot permitting them 
ſo much leaſure a3 to ſpeak; the Councellors who were of the Reli- 
gion, afier they had Maſſacred them, they hanged them up in their 
Gowns upon afgreat Elm which was in the Court of the Palace, and 
ia the mean time ſacked and pillaged their houſes. 


A Engliſh Man barnt at Rome. 


Ia the year 1595 a young man, about the age of twenty five years 
being ar Kewe, was much ſtirred in a Religious Zeal, againſt their 
horr:ble Idolatry, as the Bilhop was going a Proceſſion the young 
man pluckt the Pix out of his hand, and threw it to the ground, cal- 
ling,Wretched [zolater,for which he was apprehended and ſent to pri- 
ſon, and thortly after Pope Cl/emen? the eighth hearing of it, or- 
dained, thar he ſhould be immediately burnt, but ſome of the Car- 
dinals adviſed, that he might rather be kept till a fur ther exami- 
nation ; and accordingly they kept him eight dayes in priſon, but 
when they (ee nothing could be drawn from him, but theſe words, 
viz, ſuchw.us the will f God : Then they ſtripped him naked to the 
middle, and put on the form of a Devil or Dragon upon his head, 
and then bound him in a Cart, and carried him to the place of Exe- 
cution; where he was burnt alive. 

I find allo a Relation of three other Eng/iſh-mer,put to death at Rome, 
the manner of their ſufferings are as followeth:They meeting together 


Maſſaczee 


Thsce Eng- 
liſb men put 
to death at 


entered into-a Conference, concerning the ſtate of the Church at that z,we. 


time, complaining that the Zeal of Gods Glory was wonderfully 
cooled amongſt men ; yea, and that eyen thoſe of the Religion, were 
grown 


— 
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grown but too worldly wile, that Sathan by little and litrle was ſow- 
1ng; the ſced of Atheiſm gvery where, by rocking men aſleep in the 
Cradle of Security ; whereupon, commending themſelves ito the 
bauds; of God, they determined to take their Vogage to Rome, and 
there to encounter, with the Adverlary of Chriſt ; thither they came, 
an Ier twaor three dayes, two of them behaving themſelves mo- 
deftly, <d ig ſecrer manifeſt to ſome the Truth of the Goſpel, who 
being betrayed, were impriſoned and put to death, without any 
further ado z the third reſolved to bear his Teſtimony more publick, 
andere taking an opportunity,when the Pope was in the midft 
of his Maſſing devotion, ſtept quickly to him, and pluckt the hoſt 


.,7.,2; our of his hands, and trod it under his feet, teſtifying againſt the 


Maſs and Antichriſt , the people in a rage fell upon him, beating and 
bruiſing of him, and he was forthwith bound and ſet upon an Aſs, 
and the Executioners with lighted Torches burnt his Face, Mouth 
and Tongue firſt, when the flames came overchwart his Cheeks, he 
was heard tocry , Lord forgive them, they know not what they ao , and 
then they conſumed his body with Fire to Aſhes. 

And herein the Reader hath feen the invinceable Conftaricy of 
theſe Martyrs, who in their burning Zeal for Religion, dryed up 
the Riyers of Perſecution, and were never thred in Suffering, until 
the Perſecutors ſwords were blunt with the {laughter. 


Bleſſed are they that are Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is 
the Kingdom of Heaven, 


Part IVY, 
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Part I V. 
Containing an Account of ſuch as ſuffered 
Perſecution and Martyrdom under Epiſco- 


pacy, &C. | 


Am now come to the Reign af Queen Elizabeth in whole firft year 

the Parliament reſtored the firſt fruits and tenths ro the Crown, 

and the Proteſtant Religion was again eftabliſked, the Biſhops that 
refuſed the Oath of Supremacy were removed,and others put in their 
FOOms 3 in this Queens time,, about the Eleayenth yeat of her reign 
aroſe a People making a Profeſſion of the Pure Religion, and would 
allow of nothing but what was directly taken out of the Scriptures, 
opgaly condemaing the received Diſcipline of the Church of Zag- 
land, rogether with the, Lirnrgy, and the very calling of the Biſhops, 
as ſavouring too much of the Koiiſh Religion, declaring it tobe an 
impious thing to hold any thing common with rhe Church of Rowe, 
and uſed all diligence to kave the Church of 2xg/and reformed in eve- 
ry point according to the rule of the Church of Gezevs; amongft 
thele Diſlenters were Coleman, Burtox, Hallingham and Benſon, whom 
the Queen commanded to be committed to Priſon, yer it is a thing 
almoſt incredible how on a ſuddain theirFollowersencreaſed. known 
by che envious name of Puritans, who preached nothing morethen 
Evaneelical Purity, crying down the Eccleſiaſtical Form of Govern- 
ment, as a thing poluted with Roman Dregs, ſetting ont Books in Print 
to the ſame efteCt, refuſing to go to the publick Worſhip, as it was 
then uſed ; whereupon many endeavours were uſed to ſuppreſs them, 
and the Law was commanded to be put in Execution which required 
Uniformity, ard the Books wrote by the Puritazs to bedelivered 
iaro the Biſhops hands on pain of Impriſonment , by theſe courſes of 
perſecution and force they were kept down for a time, the Arch- 
Biſhop of Cazterburyuſing his utmoſt endeavours to ſettle an unifor- 
tity in Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline according to the Laws,which he ſaw 
lay gaſping,if the Puritans encreaſed and thereupon providedArrticles 
for all Miniſters to ſabſcribe, but he found great oppoſition or di- 
fturbance in this his Deſign, both at home and abroad, for one Roberr 
Brown a young man of Cambridee, from whom a People called Brow- 
fiſts took their name,and one Rich, Harriſon a Schcol- maſter theſe ſer 
forth Books in Zealand, & diſperſed them over England,condemning 
the Church of £nz/and for no Church , theſe Books were by Autho- 
rity prohibited, and ſeveral of the chief of theſe Brownifts were exe- 
Ctted at Bury in Suffolk, as the Reader fhall underſtand more Fae 
Q00O arly 
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2:; Eliz, larly in this _—_—_ Diſcourſe, as far asI can give a diſcovery by 
'#.1558. the Authors I could procure. - 

pE3Eh - As have fan, coagh by the forciable courle the Biſhops took, 

thele People were kept under at times, yet in the one and thirtieth 

year of the Queen, the Pu7itzhs Flames brake forth again, and Books 

were written by the narhesbf Afartin-Marptelate, and another Bock 

by Pee and Udal againſt the Goverament of Biſhops, and Barrow and 


given to: Gods true Miniſtry, for..the maintenance thereof, neither 
ought it, to receive: [OF 1t It 10n 
Gol, that, Bethel, Gods Houſe, ſhould be garniſhed and ſupported 
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? For thele, and ſuch matters by them open divulged, they were 
imprifoecd, and all.rhat would *n6t bow, the Biſhops reſolvedro 
break them to pieces; on the other hand, the more hotly they were 


perſecuted by the Biſhops, the. for the Zeal ſtirred inthem to op- 


pole, ſtrengthening themſelves through their diligence in Rea- 
ding the Scriptures, that they.,might be enabled rovppole the Clergy, 
whoſe Reformation they ſaid was no More then caſting out the name 
and Perſons of the Pope and Papifts, and yet relerved all their Livings 
and Prividedges,, even, all the fax and gainful Wate of Amaleck unto 
Ro, Ls 
Bur in, theend of theſe things, as it ſeldom hath been known, ſo. 
far as I have obſerved, that whenſoever the Truth appeared,thc ugh 
in the {eaſt Meaſure, þut it coſt ſome Blood, which (nould make men 
love'tt the better: So in theſe times, this Barrow, Greenwooa and 
Peary, and ſeveral others, ſealed their Teſtimony, firſt by hard Im- 
priſonment, and at laſt by death it ſelf, as in the ſequel will appear ; 
and if what I find upon record be true (as I have no caule to believe 
atherwile) the chief Inſtruments of their deaths were the Clergy, 
and not the Queen ; For when the Queen asked Dottor Rayny/ds whar 
he thought of thoſe two men (meaning Barrow and Greenwood) he 
anſwered, Ir would not avail any thing to ſhew his Judgment con- 
cerning them, ſecing they werc put to death, and being loath to 
{peak his mind further, the Queen prefled him, and charged him to 
ſpeak, whereupon he anſwered, that he was perſwaded if they had 
lived, they would have bgen two as worthy Inftraments for the 
Church of God, as hath been raiſedup in this Age : The Queen ſigh- 
ed,and {aid go more: But after that riding to a Park,by a place where 
they were executed, called to mind their ſuffering of dearth, (and 
being willing to have further information concerning them) rg 
gt | . de 
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ded of the Earl of Cumberland (that was preſent when they ſuffered) O. Blix: 
what end they made ; he anſwered, a very godly end, and prayed 5, 1558: 

for your Mzjefty and the State z moreover one Philips, a tamous Www 
Preacher, having both heard and ſeen Barrows Speeches and Prepara- 

rion for death, ſaid, Barrow, Barrow, my Soul be with thine : And now 

before I give Account of the places where theſe perſons weregxecu- 

red, it will be neceſſary to inſert their Complaint to the Parlia- 

ment, relating their hard uſage in Prifons, a Copy of which is as 

followeth. 


The Humble, moſt carne, ans lamentable Complaint and Suppli- 
cation of the Perſecuted and Preſcribed Church, and 
Servants of Chriſt, falſly called Brownifts, unto 
the High-Court of Parliament, 


The moſt high God, Poſſeflor of Heaven and Earth, bringeth at 
this preſent before your Lordſhips and Wiſdoms (right honourable) 
his own Caulc, his own People (his own Sworn, and moſt treacher- 
ous Enemies) together with the moft ſhameful Uſage of his Truth and 
Servants, that ever hath been heard of in the dayes of Szexs profeſſed 
Peace and Tranquility,” 

His Cauſe and People he oftereth unto your Conſideration and De- 
fence in our Profeſſion and Perſoris: His Enemies and their Out-rage 
againſt his Truth and Servants inthe Perſons and Bloody Proceedings 
of the Prelates of this Land, and their Complices. 

We proteſs the ſame Faith, and Truth of the Goſpel with her Ma- 
jetty, which your honours, this whole Land, and all the reformed 
Churches under Heaven this day do hold and Maintain, We go 
beyond them. (being our only fault, even in the Judgment of our 
tyrannical and moſt ſavage Encmies) in the deteftation of all Popery, 
. that moſt fearſul Azti-chriſtian Religion, and draw nearer wn ſome 
Points by our practice unto Chriits hely Order and Inftirution ; this 
is our Faith, this is our cauſe(Right Honzourable)yea, the LoNds Cauſe 
1n our ſinful hands. 

For the Profeffton and Maintenance of which Faith, the fore-na- 
med Enemies of God detain in their hands within the Prifons about 
[.ond»n(not to ipeak of other Goals throughout the Land) about three- 
jcore and twelve perſons, Men, Women, Young and Old, lying in 
Cold, in Hunger, in Dungeons, and in Irens; of which Number 
they have taken the Lords day laſt, being the third day of the fourth 
Mon:th, 1592. about ſome ſixteen perſons, hearing the Word of God 
truly taught, praying and praiſing God for hisfavours ſkewed unto 
us,. unto her Majeſty, your Honours, and this whole Land, and de- 
firing our God to be Merciful to us, unto our Gracious Prince and 
Country ; being employed in theſe holy Aﬀﬀtions, and no other(as the 
Parties who diſturbed them can teſtifie) they were taken in the very 
place where the Perſecuted Church and Martyrs were enforced to aſe 
the like Exerciſe in Q»cen Maryes dayes. | | y 
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0. Elix; The former Number are now unbailable, committed by the Prelac} 
pH 58. or Biſhop of Loxdoy, unto whoſe cloſe (for the moſt part) ſevera 
—_— Priſons, as Bridewel, the Limboe or Dungeon 1n Newgate, the Fleet, 
the Marſhalſea, the Counters, the Clynk, the Gatehouſe, the whitelyon, 
&c. whercia we willingly acknowledge the Lot and Inheritance, 
in this Life of our Fore-Fathers and Brethren the holy Martyrs of the 
former Age, and the entailed Ace/dsma, or Bloody Succeſſion of rhe 
See of London, and that whole Linagez Well, here our Brethren lie 
(How long Lord holy and true thou knoweft) in Dungeons, in Hun- 
ger, in Cold, in Nakednelſs, and all outward diſtreſs, for theſe Bloo- 
dy men will aJlow them neither Meat, Drapk, Fire, Lodging, nox 
(uffer any whoſe Hearts the Lord would itir up for their relief to 
have any acceſs unto them, purpoſing belike to impriſen them unto 
death, as they have done Seventeen or Eighteen others 1a the ſame 
noiſome Goals within theſe Six Years. The Husband and Wife be- 
10g aow taken by them, they permit not to be ia the {ame, but have 
ſent them to be cloſe kept in other Priſons, Y Vhat the poor Fanuly 
doth at home jn the mean tine, your Lordſhips may conſider, and 
juſtly-pity. Som of this Company had not one Penny about them when 
they were ſent into cloſe Priſon, nor any thing, being abroad (which 
is the cale of molt of them, if not all) to procure themſclves and 
their poor Families any Maintenance, fave only their handy Labour 
and Trades, whereby it is come to pals that theſe Enemies of God, 
do nor only ſtarve and undo a number of men in the Priſons, but even 
alimentable Company of poor Orphans and Servants abroad 
cheir unbrid led ſlanders, their Lawleſs privy ſearches, their Violenz 
breaking open and rifling of aur Houſes, their lamentable and bar- 
barous, Uſage of VYVomen and Young: Children in theſe hoſtile af- 
ſaults, . their Uncontrouled Thievery , Robbing and taking away 
of whatſoever they chink meet from us in this cale, their unappcaſed 
and mercileſs pyrſujr of us from our Houſes, Trades, Wives,Children, 
elpecially from the holy Society of the Saints and Church of Gad , 
We are inforced to omit, leſt we ſhould be over tedious to youx 
Lordſhips; but their dealing this way towards us is ſo woful (right 
honourable) as we may truly demand with grief of heart, whethex 
the forreign Enemy, or our native Couptry-men do poſlels and bear 
rule over us in ourdear and native Country, 

Their whole dealing herein is moſt Barbarous,moft Inhumane, bur 
eſpecially moſt Uncbriſtian.and ſuch as excceds the cruelty of the Hear 
then and Popiſh Profeſſed Tyrants and Perſecuters, the Records of the 
Heathen Perſermtion undes Nero, Trajap, Deciue, Galientts, Maximinian, 
&c, can ſcant afford us any Examples of the like crttelty and havock 
ior the Heathen Romans would Murder Openly and Profeſſedly ; 
Theſe godlicſs men haye put the Blood of War about them, in the day 
of the Peace and Truth, which this whole Land profeſſeth ro hold with 
Jetus Chriſt, and His Seryants, Biſhop Bonner , Story, Weſt:a, 
det not after this ſort; for thoſe whom they committed cloſe, 
they would alſo either feed, or permit to be fed by others, and they 
prought them jn ſhort ſpace openly into Smith #F-7 to erd their mil TY; 

RS 
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and to begin their never ending joy. Whereas Biſhop Eliner, Dr. 0, Fli>. 
Stanhope, or Mr. Juſtice Toung, with the reſt of e064 Perſecating © _ 
2nd Blood- thirſty taculty will do neither of theſe: No Fellows, A 
no Murderers, no Traytors in this Land are fo dealt with. | 
There are many of us, by the Mercies of God till out of their 
hands: The former holy Exerciſe and Profeſſion, we purpoſe not 
to leave by the Aſſiſtance of God : We have as good Warrant to re- 
jet the Ordinances of Arti-chriſt, and labour for the recovery of 
Chriſts holy Initicutions, 2s our Fathers and Brethren in Queen 
Maryes dayes had to do the like : and we doubt not, if our cauſe 
were trely known unto her Majeſty and your Wiſdoms, but we 
ſhould find greater favour then they did, whereas our Eftate.now is 
far more lamentable, 0 
And therefore we humbly and earneſtly crave of her Majeſty and 
your Lordſhips, both for our ſelves abroad, and for our Brethren now 
12 miſerable Captivity ; but juſt and equal Tryal, according unto her 
Majeſty's Laws, if we prove not our . Adverſaries tobe in « moſt Peſtilent 
and godlefi courſe, both in regard of their Offices, and their Proceedings 
in them, and our ſelves to te in the right way, we deſire net to have the 
benefit of her Majeſtyes true and faithful Suljefls, which of all earthly 
favours we account to be one of the preatefſt, Are we MalefaQors ? 
Are we any wiſe undutiful ynto our Prince? Maintain we any Er- 
rours ? Let us then be judicially convicted thereof, and delivered to 
the Civil Authority , but let not theſe bloody men both Accuſe, 
Condemn, and cloſly Murther after this fort, contrary to all Law, 
Equity and Conicicnce, where they alone are the Plantiffs, the Ac- 
cuſers, the Judges, and the Executioners of their moſt fearful and 
barbarous Tyraony. 
They ſhould not by the Laws of this Land go any further in Caſes 
of Religion, then their own Eccleſiaſtical Cen(ure, and then refer us 
to the Civil power ; their Fore-fathers Gardzer Bonner and Story dealt 
thus equally, ad we crave but this Equity : Oh let her Excellent Ma- 
—>jeſty our Soveraign, and your Wildoms conſider and accord unto 
this our juſt Petition ; for Streams of Innocent Blood are like to be 
fpilt in ſecret by theſe Blood-thirſty-men, except her Majeſty aad 
your Lordſhips, do take order with their moſt cruel and inhuman 
proceedings. 
We crave for all of us but the Liberty, either to die openly, or to live 
openly in the Land of our Nativity. If we deſerve death, it beſcemeth 
the Majeſty of Juſtice not to ſee us cloſely murthered, yea, ſtarved 
to death with hunger and cold, and flifled ia loathſome Dungeons ; © >> 
If we be guiltlels, we crave but the benefit ef onr Innecency, viz. 
That we may have peace to ferve our God and our Prince 1n the place 
of the Sepulcher of our Fathers. | 
Thus proteſting our Innocency, complaining of Violence and 
Wrong, and crying for Juſtice on the behalf, and on the name of 
that righteous Judge the God of Equity and Juſtice, we continue our - 
Prayers unto him for her Majeſty and your Honours, whoſe hearts 
P pP We 
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This com- We beſcech him to incline cowards this our meſt equal and juſt Suit, 
plaint was through CHRIST JESUS our Lord. 
Penned by And now 1 find that beſides many that ended their dayes in loath- 
H. {Barrows ſyme Priſons, there were fix exceuted, w ho (caled up their Teſtino- 
_ a m - nies with their blood, the fix that were executed arc rhc le, viz. Henry 
xt fora pus Barrow and Fobn Greenwood at Tyburx,Fohn Penry at 1 bomas a Waterings 
ofmy Au. Beet Lowdow, William Dewnis at Thetford in Norfolk, and C:ppin and 
thor. EVits at Edmwnds-Bory in Suffalk, | 

'  ] have here inlerted (as followeth) two Letters of Fohn Perry, 

which was all I could meet with; by which Letters the Reader may 
ſee what a Zeal and religious Courage was ftirringyo thele people at 
this diy. 


wt. tt. _ 


Fo the diftrefled Faithfid Congregation of Chriſt in London, azd all the 
probe x, oe Wy , 2 or 4 , theſe be delivered ; my 
beloved Brethren, M. F. Johnſon, M.D. M.S.M.S. M, G. LM. 
I. M. H. M, B. M. S.R. BM.R.M.K.N. B.M. B.I. M.N.P. 
W. C. P. A. my Brethren M.l. C,W, B.A. P.M. M.M. E.C. 
C. D. G; M. A.B. with the reft of you both men and women (as if 
particularly 1 named you all) which ſtand mentbers of this poor afflicted 
Congregation, whether at liberty or ty boy ds, Feſt: Chriſt that great 
King und Prince of the Kings of the Earth {eſs you, c0+.:/111 you with his 
#wvinceable Spirit, that you may be able :0 tear and 0: come theſe rreat 
Tryals which you are yet, and 1with you, if 111+ e to undergo for his 
Names ſake in this Teſtimony, 


Beloved, let us think our Lot and Portion more then bleed, that 
now are vouchſafed the favour not only ro know, and to proteſs, bur 
alſo to ſuffer for the ſincerity of the Goſpel ; and let us remember, 
rhat'great is our reward 1h Heaven, if we ecdure unto thc end ; I 
teftifie unto you for mine own part, as I ſhall anſwer before Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Ele& Angels, that I never ſaw any Truth more clear 
and undoubted, then this witneſs wherein we ftand; Firſt, Againſt 
falſe Ofhces.. Secondly, The callings. Thirdly, The works. Fourth- 
ty, The maintenanceleft and retained in this Land by and from Pope- 
Ty. Fifthly, Againſt the obedience which ſpiritually exher u+ Soul 
or in Body is yielded, and the commynion that is had with theſe in- 
ventions of darkneſs, Sixthly, The mingling of all forts in theſe Af- 
ſemblies. Sevexrhbly, The worſhip done but (cant in one of ihe three 
parts of the Commiſſion given by our Saviour, ſcant done, I ſay, in 
one of the three pafts of the Commitſſion by the beft Teachers of this 
Land; and I thank my God, Iam not only ready to be bound and 
baniſhed, buteven'to die in his Cauſe by his ſtrength 5 yea, my Bre- 
thren, I greatly long in regard of my (elf to be diſſolved, anc io live 

ache bleſſed Kingdom of Heaven with Jeſus Chriſt and his Angels, 
with Ade, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, Job, David, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, Pasl the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and with the r<ft of 
the holy Saints, both men and women, with the glorious Kings, = 
phets 
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phets and Martyrs, and Witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt, that have been 
trom the beginning of the World z particularly with my two dear 
Brethren: Maſter Henry Barrow, and Maſter Fohz Greenwood, which 
have laſt of all yielded their Blood for this pretious Teſtimony z con- 
iethng unto you, my Bretheren and Siſters, that if I might live up- 
on the Earth the [dayes of AMertbuſa/a twice told, and that in 
nolels Comfort then Peter , Fames and Fohy were . in the Mount, 
and after this lite might be fure of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
that yet togain all this I durſt not go from the former Teftimony ; 
wherefore, my Brethren, I beſecch you, be of like mind herein with 
me; I doubt not but you have the ſame pretious faith with me,and are 
Partakers alto of far more glorious Comfort then my barren and ſia- 
tul Soul can be , ftrive for me, and with me, that the Lord our God 
may make me, and all us, able to end our Cauſe with joy and pa- 
tience ; ſtrive allo, that he may ſtay his bleſſed hahd (if it be his 
good plealure) and not make any further breach in his Church, by 
the taking away of any more of us as yer, tothe diſcouraging of the 
weak, and the lifting up of the horn of our Adverſaries. I would 
indeed, if it be bis good pleaſure, live yet with you, to help you to 
bear that grievous arid hard Yoke, which yet yeare like to ſuftain 
cither herc,cr in a ſtrange Land: and my good Brethren, ſeeing Baniſh- 
ment, with loſs of goods is likely to betide you all, prepare your 
ſelves for this hard entreaty, and rejoyce that you are made worthy 
for CHRIST's Cauſe to ſuffer and bear all theſe things : AndIbe- 
{ſeech you in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, that none of you in this 
caſe look upon this particular Eſtate, but regard the general tate of 
the Church of God, that the ſame may go and be kept rogether whi- 
therſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to ſend you. Oh, the Blefling will be 
great that ſhall enſue this care;whereas,if you go every man to provide 


tor his own Houſe, and to look for his own Family,jfirſt negleQing 


poor Sien;the Lord will ſet his Face againft you,and ſcatter you from 
rhe one end of Heaven to the other, neither ſhall youtind a refting 
place for the Soles of your Feet, or a bleſſing upon any thing you 
take in hand, , 

The Lord, my Brethren and Siſters, hath not forgotten tobe gra- 
cious unto $70, youſhall yet find dayes of peace and reſt if you con- 
tinue faithful: This ſtanding and treading of us under kis feet, this 
ſubverting of ourcauſe, and right in Jutigmeant is done by him to the 
end that we ſhould ſearch and try our wayes, and repent us of our 
Carclefneſs, Prophaneneſs and Rebellion in his fight ; but he will yer 
maintain the Cauſe of our Souls, and redeem our lives, if we return 
to him, yea, he will be with us in Fire and Water, and will not for- 
fake us, if our Hearts be only and eſpecially of the Building of Zo, 
whicherloever we go. Let not thoſe of you then that either have 
Stocks in your hands, or ſome likely Tradesto live by, diſpoſe of 
your ſelves where it may be moſt commadious for your outward-E- 
ſtate, and in the mean time ſuffter rhe poor ones that have no ſuch 
means, either to bear the whole Work upon their weak Shoulders, 
or toend their dayes in ſorrow and mouraing for want of outward 
and inward comforts in the Land of Strangers; for the Lord "”— 
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be an Avenger of all ſuch dealings; but conſult with the whole 
Church, yea, with the Brethren 1n other places, how the Church 
may be kept together, and built whitherſoever they go z let notthe 
Poor and the Fricadle(s be forced to ftay behind here, and to break a 
good Conſcience for want of your ſupport and kindne(s unto them, 
that they may go with you : And here I humbly beſeech you, not in 
any outward regard, as I ſhall anſwer before:my God, that you would 
take my \poor and deſolate Widdow and my meſs of Fatherleſs and 
Friendleſs O rphans with you 1nto exile whitherſoever you go, and 
you ſhall fiad, 1 doubt fot, that the bleſſed Promiſes of my God made 
unto me and mine will accompany them, and even the whole 
Church for their ſakes ; for this alſo is the Lords Promile unto the ho- 
ly Seed, as you ſhall not need much to demand what they ſhall eat, 
or wherewith they ſhall be clothed, and in ſhort time I doubt not, 
but they will be found helpful, and not burthenſome to the Church , 
only I beſeech you, ler them not continue after you in this Land, 
where they muſt be inforced to go again unto «Egypt, and my God 
will bleſs you even with a joyful return unto your own Country for 
xt. There are you who I doubt not will be careful of the perform- 
ance of the will of your dead Brother in this point ; who may yet 
live to ſhew this kindneſs unto yours; I will ſay no more. Be kind, 
loving and tender-hearted the one of you towards the other, labour 
every way to encrealc Jove, and to ſnew the duties of love one of you 
towards 2nother, by viſiting, comforting and relieving one the other 
cven for the-reproach of the Heather that are round about us (as the 
Lord faith) Be watching in prayer ;, eſpecially remember thoſe of our 
Brethren, that are eſpecially endangered, particularly thoſe our two 
Brethren M. Studley and Robert Boule, whom our God hath ftrengthned 
now to ſtand in the fore-front of the Battel ; I fear me that our careleſ(- 
nels was over great to {ue unto our God for the lives of theſe two fo 
aotable Lights of his Church, who now reft with him, and that he 
rook them away for many reſpects, ſeeming good to his Wiſdom, ſo 
allo that we might learn to become careful 1n prayer in all ſuch cauſes; 
pray for them then, my Brethren, and for 'our Brother M. Fres, 
Fobnſon, and for me, who am likely toend my dayes either with them 
or before them, that our God may ſpare us unto his Church, if ic be 
his good pleaſure, or give us exceeding faithfulne(s, and be every way 
comfortable unto the Siſter and Wife of the dead. 

I mean unto my beloved M. Barrow and M. Greenwood, whomT 
moſt heartily (atute, and deſire much to be comforted in their God, 
whoby his Blefſings from above will countervail unto them the want 
of (o notable a Brother and Husband, I would with you earneſtly to 
write, yea, toſendif you may to comfort the Brethren in the We 
and North Countries, that they faint not in theſe Troubles, and that 
alſo you may have of their advice, and they of yours what to doin 
the(e deſolate times ; and if you think it any thing for their furthcr 
comfort and direQion, ſend them conveniently a Copy of this my 
Letter, and of the declaration of my Faith, and Allegiance, wiſhing 


them 
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not-had a Witneſs againſt them n any thing ; yea, I would wiſh you 
and them to be nile if you may, whitherſoever you ſhall be bani- 
thed, and to this purpoſe to bethink you before hand where to be, yea, 
* to ſend fome who may be meet te prepareyou ſome reſting place, and 
be all of you aſſured, that he who 1s your God in Exg/az4 will be your 
God in any Land uader the whole Heaven, for the Earth and the 
fulneſs thereof are his, and bleſſed are they that for his Cauſe are be- 
reaved of any part of the ſame, Finally, my Brethren, the eternal 
God ble{s you, and yours, that I may meet with you all unto my 
comfort in rhe blefled Kingdom of Heaven. 

'Thus having from my Heart, and witk tears performed (it may be) 
my laft duty towards you in this Life, I ſalute you all in the Lord, 
both men and women, even thoſe who I have not named as heartily 
as thoſe whoſe names I have mentioned, (for all your names I know 
not) And remember to ſtand ſtedfaſt and faithful in Jeſus Chrift, as 
you have received him unto your. Immortallity ; And he Confirm 
and Eſtabliſh you to theend for the praiſe of his Glory, Amen. The 
24h ot the 4th Moneth, (April) 1593. | 


Tour Loving Brother in the Patience and Sufferings of the Goſpel John 
Penry, a Witzeſs of Chriſt in this Life, and 4 Partaker of the Glory 
_ that ſhall be revealed, | 


I found alſo a Letter of the ſaid Pezry to his Wife, which being 
large, I have only inſerted ſome particular ſentences thereof, as fo]- 
loweth. 


To my beloved wife Ellinor Penry ,Partaker with me in thu life of the ſuf- 
ferings of the Goſpel is the Kingdom and patience of Feſus Chriſt, and 
reftin; with me in undoubred — of the glory that ſhall be revealed, all 
ſtrength and comfort with all other ſpiritual graces be multiplyed through 
Chriſt Feſus our Lord, 


I ſee my blood layd for (my Beloved) and ſo my dayes and Teſtimo- 
ny drawing to an end, for ought I know and therefore I think it 
my duty to leave behind me this Teſtimony of my love, towards ſo 
dear a Siſter and loving a Wife in the Lord, as you have been unto 
me.. Firſt then, I beſeech you, ſtand faſt in that Truth which you 
and I profeſs at this preſent in much outward diſcomfort and danger, 
let nothing draw you to be ſubje& to Antichrift, let your Soul and 
your Body befar from thoſe Aſſemblies which yield either known or 
ſecret ſubmiſſion unto the Ordinances of the Beaft. Oh ! our Souls 
are to rejoyce in theſe wayes more then in all Subſtance 2nd Trea- 
ſure, and the loving-kindneſs. of the Eternal is forever and ever 
towards them and thier Seed that remember his ordinances to do 
them. My dear Wife and Sifter, look not at any earth] thing, COn- 
ſecrate your ſelf wholely beth Soul, Body, Husband, Children, 
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be dearer unto you then his Worſhip and Service; fear not the 
wapt of outward things, for the Lord careth for. you and yours; 
the Lord is my God and yours, and the God of our Secd., if 
know if you and ofir poor Children continue, that they ſhall ſee.a 
blcfſed Reward even in this life be much and often in prayer day 
and night, and much in reading and meditating z above all things, 
pray that the Lord would reftore beauty unto his Church, and ſo 
would oyerthrow the curſed Religion of the Roman Anti-chriſt ineve- 
Ty part thereof; remember me alſo and my Brethren now 1n Bonds, 
that the Lord would afſift us with the ftrength and comfort of his 
Spirit, to keep a good Conſcience, and tobear a glorious Teftimony 
to the end; be not out of hope but I may be reſtored again unto yau, 
therefore be earneſt in prayer for my deliverance; yetif the Lord thall 
end my dayes in this Teſtimony, bleſſed be his Name z howſoever it 
goeth, I am ready and content with his goed pleaſure, and whatſo- 
ever ſhift you op rotary 3 our poor Children with you, that you may 
bring them up your ſelf in the Inftruftion. and Information of the 
Lord;lI leave you and them indeed nothing 1a thisLife,bur the bleſſing 
of my God ;- and this my Siſter, I doubt not, ſhall be found an ample 
Portion both for you and them, though you know that in hunger 
often, and cold often, in poverty and nakedneſs we muft make an 
account to profeſs the Goſpel ia this Lifez and teach them, I be- 
ſcech you, even now in their youth that Leſſon, 1f they will reign with 
Chriſt, they muſt ſuffer with him ; teach them the meannels of the Gol- 
pel, and that they are not to look for greataels in this Life, but eve- 
ry day to make account that they are to yield their lives, and what- 
oever they have for the Truth ; break their affeQtions betimes,while 
they are yer green, by InftruCtions and CorreCtions mect for them 
when they arecapable of handy labour I know you will not let them 
be Idle : Thus having disburdened my ſelf of my duty towards you, 
and of my care to you and your poor Children in ſome part, Iam,] 
thank God, in great comfort, though under great Tryals of my . 
weakneſs and conſideration of my own wats, not in regard of men, 
I fear not any power or ſtrength of man whatſoever, and Iam this 
hour willing to lay down my Life for my Teſtimony, and I truſt 
ſhall be unto the end ; you know I was taken at a Meeting at Rath ff 
rhe two and twenticth day of the third Moneth 15.32. and commitred 
cloſe by M. Yownge to the Powlery Counter, ſome dayes after,ſome were 
ſent privately to confer with me, I anſ{wered,for private Conference, 
inaſmach as my Cauſe was' made publick, I (aw no Cauſe why I 
ſhould yield unto any,. I defired publick upon equal conditions, they 
ſajd no, and after much needleſs ſpeech departed. 

'Upoa the fifth day of the fifth Moneth, 1 was ſent for tothe Seſſions 
Houſe, where after ſome diſcourſe I was (ent back again 5 I cannot ſee 
but they thirſt afrer my Blood, therefore pray for me, and deſire all 
the: Church to do the ſame. | 

| Todraw to an End,ſalute the whole Church from me, eſpecially 
thoſe in Bonds,and be you all much and heartily ſaluted inthe a 
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let none of you be diſmay2d, the Lord will ſend a glorious iſſue to S-- 
ons troubles; yet you mult all be prepared tor ſufferings, I ſee no 
other likelihood. 
Let not thoſe which are abroad miſs to frequent the holyMee- 
— - ſalute my Mother and yours in Wales, my Brethren, Siſters 
and Kindred there, and my God knoweth, yea, your ſelf knoweth, 
how earneſtly and often I have deſired that he would vouchſafe my 


ſervice in his Goſpel among them, to the winning of their ſouls for- 


ever more unto him ; ſalute your Parents and mine in Northampton, 
with my poor kinſman Fenkinz Fones, and 24. David allo, though I 
had not thought that any outward reſpets would have made him 
withdraw his Shoulders from the Lords wayes, but the Lord will 
draw him forward in his good time z ſalute all ours in Scer/and upon 
the Borders and every way Northward, eſpecially M. F#e/l, alwayes 
dear unto me I got means this day to write thus much, whereof ao 
Creature living knoweth. 

The ſixth of the fourth Moneth 1593. in great haſte, with many Tears, 
and yet inthe great Spiritual comfort of my Soul, your Husband, Joha 
Penry, a Witneſs of Chriſt againſt the Abominations of the Roman 
Antichriſt and his Souldiers; ſure of the Viitory by Blood of the Lamb, 


Theſe Puritans (luffered greatly alſo in King Fames his Reign, al- 
though the original Cauſe thereof, fo far as Ican perceive, Big not 
appear to proceed from the King, for in his Speech to the Parliament 
in theeighteenth year of his Reign, in the year 1620. He ſaid, © 4s 
© touching Religion, Laws enough are made already : It lands in two points, 
© Per ſwaſion, and Compulſion: Men mop per ſwade, but God muſt give the 
© bleſſing : Jeſuits, Prieſts, Puritans/and SeQtaries, erring both op che 
© right hand, and left hand, are forwardto per ſwade unto their own ends, 
© and ſo0uz ht you the Biſbops in your Example and Preaching; but Compulſi- 
© ox to obey us to bind the Conſcience. 

How much ſoever the King inclined to favour, the Reader ma 
underſtand by this following Relation, being the Copy of an Addret 
theſe people made to the King and Parliament, relating the great Op- 
prefſions they were under. | 


To our Soveraign Lord the Kings moſt Exeflent Majeſty, together with the 
honorable Nobility, K wiedes and Burgeſſes now Aſſembled #t the 
Hig h-Court of Parliament, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, Honors, Worſhips gratiouſly tore- 
ſpe& the humble Suit of Gods poor afflifted Servants,and wel!-1fteQt- 
ed loyal SubjeQs to your Highneſs and Honours, We are many of us 
conſtrained to live in Exile out of our native Country, others detain- 
ed in Priſons, all of us in ſome AﬀiCQtion, which the Prelates and 
Clergy of this Land have inflited upon us for our Faith in God,amd 
Obedisnce to the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : We have never 
to this day becn convinced'of Herelie, Errour or Crime, for which 

we 
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0. Bliz,.we ſhould ſuſtain rhe. great Calamities we have endured, The 
An. 1592 grounds of Chriſtian Religion profetſed and maintained, in this Land, 
Sx and other Churches round about , we alſo with one heart and Spirit 
| afſent unto and profeſs: Enemics we are to all Popery, Anabapriſtry 
or other Hereſie, Schiſm, Rebellion, Treaſon, or Fattion, and whatſo- 
ever<Me-is contrary tothe. wholſome DoGrine of the Goſpel, or the 
Proſperity and good eftate of this Realm; our only deſire is ſo to ſerve 
God as that we may pleaſe him with reverence and fear, abſtaining 
and keeping our Souls and Bodies from all remaants of the K:4r 
Religion, Idolatry, Impoſition, and vain will-worſhip, of what 
ſort ſoever : We witnels againſt the unlawful pompous Hierarchy 
and Prieſthood of this Nation, as utterly diſagreeing from the Te- 
ftament of Chriſt, and Miniftry there appointed, in their Offices, 
Callings , Adminiftrations , and- Lord-like Livings and Mainte- 
nance; againſt the confuſe prophane 4nd irreligious multitude 
of all ſorts of vitious Livers, baptized into, and retained in 
the Body of the Church of Ezg/ana, without voluntary profeſſion 
of, and holy walking inthe Faith of the Goſpel , againſt their man- 
ner of Worſhip and Service, by reading Prayers out of a Book, in- 
ſead of true Spiritual invocation on the Name of the Lord ; and 
briefly, againſt all their Popiſh Abuſes and Relicks of the man of fin 
whatſoever: And becauſe this our Teſtimony, maketh againſt the 
irregular Authority of the Prelates, reproveth their evil Actions, and 
diſproveth their Pomp, Stateline(s,. Rich Revenues, Stipends, &c. 
therefore have they in all hoſtile manner ſer themſelves] againſt us, 
Perſecuting us unto Bands, Exile, and Death it ſelf, reproact ing us 
as Schiſmaticks, Donatifts, Browniſts, Seditiows perſons, &c., though 
they' could never convince us of theſe, orany the like crimes , and 
though we have not ceaſed, neither by Gads Grace will ceaſe ro wiſh 
and procure good to their Souls and Bodies in the Lord ; now there- 
fore eur humble Requeſt is unto your Majeſty, Honours, and Wor- 
ſhips , that notwithſtanding theſe differences we may be ſuffered to 
return into our native- Country, there to live in Peace practizing the 
Faith of Chriſt, which we profeſs,and have long ſince let forth to the 
view of the World in our publick Confeſhon, wherein pone hitherto 
have ſhewed us any Error; and (ceing the People cf other Nations 
are by your Majefty and Honours ſuffered inthis Realm, though dit- 
fering from the Eccleſiaſtical ſtate of the ſame, we hope that your 
Highneſs Natural and Loyal SubjeQs, may find like favour at your 
hands ; for although we cannot but hold and Witneſs the Truth of 
God againſt the corruptions remaining , yet hold we in no wiſe law- 
ful for our ſelves or any SubjeQs to attempt the reforming or 2bo- 
liſhing of theſe, or any the like abuſes, for God hath committed the 
Sword into your Majeftics hand alone,who-in his time will perſwade 
(we truſt) your Royal heart to fulfil his will, and execute his Judg- 
ments upon the Remainders ef the Spiritual B«by/on, which will turn 
to as great Honour to God, Honour to your Majeſty, and good of 
this Realm, as the aboliſhing of Abbats, Munks, Friars, Maſs, Im:- 
. #ges, &c, hath turned heretofore, So the Lord of Lords and Ruler 
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of Rulers of the Earth will eſtabliſh your Crown and Kingdom unto 


Length of dayes ; and howſoeverthis our Suit ſhall be regarded, we 
will not ceaſe 1n all places of our Pilgrimage to pray for and procure 
the good of your Majeſty, your Honours, Worſhips, and all our 
Country, whom God Almighty bleſs with Long Life and Tappy 
dayes on Earth, and Crown with Everlaſting Glory in the highe 
Heavens, Amen. | 
I find that in the year 1604. in this Kings Reign, four Perſons 
were banithed the Land of England, after they had ſuffered three 
Monerths Impriſonment, for no other cauſe but eperating themſelves 
from the Church of £»2/azd, refuſing to Communicate JjoyNn or Per- 
rake with the ſame in their publick Miniſtry and Worſhip, reputing 
many correptions to be [till remaining amovgſt them,which were de- 
rived from Popery. | 
And thus, Ihave given an Account of ſuch as ſuffered, for Reli- 
2100 1n thoſe times, and now to conclude,l have this further to write, 
by what I have obſerved upon Hiſtories in ſeveral Ages, viz. That 
while any Peeple were under Suffering and Oppreſlien for theirCon- 
ſciences, endeavouring to lerve and worſhip God in that Way they 
believed to be moſt agreeable to the Scriptures of Truth then the 
publick Way eftabliſhed in the Kingdom ; whilft they travelled un. 
der this Bundage and Suffering they were low in their minds, and the 
Lord had regard unto them, for their hearts were tender, and the 
Lord appeared for them ; and now, when the Lord hag tryed this 
People, and at laſt put Power inte their hands, and raiſed them as it 
were from a low eſtate, they ſoon forgot his kind dealings with 
them , as for Example, the Independants and Presbyterians, ſome of 
whom I have ſcen, neer forty years ſince, dregged out of their Mee- 
tings in private Houles, and their Cloathes tore, and their Faces co- 
vered (as it were) withdirt, and their blood fpilt ; and in this ſuffer- 
ing condition they made many Covenants and Yowes to the Lord, 
but this very People afterwards coming into Places of Authority,and 
killing, and taking Poſleſfion, got themſelves into the High-Places 
of the Earth, and ſoon forgot their time of deep Sufferings z and be- 
ing exalted into Goverment, they tread in the ſame ſteps thoſe had 
trodden that were their great Perſecutors, and then they turn'd as 
riggid Perſecutors, if not worſe, then thoſe they had turned ut, as 
witneſs the Innocent Blood they ſhed both'in O/d-Enmgleand and New, 
whoſe Cruelty (under the Viſor of a more righteous Cloak) is too 
large here to inſert, but will be matter ſufficient for another Yolum | 
and thereforeI here cenclude this, F 
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ACCOUNT 


OF THE: 


Juſt Iudgments of God 


INFLICTED UPON 


PERSECUTORS 


Wherein 15 ſhewed 


The Wicked Lives and moſt Horrible Llntimely 
Deaths of many of the Perſecutors of Old . Collected out 
of Ancient Hiſtories, and our of the Scriptures. 


CHAP. I. 


The remarkable and righteous Fudements, of God which have te- 
faln ſeveral Perſecutors for Conſcience ſake, mentioned 
inthe Old Teſtament. 


He Old Serpent the Devil, who was the firſt Perſecutor for 
Righteouſgeſs ſake that ever was in the World, who for 
that very cauſe hath hunted after the blood of the Saints, 

even from the beginning unto this day, was for his Perſecution cur- - 

ſed of God above all Creatures, Gez, 3- 14. 

Cain perſecuted his godly Brother tet until Death, and that for 
no other cauſe, but for Righteouſneſs ſake, even becauſe his own 
works were Evil,”and his Brothers Good and Righteous, 1 Fohs 3. 
12. Was therefore curſed of God with a bitter cvrie, even from the 
Preſence of God, and from the Earth,and made a Fugative and Vaga- 
bond in the Earth, yea, ſo great was his puniſhment, that he ſaid, r 
ws greater then he could bear, Gen. 4.11, 12, 13. 

{ was another Pexſecutor,tor he was a Mocker of his Brother 

4 ſac, the true Seed of God, and therefore was caſt out with his Mother 

out 
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out of the Family of the Fairhful,that he might have nv par: ia the 1a- 
heritance in the true Seed, unto whom the Promiſe was made, Ger. 
13.9,10,11, 

Joſeph's Brethren were puniſhed by Famine and Diſtreſs, who per- 
ſecured their righteous Brother Joſeph, in that they hated him, and 
ſold'him for tweaty pieces of Silver to che JÞmzelites, as is conteſt and 
acknowledged by chemlelves to be juftly come upan thei for that 
thing ; we are very guilty. (2y they one to another, concerning our Bro- 
ther, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his Soul, when he Leſought , and we 
world not hear ; therefore i th: Diſtreſs come upon vs, and Ruben anſwer- 
cd them, ſaying, Space 1 not unto you, ſaying, Do not fin againſt the 
Chiid, ans ye would not hear , therefore, behold alſo his blood is required, 
Gen, 37. 4. 28, 

King Pharaoh and the eEzyptians, the great Perſecutors of the 


Children of 7/rael, who kept chem long in Captivity in eAgzpr the Þ, 


Houſe of Bondage, who by all the Wiſdom they had ftuddied how 
to Vex and Torment them by Task-Maſters, to AﬀMiQ them by Bur- 
thens, and make them ſerve with Rigour, and thereby made 
their Lives moſt bitter unto them with heard Bondage in Mortar and 
Brick, 106 bz made without Straw, and yet cxaGting, upon them the 
full tail of Bricks, as when they had Straw ; and - econ of them, 
if they did not fulfil the number of their wonted daily Task , and 
laſtly by commanding all their Male-Children to be {Jain and killed, 
and would not let them go to do Sacrifice unto the Lord their God ; 
but tor all this they did not go unpuniſhed, but the- Lord molt juſtly, 
and moſt (everelly puniſned them for all their Cruelty and Wicked 
Perſecution : For Firft, their Watcr was all turned into Blood, inſo- 
much that their Fiſh died, and they themſelves could not driak of 
it: Secondly, They were plagued with Frogs in their Houſes and in 
their Chambers, in their Beds, in their Ovens, and in their knee- 
ding-troughs, and upon himſelf and his People. Thirdly, Their 
Duſt was turned into Lice, and they were upon Man and Beatt, and in 
their Houſes, and they covered the Ground, Forrthly, They were 
plagued with ſwarms of Flies in like manner, Fiftbly, With the 
Myrrain among their Reaſts, Sixthly, With Blaines and Boyles up- 
on man and Beaſt, Seventhly, With grievous Hail mingled with Fire, 
killing men and Beaſt, that it fell upon, and every Herb of the Ficld 
throughout the Land, and every Tree. Eighthly, With grievous Lo- 
cufts, which wear over all the Land, covering the Face of the whole 
Earth, ſo that the Land was Darkened, and they did cat every Herb 
of the Land, and all the Fruit of the Trees which the Hail had left. 
Ninthly, With thick Darkneſs over all the Land geven darkneſs that 
may be felt, for three dayes together, ſo that they ſaw not one the 
other, neither roſe any from his place for three dayes; but the Chil- 
dren of 1ſrae/ had light in their dwellings all the while. Texrhly, 
The Lord did cut off all the Firſt-born in the Land, from the Firft- 
born of Phareob, thar fits upon the Throne, to the Firſt-born of the 
Maid-Servant that was behind the Mill, and all the Firſt-horn of 
Beaſts. Then, Leffly, the Lord drowned them all inthg midit of the 

Rea-Sea, 
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Red-Sea, even Pharzohy and all the «Egyptians, with all their Cha- 
riots and Horſe-men, and all his Hoft; 1o as there remained not cne 
of them. Thus was the Judgment of God executed upon czuel Per- 
ſecuting Pharaoh, and all the eA gyptians. ® 

The Wicked King $56, who fold himſelf to work Wickedneſs, 


a great Perſecutor any Hater of good 24icah, a true Prophet of the 


King Abab* Lord, who! for ſpeaking the truth in the Name of the Lord, when 


cotumanded by the King fo to do, though it were againſt the King 
himſelf, wasfor that-by him commanded to be put in Priſon, and fed 
with Bread and Water of AﬀiCtion, and ſuffered him to be ſmitten 
on the Face by Zedekiah in his preſence without reproof, was at laſt 
met with by the hand of Juſtice and true Judgment, according to the 
word of the Lord, ſpoken by the ſaid Prophet , for he was ſlain in Bat- 
tel by a Dart ſhot out of a os at venter, which ſmote him,the King of 
Iſrael, between the joynts of the harneſs, whilſt he was in his Cha- 
riot,and was fain to be carried out of the Battel, and at Evening about 
Sun-ſet he died, 2 Chroz, 18. 7, 26, 33, 34- 

Fezabel that curfed Woman, md great Perſecutor of the Saints, 
who flew and cut off many of the Prophets of the Lord, who 
cauſed Naboth to be acculed falſly of Blaſphemy, that ſo he might 
be Stoned to Death,as he was , ſo that King 4h4b her Husband,who 
thrifted for poor Nabotbs Vineyard might take poſſeſſion thereof, as 
hedid. She threatned the man of God and Prophet of the Lord 
Elijah, in Swearing by her Gods, She would cauſe him to be ſlain by to 
worrow this time, and make bis life as the life of one of the Prophets of 
Baal which he had ſlain, was moſt juſtly rewarded at the Hand of the 
Lord, according as the Prophet of the Lord Elijah had aforetold ; 
who ſaid, the — q ſhould eat Fezabel by the Wall of Fezree/, which 
was the very Wall of Naboth's Vineyard, which ſhe cauſed to be taken 
moſt wickedly from him, as aforeſaid ; for when ſhe reckoned with 
her ſelf to ſet out her ſelf in the moſt ſumptious-manner ſhe could, 
to the liking of the King, by triming and decking her ſelf, by paint- 
ing her Face,and tiring her Head,tolook out of the Window upon the 
King ; then did _ Febu command her to be thrown down out of 
the Window ; and ſo they threw her down out of the Window, and 
ſhed her bloed, and trampled her under their Feet; and when he 
would have buried this curſed Woman, as he called her (becauſe ſhe 
was a Kings Daughter) they found that the Dogs had lickt up her . 
Blood, and had caten her Fleſb, {o that there remained only her Skull, 
her Feet, and the Palmes of her Hands: Then ſaid the King, when 
he heard of it, This makes good the Word of the Lord which he ſpake by 
hi Servant Elijak@ the Tiſlbite. ſaying, 1» the Portion of Terxreel, 
fhall Dogs eat the Fleſb of Jezabel, and the Carkaſs of Jezabel ſhall be xs 

Dung upon the Face of the Fields in the Portion of Jezreel ; ſo that they 
ſhall not ſay, this is Jezabel, 1 King, 18. 4, 13. 1 Kings 21. 8,16, 21, 23. 
2 Kings 9. 33, 36, 37» | 


- King Yo«ſh. King Foaſb whenhe began to Reign Ryled well, and ſo continued 


while he had good Councellors about him ; but when he began to 
hearken - unto eyil Councellors, viz. The Princes of Fudab, (his 
chief 


upon Perſecutors his of People. 
chief good Councellor Fehoids th Prieft beingQead) and took their 
evil C S 7 


ouncil, they drew away is Heart and miclined it to Idolatry, 
and to Perſecution , ſo that when Zachariab (the Son of Fehoida) came 
to him fromthe Lord, being filled-with the Spirit,to bear Teſtimony a- 
gainſt him and their /4olzry,and againft his and their Tr74a»ſgreſſions,and 
to reprove him and them oe it;they conſpired againſt him,and Stoned 
him with Stones at the Commandment of the King, in the Court of 
the Houſe of the Lord, and ſlew him z but the Lord ſoon, according 


unto this good mans Prayer at his Death, lookt wpon this evil, and 
required 1t at his and their hands by executing Judgment upon the 
King and his evil Councellors ; for at the end of that Year the Lord 
ſeat the Hoſt of 4ſſyri« againſt him,even but a ſmall Company ,a1d de- 
ſtroyed all the Princes of the People (the Kimgs evil Councellors firft) 
from among the People, and ſent the ſpoil of them to rhe King of 
Damaſcus, and delivered a very great Army into their hands, Becauſe 
they had forſaken the Lord God of their Fathers , and ſo they executed 
Judgment againſt Fosſþ the King; and when they had departed from 

. him, having left him in great Diftreſs, by reaſon of great Diſeaſes, his 
own Servant conſpired againſt him, for the blood of the Sons of Fe- 
hoida, and ſlew him on his Bed that he died, 2 Chroy, 24. 


-- Hgn:1n the Perſecutor,who perſecuted Mordecai,becauſe he would Proud Ha: 
not bow unto him, and do him reverence according to the Kings me Perſez 
Command, who therefore ſought ro deſtroy all the Fews that were Utor. 


in the Kingdom, promiſing to pay into the Kings Treaſure ten thou. 
ſand Talents of Silver, if he would grant his Writing for their De- 
ſtruion, unto which the King conſented co ; and in the mean time 
Haman bailds a Gallows fifty Cubits high to hang 2oraecat upon, for 
not moving. nor riſing up, nor doing reverence unto him ; but the 
Righteous God.the Judge of Heaven and Earth,who ſeeth all things, 
ſoon overtook this Perſecutor, in his furious Pride and Blocd-thirfti- 
neſs, and put a ftop to his intended Perſecution by turning the Kings 
Heart againſt him, by the interceſſion of Efthey the Queen, whereby 
he came to be hanged himſelf upon the ſame Gallows he had (et up 
for Mordecai the Few, Eſther 3. 


Nebuchadnezzar that Proud Perlecuting King of Babylon and Cal» Nebuchag. 
dea, how did the Lord humble him for his pride and cruelty exergi- nezarhum- 
ſed towards the three Children, in cafting then into the Fiery- bled 


Furnace, which he cauſed to be heat ſeven times hotter then ordin 
for them, becauſe they would not Worſhip the Golden Image whic 
he bad (et up, by renting his Kingdom from him, and driving him 
from Men, and making his dwelling with the Beaſts of the Field, 
and to eat graſs as an Ox, till ſeven times paſt ove*him, and that his 
hands grew like Eagles Feathers, and his nails like Birds Clawes, 
that he and all might know that the Lord only changes times and 
ſeaſons, and Rules the Kingdoms of men, and giveth to whomſocever 
he will, and that his Wayes, Works and Judgments are Truth (as he 
afterwards confeſſed) and that thoſe that walk in pride, he is able to 
abaſe, Dez, 3. x4. to the 18th verle. | 
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The Execu- Thoſe choſen menyzthat were thy. moſt mighty men of all thatKing 
tioners exe- Nebuchadnezar had m his whole Army, that were the appointtd 
cutsed. Executioners of the Kings cruelgy,-in fulfilling his Commands, in 
binding the three Childrea, and caſting them into the burning Fiery 
Furnace, ſoon taſted the juſt Judgment of God for their frowardneis 
to obey. ſuch,commands of cruelry, for the flames of the Fire ſlew 
' thoſe men that took the three Children up, while the Saints of the 
moſt high, themſeJves, thaugh bound in their Coats, Hoſen, Hats 
and other Garments, being caſt into the midft of the burning Fiexy 
Furnace, where they fell down boung into the midſt of it, yet up- 
_ on- their Bodies che Vire had no power, nor was one hair of their 
head ſinged, neither were their Coats changed, nor the {mell of Fire 
paſt on them, Das. 3. 20. 

The Pref Thoſe Preſidents and Princes of Medis and Perſsa,that were the Per- 
Sw a  ſecutors of Daniel (in King Dariws his time) that ſought the occaſions 
Priaces of £9 find ſomething againft Dazied, that they might accule him to the 
AMediaang King concerning the Kingdom , but could find no cccafion nor 
Perſca. fault, foraſmuch as he was Faithful, neither was there any error or 

| fault found in him, fave only in that matter, concerning the Law of 

his God, againſt whom, that they might have ſomething againſt him 
in that matter alſo, they are conftrained to procure a Degree, "that 
whoſoever ſhall ask a Petition of any God or Man tor three dayes, 
fave only the King, he ſhould be caſt into the Den of Lions, which 
he the ſaid Dexze/ (even as they thought) would not obey.z but im- , 
mediatcly as ſoon as he he underſtood it was ſigned, he went into his 
Houſe, his Windows being opened in his Chamber towards Feruſa- 
lem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a Cay, and prayed, and 
gave thanks before God, as he did before time , for which rhoſe men 
aforeſaid, accuſed him before the King, by whoſe means, accordi 
to the ſaid Decree, he was caſt into the Lions Den, but God ſent his 
Angels, and ſhut the Lions Mourthes, that they could not hurt him, 
for no manner of hurt was found upon him, becauſe he was Innocent, 
and believed in God , but his Perſecutors ſoon felt the juft and righ- 
teous hand of God upon them, for their ſo wicked perſecuting rhe 
Innocent for Conſcience lake, for the King commanded thoſe men to 
- - be brought, that had accuſed Daniel, and oy caſt them, their Wives 
and their Children into the Lions Den, and the Lions had the Maſtery 
of them, and break all-rheir bones in pieces ere they came to the bot- 
tom of the Des. o_ 6. - , . YE | 
. . King Aztiochu,ſurnamed Epiphanes,a grcat Perſecutor of the Fews, 
mY yore: who commitred great Evils it Fereſalew, and took all the Veſſels of 
Gold and Silver that were therein, and ſent to deſtroy the Inhabi- 
tants of Fudes, without a cauſe, and as himſelf confeiled, who in 
a Proud and inſoleat manner proteſted he would make Feruſalem 2 
common burying place, and the Streets thereof run with the blood 
of Gods People, was by Gods juſt Judgment plagued with a grie- 
vous ſickneſs, having a remedileſs pain in his Bowels, and an intole- 
rable Torment ia his inward parts, his Body bred abundance of 
Worms, which continually crawled out of the ſame, yea, he P 
rOtte 
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up n 'Perſecutors of his People. 


— 


rotted above ground, that by reaſon of an intolerableſtink, no man 
could endure to come neer him, neither could he himſelf endure the 
fame z but in a flood of extream Miſery ended his dayes, which, as 
he confeſſed, came upon him, for the evil aforeſaid ; ſee the Life of 
Tud ts Maccabees in Clarkes Martrol. page 13. as alſo the firſt Book of 
Maccabees, Chap. 1, 10. and Chap. 6,8, &c. 

Sennacrib King of Aſſyris, the great Oppreſſor and Perſecutor of 
Iſrael and Judah, and horrible blaſphemer and reproacher of the Li- 
ving God (the God of 1ſrae/ and Fudah, though they were left of him 


Sennacrib 
King of 4/- 


ria mur- 


for a time for their forſaking him, and falling co Idelatry) and a great qo by 


is own 


Defyer of him by the Mouth of wicked Rebſbakerh, boaſting and Sogs. 


threatning what he would do unto Fersſalem, and unto the men in it, 
viz. he would make themear. their own Dung, and drink their own 
Piſs, was by the juſt Judgment of God, in the midſt of his Pride, 
diſappointed of his wicked purpoſe; for the Lord ſent his Angel into 
rhe Camp of Aſſris, and flew 1n one night of his men one hundred 
fourſcore and hve thouſand, ſo that when they aroſe wy in the 
Morning, behold,they were all dead Corpſes ; and the Kiog himſelf, 
though returning to Nizeveh, nor long after, as he was worſhipping 
of his God in the houſe of N:iſroch, two of his Sons, named Aarame- 
lech and Sperexer, {mote him with the Sword that hedicd, 2 Kings 
1 8, &C. 

The Afſrian, who was the great and ſtour hearted Perſecutor and 
Oppreſlor of the Saints, who removed the Bounds of the People, and 


The Afr: 
«n puniſh- 
ed 


robbed them of their Treaſures, and deftroyed and cut off oy 44 


Nations, and took them for a prey, and divided the ſpoil thereof, 
and trod them down like mire in the Streets, and then boaſted of it 
when he had done, ſaying, ll this have I done by the ſtrength of mine 
. own hana, and by mine own wildem I have put down the Inhabirants 
like a valiant man, and T have found out the riches of the People as 
a Neſt, and gathered it as men gather Eggs that are left, boaſting, 
how there was none that moved the Wing, or opened the Mouth, 
or-pceped, when as indeed in all this he was but the Rod of Gods an- 
ger and the Lords Indignation was the ſtaff in his hand, he being ſent 
of him to an hypocritical Nation (as the People of 1774e/ then was) 
to the end that they might repent and be amended, and had it there- 
fore given him in charge ſo to do ; howbeit, in all this, in regard he 
did what he did upon no ſuch account as the Rod of Gods anger, nor 
unto no ſuch end as their purging and purifying, neither did he mean 
ſo, nor yet was it in his heart to think ſo, .but he did what he did out 
of a murderous and perfecuting nature,it being in his heart to deftroy 
and cut off Nations, not a few , therefore ſee how the juſt Vengeance 
of God is threatned againſt him for it) wherefore it ſhall come to paſs 
(faith the Lord) that when the Lord hath performed his whole work 
upon Mount. Sz, and on Feraſalem,that I will, faith the Lord, puniſh 
the fruit of the ſtour heart of the King of Aſſyris, and the glory of his 

| high looks, and mine \anger ſhall ceaſe in his deftruQtion, and the 
Pride of Aſſyris ſhall be brought down the Lord of Hoſts hath ſworn, 
ſaying, ſurely as I have thought, 1o ſhall it come to pals, wig br I 
ave 
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have purpoſed, fo ſhall it ſtand , that I will break the Aſſrias in my 
Land, and upon my Mountains tread him under foot, 1ſa. 24.24, 25. 
who had before trod down his People unger his feet, and this 15 the 
purpoſe which the Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed concerning the Afſy- 
riax, and who ſhall diſſanul it , and his hand is ftretched out, and who 
ſhall turn it back ? 

Ic is very remarkable alſo to ſee and conſider all along the Scrip- 
tures, how exceeding jealous the Lord hath ever been over his Peo- 
ple and Children for good, and how very watchful, and tegder he 
hath been over them, leſt any ſhould wrong them, or any way hurt 
them ; and how ready he hath alwayes been to revenge the leaſt in- 
jury done unto them, either by word or dead , yea, the Lord hath 
kept rhem as 4»ſes confeſſed, as the Apple of his own Eye, and hath 
at cert4in times rebuked all their Enemies for them before their faces, 

R ſo faith the ?Pſa/mift, he ſuffered no man, faith he, rodo them wrong z 
yea, he reproved Kings for their ſakes, ſaying, Touch not mine Anojn- 
ted, do my Prophets no harm, for he that toucheth them toucheth 
the very Apple of his Eye, Zeph. $3. 8. The Truth of which this tra 
hath plearitully proved,- and now there remainerh to ſhew from 
Scripture, as well as from Hiſtory, how ready the Lord hath ever 
been, and till is, to revenge upon whole Kingdoms and Nations, 
as well as upon particuler Perſons, all Injuries done unto hisSryants 
and Children ; as for Example 

The Amo. The 4monites, becauſe they did but fay Aha, againſt the Sanctu- 

vicesfor ary of the Lord, when it was prophaned, and againſt the People'of 
faying,Aba. 1ſrae/, and their Land, when it was defſolate, and againſt the Houſe 
of F«dah when they went into Captivity z ſee in what manner the 

Jorgmonts of the Lord werethreatned againft them, behold there- 

ore, ſaith the Lord, 7 will deliver thee to the men of the Eaſt, fora 

Poſſeſſion, and they ſhall ſer their places inthee, and make their dwellings 

in thee , they ſhall eat thy Fruit, they ſhall drink thy Milk ;, and 1 will 
make Rabbah, which was the Royal City, and. Seat of the King (where his 

great Iron Bed-(fead flosd, Deut, 3.11. 2 Sam. 12. 26, 30. called t 

City of Waters for pleaſantaeſs) a Stable for Camels, andthe AmonitEs 

 couching place for Flocks, and ye ſhall kzow that I am the Lord, Ezck, 
25+ 33 435+ - 

Again, the Amenites,becauſe they clapped their Hands, and ſtamp- 
ed with their Feet, and rejoyced in their Heart, with all their deſpite 
againſt the Land and People of 77a; therefore, thus faith the Lord, 
Becauſe thou haſt done ſo, behold therefore, 1will firetch out my hand upon 
thee, and will deliver thee for a ſpoile t9 the Heathen, and 1 will cut thee 


off from the People, and will cauſe thee to periſh out of the Countries, Twill 
deſtroy thee , and thow ſhalt kniw thit I am the Lord, Ezek, 25. 
6, 7 | | 


XMoab and Seir, becauſe they did but ſay, Behold the Houſe, the 
Houſe of Judah # like unto all the Heathen , therefore behold, ſaith the 
Lord, 1 will open the fide of Moab from the Cities, frombis Cities which 
are in bis Frontiers, the Glory of the Country Bethjeſhimoth, Baalmeoa 
4rd Kiriathain wnto the menof the Eaff, with' the famonites , andwill 
give 


upon Perſecutors of bis People. 
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give them in Poſſeſſion, that the Amonites may ot be remembred among 


the Nations, and 1 will execute Fudgment upon Moab, «nd they ſhalt. 


know that Iam the Lord, Ezek. 25 .8, 9. | 

Edom for revenging themſelves againſt Z#d4h, therefore, thus ſaith 
the Lord, Becauſe that Edom hath dealt againſt rhe Houſe of Judah, by 
taking Vengeance, «n1 hath greatly offended, and revenged bimſelf upon 
them, therefore.thus ſaith the Lord God,1will alſs ftretch owt mine hands 
upon Edom, and will cut off Man and Beaft from it, and will make tt 
acſolate from Teman, and they of Dedan ſhall fal! by the Sword, 1 will 
lay my Vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my People Iſrael, au they fball 
do in Edom according to mine Anger, and according to my Fury, and they 
[hall know my Vengeapce, faith the Lord God. 


Tyrws, tor ſaying but Aha againſt Fer»ſalem, 1 ſhall be repleniſhed, | 


now ſhe is laid waſte and is broken to pieces,that was the Gates of the 
People; therefore, thus faith the Lord God, Behold Iam againſt 
chee, O Tyrw, and will cauſe many. Nations to come vp againſt 


thee, as the Sea cauleth his Waves to come upy and they ſhall de- , 
ſtroy the Walls of Tyr, and break down her Towers, Iwill allo : 
ſcrape her Duſt from her, and make her like the top of a Rock. it | 
thall be a,place for the ſpreading of Nets 1n the midſt of the Sea, 


for I have ſpoken it, ſaith the Lord God, and it ſhall become a ſpoil to 
the Nations; and her Davghters which are in the Field ſhall be 
ſlain by the Sword, and they ſhall know that I am the Lord , for 
thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, 1will bring upon Tyr Nebuchad- 
nezar King of Babylon,a King of Kings from the North, with Horſes, 
and with Chariocs, and with Horſmen, and Companies, and much 
People : In a Word, the Lord threatens her to be Deſtroyed with 
a ſore Deſtruftion by Var, from a potent and mighty Army, who 
ſhall beſicge her, and raife Forts and Mounts againſt her, and lift 
up Axes, and Bucklers, and Epgines of War againſt her, and break 
down her Walls and her Towers, and tread down her Streets, and 
ſlay her People by the Sword, and raze her Garriſons to the ground, 
and make ſpoile of her Riches, and a prey of her Merchandize, and 
deſtroy her pleaſant Houſes, and lay her Stones, Timber and Duſt 
inthe midſt of the Waters, and cauſe the noiſe of her Songs, and 
her Hurps to ceaſe, and be utterly Deſtroyed, never to be built more ; 
for I the Lord have ſpoken it, faith the Lord God; in{amuch that 
the Iſles ſhall ſhake at the ſound of her fall, when the wounded cry, 
when the Slaughter is made in the midſt of her, and the Princes of 
the Sea ſhall come down from their Thrones, and lay away their 
Robes, and put off rheir Imbroidered-Garments, and cloth them- 
ſelves with Trembling, and fit upon the ground Trembling atevery 
Moment,and be aftonithed at kerzand they ſhall take up a Lamentatiog 
for ker, and (ay unto her, How art thou deſtroyed that waſt inha- 
bited of Sea-fearing men, the renowned City which was ſtrong 1n 
the Sea, and the Iſles ſhall tremble at her fall, and thelfles of the Sea 
be troubled at her departure, when ſhe ſhall be made a deſolate City, 
and be brought down into the Pit,and be aterror unto qd | - 
T tt a 
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' thall be. no more, though ſhe be ſought for, yet ſhall the never be 


x* 


found again, faith the Lord, Ezek. 2,6, 27, & 28, Chapters. 

Eypyps and Pharaoh the King thereof, becauſe they have been a Staff 
ofR:ed to the Houſe of 1ſrae/, when they took: hold of thee Ly the 
haud, thou didſ{t break, and rent all their Shoulder, and when they 
leaned upon thee, thou brakeft, and madeſt all their loyns to be at a 
ſtand : Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, Bchold, Iam againſt 
thee Pharaoh King of JE-ypr, the great Dragon that lyethin the 
midſt. of his Rivers , which hath ſaid , my Rivers' are my 


* own, andTIhave made it fer my ſelf: but I will put hooxes to thy 
t 


Fews, and Iwill cauſe the Fiſh of thy Rivers to ſtick unto thy Scales, 
and 1 will leave thee thrown into the wildernels, thee, and all the 
Fiſh of thy Rivers z thou ſhall fall upon the open Feilds, thou ſhall 
not 'be'brought together nor gathered , I have given thee for meat to 
the Beaſts of the Field, and to the Fowles of the Heaven ; and all the 
Inhabitants of Egype (hall know that I am the Lord : and becauſe thou 
haſt been a Staff of Reed to the houſe of 1ſrael!, &c. thereture thus 
faith the Lord God, behold, Lwill bring a Sword upon thee, ard 
cut off Man and Beaſt out of thee; and the Land, of Egypt ſhall be 
deſolate, and they.thall know that I am the Lord, Ezet. 29, 2, &c. 

Mownt Seir, becauſe thou haft had a perpetual hatred,and haft ſhed 
che Blood of the Children of 1ſrae/ by the force of the Sword, 1n the 
time of their Calamity, in the time that their Iniquity had an end ; 
cherefore, thus ſaith the Lord Ged, behold, O Mount Seir, I am' 
againſt thee, and I will ftretch out mine hand againſt thee, and I will 
make thee moſt deſolate ; Iwill lay thy Cities waſte, thou ſhalt be 
deſolate, and thou ſhalt know that Iam the Lord ; asTlive, faith the 
Lord God, I will prepare thee unto Blood, and Blocd ſhall perſue 


- thee ; thus will I make AMouzxt Seir moſt defolate, and cut off trom it 


him that paſſeth out, and him that returneth , and I will fill his 
Mouncains with his (Jain Men ia thy Hills, and in thy Valleys, and 
;8 all thy Rivers ſhall they fall that are ſlaig with the Sword, and I 
will make thee a perpetual deſolation, and thy Cities ſhall nct return, 
and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, Ezek. 45. 3, 4. &c. 
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CH AP, II. 


Several Remarkable Fudgments of God, which have befallen ſeveral Per- 
ſecutors for Conſcience ſake. from Chrifts time until the end of the Ten 
firs Perſecutions, uuder the perſecuting Roman Emperors. 


King Hired [#4 the great (ſo called) the great Perſecutor of Chriſt, who 


; that he might kill Chriſt in the Cradle, ſent and flew all the 
Children in Betblex from two years old and under, who afterwards, 
as Hiſtory relates, being given up of God to wickednels, ſlew his 
own . Wife, and Children, and neerei{t Kindfolks, ang familiar 
Friends ; but it was not long but the remarkabl : Judgment of God 

met 
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met with him, for he was ſmitten of God with a grievous ſicknels, 
VIZ, a Fire was kindled in his inward parts, a rotting in his Bowels, 
a grievous flux in his. Fundament, a moiſt running humor in his Feet, 
and the like about his Bladder, and his privy Members ingendring a- 
boundance of Worms, which continually (warmed out z he had al- 
ſo throughout all the parts of his Body, ſucha violent Cramp as 
humane {trength was notable to endure,who ſeeking to end his dayes 
by laying violent hands upon himſelf, was prevented by his Friends, 
and (o at length in extreame miſery, he ended his wretched lite; ſee 
Clarkes Gen. Martyrol, Page 26, | 

That wicked Herod the leſs, Murtherer of John the Baptiſt and con- Heyed the 
demner of, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who putting away his own wife, Tetrarch. 
rook her Brother Philips wite,was himſelf and this inceſtuous Herodias 
c,ndemned to perpetual Baniſhment to Yienns 10 France by Caſar 
Calizuls then Emperor, where they both died miſerably, ſee 4s and 
10a, Page 50. 

Fudws Iſcarict that grand Traytor,and falle Diſciple of Chriſt, who pda Fſco: 

after he had moſt wickedly berrayed his Lord and Maſter, and ſold rier. 
him for thirty pieccs of Silver to the Fews, to be Crucified ; he af- 
_ tzrwards, when he law that Chriſt was condemned, brqught again 
the thirty pecies of Silver to the Prieſts and Elders, and caſt them 
into the Temple, and crying oyt thorow horror of Conſcience, ſaid, 
] have ſinned, in that I have betrayed Innocent Blood, and then 
went furth and hanged himſelf, and falling headlong he bruſt 
aſunder in the midſt, fo that all his Bowels guined out, Aarrh. 
27+ 3, 433» 

f--4 that wicked Governor, under whom Chriſt was Crucih- pyarethe 
cd, in the daycs of Tiberius Nero, then Emperor, through the juſt Governour. 
puniſhment of Gods was firſt apprehended, and accuſed at Rowe. and | 
depoſed,and then baniſhed to the Town of Lyons at length killed him- 
ſelf, 4Xs ard or. page 50. 

Caiph.ss, that wicked high Prieſt, that (ate upon the Judgment Caiphes the 
Seat, and condemned Chrift, was in the reign of the Emperor Ceſar high Prieft. 
Cal 'gula removed from his HigF-Prieſts Office and Cid nor long after 
eſcape with his life. As and Mon, pag. 50. 

Tibert 15 Ceſar, who wasallocalled, Tiberixzs Nero, under whoſe Tiberius 
Raign a':d Goverment Chriſt himſelf ſuffered, was poiloned tv death, Ceſar. 


hed*vhat. 2lthe People of Roe had but one Neck, that he g#4z. 
might ar his ure deſtroy them at once, was cut off by the hands 
of a Tribune and others, being {In when he had raigned but four 
years. ibid, t 
Claudius Nero, of whom it is ſaid, that he Ruled thirtcen years Clandius 
. withno itttle Cruelty to the Chriſtians, was in the end ſlain, ibid. Mere. 
Domitizs Nero, which ſucceeded next in the Empire, but excced- 
cd all the reſtof the Neros, for Fury, Wickedael(s and Tyranny ; 1n- 
ſ{omuch, as he was counted a prodigious Monſter of Nature, more 
Iikz a Beaſt, yea, rather a Devil then a Man, in that he was {9 mon- 
ſterouſly 


b 
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'Domitius ftexouſly given to uncleanneſs, that he abſtained not from his own 
Nero the Mother, and his Natural Siſter, and in that he was ſo wretchedly 
firft begin- cruc! as that he cauſed to be put to death his own Mother, his Bro- 
ner and ſtir- ther.in-law, his own Siſter, his own Wife great with Child, and 
er up of the 1; Tytor Serece and Lucene, with divers more of his own Kindred - 
_ , erſecu- beſides the Apoſtles Peter and Paw, who are (aid to be put to Death at 
ons, about | | Ch ! , 
the Year 67 UE latter end of his reign, for the Teſtimony of Chriſt; and not 
Ats ami only fo, his Wickedneſ\s ended not here, but alſo he ſet on Fire the 
4/on. page City of Rome in twelve places, and ſocontinued it (ix dayes and ſe- 


— — 


54+ ven nights burning,and to avoid the Infamy thereby,laid the fault vp- 
..-..- ontheChriſtians, and then cauſed them to be perſecuted : He reigned 
fourteen Years, even (vo long in cruelty, till a: laſt the Senate Proclai- 
minFZ him a publick Enemy of *'Man-kind, condemned him to be 
drawn through the City, and to be whipt to Death, for the fear 
wheregf, he flying the Hands of his Encmies in the night fled to a 
Mannour of his'Servants in the Country, where he was forced to ſlay 
' * himſelf, complaining that he had neitker Friend nor Enemy that 
would do ſo much for him, 76:4. 

, Io a word, if Hiſtories ſpeak true, few or none of the Perſecu- 

ting K2mau Emperors died 1n their Beds, 
Decius the Perſecutor, being overcome in War, to avoid his Ene- 
mies hands, he leaped with his Horſe into a Whirl-pool, and was 

____ drowned, C/a, Gen. Martyr. 5 4. ED) 

Valerian palerianus the Emperor, and Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, was 
tis reward. - token Priſoner of the Perfics when he was Seventy Years of Ape, 
and Sapores the King of the Perſians uſed him for his Riding-block 
for whenloever the King was minded to mount his Horſe openly in 
the ſight of the People, Ya/erian the Quondam Emperor was brought 
forth inſtead of a Block, tor the King to tread upon his Back in go- 
ing to his Herle-back ; and inthe end he was condemned to be ſlain, 
and powdered with Salt, for a perpetual! Monument of his own wret- 

chednels, As and Mon, 105, Ex. Euſev, 

Gallienus, Killed by Aureolus, dts and Mon. 51. 

Marebionms Avrelianss the Emperor began his reign with moderation and diſ- 
his Perſegu- cretion, giving Toleration to the Chriſtians ; bur at length giving 
. tion wel- ear to evil counſel, his narure inclinable to Severity, was altered to 
derfuly pre- plain Tyranny, which he ſhewed in Merdering, Fir#, his own Sif- | 
vented. ters Son, then purpofing in h1mſelt to perſecute the Chriſtians, he fra- 


med a Proclamation againſt them for their Perſe being rea- 
dy,and about to ſign 1t with his own hand,was by t ty troke of 
the hand of the Lord ſuddainly fgom above ftopt inÞts purpoſe, bin- 


ding as a man might ſay, the Emperors hands behind him, for Utre- 
» pies and YVipiſcus aftirms, that as the ſaid Aure/ianus was purpoſing to 
raiſe Perlecution againſt the Chrifgians, he was ſuddainly® Terrified 
Dioclifien with Lightning, and ſo ſtopped froth his wicked Tyranny. 
=; _— Diocleſian, that Wicked 2nd Impious Perfecuting Emperor, 
ed Perſecy- 112g whole life 2 great and moſt grievous Perſecution was moved +. 
tor Poiſoned gainſt the Chriſtians ren Years together, and then he Cepolcd him- 
himſelf. | ſelf 


pin 'Perſecutors of bus 'Feope. 
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and as ſomelay at Solons, Anno. 319. Poyloned himlelf, A#s and 
Mo? . Fol. 51.and 121, 

Maximinns was hanged, as it is ſaid, by Con#tantine at Maſſilia, 
- about the Year 310. As and Mos. 123. | | 
Galerizs the chief Miniſter of the Perſecution, after his terrible 


Galering 


Perlecutions, fell into a wonderful ſickneſs, having tuch a ſore riſen confeſſeth 


in the nether parts of his Belly, which conſumed his Privey-Mem- 
bers, ard (o did [warm with Wormes, that being not curable, nei- 
ther by Chyrurgery nor Phyſick, - he confeſſed it happened for his 
cruelty againſt the Chriſtians, and ſo calling 1n his Proclamations a- 
o4inſt them ; notwithſtanding he not able toſuſtain, as ſome lay, 
the ſtanch of his ſore, ſlew himlelf, As and Adon. pag. 51. 


to the Judg- 
ment of 


Maximin#s (the Son as it is thought) that Arch-Enemy to the 1,,..... 
Chriſtians,and grear Pericoutor of tender Conſctence,and ſtirrer vp of the cruel 


others thereunto, as witneſs his adviſing his Idol-Priefts ro execute 
their Office with great Authority and Dignity, and with World like 

omp, being to Chriſtian pity and Religion msſt incenſed, exerci- 

ng cruel Perſecution towares the Eaſt Churches (fo called) was 

by the juſt Judgment of God ſuddainly and (orely vexed with a fatal 

diſeaſe, moſt hilthy and deſperate, and very ſtrange, taking its firſt 
beginaing in his Fleſh outwardly, and from thence proceeding into 
the inward parts of his Body, for in his Members there happened 
ro him a ſugddain Putrifaftion, and botchey corrupt Boyles, with a 
Fiſtual, conſuming and cating up his Intrales, out of the which came 
fwarming forth an innumerable multitude of Lice, with ſuch a peſtif- 
ferous ſtench, that no man could abide him, or to be near him, by 
reaſon whereof, the Phyſitians that had Him in cure, ſome of them 
not able to abide the intolerable ſtench, were commanded to be lain, 
others becauſe tlicy could not heal him, being ſo ſwoln and paſt hope 
of cure were all cruelly put to Death, at length being put in mind 
and in rememberance, that his diſeaſe was ſent of God , he began to 
bethiak himſelf of the wickedneſs that he had done againſt the Saints 
of God, and coming unto himſelf, confeſſerh his fins to God, and ſets 
forth his Edits to command all men toceaſe from Perſecuting the 
Chriſtians, deſiring the Chriſtians to pray to their God for him, and 
rhis occaſioned the very Infidels themſelves to extol rhe only true God 
of the Chriffians ; and not long after, by the very Violence of his Di- 
feaſe he ended his life, As and Ador. 115. 116. 122. 

Maxentins Was vanquiſhed by Conftastine, and drowned in Tyber 
As and Mon. pag. $1. | 
_ Lycinig, being overcome by Conſtantine the great, was depoſed 
from his Empire, and afterwardsſhia of his Souldiers, bis. 
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CHAP. III. 


The Fuſs Fadgments of God that befel ſome under Officers, and Mini- 
fters of ftate,and others that did execute the ſeveral Tyrannical Per- 
ſecutions of the aforeſaid Emperors upon the Chriſtians, 
for Conſcience ſake, during the time of the 
_ #foreſaid Ten Per ſecutions, 


laformers Ertain men of the Fewiſh Nation Informers, had accuſed the 

juſtly re- Martyr $ymos (Son of Cleoph ir, and reputed nephew to Chrift 

warded. for being a Chriſtin, and one of the Stock of Devid, againſt whom 

230 Trajan the Emperor had given forth a Cemmandment, that who- 

This 774- (ever could be found of the Stock of David, he ſhould be inquired 

« Janw ESPE t, and put rodeath of which Stock, upon inquiry theſe his Ac- 

ror, was the bs : y F 

beginner of Culers were found to be, and fo right juſtly were putto Execution 

the Third themſelves, which ſought the detruQien of another , though ir 

perſecution, was not long after, but the good man Simey, after he had been ſcourg- 

Anne. 100. ed many dayes, bearing it with fingular conftancy, when he wasa 

or 108. ſce hyndred and twenty years old, was Crucified and put to death, finiſh, 
Aits ing kis courſe inthe Lord, As and Mes. 65, 66. 

Three other wicked evil-diſpoſed perſons (Informers) ſeeing the 

| ſoundneſs, grave, conſtancy and vertuous life of Narciſſm, then 

Biſhop of Jeruſalem, aged an hundred and ſixty three years, accuſed 

Perjurcd In- him as being guilty.of a hainous crime, that he was clear ef, and ha- 

formers. ving laid it to bis charge, they the better co make their Accuſation 

ſeem. more probable. before the People, they bind it witha great 

Oath, one wiſhing to be deſtroyed by Fire, 1f he ſaid nor true ; the 

other ta be conſumed with agrievous ſickneſs, the third, to looſe 

bath his Eyes, if they did Lye : Narciſſus, although having his Con- 

ſcience clear, yet not able, being bur one man, to withfland their 

Accuſation, bound with ſuch Oathes, gave place, and removed him- 

ſclf from the Multitude into a ſolitary Deſert by himſelf, where he 

continued mony pears z in themean time to them which ſowilling- 

ly and wickedly farſwore themlelves, this happened : The firſt, by 

ciſualty of one little ſmall ſparkle of Fire was burnt, with his goods, 

and all his Family. The Second was taken. with a great ſickneſs, 

from the top to the toe, and deyoured with the ſame. The Third 

hearing and ſecing the puniſhment of the other, confeſſed his fault, 

but through = Repentance you red out ſuch tears that he loft both 

his Eyes, and thus was their falſe perjury puniſhed, and Narciſſes, 

after long abſence returned home again, was by this means both 

cleared of the FaQt, and received into his Biſhoprick again, As and 

Aon. 89. 

AnExecuti» Axtiochns, Tormentor and Executioner of extrcame torments (un- 

oner. der Alexender Severus the Emperor, and Perſecutcr of the Chriſti 


ans) upon a young youth, called Agapitas, of the Age of hilteen years, 
| | | who 


— 


upon Perſecutors of his People, 261 
who ſuffered Martyrdom for not Sacrificing to Idols, after he had, 
been aſſayled with ſundry Torments, viz. Firit,with whips [courged,This Alex« 
then hanged by the feet, after baving hot, water poured upon him, ender Seve. 
at laſt caſt to the wild Beaſts ; with all which Torments, when he r«s was the 
could not be kurt, finally ,with the Sword was beheaded: This ſaid beginner of 
Antiochus, in the Executing the aforeſaid Torments ſuddenly fell he Fifth = 
down from his Judicial Seat, crying out, that all bis inward Bowels png ony 
burned within bim, and fo gave up the Ghoſt Her. de Erfordie lib, © 395: 
6. ch. 29. As and 'Moy. $5. X 
The like ſeverity of Gods terrible Judgments 1s alſo to be noted in perfdent to 
Claudius his Preſident; this Preſident and Miniſter of his Perſecu- Clandiae. 
tions, who was poſſeſſed and vexed with a Devil ia ſuch ſort, that he 
biting off his own Tengue in many ſmall pieces,fo ended his life, Mew, 
de Erforaia Aits and Mop. 105. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Juſt Fudgments of God upon Per ſecators in Queen Maryes Reign, 


A Frer the death of Queen ery, the bloody work ceaſed, al- 
though a ſtop there was before her Death in .Zo»dox, in ſome 
meaſure, for as Roger Holand had declared to Bonner , that the Lord 
would ſhorten their hands of cruelty z and as ke foretold, there was 
not one burnt in Smithfield for Religion after him ; for though the 
vehement zeal of this Queen was ſuch,for the ſetting up of Popery in 
Enzland, as if ſhe intended to eſtabliſh it forever z yet the ſecret hand 
of Providence had a regard to his ſuffering Seed, and put a period to 
her cruelty, and it is anevident token that the Religion ſhe endeavou- 
red to ſettle did net pleaſe God, although it pleaſed her, ſince we lee 
the bad effeAs it brought forth; for had it been as godly as it was 
blogdy, no doubt the ſucceſs would have bean better, and the ſtrict 
Hand of Gods Judgments would not have been exccuted upon the 
bloedy Perſccutars of ſuch as diſſented, as evidently pour they 
were by the many Examples of divine Juſtice, ſhewed from time to 
time,and'the-unproſperous ſucceſs of this Queen in all her sffairs,are a 
full aſſurance the Lord diſliked her effugon of ſo much blood in the 
matter of Religion, neither in al] her undertaking had (ke any good 
ſucceſs ; forthough ſhe endeavoured to reſtore again the Monks, and 
Nuns, Abbyes, Fryars, &c. which were partly diſſolved in her Fa- 
thers time, yet ſhe was fruſtrated in her defigns, and how unproſpe- 
rous ſhe was in her State affairs may be read at large in the Chronicle , 
for ſhe loſt Ca/lice which had been won by the valour of Edwerd the 
Third, and marrying with Philip of Spain 2 Papiſt, by him ſhe had 
no Iſſue, and though ſhe promiſed to her ſelf great felicity in him, 
. burit proved otherwiſe z for he withdrew firſt his affeAion from her, 
and at laft his company alſo, and thus the Almighty ordered things, 
but no Admonitions would take place with her, to cauſe her - 
revoke 
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And cow 1 ſhall give a ſhort Account of the ſevere puniſhment that 
God inflitted upon ſeveral Perſecutors (of his People) from time to 
time in this Queeks reign, which are not already inſerted in this 


Ms -Book. | 
Chancellor Doftor Dunxirg, Chancellor of Norwich, a bloody man, whocos- 
of -Nerwich demned- feveral lonocent perſons, in the midft of his rage died fud- 

| dainty (as it is (aid) firing 1n his Chair. | | 
Biſhop The like Judgment fell upon Biſhop Thornton, Suffragan of Dover, 
Thermos who after he had exerciſed greatcruelty in Perſecuting, at length up- 
ON a Sunday ({o called) looking upon his men, playing at Bows, 
fell ſuddainly in a Palſie, and being had ro Bed, was pur in mind to 
remember God ; Tes, ſaid he, ſo 7 do, and my Lord Cardinal tco, and 
{o died. 

After he was dead, the Cardinal ordained another Biſhop in his 
room, who being at Greepwich, after he had received the Cardinals 
bleſſing, going down a pdttr of Stairs from the Chamber, he fel 
down and broak his Neck: to theſe Examples alſo may be added, 
the terrible ſJudgmem of God upon the Parlon at Crundatt in Kenr, 
who having received the Popes Pardon from Cardinal Poole, coming 
home to his Pariſh, exhorted the People to receive the ſame, ſaying, 
That he now flood as clear in þ:s Conſcience as when he was firſt born, aud 
znattered not if he died rhe ſame hour he fpoke itz, whereupon, being 
ſuddainly ſtricken by the'Hand of God, and leaning a little on the one 
ſide, immediately ſhrunk down in the Pulpit, andſo was found dead, 
not ſpeaking one word more. " 

Not fong before the death of Queen Mary, died Doctor Capon Bi- 
ſhop of $z/rsbary, Perſecutor, about the which time allo followed the 
unprepared death of DoQor Feffery, Chancellor of Saltsbary, who 
not long before his death had cauſed above ninety perſons to be ſum- 
moned £0 appear before him, ro the end he might Examine them by 
Inquiſition concerning their Religion , but by the Providence ot 
God he was prevented from executing the evil, he intended againſt 
chem, forin the midſt of his buildiogs, he was ſuddainly raking 
away by the mighty Hand of God. | 

| aow to come'from Prieſts to Laymen where firſt an Account 

— is given of one Foodrove, who was Sheriff of Loxdon, who rejovced 

yay of much at the death of the Innocent, and was very cruel 4n his Office, 

for when one Rogers was going in a Cart towards Smithfield to be 
' burnt, and in the way his Childroa being brought to: him, be- 
cauſcrhe Car-man Ropped his Care, that he might ſpeak to them, 
he czuſed the Car-mans head to be broke, but what happened? 
within a week after this Sheriff came out of his Office, he was ſud- 
dainly fmote by the hand of God, the one half of his Body being 
4 | | benumed. 

y 
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pn 'Ferſecutors of his 'Feop!e, 


benumed, and lay BedridJand in this infirmity he continued (even or 
eight years till his dying Gay, 


Ale xander the keeper of Newgate, acruel Enemy to thoſe that lay The Keeper 
there for Religion, died very miſerably, being ſo {welled that he was of Newgate. 


more like a Monſter then a man, and ſo rotten within, that no man 
could abide the ſmell of him, this cruel Wretch to haſten the poor 
Lambs to the Slaughter, would go to Bowxer, Story, Cholmley, and 
orhers, Crying out, Rid my Priſon, Rid my Priſon,l am too much peſtered 
with theſe Hereticks, 


Fames, the Son of the ſaid Alexander, having left unto him by his The Keeper 
Father great Subftance, within three years waſted all to nought, of New- 
and when ſome marvelled how he ſpear thoſe goods fo faſt ; Oh, g4#e Son. 


ſaid he, Evil gotter, Evil ſpent ; and thortly after, as he went to 
Newgate-market , he fell down ſuddenly and there wretchedly 
died. 


Fohn Peter, Son 1n ]2w to this Alexander, an horrible Blaſphemer 14;, 60, in 
of God, and noleſs cruel to the (aid Priſoners, he commonly when 1 aw. 


he would afhim any thing, wereit true or falſe, uſed to ſay, 1fzt be not 
true, Ipray God I'r68 ere 1 dje., accordingly he did rot away, and (© 
died moſt miſerably. 


The next day after the death of Queen Mary died Cardinal Pool, of Cardinal 
what diſeaſe, although ir be: uncertain to many, it was ſuſpeRed £9. 


that he took ſome takian Phyſic k that did hi m nog ood. 

The ſudden death of many more Perſecutors might be mentioned 
who were cut off in this Queens time, and before ; but by what is in- 
ccrted may be ſeen that the Lord was againſt thole perſccuting Prieſts 
and Biſhops. 


A Ke.'ation of the end of Dolter Story, 4 bloody Per ſecntor of Chriſts 
Members. 


This Do&or Story was an Arch-Enemy to, and a bloody Perlecu- Doftor 
tor of Gods people, when Queen Mery dyed Queen E£lizaberh ſtaying 519)- 


the Sword of Perſecution from raging any further, cauled this Do- 
Cter Story to be apprehended, and committed to Priſon, where after 
a little while being detained, he broke out of Priſon, and fled bexond 
Sea where getting into favour, and growing familiar with the Duke 
de Alva in Antwerp, of whom he received a ſpecial Commiſhon to 
ſearch for Ezg/iſh Books, and in this Authority he continued for a 
time, by which means he did much hurt, and brought many into 
trouble and perril of their lives, Raging in his perſecuting blood- 
thirſty cruelty (but when the meaſure of Inzquity was full, the Lord 
proceeded againſt him in Judgment,and cut him off, which was after 
this manner. 

Some 1n Ergland being concerned to hear of his wicked behaviour 
towards Innocent people,ſent over one Parker a Merchant to Antwerp, 
who had undertaken ſome means to convey Story intQ England ; Par- 
ker arriving at Antwerp, got ſome privately . to 1aform Dottor Story 
that in ſuch an Ergliſh Ship he might find ſtore of Exgliſh Books, Stor y 

X Xx hearing 
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hearing this, ſuſpeRing nothing, made haſte towafds the Ship as to a 
prey, and coming on board, ſaid, he came to ſearch for Heretical 
Books, and being between Decks they claped down the Hatches up- 
on him, and hoyſted up their Sayles, ard brought him away into 
England; where, for ſaying, that he was a {worn Subjett to the King 
of Spain, and no Subjet to the Queen of Eng/awa, he was condemned 
to be hanged, and accordingly was Executed, 


CHAP. V. 


The juſt Fudgments of God upon ſeveral Perſecutors in Forreign Parts, 


I NN the #r2/iſb Tranſlation of the Hiſtory of Fohn Carion Pol. 250. 
prey LIMA he writerch concerning the Death af Fohx Eckins as followeth; this 
Jown Zn" Year, faith he, dicd at Ingelaflate, Doftor Eckins, a faithful Ser- 

vant and Champion of the Pope, and a Defender of the abominable 
Papacy : But as his Life was full of all Ungodlineſs, Uncleanneſs 
and Blaſphemy, ſo was his end Miſerable, Hard and Pitiful, for his 
laſt words were theſe, 1x caſe, ſaid he, the fosr thouſand Gilders were 
ready, the matter were diſpatched, dreaming belike of ſome Cardinal 
Ship that he ſhould have bought, naw what an end this was, I leave it 
to the Readers judgment, | 
Fehn wanderwarfe a Baſtard, ſen of a Stock or Kindred called 
Yohn Wan jwarfe,1 man of a cruel nature,and of a perverſe and corrupt judgment, 
derwarfe- q force Perlecutor of Chriſts Flock, with grecdinels, ſeeking and 
ſhedding Innocent Blood, having drowned divers goud men and woy 
men, for which, of ſome he was called, A blod-Hound, of others 
Sheltade, that being of a ſhort, grundy and little ſtature, he did com- 
monly ride with a broad. Har, as a Churl of the Country: On a 
time,having been ar Aztweyp,at a Feaſt and, being loaden with Wine, 
riding home over a Bridge, the Wagon was blown over the Bar into 
the Town-Ditch, where his neck was broken, and his Wife being 
with him, was taken up alive , but died within three dayes 
after; the truth of this was Witneſled, by ſeveraF Merchants of 
Antwerp. | 
Ersſmw in tis Apology maketh mention of a Noble man, who 
4n, 1558, having purpoſed before his Death, to go ſee Jeruſalem, and ſetting 
_ things 1n order for his Journey, —_— the care of his Wife, who 
was great with Child, and of his Lordſhips and Caſtles toan Arch- 
Biſhop, as to a muſt ſure and truſty Father ; to make ſhort, ic hap- 
pened this Noble man died in his Journey ; as ſoon as the Arch-Bi- 
thop hard of ir, inſtead of a Farher he became an Enemy and De- 
ftroyer, ſcizing into his hands all kis Lordſhips and Poſſeſſions, nei.- 
rher was he therewith contented, but he laid ſeige againſt a (trong 
Fort, into which the Wife of the Noble man was fled for ſafe-guard, 
where, in the concluſion, ſhe with the Child ſhe went withal, was 
miſerably flain: By this Exaragle, the Rcader may ſce wr 196 
ettects 
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eflefts of this mans blind Superſtition was, and what 111 Fruits his 
ralh vows to defend Idolatrous Pilgrimage did produce; theretore, 
ſaith my Author, it is rightly ſaid of Hierome, To have been at Jeruſa- 
lem, is no great matter ; but to live a Godly and Virtuous life that is a greas 
mitter izdeed, 

In the Town of Gawurt in Flanders, one Willian: D'waver Was accu- 4, 156 
{ed and Imprifoned, by the Provoſt in Gat, who had in his Cloiſter The "a. 
a Priſon and place of Execution, being with ſeveral others, it in of Ga«::. 
Judgment Seat in Examination and Trial of the laid D'weaver, 
where he charged him with denying to pray to Saints, and denying 
Purgatory z on a ſuddain the ſaid Provoſt, was ſmitten with a Palſic, 
that his Mouth was drawn almoſt to his Ear, aud ſohe tell down and 
never ſpeak word more, and the next day about ten aclock he gicd, 
neverthelels they burned the ſaid Wiliam D'weaver within three hovrs 
after the fame, 
 Thelike Example of the Lords Judgement was ſhewed upon anc- Os 
ther great Perſecutor, called, Sir Garret Trieff, who had long nr. © > TOW» 
miled to the Regent to briog down the Preachers, for which the 7e- --. ,, 
gent promiſed ro make him an Earl, the ſaid Geryer being at Gas47, 1;e 
with other of the Lords received a Commiſſion ſrom the Regen: c- 

{ware the Lords and Commons unto the Remiſh Religion , Garret -- 

ing at Supper, ſpeak to his Waite to call him an hour ſooner the; 

he uſe torile, for that li2 ſhould have much buſineſs to ſwear the 

People in the Town-houſe the next day ;z but ſee what happencg, 

the ſaid Garret going to Bed in good health, and his Wite calling him 

in the morning, according to his appointment, found him dead by 

her, and ſo not able to proſecute his wicked purpole, 

 Howeverthe Lords of Gazt, coming to the Town-houſe, proceeded ;, 
t give the Ozth, according to their Commiſſion, but Martin de Po fer f. 
the Secratary, being appointed to tender the Oath, at the firſt man 
he offered ic to, the ſaid Secratary was ſtricken with preſent Death, 
and fell down and was carried away in a Chair, and never {peal: 
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more ; and to witneſs che Truth hereof, my Author prodnceth ten 
pcrions Namey, 
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A Letter tranſlated out of French into Engliſh, written to Henry the S-- 
cond French Kizg.declaring and proving out of divers Hiſtories what 
Aſſliitions and Calamities from time to time, by Goas Righteoie: 

Tud: ments, have fallen upen ſuch, 4s have been Egemtcs 


5o h's People, and have reſiſted the free paſ- 


ſage of his Trath. . 

Conſider I pray you, Sir, and you ſhall find, that all your ail >, | 
ous have come upon yon, fince you have {et your felf agaigft $12t+ . 'e” 
which are called Lutherans, when you made the Edict of C4//2a4%7e- jo TD, 
zout, God ſent-you wars ; but when you ceaſed the exuoution 0 he Foy | 


{11d Edit, and as long as you were Enemics to the Pope, ac 
r *. . . . *\-4 
ing 12t0 Armain for the defence of the liberty of the Germans, wht! 


Thbe jujt J uwdoments of Gol 


— —— 


"ed for Religion, your Affairs proſpered , 23 you could with or 


dclire. 

On the contrary, what hath come upon you ſince you joyned with 
the Pope again, having received a Sword from him, tor his own ſafe- 
guard, and who was 1t that cauſed you, to break the Truce ? God 
hath turned in a moment your Proſperity into ſuch AﬀiQtions, thar 
they touch not only the ftate of your awn perſon but of your King- 
dom allo, 

To what end came the enterpriſe, of the Duke of Guzſe in Haly, go- 
rg about the ſervice of the Enemy of God, and guepetng after his 
1<tuTn to deſtroy the Valleys of Piedmont, to offer or ſcritice them 
to Cod, for his Viftories ; the event hath well declared, that God 
can turh upſide down our Covnlels, and Enterprizes, as he overturn - 

ed cf la'e the Enterprize of the Conſtable of France at S, Quintini, 
having Vowed to God, that at his return, he would go and deſtroy 
Geneva, when he had gotten the Victory ? 

Have you not heard of L Pouchet Arch Biſhop of Towers, who 
made ſuit for the ereQion of a Court called Chamber Ardent, where- 
in to condemn the Proteſtants to the Fire? who afteFwards was 
ſtricken with a diſeaſe, called, The Fire of God, which began at his 
feet, and aſcended upwards, that he cauſed one Member after ano- 
ther to be cut off, and ſo died miſerably without any Remedy. 

Alfo one Caftillanus, who having inriched himſclf by the Goſpel, 
2nd forſaking the pure Do&trine thereof, and returning to his vo- 
mit again, went about to perſecute the Chriſtians at orleaxs, and by 
the Hand of Gcd was ſtricken in his Body with a ſickneſs upknow n 
ro the Phyſitians, the one half of his Body burning as hot as Fire, and 
the other as cold as Ice, and {o moſt miſerably crying and lamenting, 
cnded his life. | 

There be other infinite Examples of Gods Judgments worthy to 
be remembered, as the death of the Chancellor, and Legate Duprar, 
which was the firſt that opened to the Parliament the knowledge of 
Hercſies, and gave out rhe firſt Commiſhons to put the faithful to 
death, whoafrerward died in his Houſe at NatcHer,Swearing and hor- 
ribly Blaſpheming God;and his ftomack was found pierced and knawn 
aſſunder with Wc rms ; alſo John Ruſe Councellor in the Parliament, 
coming from the Court after he had made report of the proceſs a- 
gainſt the poor Innocents, was taken in a burning in the lower part 
of his Belly, and before he could be brought home tq, his Houſe the 
hre invaded all his ſecret parts, and ſo he died miſerablF. 

Alloone named, Claude De Aſtes, a Councellor in the ſaid Court, 
the ſame day he gave his Opinion and Conſent to bura a faithful 
Chriftian (albeit it was not done indeed as he woyld have it) gfter 
he had dined, committed Whoredom with a Serv#ht in the Houle, 
and even in doing the A& was ſtricken with a diſeaſe called an 4po- 
plexia, whereof he died out of hand. ' | 

Peter Lyſet, chief Prefident of the ſaid Court, and one of the 
Authors of the aforeſaid burning Chamber, was depoſed om tee 

Olnce 
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'Ferſecutors of bus 'People m Forreton Parts, 267 
Office, for being known to be out of his right wit, and bereaved of his 
underftanding. 

Alſo Fohn Moren Lievtenant Crimnel of the Provoſt of Pars, 
after hehad been the cauſe of the Death of: many Chriſtians, was 
finally ſtricken with a diſeale in the Legs, called the wolves, where- 
by he loſt the uſe of them, and died alſo out of his wits, many dayes 
before denying and blaſpheming God, 

Likewile John Andrew, Book-Binder of the Palace, a ſpie for the 
Preſident Li/er, and of Bruſeard the Kings Soliciter died in a Fury of 
Madneſs, | Fe | | 

The Inquiſitor Fohn De Rema, in Province, his fleſh fell from him 
by piece-meal, and ſo ſtinking, that no man might comenear him 
f.xr the ſincll thereof. 5 hs: = 

Alſo Fehn Minerius of Province, who was the cauſe of the death of 
a great Number of Men, Women and Children at Cabriers, and at 
Merindol, dicd with bleeding in the lower parts, the Fire having 
taken his Belly, blaſpheming and deſpiſing God, beſides many other 
whereof we might make pital, which were puniſhed with the like 
kind of death, I PE 

Ic may pleaſe your Majeſty to remember your ſelf that ye had no 
ſooner determined to ſet upon us, but new troubles were by and by 
moved by your Enemies, with whom ye could make no Agreement, 
which God would not ſuffer, foraſmuch as your Peace was grounded 
up2n the Perſecution which ye pretended againſt Gods Servants ; as 

[ſo your Cardinals cannot let through their cruelty the courſe of the 
. Goſpel, which hath taken ſuch root in your Realm, that if God 
ſhould give you lcave to deſtroy the Profeſlers thereof, you ſhould 
be almoſt a King withour Subjects. 

 Tertullian hath well faid, that the blood of Martyrs is the Seed of 
the Goſpel, wherefore to take away all theſe evils coming of the 
riches of the Papiſts, which cauſe ſo much Whoredom, Sodomi- 
try and Inceſt, wherein they wallow like Hogs, feeding their 
idleBellies; the beſt way were, to put them from their Lands, and 
Poſſeſſions, as the Old Sacrificing Levites were, according to the ex- 
preſs Cemmandment given to Joſhua; for as long as the Command- 
mentoft Gd took place, and that they were void of Ambition, the 
purity of Religion remained whole and perfe&, but when they be- 
gan to aſpire to Principallity, Riches and worldly Honours, then be- 
g4n the Abqminarion of Deſolation thar Chriſt foretold, 

It was cven ſo in the Primitive Church, for it flouriſhed and con- 
tinued in all pureneſs, as long as the Miniſters were of ſmall wealth, 
and ſought nor their particular profit, but the Glory of God only ; 
bat ſince the Rope b-gan to be Prince-like, and to uſurp the Domi- 
nion of the Empire,under the colour of a falſe Donation of Conſtantine, 
they have turacd the Scriptures from their true ſence, and have attri- 
bured the ſervice to themſelves, which we owe to God, wherefore 
your Ma'cſty may ſeize with good right, upon all the Temperallities, 
of the Benefices, and that with a ſafe Conſcience, to Employ them 
£9 their true and right uſe. | | 
an. Og Ie Yyy Firſt, 
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The Juſt Judgments of God upon 
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' Firſt, For the finding and maintaining of the faithful Miniſters of 
the Word of God, for ſuch Livings ſhall be requiſite for them, ac- 
cording as the caſe ſhall require, Secondly, For the entertainment of 
your Juſtices that give Judgment. Thirdly, For the relieving of the 
poor and Maintenance of the Colledges, to inftruQt the poor Youths 
in that which they ſhall be moſt apt unto, and the reſt, which is ia- 
finire may remain for entertainment of your own Eſtate and Afairs, 
to the greateaſment of your poor People, which alore bear the Bur- 
den, and poſleſs in manner nothing, 

In this doing, an infinite Number of men, and even of your Nobili- 
ty, which live of the Crucifex ſhould imploy themſelves to your Ser- 
vice and the Common Wealths, ſo much the more diligently, as they 
ſee that ye recompence none, but thoſe that kave deſerved ; where- 
as now there is an infinite Number of men in your Kingdom which 
occupy the chiefeſt and greateſt Benifices, which never deſerved any 
part of them, &c. And thus much touching the Superfluous Pol: 
{efions of the Popiſh Lordly Clergy : Now, proceeding further in 
this Exhortation to the King, thus the Letter importeth, 

But when the Papiſts ſee they have not to alledg for themſelves any 
rcaſon, they ſay, to makeodious to your Majeſty the Zurherans (as 
they call us) and ws if their ſayings take place, ye ſhall be fain to 
remain a private perlon, and that there is never change of Religion, 
but there is alſo change of Princedom, a thing as falſe as when they 
accuſe us to be Sacramentaries, and that we deny the Authority of 
Magiſtrates under the ſhaddow of a certain furious Anabaptiſt which 
Sathan hath raiſed in our time,to Darken the Light of the Goſpel, for 
the Hiftories of the Emporors,which have begun to receive the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and that which is come to paſs in our time ſhew the 
contrary, : 

Was there ever Prince more feared and obeyed then Conffantize in 
receiving the Chriſtian Religion? Was he theretore put from the 
Empire ? No, he was thereby the more confirmed and eftabliſhed 
kn the ſame, and alſo his Poſterity which ruled themſelves by his 
Providence z but ſuck as are fallen away, and followed mens Tra- 
ditions, God hath deſtroyed, and their Race is no more known in 
the Earth, ſo much doth God deteſt them that forſzke him, and in 
our time the late Kings of Exg/and and Germany, were they conſtrai- 
ned, in reproving Superftitions, which the wickednels of the time 
h:th brought in,to forlake their Kingdoms and Princedoms? All men. 
ſee the contrary z and what honour, fidelity and obedicgce of the 
people in our time, that have received the Reformation of the Geſpcl 
do under their Princes and Superiours ;zyac , I may ſay, that the 
Princes knew not before, what it was to be obeyed at that time 
when the rude and ignorant people received fo readily, the diſpen- 
ſations of the Pope, to drive out their own Kings and Natural 
Lords. 

The true and only remedy, Sir, is, that yecauſeto be holden x 
holy and free Council, where ye ſhould be chicf, and not the Pope 
and his, who ought but only to gefend their cauſes by the holy 

SCTIPtUres,, 
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Perſecutors of his People in Forreign Parts. 


S-riptures, that in the mean while ye may ſeek out men, not corrup- 


ted, (uſpected nor partial, whom ye may charge to give report taith- 
fully unto you of the true ſence of the holy Scriptures z and this done 
afcer the Example of the good King Feboſaphat, Hezekis and Foſs -, 
ye {hall take out of the Church all Idolatry, Superſtitions and Abuſe, 
which is found direQly contrary to the holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtimament, aad by that means ye thall guide your People in 
the truc and pure Service of God, not regarding in the mean timethe 
cavelling pretences oi the Papilts, which fay,that ſuch Queſtions have 
been already an[wer'd at Gezeral Councils, for itis known well enough 
that no Council hath been lawful fince the Popes have uſurped the 
Principallity and Tyranny upon mens Souls,but they have made them 
{crve to their Coverouſneſs, Ambition, and Cruelty, and the contra- 
riety which is among thoſe Councils, maketh enough for their dil- 
proof, beſide a hundred thouſand other abſurdiries, agaiaſt the Word 
of Gol, which be1n them the true proof, for ſuch matters is in the 
true and holy Scriptures, to the which no times nor Age hath any pre- 
ſcription to be alledged againſt them ; tor by them we receive the 
Councils founded up n the word of God, ard alſo by the ſame we re- 
jet that DoQtrine which is repugnant, 

And if ye dothus, Sir, God will blels your enterpriſe, he will 
encreaſe and confirm your Reign and Empire, and your Poſterity ; 
if otherwiſe Deſtruction 1s at your Gate, and unhappy are the Peo- 
ple which thall dwell under your Obedience, there 15 no doubt, but 
' God will harden your hexrt as hedid Pharaohs, and take of the Crown 
from your head, as he did to Feroboam, Nadab, Baze, Ahab, and to 
many other Kings, and give it your Enemies to triumph over you 
and your Children. | 

And if the Emperor Aztonyze the meek, although he was a Pagaz, 
and [dolator, (eetag himlelf bewrapt with ſo many wars ceaſed the 
Perlecutions which were 1a his time againſt the Chriftians, and de- 
t:rmined in the end to hear their Cauſe and Reaſons, how much 
more ought you that bear the name of moſt Chriſtian King to be care- 
ful and diligent to ceaſe the Perlecutions againſt the poor Chriſtians, 
{ccing they have not troubled, nor do trouble in any wile the Sare of 
your Kingdom, and your Aﬀairs ? Conſidering allo, that the Few's 
are ſuftcred throughout all Chriftendom,alchough they be mortal Ene- 
mies of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, which we hold by common accord 
and con(ent for our God, Redeemer and Saviour, and rhat until you 
have heard, lawfully debated, and underſtand our Reaſons taken our 
of the Holy Scriptures, and that your Majeſty have judged, it we be 
worthy of ſuch puniſhments ; for if we be not overcome by the Word 
of God, the Fire, the Sword, nor the cruel Torments ſhall not make 
us afraid z theſe are Exerciſes that God has promiſed his, the which 
he fortold ſhould come in rhe laſt times,that tiicy ſhould not be trou- 
bled when fuch things came upon them. 

Tranſlated out of the French Book, intituled, Commentaries of the 

State of the Church and Publique. Weale, page 7+ 


Net: 


_ The j1ujt Judgments of God upon 

Notwithſtanding theLetter and warning,the King now hit abated 
his cruel Perſecution againſt the Lords People, bur rather was the 
mors hardened in heart, and inflamed againſt them, pouring out 
great Threatning againſt them. ORSP | 

But the Lord 1n whoſe hand the hearts of Kings are, cauſed him to 
ſtoop; for ſhortly after in a publick Triumph or Jufting. Mountgemery 
and the King met together ſo ſtoutly , that in breaking their Spears, 
the King was ſtricken with a counter blow 1ightin one of his Eyes, 
and the ſhivers entercd into his Head, fo that his Brains feſtered and 
periſhed.and no remedy could be found, but he dyed having reigned 
twelve years three moncths and ten dayes, 
A juſt Judg- Amounegſt others, it 15 not to be forguten the Example of Gods juſt 
_ —_ Scourge upon Sigiſzzmdw the Emperor,v ho after his wrongful con- 
Sigiſmundys CEMNALON of Fohn Huſſe and Hieron.e of Prage, nothing afterwards 
the Empe- went proſperous with him, but all contrary, ſo that he died without 


rour, iſſue, and in his wars he eyer had the worſt, and not long after Ladis 


Lars his Daughters ſon, King of Hungary fighting againſt the Turk.was 
ain in the Ficld, fothar in the time of one Gencration all the Pofte- 
rity and Off ſpring of this Emperor periſhed ; beſides this, Barb:ra bis 
Wife, came to ſuch ruin by her wicked Lewdnels, that ſhe kecame a 
ſhame and ſlander to the name ard ſtate of all Queens, whereby all 
Chriſtian Princes may be warned how they defile themſelves with the 
blood of Saints and Martyrs, m | 


; & 59 
TheConcly. And thus the Reader may ſee all alcng throughout the Scriptures; 
fion, and by the record of Antient Hiſtories, how Gcd hath avenged the 


the Cauſe of his People againſt all Perſecutors for Conſcience ſake, 
of every Age almoſt from the beginning unto theſe Times, and now 
theſe Examples may be a Warning to the Perſecutors of this Age, 
who have made Spoil of the People of Gced,and have the Spoil in their 
Houſes ; ard though ſuch Oppreſlors may be lifted up. bccauſe Judg- 
ment is not fpecdily executed ; yet let ſuch corfider rheir wayes and 
repent before it be too late, for the Lord 15 at the Door, and beholds 
the Altions of ſuch as grind the face of his People, and though he 
hath long forbearance,yet his Judgments will come,if there be not re- 
pentance in time, Return therefore whilſt ye have time. (O ye 
Perſecutors, and wicked Men) tor the day of the Lord 1s at hagd, It 
ſhall come as a DeſtruQtion from the Almighty ; therefore ſhall all 
hands be faint,and every mans heart ſhall melt, ard they ſhall be a- 
ſraid ; Pangs and Sorrows ſhall take hold upon them , they ſhall be 
1n Pain as a Woman that travelleth, they ſhall be amazed ore at an 

other; their faces (hall be as Flames : Behold, the day of the Lord 
cometh,cruel both withWrath and fierce Anger to lay the Land delo- 
late, and he ſhall deſtroy the Sinners thcreof out of it, and will puniſh 
the World for their Evil, ard the wicked for their Iniquity,ord will 
caule the arrogancy of the Proud to ceaſe, and will lay low the baugh- 
tincls of the Terrible, , 


Chriſtian Plea 
AGAINST | 
PERSECUTION 
For che Cauſe of 
CONSCIENCE; 
Grounded Upon 
Scripture,. Reaſon, Experience 
and Teſtimonies 
0. F 


| Princes and learned Authors. 


| * 

AQts 5. 38, 39. | 

Now , 1 ſay unto you, Refrain from theſe Men, and let them alone 3 

for if” this Counſel, or this work, be of Men, it will come to moughts 

but if it be of 60d, you cannot overthrow it, left happily you be found 
Fighters againſt God. 
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Printed and Publiched tor the Service of Truth, 


: The Contents, 


I. Exfou azainf Perſtcution is, becauſe it ® Contrary to the Scripe 
fares, 

II: Reaſon againſt Perſecution for the cauſe of Conſcience, is, becaule 
its againſt the Profeſſion and Praftice of bon k floncan TILE { 
: 1 7 1. [$:4ſow «gginſt Perſecution, is, becauſe it i3 condemned by the an: 
tiont anithe lteruriters, | 

I V. Reaſon, Its wo prejudice to a Kingdom or Commoenewealthif Liberty 
of Conſcience be ſuffered to ſuch as fear God, as is or will be manifeſted is 
ſuch mens Lives and Converſations,at Scripture-Examples Teftifie. 

V. Seversl Teftimonies ſhewing that Conſcience ought to be free, and 
not tobe impoſed ypop, po weperſes ought ro be Compelied to accuſe bim ſelf, 
or purge himſelf by Oath, 
pO [ Some remarkable ColletTions out of DotFor Taylors Book, entituled, 
©EOAOTIA ame dere M Diſcourſe - the Liberty of Pro- 

heſying ; ſhewine thewwre«ſonableneſs of preſcribing to other mens Faith, 
pA the Boo / perſecuting fre r Lets mb p : 

VII, Infances out of divers Authors treating on the ſame ſubjett, by 
W, C. deceaſed, - 4 

VIII. Several Reaſons rendred (why no outward farce ner impeſpti- 
02 onght 16 be uſed in matters of Faith and Religion) by R. H. S. F. aud 
F. H. deceaſed, 


IX.” Several S4yipgs Colgdted ifrom the Speeches and writings of King 


SECT, L 


Perſecution for the cauſe of Conſcience is againſt 
the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt,the King of Kings, 
astheſe Scriptures and Reaſons fol- 
lowing do demonſtrate. 


The firſt Reaſon againſt Perſecution is, becauſe it s * 
o | contrary to Scripture. bs als 
TT" Oc Chriſt commanded, that the Tares and Wheat ſhould be ler Marth. 557 
. * alone inthe World, and not pluckt up uatil the Harveſt, which - 


1s the End of the World, iſto 
Chriſt alſo commandeth, that they that are blind thoulq be ler Marth, xg; 
alone referring their puniſhment unto the falling into the Ditch. 14+ 


Again, he reproved his Diſciples, who would have had Fire come . 
down from Heaven, and devour thoſe Samaritans, who would not Luke 9. $45 
reccive him, in theſe Words,7e know not of wh:t Spirit ye are; the Son 7 

of man is mot come to deſtroy mens Lives, but to ſave them, _. 

Paul the Ap>ſtle taught, that the Servant of the Lord muſt not 2 Tim.24.2; 
ftrive, but muſt be gentle towards all men, ſuffering the evil men, 
inftru&ing them with meekneſs that ate contrary-minded, proving 
if God at any time will give them Repentance, that they may ac- 
knowledge the Truth, and come to amendment out of that Snare of 
the Devil. 

According to theſe bleſſed Commandments the Prophets fores _ _ 
told, that wh:n the Law of Moſes (conceraing Worihip) ſhould Efa-2-4- 


ceaſe, and Chrifts Kingdom be eſtibliſhed, they ſhould break their M43 -4+ 
Swords into Plough-ſhares and their Spears into Pruning-hooks. 
Thea ſhall none hurt or deſtroy in all the Mountains of my ho- 
lineſs : And when he came, the ſame he taught and prattiſed as xg, 1, .- 
before, ſo did his Diſciples after*him, for the Weapons of his 9 
Warfare are nor carnal, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Coy. 10, 
But he chargeth ftraitly (that his Diſciples ſhould be (o far from 
perſccuting thoſe that would not be of their Religion) thar when they Matth. g. 
. WEre parnomnd, they ſhould pray ; whea they were Curſed, they 
ſhould Bleſs, &c. And the reaſon ſeems to be, becauſe they who now 
are Tares, may hereafter become Wheat ; they who are now Blind, 
may hereafter ce, they that now refift, him, may hereafter receive 
' him; they that are now in the. Devils ſnare, in adverſneſs to the 
Truth, may hercafrer come to Repentance , they that are now Blaſ- 
Phemers and Perſecutors (as Paul was) may in time become faithful as 
he, they that are now Jdolatrous,as the Ceriwthiens once were, may 
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hereafter become-true Worſhippers as they ; they that arenow no 
people of God,nor under Mercy (as the Saints ſometimes were, 1 Pe#. 
2, 20. ) may hercafter become the People of God, ad obtain Mercy 
as they. | 
Matt. 20 «C* oe come not till the eleventh hour : If thoſe that eome not till 
the laft hour ſhould be deſtroyed, becauſe they come not at the firſt, 
-then ſhould they never come but be prevented. | 
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SECT: IL. 


The ſecond Reaſon againſt Perſecuti:n for cauſe of Con- 
ſcience #, becauſe it is againſt the Profeſſion 
and Prattice of famous Princes. 


Irſt, Conſider the ſpeech of King James to the Parliament 160g. 
he ſaith, © It isa ſure Rule in Diviaity, that God never loves 
©ro plant his Church by Violence and Bloodihed'; and that it was 
© uſually the Condition of Chriftians to be perſecuted; but not to 
© perlecute, : . 
Again, he ſaith, page four, ſpeaking of the Papiſts, © I gave gocd 
, proot, hat I intended go Perlecution againſt them for Conſcience 
©Cauſle. | | | 
- Andin the ſame Kings Expoſition of the Revelation the twentith, 
printed 1588. he writes thus © Compaſ/ing of the Saints, and beſeiging 
© of the beloved City, declareth unto us a certain Wore of a falſe Church 
© to be Perſecution; for they come to ſeek the faithful ; the Faithful 
© are them, that are ſought ; the Wicked arc the Beſiegers, the Faith- 
* ful are the Beſieged. 
- And the King of Bohemia hath thus written, © And notwithſtand- 
« ing the ſucceſs of the latter Times (wherein Sundry Opinions kave 
© been hatched about the ſubjeQt of Religion) may make one clearly 
* diſcern with his Eye, and as it were to touch w ith his Finger, that 
* according to the Truth of the Scripture, and a Maxime hercto- 
© fore maintained by the antient DoCtors of the Church, that mens 
© Conſciences ought in no ſort to be viulated, urged, or conftrained ; 
« * and whenſoever men have attempted any thing, by this violenr 
©courſe, whether openly, or by ſecret means, the iſſue hath been 
© Pernitious, and the cauſe of great and wonderful Innovations in the 
js. Prncpetet and Mightieſt Kingdoms and Countries of all Chriſten- 
* dom. | 
And further he faith : © So that once more we do profeſs,* before 
© God and the whole World, that from this time forward we are 
* firmly reſolved, not to perſecute or moleſt, or ſuffer to be perſecuted 
© or moleſted, any perſon whoſoever, for matter of Religion, no nor 
©thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be of the Remijb Charch, neither to/ 
*trouble nor difturb them in the Exerciſe of their Religion, {o they 
Elive conformable tothe Laws of the States, &s. 


SECT. 1Ir 


for the Cau/ e of Conj cience., : 
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The Third Reaſon, becauſe Perſecution for Cauſe of Conſcience, 


i condemned by the antient and later Writers. 


A r—_— — 


H# againſt Auxentivs, ſaith thus, The Chriſtian Church doth 
not perſecute, but is perſecuted. And Lamenrablc it is to lee 
the folly of theſe Times, and the' fooliſh Opinion of this World, in 
that oxen think by humane Aid to help God,arid with Worldly Pomp 
and Power to undertake to defend the Chriſtian Church : I ask 
the Biſhops, what help uſed the Apoſtles, in the publiſhing the Goſ- 
pel? with the Aid of what power did they Preach Chriſt, and con- 
verted the Heathen from their Idolatry to God ? Yyhen they were in 
Priſons, and lay in Chaines, did they praile and give thanks to God 
for any dignitics or fayours received from the Court, or do you think 
that Pa! went about with regal Mandates, or kingly Aythority, to 
-_ and eſtabliſh'the Church of Chriſt ? Sought he ProteQtion 
om Nero Veſpatian ? : | | 
The Apoſtles wrought with their hands for their own Maintenance, 
travelling by Land and Water, from Town to City; to preach 
Chriſt, yea, th@ more they were forbidden, the more they taught 
and preached Chriſt ; but now, alas, humane help muſt afift and 
prote@ the Faith, and give the ſame Countenance too, and by vain 
and worldly Honours do men ſeek to defend the Church of Chriſt, as 
if he by his Power were unable to perform it, 
' The Church formerly by enduring Miſery and Impriſonment was 
known to be atrue Church : The pretended Church now do terrife 
others by Impriſonment, Baniſhment and Miſery, and boaſteth that 
ſhe is highly eſteemed of the World, when as the true Church can- 
not but be hated of the ſame. | 

Tertul, ad ſcapulam, *It egreeth both with human Reaſon and na- 
© tural Equity, thatevery man worlhip God uncompelled ; neither 
© beſeemeth it any Religion,ro compel another to be of theirReligion, 
© which willingly and freely ſhould be imbraced,and not by conftraint; 
© foraſmuch as the Offerings were required of thoſe that freely and of 
© g00d will offered, and not from, the contrary. | | 

Ferom in Proem lib, 4. in Feremiam, © Hereſje rauſt be cut off wich 
© the Sword of the Spirit, let us ſtrike through with the Arrows of the 
© Spirit all Sons and Diſciples of miſ-led Hereticks, that is, with Te- 
6 C_—_— of Scriptures; the {laughter of Hereticks 1s by the Word 
© of God. 

Brentius upon the firſt of the Corinthians, chap. 3. * No. manhath 
© power to make, or give Laws to Chriſtiaxs,' whereby to bigdtheir 
* Conſciencesz for willingly , freely and uncompelled, with a 
. 2) ks ready 
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n _— and cheerful mind, muit thole caat come, run unto 
* Chriſt, 

Luther in his Books of the Civil Mariftrate, ſaith, © The Laws of 
© the Eivil Magiſtrates Government extends no further then over the 
© Body or Goods,agd to that which is external, for over the Soul God 
* will-not ſuffer any- man to rule; only he himſclf will Rule there g 
* wherefore whoſoever doth under take togive Laws uato the Souls 
* and Conſciences of 'men , he uſurpeth that. Government himſelf, 
« which appertaineth unto God, &c. 

© Therefore upori' 2 Kings 5. In the building of the Temple, there 
© way ns found of Iron heard, to ſignific, that Chriſt will have in bis 
Church a free and a willing People; not compelicd and conftrained 
© by Laws and Statutes, e 

Again, he faith upon Luke'z2, © It is not the true Catholick Church, 
< which is defended by the ſecular Arm, or humane Power, but the 

<falHe and feigned Chsrch, which although it carrics the name of 2 
* Church,” yet it demics the power thereof, | X 

Atd upon Pfal.;17. he ſaith, © For the true Church of Chrift, know- 
| = not Brechiom ſeculsre, which the Biſhops now adaycs chiefly 
* ule. | / 

Again, in Poſtil Dows. 1 poſt Epipham, be ſaith, *Let not Chriſtians 
© be commanded, but exhorted , tor he that willingly will not do that 
© whereunto he is friendly exhorted, hc is-no Chriſtian z . wherefore 
© they that do corapel thoſe that are not willing, ſhew thereby that 
© they are not Chriſtian Preachers, but worldly Beadles." 

Again upon 1 Petey 4, He, faith © If the Civil Magiſtrate ſhall com- 
*mand me to believe thus and thus, I fhould anſwer him after this 
© maniter; look you to your civil or worldly Government, your Power 
© extends not ſo faras to command any thing in Gods Kingdom ; 

© therefore herein I may not hear you z for if youcannot bear it, that 
© any ſhould uſurp Authority, where you: have to command, how 


© do you think that God ſhould ſuffer you tothruſt him trom his Seat, 
and to ſeat your ſelf therein ? 


ee 


SECT. IV. 


The Fourth Reaſon, Its no prejudice to a Kingdom or Common- 
wealth, if Liberty of Conſcience be ſuffered to ſuch as 
fear God , as ts or will be manifeſted in ſuch 
mens lives and converſations, as 


Scripture Examples teſtifie. 


A Brabers abode among the Canevites a long time, yet contrary to 
F*\- them ia Religion, Gen.13.7. and 16.13,” | | 
(Againg he ſejouracd in Gerer and King Abimelech gayehim leave to 
abjdb in bis Land, Ger, 20. 31,23, 24. W. 
| f 


for the Cauſe of Conſcience. * | 7 


Iſa«c alſo dwelt in the ſame Land, yet contrary in Religion, 
Gen. 26, | 

Facoh lived Twenty years in one houſe with his Unckle Labay, yat 
differed in Religion, 6ex. 31, © - ++ © : 

' The People of 1ſr4e! were about Four hundred and thirty years in 
that iafamous Land of E-ypr , and afterwards ſeventy years 1n Baby- 
lon, all which time they differed in Religion from the State, Exod 12. 
and 2 Chron, 26. ©. | 9, 

Come to the timeof Chriſt, when 7/r«e/ was under the Romans, 
where lived divers SeCts of Religion, as Herodians, Scribes and Phart- 
ſees, Saduces and Libertines, Thudeans and Samaritaxs, beſides the 
common Religion of the Fews, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, all which 
differed from the common Religion of the State, which was like the 
worſhip of Dias, which almoſt the whole World then worſhipped 
Afts 19. 20. T 

All theſe lived under the Government. of Czſar,- being no thing 
hurtful to the Common-wealth, ) giviag unto Ceſar that which was 
his, and for their Religion and Conſciences towards God, he left 
them to themſelves, as having no dominion over their Souls and Con- 
ſciences; and when the Enemies of Truth raiſed up any Tumults, the 
wiſdom of the Magiſtrate moſt wiſely appeaſed them, AQts 18. 14. 
and 19. 35. L | | 


Lt 


m_— 


ms - — 


SECT. V. 


Serverd! Teſtimonies ſhewing that ('onſcience ought to be free, and 
not to be impoſed upon, and no perſon be compelled to ac- 
cuſe himſelf, or purge himſelf by Oath, &c. 


Ccuſare ſe newo Fenerur faith < aſquile, niſt <a deo : ſeeundum Valq;Conirs 
LT #1udChryſoftemi'non tibi dico ut regridas: *No manis bound to jpg, p. 
p "chit 5 
accuſe himſelf but before God, according to that of Chriſoftome, 1 do 124. yum. 
©not ſay that thou ſhouldſt betray thy ſelf. | 27. 
* Qus ſibi utrumque audeat aſſumere ut unquan fit ipſe & accuſator & | 
© Tudex ? Who dares aſſume to himſelfto be both an Accuſer and a #2. how. 
< Judge, ſauh Auftis? a 
. That famous Lawyer Cooke ſaith, © Furamentam in propria eft inventio 
C Diaboli ad detrudendam anima« wiſerorum in inferusm. The Oath Ex 
* cfhcio, faith he, is an invention of the Devil, to caſt the Souls of mi- 
© ſerable people into Hell. 
*Let the Judges, ſaith 73#4//, judge and condemn the Treſpaſſes 
© under lawful Witneſſes, and not break up into the Conſciences of 7;xdzls 
© men after the Example of Antichrifts Diſciples, and compel them ei- bed. of 
© ther to forſwear themſelves, or to teſtifie againft themſelves, which Chriſt. 22, 
© abomination,ſaith he,our Prelates learned of Caiphas, 24atth. 26. ſay- ©%:2: 
< awe to Chriſt, 1 adjure, or charge thee in the name of the Living God, that 
hs felt us whether thou be Chriſt the Son of the Living God. | 
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SECT. VI. 


Some remarkable Obſer-vation, colleed out of a Bodk, entituled, 
OEOAOTIA +» EKAEKTIKH, A Diſcourle,of the Liberty 

of Pro heſying ; fhewing the anreſonableneſs of pre= © 

ſcribing to othermens Faith, and the Injquity of G 

perſecuting different Opinions , by Jer. Wi 

rac Tayler D.D. (/e tiled )Chap- ; 

: lin in Ordinary to bus | ; 

late Majeſty. 


N his Epiſtle Dedicatory are theſe words : viz. © As contrary as 
© Cruelty is to Mercy, as Tyranny to Charity ; fo is War and 
© Blaodſhed tothe Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſtian Religion. 
And further ſpeaks, to diſpute naen into Mercics, Compliances and 
Tolerations mutual; and further adds. 

'<T deſigned a Diſcouzle to this purpofe, with as much greedineſs, 
© as if I had thought it poſſible with my Arguments to 'have perſwad- 
© ed the rough and hard handed Souldiers to have disbeuded preſent- - 
© ly; for I kad often thought of the Propheſie, that in the Goipel,our 
* Swords ſhould be turned into Plow-ſhares, and our Spears into Pru- 
© ning- books, 

fI — it my duty to plead for Peace and Charity, and Forgive- 
*nels, and Permiſhons mutual. ao | 

© Alchough we muft contend earneſtly for the Faith, yet this con- 
© tention muſt be with Arms fit for the Chriſtian Warfare,the Sword 
© of the Spirit, the Shield of Faith, &c. but not with other Arms; for 
* a Church-man muſt not bea Striker, for the Weapons of our War- 
© fare are not Carnal, bur Spiritual. 

© I being moſt of all troubled, that men ſhovld be perſecuted, and 
© afflicted, for diſagreeing in ſuch opiaions, which they cannot with 
© ſufficient grounds obtrude upon others neceſſarily, becauſe they 
* cannot propound them infallibly. | 

© Conſiderations (are to be bad) to the Perſons of men, and to 
* the Laws ,of Charity more then te the triumphing in any Opi- 
©nion, &c. ; 

<If the Perſons be Chriſtiens in their life, and Chriftians in their 
© profeſſion , if they acknowledge the Eternal Son of God for their 
© Mafter, and the Lord, and liven all relations as becomes Perſons 
© making ſuck profeſſions, why then'ſhould I hate ſuch Perſons whom 
*God loves, and who love God, who are pertakers of Chrift, and 
© Chriſt hath a Title to them, who dwell ia Chriſt, 'and Chriſt in 
* them, becauſe their underſtandings have not been brought up like 
* mine, have not had the ſage Maſters, they have not met wy the 
* ſarn@ 
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* And whatſoever is againſt the Foundation of Faith or;contrary 
©to good Life---or deſtrutive to humane ſociety—=—is out of tha 
© limits of my Queſtion, and doth not pretend to compliance or 
£ toleration, 

© The faultl find and ſeek to remedy is, That men are ſo dogma- 
<tical and reſolute in their Opinions, and impatient of others dil- 
« agreeing in thoſe things wherein isno ſufficient means of Union and 
© Determinatin, butthat men ſhould let Opinions and Problems not 
© be obtruded as Axioms, nor Queſtions in the vaſt colle&ion of the 
© Syſteme of divinity be adopted into the Family of Faith, 

\ ©Tts hard to ſay, that he who would not have men put to death 
© or punithed corporally for ſuch things, for which no human Au- 
£ thority is ſufficient for Cognizance,, or Determination, or com- 
© petent for infliction ; that he perfſwades to an indifferency wheg 
© he refers to another Judicatory, whi-” is competent , ſufficient, 
© infallible, juſt, and highly ſevere---for God alone muſt be Judge of 
< theſe matters,who alone is Mafter of our Souls, and hath the Domi- 
©nion over humane underſtanding—God alone is Judge of erring 
© Perſons. | 

< I earneftly contend, that another mans Opinion ſhall be no Rule 
© to mine, and that my Opinion thall be no Snare and Prejudice to my 
© ſelf z that men uſe one another ſo charitably, thar no error or vio- 
< lence tempt men to Hypocriſie ; this very thing being one of the 
* ArgumentsI uſed to periwade Permiſſions, leſt Compulfion intro- 
* duce Hypocrifie,and make Sincerity tronbleſom, 8c, - 

©From the DiCtates of holy Scriptures ; it is obſervable, that 
© this, with its appendant degrees, I mean, reſtraint of Prophelyiog, - - 
© impoſing upon other mens underſtandings, being Maſters of their. 
© Conſciences, and lording it over their Faith, came in with the re- 
< tinue and train of Antichrift, as other abuſes and corruptions of 
© the Church did, by reaſon of the iniquity of the times,aad the cool- 
© ing of the firſt heats of Chriſt;anity, and the increaſe of intereſt, and 
© the abatements of Chriſtian ſimplicity, when the Churches fortune 
© orew better,and her Sons grew worlſe.and forme of her Fathers worſt 
© of all : For in the firſt three hundred Years there was no lign of per- 
© ſecuting any man for his Opinion, though at that time there wers 
© very horrid Opinions commenced — and they who uſed all means 
© ——Chriſtian and Spiritual, for their diſimprovement and conviRti- 
© on, thought not of uſing corporal force — and therefore 1 do not 
© only urge their not doing it, as an Argument of the unlawfulneſs of 
* ſuch proceeding, but their defying it, and ſpeaking againft ſuch pra- 
© Ctiſes as unreaſonable, and $ftrudive to Chriſtianity, for ſo Tertulli- | 
© na isexprels, Humani jurss & naturalis poteffatis uni cuique quod puta- | 
© werit colere, ſed nec religionis eft cogere religionem que ſuſcipi debet ſponte , 
* 208 Vi: its of humane right and natural power fr every One to Wore 
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* (hip what he thiaks , but neither is it the part of Religion to compel 
© Religion, which ought to be undertaken of ts ow'n accord. | 

©The fame is the Dofrine of Cyprian, Lattaniizs, Hillary, Minuting,. 
© Felix, Sulpitins, Severms, Chriſoftom, Hierom,Auſt;n,Damaſcen, Theophi- 
© lat, Socrates Scholafticws, and Bernard. : | 
_ * All wiſe Princes till they were over-borr. with FaQtion, and ſo- 
© licited by peeviſh perſons, gave Toleration to Giticring Sets —— 
<But at firſt there were ſome heretical perſons, that were ſo impa- 
© tient, they were the mean that firſt iatreated the Emperor to perſe- 
© cute the Catholicks : but till four huadred years after Chrift, no 
* Catholick perſons, or very few, did provoke the ſecular Arm, or 
*implore its aid agzinft the Hereticks, 1ave wy that Arrius behaved 
© himſelf ſo feditiouſly and tumultuarily that the Nicexe Fathers pro- 
*cured a teraporary Decree for his relegation z but it was ſaon taken 
© off, and God leftto be his Judge. | 

© But as the Ages grew worſe, fo men grew more cruel and unchri- 
« ftian; and inthe Greck Church Attica: and Neftorius of Conflantino- 
* ple, Theodocias of Synods, and fome few others, who had forgotten the 
* mercics of their great Maſter,and their own duty, grew implacabla, 
< and farious, and impaticnt of contradiction. | 

© It was a bold and arrogant Speech which Neſtorius made in his. | 
"Sermon before Theodotiue the younger ;, Da mihi, O Emperator, terraxs 
© ab Hereficis repurgatam & ego tibi wiciſſim calum dabe yz diſperde mecum 
© Hereticos, & ego terum diſperdams Perſ&4s ; which is in Engliſh, O 
© Emperor, give to me the Land purged from Hereticks ; and I, in- 
© ſtead thereof, will give thee Heaven : deftroy me the Hereticks, 
© ang I will deſtroy with thee the Perſians: It was as groundlels, as 
* unwarrantable, as it was wag x4 and inhumane. And we ſce the 
© contrary events prove truer; for Theodoftus a1:d Valentinian were pro- 
* ſperous Princes, and have the reputation of great piety ; but they 
© were {o far from doing what Neſtorizs had” ſuggeſted, 'that they re- 
* ftr210ed him from his violence and immanity z and 'Theoadsfims did 
* highly commend 8B. Froclws, for his ſweetneſs of deportment to- 
©wards erring perſons, far above the cruelty of his Predeceſlor 
© Attics, | | 

* And rheexperience which Chriſtendom hath had in this laſt Age, is 
c - mage? 467 ny 

Argument enough, That Tolc ration of differing Opinions 1s ſo 

* far from diſturbing the publick peace, or deſtroying the Intereſt of 
*Princes, and Commonwealths, that it doth advantage the Publick, 
* 1t ſecures the Peace, becauſe there is not ſo much as the Pretence of 
* Religion left to ſuch perſons to contend for, it being already indulged 
* to them, | 

* When France fought againſt the Hugoxots, the fpilling of their owrr 
© Blaod was Arguments enough of the imprudence of that way of 
f a Religion - but ſince ſhe hath given permiſhon to them, 


- The great inſtance is in the diftering Temper, Government, and 
*Suecels which Margeret of Parms, and the Duke of Alva had; the 
« Clemency of the firſt had almoſt extinguiſhed the Flame ; but mY 
* ſhe 


for the ( auſe of Conſcience. 


— 


© (he was removed, D. Alva fucceeded, and mannaged the matter of 


© Religion with Firc and Sword, he made the Flame fo great, that his 
© Religion, and his Prince too, had both been almoſt turned eut of the 
* Countrey ; Pellie meaioſapientians quories vi res agitur, (aid, Ennius, 
* [Wiſdom is driven out, when the matter us atted by force.) 


[© And therefore the beſt of men,and moſt glorious of Princes,were 
* alwaycs ready t0 give Toleration.] 


© Euſebes in his ſecond Book of the life of Conftantine,reports theſe 

* words of the Emperor, Parem cum fidelib us ij qui errant pacs, O quie- 

© tis fruitionem gaudentes acciplant : ipſa fi quidem communication's & ſo- 

© cietaths reſtitutio ad reitam etiam veritats viam perdycere poteſf ; nemo 

© eniquem moleſtis ſit, quiſque quod animo deſtinat hor etiam faciat z Let 

© them which err with joy receive the like fraition of Peace and quietneſs 

* with the Faithful, Ge the reſtoring of communication, and ſociety may 

© bring them into the right way of Ti ruth : Let none give moleftation ts any ; 
© let every one do as he determines in hi mind, 

© And indeed there is great reaſon for Princes to give Toleration to 

© dilagrecing perſons, whoſe Opinions cannot by fair means be aJter- 

' *ed; foriftheperſons be confident, they will ſerve God according to 

- ©their perſwaſions ; and if = be publickly prohibired, they will 

« priv=tely convene, and then all thoſe inconveniences, and miſchiefs, 

© which are Arguments againſt the permiſſion of Conventicles, are 

© Arzaments for the publick permiſſions of differing Religions, &c. 

< —— they being reſtrained, and made miſerable, indears the diſcon- 


* tented perſons mutual, and makes more hearty and dangerous con- 
© federations, 
 *King Femes it his Letters to the States of the United- Provinces, da- 
*ted March 6. 1613. thus wrot——/ta ut prohibeatis Miniſtros veſtros 
© xe £45 diſputationes in ſuggeſium autad plebem ferant,ac diftrifte impertis 
© ut pacem colant ſe in vicers tolerando in ifta opinionnm ac ſententiarnms di. 
© crepantia——S0 that you may forbid your Miniſters, that they bring wt 
© thoſe Diſputations into the Pulpit, or to the People, and ftriitly command, 
© that they embrace peace amonz themſelves,by Tolerating in that difference 
© of Opinions and Fadgments. | 

© The like Counſel in the diviſions of Germery, at the firſt Refor- 
© mation, was thought reaſonable by the Emperor Ferdinand, and 
© his excellent Son Maximilian; for they had obſerved, That Violence 
© did cxaſperate was unbleſt, unſuccesful, and unrealonable; and 
© therefore they made Decrees of Toleration. 

© And the Luke of Sevoy repenting of his War, undertaken for Re- 
< ligion againft the Piedmontans, promiſed them Toleration ; and-was 
© as good as his word —As much is done by the Nobility of Polrnix : 
* ſo that the beſt Princes and the beſt Biſhops gave Toleration and Im- 
© punities ( but it is known, that the fixſt Perſecution of diſagreeing 
© Perſons was by the Arrianvs, by Circwncellians, and Donati, and 


© from them they of the Church took Example, &c.) And among the: 


© Greeks it became a publick and authorized praftiſe, till the queſtion 


© of Images grew hot and high ; for then the Worſhippers of mages, 
having 


——c 


A Chrijtian Plea againſt Ferjecut Ion 


* having taken their example trom the Empreis Jrexe, who pat her 
«© fon's eyes out for making an EdiQ againſt Images,began to be as cru- 
« el, as they weredeceived, eſpecially, being encouraged by the Pope 
© of Rozwe, who then blew the Coales to ſome purpoſe. 

©1I may upon this occaſion give account of this affairin the Church 
© of Rome, it is remarkable thattill the time of Faſtinian the Empe- 
© ror, A.D. 525. the Catholicks and Novatians had Churches 1: differ- 
*ently permitted even in Rome it ſelf, but the Biſhops of Rowe, whoſe 
©1n —_— was much concerned in it, ſpoke much againſt it, and labour- 
© ed the cradication of the Novatiansz and at laft when they gor 
© power into their hands they ſerved them accordingly ; burit is 
© obſerved by Secerates that when the firft perſecution was made a- 
© sainſt them at Rowe by Pops nnecent the firſt, at the ſame inſtant the 
'* Geths invaded Ztalh, and became Lords of all, it being juſt in God, 
c 


© And Thave hcard it obſerved as a blefling upon S. Auftin (who was 
© fo merciful to erring Perſons) as the greateſt part of his life—— to 
5 tolerate them, and never to indure that they ſhould be given over to 
© the ſeculer power to be killed) that the very night the Yazdzls ſer 
< down before his City of Hippo.to beſiege it,he died,and went to God , 
© being taken from the miſeries to come. 

) <Butia the Church of Rome, the Popes were the firſt Preachers of 
© Force and Vio!ence in matters of Opinion, and that ſo zealoully that 
© Pope Yigiws ſuffer'd himſelfto be impriſoned, and handled roughly 
© by the Emperor F«ftizian, rather then he would conſent to the re- 
© ſtitution and peace of certaia diſagreeing perſons, 8&c. 

© The firſt that preached that DoQtri :& was Dominick, the Foun- 
© der of the Begging Order of Friars: The Friars Preachers, in me- 
© mory of which the Inquitiſion is intruſted only to the Fryars of his 
© order, and if there be any foree in Dreams, or truth in Legends, 
© &c, —— This very thing might be ignited by his mothers Dream, 
© who the night before Dominick was born, dreamed ſhe was brought 
© to bed of a huge Dog, with a Fire-brand in his mouth , ſure caough, 
© however his Diſciples expound the Dream, it way a better (ign chat 
© he ſhould prove a Rebid furious incendiary then any thing cle, what 
© ever he might be in the other parts of this life, in this Doctrine he 
© was not much better, as appears1n his deportment towards the Atlz- 
© ences, againſt whom he fo preached —— Adeo quidem ut centum he- 
© reticoruns millia ab oito millibus catholicorum fuſe S znterfeita fuiſſe fre- 
© b;antar, ſaith one of him, and of thoſe who were taken, one hundred 
© andeighty were burned todeath, becaufe th:y would not abjure 
© their oftrine, this was the firſt Example of putting erring Perſons 
© todeath, that find in the Romiſh Church. 
© By this tire I hope it will not be thought unreaſonable to ſay, He 
© that teaches mercy to crring Perſons teaches indifferency in Religion, 
© unleſs ſo many Fathers, and fo many Churches, and the beſt of Em- 
© perors,and all the World (till they were abuſed by Tyranny, Popery 
© and FaQtion) did teach indifferency : Fer ; bo 
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© T have ſhewa that Chriſtianity dsth not puniſh corperally, perſons 
< erring Spiritually, but indeed Popery doth, 

© The Donztifts, and Circumcelians, and Arrians, and Itxciens, they 
© of old did in the middle Ages : the Patrons of Images did,and the Pa - 
$ piſts at this day do, and have done ever ſince they were taught it by 
© cheir St Dominick, : 

© Let all Errors be as much, and as zerlouſly ſuppreſt as may be, but 
©[et it be done by ſuch means as are proper inftruments of their ſup- 
© prefſion,by Preaching and Diiputaicon,by Charity and Sweetneſs,by 
© Holineſs of Life, Aſſiduity of kxhortation, by the Word of Gad, and 
© Prayer. 

R For theſe wayes are moſt natural,moft prudent,moſt peaceable and 
© effeQtual, only let not men be haſty, in calling every difliked Opinion 
© by the name of Hereſie ; and when they have reſolved that they will 
©call ir (o, let them uſe the erriag perſon like a Brother, not beat him 
© like a Dog, or convince him with a Gibbit, or vex him out of his un- 
* derſtanding or perſwaſion. 


This far Fer. Tayler ; theſe Paſſages being truly colleQed out of his 
Epiſtle. where are many more to the (ame purpole, to which the 
Reader is referred for further ſatisfaQtion, if he deſire it : And further 
in his Sixtecath S:Qtion, for the lawlulneſs of Princes giving Toleration 
to ſeveral Religions, he hath theſe Paſſages. Ss \ 

© For it may be ſafe 1n diverſity of perſwaſiogs, and it. is alſo a 
© part of Chriſtian Religion, that the Liberty of mens Conſcica- 
© ces thould be preſerved in all things, where God hath nor ſet a li- 
T mit —— 

©'[hat the Soul of man ſhould'be frae and acknowledge no Maſter 
© but Jeſus Chriſt, 

© That maiters Spiritual ſhould not be reftrataed by puniſkmeats 
© corporal, 

| That the ſame meekne(ſs and Charity ſhould be preſerved inthe 
© promution of Chriftianity, that gave it foundation, and increment, 
© and firmaeſs in its firſt publication, 

© And that Perſons ſhould not more certainly be condemned then 
© their Opinions confuted. 

© And laſtly, That theInfirmities of men, and difficulties of things, 
© ſhould be both put ia ballance, to make abatement ia the diffinitive 
© ſentence 2gainft mens perſons. 

* As Chriſtian Priaces muſt look tothe intereft of their Goverment; 
© {o eſpecially muſt they conſider the intereſts of Chriſtianity, and not 
© call every redargution,or modeſty, diſcovery of an cſtabliſhed Error, 
© by the namie of thedifturbance of the Peace , For, 

©Itis very likely that the peeviſhneſs, and impatience of contra- 
© dittion in x & Governors may break the peace, 


©Let ther but remember the Gentleneſs of Chriſtianity ; the 
© Liberty of Conſciences which ought to be preſerved ; and let them 
* do juſtice to the perſons, whoever they are that areJpeeviſn ; provided 
no mans perſonbe over-bora with prejudice : For, 


(4) | <If 
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*If it be neceſſary for all men to ſubſcribe te the preſent eſtabliſh” 
© ed Religion; by the ſame reaſon, at another time.a man may Lc bound 
© to ſubſcribe te the contraditory,and ſo to all Religions in theW orlg. 
* Uncharitableneſs is much prevented when no perlon is en cither 
* ſide engaged upon revenge, or troubled with diſgrace, or vexcd 
* with puniſhmeats, by any dzcretory ſeoteace againſt him : It w as 
* the ſaying of a wiſe States-man, (I mean Thuaww:) Hearevici qui pace 
© data faltionibus ſcinduntar, perſecutione uniuntnr contra, Remp.—— If 
© yow perſecute Hereficks, or Diſcrepants, they unite _—_— 4s 108 
© commen defence y if you permit thew, they divide themſelves upon pri- 


* vate intereſt, aud the rather if this intereſt was au ingredient of the Opi- 
= . 
F100, 
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_—_—_— — —— 


SECT. VII. 


Inſtan es 9ut of divers Authors treating on the ſame Subject, 
Collefted by W. C. deceaſed. 


Hriſofcmme (aid, It is not the manner of the Children of God 
to Perſecute others to death about their Religion ; bur it hath 
* becn, andis thei ition to be put to death themſelves for the 
© Teſtimony of thE Truth, Moreover, (ſaid he) the ſhedding of 
© Plood about Religion, is an evident token of Antichriſt, Relig, Uri/. 
a2. 192, 
. ” ke ſaid, That the beſt Writers of that time did agrec in one 
© opinion, and with Tert»liavo, Le#antis, Caſſidoro, nnd Folephus, Bc. 
© ThatPeople muft inform men to imbrace Religion with Reaſon, and 
* not compel them by violence. 
© L have for long ſeaſon determined, ſaid enc of the Kings of Fraxce, 
© to reform the Church,which without Peace (ſaid he) I cagnot do,and 
* it is impoſſible to reform, or convert people by violence, 
©lamKing «« 4 pw wap. ſaid ke)and will not ſhed the Blood of my 
© Sheep; but will r them through the mildneſs and goodnels of 
a King, and not through the power of Tyranny : And I will give 
* them that arc of the reformed Religion right Liberty to live and 
< dwell free, without being examined, perplexed, molcſted, or com- 
* pelled to any thing contrary to their Coniciences , for they ſhall have 
* the free exerciſe of their Religion, &c, wide Chron, Yavde Underg 2. 
© acel. page 1514. 

Luther ſaid, © That the Hypocrites Church was to be known b 
*1ts Mangers, whoſe Image and Sign was E/as,yet the boaſted of God, 
© 22d would be accounted his Church, but lived wholly according ww 
* the World, Further (ſaid ke} the true Church is not defended by a 
* Flethly Arm, which wicked Biſhops eſpecially uſe, and cry unto, 
* The ſas. pag. 622. | 

Calvin (11d, * That the Apoftle gave to underſtand, that to exer- 
*ciſe authority over ones Faith, was io no wiſe juſt, nor tolerable - 


- * (yea, 


= 
—_ _ 


kc 
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© (yea, ſaid he) It is Tyranny in the Church ; for FAIT H ought to | 


© be free from all Subjection of men, 

When ſeveral of che Prieſts in the low Countries requeſted of the 
Prince and States, that they would introduce Ordinances and Diſci« 
pline, according torheir Opinions z but the Prince, and the States, 
rejeCted their requeſts, efſteeming them prejudicial both to Religion 
and Pollicy ; when they obſerved the diveris Opinions that were a- 
mong the People, concluding, 12 was the beſt way to perſerve irnity a« 
 mung the People, to give Liberty to all, andto Compel none, Anno 1608, 

Edvict. Fol, 27. | | 

Arezeus affirmed, © That all forcing of Conſcience, though it was 
© but a forbiding of the Exerciſe, which is efteemed by one or ano- 
© ther, to te neceſſary to Salvation, is in no wiſe right nor fitting ze 
4 affiraed, *That through diverſities of Religions the Kingdom 
© ſhould not be brought into agy diſturbance. 

The Anrient Reformed Proteſtants termed that forcingof Con- 
ſcience, when they were conſtrained to leave off the exerciſe of their 
Religion, laying, * Car 10045 privant ae acftre Religion 01 #0#5 tiemdroil 
© ew une continnele mors corporelle & ſpirituelle 'that 1s) For to deprive 
us of our Religion, is to keep us in a perperual corporal and {piritual 
death; adding thereunto, * How that they would rather be pur to 
« death thea be bercaved of the exerciſe of their Religion, &c. And 
© alſo they reftified, how that the Religion which was defended with 
© Cruelty, was nut grounded upon the Word of God. 

La'tawim (2id, *If you will with blood, witkevil, and wich tor- 
© ments, defend the Workhip, it ſhall not thereby be defended but pol- 
© luted, Lib.5. Chap. 20. 

_ Conftantius the Emperor ſaid, © That it was ennugh that he per- 
c ſerved the unity of the F AI TH, that he might becexcuſabl- before 
© che Judgment Seat of God ; and that he would lcave every one to 
© his own underſtanding, according to the account he will give be= 
© fore the Judgment Seat of Chriſt : Hereto may we ſtir up People 
© (ſaid he) not compel them, beſeech them tocome into the iiwity of 
© the Chriſtians, but todo VIOLE NC BEtothem,we will got in 
©no wiſe. Sabaff. Frank. Crop. Fol, 127. 

Aug iſtinas (aid, * Some difturbed the Peace of the Church, while 
©they went about to root out the TARES before the time , and 
*throigh this Error of Blindneſs (ſaid he) arc they th:m(clves icpa- 
© rated, ſo much the more from being united unto Chriit, 

Retnaldus teſtificd,* That he who with Impriſ-ning and Perſecuting 
© ſceketh te ſpread the Goſpel, and greaſech his Haids with Blood, 
© ſhall much rather be looked upon for a wild Hunter, then a Preach» 
© er, or a Defender of the Chriſtian Religion, 

The State of Holland teftified, Dat waer wervolvinohes Zijndatter 
© daey alinroere # ,naer waer geen en fijder ver 'che1jden Re igion dat dere 
© alle ſaelren ſtilder fijn ſo velt in onſe tjden is (econ den: that is, Where 


© there was Perſecution, there was all in diſtraQtion, bur where theres 


© was Rone(though there were ſeveral Religions;there all things "— 
t 
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© thequicter, as hath been evident ia our dayes, ſaia they, Vide Urede 
© Haniel Van. Col. Fol. 53, 
_ Calvis ſaid, © That thoſe that are ſet over us muſt be obeyed, if 
© that the Command of God be not thereby diſobeyed ; but if they 
©lexd us from obedience to God, and preſumptiouſly ſtrive agaiaſt 
©the Lord,then muſt they not be regarded,ſaid h-, to the end that Ged 
© with kis Authority may retain the preheminence, 


A Book written in French, by N. M. Anno 1576. hath this 


Sentence in it. 


© Thoſe Princes that have ruled by Gentleneſs and Clemency, ad- 
© ded to juſtice z and have exerciſed Moderation and Meeknels to- 
*wards their SubjeAs, alwaycs greatly Proſpercd, and Reigned 
© Jong, 

© But on the contrary, thoſe Princes that bave been Cruel, Unjuſt, 
* Perfidious, and Oppreſſors of their SubjeAs, have ſoon fallen, they 
© and their Effate into danger, or total ruin. 

Veritus ſaid, *Sceing Chriſt is2L A MB, whom =_ profeſs to be 
< your Head and Captain, then it behoveth you to be Sheep, and to 
© uſe the (age W E A P ONS, which he made uſe of, for he will aot 
© be a Shepherd of Wolves, and wild Beaſts, but only of SHEEP; 
© whereforeif you loſe the Nature of Sheep (aid be) and be changed 
< into Wolves,and wild Beafts, and uſe flefhly Weapons, then will you 
© exclude your ſclves out of his Calling; and forſaks his Banner, and 
© then will he not be your Captain. | 

Stephanws King of Polaxd (aid,* It belongeth not to me to reform the 
© Conſcience, I have alwayes gladly given that over to God, which 
© belongeth to him, and ſo ſhall Ido now; and allo for the future, 
©I will (uffer the WEEDS to grew untill the time of Harveſt ; 
*for I kgow that the number of Believers are but ſmall, thercfore, 
© ſaid he, when ſome were proceeding in perſecution, © Ego ſum Rex 
© Pepulorum now Conſcientiarum,that is, Iam the King of the Pcople,not 
of vheir Conſciences : he alſo affirmed, © That Religion was not 
*to be planted with FIRE and SWORD, Chrox. Yeu. de Rel, 
TUrijh. 2. deel, © | | 

Tidal (aid, * The New Teſtament of Chriſt ſuffered no Law of 
* Compelliag, but alone of Perſwading and Exhorting, Fex. 4s and 

AMos. page 1338. 
The Princs of Orange teſtified, Anno 1579. © That it was impoſſible 


- *©rhbat the Land ſhould be kept in Peace except there was a free Te- 


*leration in the Exerciſe of Religion, | 

_ © Where haſt thou ever reas in thy dayes (ſaid 4ſe»mo) in the Writ- 
* ings of rhe Apoſtles, that Chrift or the Apoſtles cycr crycd out to 
*the Mzgiſtrates, for their Power, againſt them that would nct hear 
*their DoQrige, not obey their Worgs ? 1 know certainly, (2id he, 
F that where the Magiſtrate ſhall Baniſh with the SW ORD, _—_ 


b 
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© not the right Knowledge, ſpiritual Word, nor Church of Chriſt, 
«© It is /nvocare Brachium Seculare, 

«It is not Chriſtian like, but Tyrannical, ſaid D. Philipſon,to Banith 
© and Perſecute People about FAITH and Religion, and they that 
© ſo do are certainly ofthe Phariſairal Generation, who reſiſted the 
© Holy Ghoſt. X 

Eraſmus ſaid, © That though they take our Moneys and Goeds, 
© they Cannot therefore hurt our Salvation they afflift us much with 
© Priſons,but they do not thereby ſeparate us from God, 1» de Krijdges 
< wrede, Fol. 63. 

Luceratts A © He that commandeth any thing, wherewith he 
© biadeth the Conſcience, this1s an Antichriſt, 1»de Bexuſe diſp, Fol. 
Th 
| 't was Lather's Opinion, © That thoſe that ftirred up the Princes 
© to perſecure abour Religion, they railed the Uproar, Theſaur. pag. 
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SECT. VIIL 


Several Reaſons rendred, why no outward Force, nor Impoſi- 
tion, 02ht tobe uſed in Matters of Faith and Re- 
livion, by R.H. S. F. andF. H. 


IBERTY of CONSCIENCE ought to beallowed in the 

dayes of the Goſpel,in the free Exercile of it to God-ward(with- 

out Compulſian) in all things relating to His Worllip, for theſe 
REASONS following. 


1, Becauſc the General and Univerſal Royal-Law of Chrift com- 
mands it, Matthew 7.12. Allthings whatſoever ye woyld that men ſboul 4 
do to,you, do ye even ſo to them : for this is the Law and Prophets ——— 
That which every maa would have, and receive from another, he 
ought by Chriſts RUL E to give and allow itto another. Bur every 
man is willing to have the LIBERTY of his OWN CON- 
SCIENCE, therefore oughtto ALLOW it to another. 

2. Becauſe no man can perſwade the Conſcience of another, either 


what God is,or how he {hould be worſhipped,but by the Spirit, which ' 


God hath given to inftru& man in the Ways of Truth, 

3- Becaufe, all Obedience or Servicethat is obtained by force, is 
for fear of Wrath, and not from Love,aor for Conſcience ſake; and 
therefore will but continue ſolong as that fear or force abides upon 
them. 

4. Becauſe, that by forcing, no man can make a Hypocrite to be 
atruc Believer ; but on the contrary, many may be made Hyps- 
crites. | ; 

5. Becauſe, that in all forced Impoſitions upon mens Conſciences, 

(s) thers 
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there is ſorgething of the wrath of man exeraſed, which works not the 
Kigkonoutnclh of God, but ratker begets enmity in the heart one to- 
wards another. . IF | 

6. Becauſe, that by forcing any thing upon mens Conſciences, as 
to matters of Faith and Worſhip, many are bardened in their hearts 
againſt the things impoſed z when as otherwiſe, through Love and 
gcatlo-Jaſtruftions their hearts might be periwaded to willing obe- 
dience.. 

7., Becauſe, that Perſecution for Conleience contradifteth Chrifts 
Charge, Matthew 13; who bids that the Tares (or falſe Worſhip- 
pers)be ſuffered to grow together in the Field (or World)till che Har- 
veſt (or End of the World.) 


E? 8. Becauſe, Force is contrary to the end for which it is pretended 
t 


0 be uſed (viz.) Thepreſervation and ſafety of the Wheat, which 
Endisnot anſwered by Perſecution, becauſe the W heat is in danger 
to be plucked up thereby, as Chrift ſaith. | 

9. Becauſc to Force is inconfiſtant with the belicf of the Jews Con- 
verſion (and other falſe W orſhippers) which is prayed for by the pub: 
lick Teachers, and cannot be attained, if Perſecuticfa fr Con'icience 
be proſecuted. | - 

10, Beczuſe they that impoſe upon mens Conſciences, exerciſe Do- 
minioa over mens Faith, which the Apoſtles denied, ſaying, They hed 
net Dominion over 4ny mans Faith. 

1:. Becauſe, Impoſition upen mens Conſciences neceſſitates them 
to fin, in yielding a Conformity contrary to their ownFaith ; for 


whatſoever is not of a mans own Faith, 1s ſin, 


12. Becauſe, that Impoſition and Force wreſtles with fleſh and 
blood,and carnal Weapons, which are contrary to the Apoſtles Do- 
Qrine;who laid, Our Weapons are mt Carnal, but Spiritual,and Hichty 
tbrough God ; and we oreflle wot with Fleſb,and Blood. 

12. Becauſe,there is but Oxe Fudze, Law giver.and King in and over 
the Conſeience,as the Saints have teftified in the Scriptures of Truth ; 
and whoſoever would intrude, fo 8s tobe Judge and Lawgiver over 
the Conſcience, intreacbeth upon the Perogauve of Chrift, 1/2. 33. 
22. James 4. 12. | | 

14. Becauſe, it is propheſied in 1/a. x1, The wolf ſhalt dwell with the 
Lamb, and the Leopard [ball lie down with the Kid, end there ſhall be no De- 
ftroger in all the Holy Mountain : And therefore no Impofition. upon 
mens Conſciences. 

x5. Becauſe, to impoſe upon mens Conſciences fcr differences in 
Faith, is contrary to the Advice of the Apoſtle, who dirctts People 
#9 wait wpon God to be ſatisfied, and not ro rhe Magiſtrates, or others 
to be forced ; who faith, whereunto we have attained, let wwalk ; and 
mania any man is otherwiſe minded God ſhall reveal, even that unto 

1. 
_ * 26. Becauſe, 40 force mens Conſciences, and tolay Yoaks upon 
them, is to make void the Blood{hed and Sufferings of Chriſt, who 
fits upon the Throne of the, Conſcience, and gives liberty there ; 


and Commands us to ſtand: faſt in that liberty, and not ro be ea- 


tangled 


—_— - 


ot 
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rangled through tho Impoſitions of.men, or Yoke of bandage, 6alar. 
5, 6G. | 

17. Becauſe, in all Nations the different Prefefhions and Perſwaſi- 
ons of Religion, are either Friends.or: Enemies tothe Governors ; if 
Friends thenobliged by that bond ; if Enemies then Chriſt's Com- 
mand is to take place, who faith, Love your Enemies; which if obſer- 
ved, Perſecution for Conlcience will-be avoided; 

18, Becauſe Toleration of different Perfwaſions in Religion was al- 
lowed in the Fewiſb State,as not inconſiftant with their Satety,and that 
in things contrary each toother, as the Sadauces, Phariſees, Eſeans, 
Heroaians, with others. 


19. Becauſe, the true Religion cannot be preached up by force of 


ARMES, and the primitive Chriſtians detefted that Form of Pro- 
ceedings. | 

20. Becauſe, no man hath ſuch pawer (by outward compulſion ) 
over the Souls and Conſciences of other men, as tolay a neceſſity on 
them to believe that which they do mot believe, or not to believe 
what they do b-lieve z true Faith being rhe Gift of God, 

21, Bccauſe, If the Magiſtrate impolcth upon the Cenſcience, he 
muſt either do it as a Magiſtrate, or as a Chriſtian, Not as a Ma- 
giſtcate, for then Heathens (being Magiſtrates) have the ſame power 
to impoſe, and ſo, by Revolutions, and Conqueſts,may come to give 
Laws to Chriſtians, and icompel them to Idoletry. 2. Not as Chrifti- 
ans, for that contradis Chriſt's ſaying, The Kings of the Gentiles 
—_— Lordſbip over them, but it ſba!l wot be ſo among you, for all ye are 
Brethren. | 

22, Becauſe by the ſame Rule and Reaſon that the Magiſtrates 
of one Nation ought toimpoſe upon, and periecuts for Conſcience, 
the Magiſtrates in all other Nations ought to dothe ſame, and ſo 
the greateſt part of Mankindjmay come to be deſtroyed, there be- 
ing more that Ditcnt, tbea are at Unity in Metters of Faith and Re- 
lIigion, "4 BY. & 2 
23. Becauſe the ſtrength of Truth, 4nd its Conqueſt over Falfity 
aad Deceit is beſt diſcovered by letting both have their Liberty, from 
outward Compullion z For no doubt, hid outward Force been leſs 
uſed, the prevalency of Truth had been more manifeft,and that wiſc 
Saying, truly expericaced ia the World, vis. That which is of God will 
ſtand, and that which is wot will come to nothing. ; | 

24. Bccaule. the Diſciples of Chriſt are rebuked by him for deſir- 
1ng the DeſtruRion of thoſe that were contrary to tum, and would 
aut receive Him ; which zeal is ſharply reproved in his Saying, They 
ku:w not what Spirit they were of. #2 ond” 

35. Becauſe, to impoſe upon mens Conſciences, apd todeftroy 
their Perſons for difference in Religion, is contrary to the end of 
Chriſt's coming, who, ſaith, He came not to Deftroy mens Lives but to 
ſave them, f : 
| 26, Becauſe, People of divers Religions in one Nation, if not to- 
{crated, muſt ſome of them be deſtroyed or removed, by baniſh- 
mept ? Ifdeſtroyed, the Conſtancy and Patience of the Sufferers "= 
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their Faith, moving Pity and Commiſeration, makes men more rea- 
dy toown, then to reje& their Faith z and (ſo rather multiplies, then 
leſſens the number of its Profeſſors ; 1f baniſhed, this readers the Ba- 
niſhed 2s ſo many Enemies abroad, ready upon all occaſions to difturb 
the Peace and Tranquillity of their own native Country. There is 
therefore in order to the outward welfare of all Nations, a kind of 
neceſſity for a Toleration in them of all Religions. 

27: Becauſe, to impele upon mens Conſciences begets a hatred 
againſt the Impoſers in thoſe whoare impoſed upon,and forced there- 
by. to violate their Conſciences towards God,in matters of Worthip, 

23. Becauſe, men are commanded to be ſubjelt to the Powers that 
are,tor Conſcienceſake,and therefore ſuch Powers ought not to per- 
ſecute men for Conſcience ſake, being that is preſcribed for the Rule 
of Obedience,the Scriptures ſaying, Be ye ſubject not only for Wrath, but 
for Conſcience ſake, 


—_——— —— ——_—__—__ — 
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SECT. IX. 


Scroeral Sayings callefied from the Sperches, and Writings of 
King Charles the Firſt. 


Nd we findaſſerted by King Charles the Frſt,ia his Book known 
by the Nameof EIKS2N BAZIATIKH, asfolloweth. 

Pag. 67. Inhis Prayer to God, he ſaid, Thou ſeeft how much 
Cruelty among Chriſtians is a&ed, under the coleur of Religi- 
on; as if we could not be Chriſtians, unleſs we crucific one ano- 
ther. | : 

Peg. 28. Make them at length ſeriouſly to conſider, that nothing 
wiolext and injurioxs can be religious.® ic 

PE 70. Nor is it ſo proper to hew out religious Reformations by 
the Swerd, as as yn them by fair and equal Diſputations, among 
thoſe that are molt cogcerned in the Differences, whom, aot Force, 
but Reaſon ought toconvince. 

Sure in Matters of Religion, thoſe Truths gain moſt upon mens 
Judgments and Conſciences, which are leaſt urg'd with Secular Yio- 
lence, which weakens Truth with Perjudices. 

Pag: 1 15. It being an Office, not only of Humanity, rather to uſe 
2 then Force, but alſo of Chriſtianity to ſeek Peace, and en- 

ue It. 
P82. 91, 92, In point of true conſcientious tenderneſs, I have 
. often declared, how little I defire my Laws and Scepter thould in- 
trenchon God's Soveraignty, which is the only King of mens Coalſci- 
ENCES. 

Paz. 123. Nordol defire any man ſhould be further ſabje& unte 

all ofus may be ſubs unto God. 
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Concernms Oaths. 


P. 76. The injoyning of Oaths, upon People, muſt needs in things 
doub:ful be Dangerous, as in things unlawful Damaable. | 


| Some words of Advice from CHARLES the Firſt,- to the 
then Prince of Wales, now King of England, ec. 


P17. 165. My Counſel and Charge to you is, That you ſeriouſly 
conſider the former real or objeCted Miſcariages, which might occaſi- 
on my Troubles, that you may avoid them, &c. 

Beware of Exaſperating any FaCtions, by the Croſneſs and Aſpe- 
rity of ſome mens Paſhons, Humors, and private Opinions, 1m- 
ployed by you, grounded only upon differences in lefler matters, 
Which are but the Skirts and Subburbs of Religien, wherein a Cha- 
Titable Connivance, and Chriftian Toleration often Difſipates their 
ſtrength, when rougher Oppaſition Fortihes, and puts the deſpiſed 
and oppreſled party into ſuch Combinations,as may moſt enable them 
toget a full revenge on thoſe they count their Per{ecutors, who are 
commonly affifted by that vulgar commiſſeration, which attends all 
That arc ſaid to ſufter under thenotion of Religion. 

Paz. 166. Take heed that outward Circumſtances and Formali- 
tics of Relizton devour not all. 

Paz. 164. Your Prerogative is beſt ſhewed and exerciſed in re- 


mitring, rather then exacting the rigour of the Laws, there beiag no-' 


thing worle then Legal Tyranny, 


To the/e Sayinss we add more, as Colleted out of the ſame Book 
| 12 Duodecimo. 


N his Prayer, Pag. 1. O never ſuffer me for any realon of State 
to go againſt the Reaſon ef Conſcience, which is highly to 
hght againſt thee.the God of Reaſon, and Judge of our Conſcicaces., 
Pa2e 121, Break ia ſuuder, Oh Lord, all violent Confederetions to 
do wickedly and injurioully, 

_ Pag. 136. Thou, Ob Lord,ſhalt deſtroy them that ſpeak Lyes ; the 
Lord will abhor borh the Blood thirſty and Deceitful men. | 
 #, 164. &hurch Aﬀeairs ſhould be mannaged neither with Tyrag- 
ny, Parity, nor Popularity -— neither people eppreſled. 11 
_ P.168. Hedechares his willingneſs for fair ſatisfaction unto all,and 
againſt Covetouſneſs,and Superſtition, | heh 

Pap. 171. Oh thou that art the God of Reaſon and Peace, fofren 
our hearts ——- and perſwade us to accept of Peace with thy ſelf, 
-and both to ſecure and preſerve Peace among our ſelyes as men and 
Chriftians-----Condemn us not to our paſſions, which are deſtructive 
bath of our (elves and others; Clear up our Underitandings to ſee thy 
Truch,both in Reaſon.as men, and ia Religion as Chriſti4xx, | 
" Paze 189, Stir up all partics Pious Ambitions to avexcome cagh 
I | © | | other 


v 
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other with Reaſon, Moderation, and ſuch Self-denial as becomes, &c, 
P. 200, O thou Syoveraign of our Souls, the only Commander of 
our Conſciences. 


And further , in bis Adrvice to the Prince of Wales now 
KING, ec. 


P47. 234. The beſt Government and higheſt Soveraignity you can 
attain unto, is, To be ſubject to God, that the Scepter of his Word, 
and Spirit may rule in your heart. 

P; 239. He pleads for better Arguments for Convincement, then 
Tumults, Armies, and Priſons. 

Peg. 241: Alwayes keep up {ollid Piety, and thoſe Fundamental 
Truths, which mend both hearts and lives of men with impartial Fa- 
your and Juſtice. 

Pag. 242. My Charge and Counſel to you is, that as you need no 
pulliations for any defaga, fo that you ſtuddy really to exceed in true 
and conftant Demonſtrations of Goodneſs, Piety and Yertue (towards 
the-people) even all theſe men rhat make the greateſt noiſe agd oſten- 
cations of Religion,ſo you ſhall neither fear any detection, (as they do 
who have but the Mask of Goodneſs) nor ſhall you fruftrate the juſt 
Expectations of your people. | 

Pag. 2.43. Uſe all Prineely Arts and Clemency to heal the Wounds, 
that the Smart of rhe Cure may not equal the Anguitſh of the hurt. 

Pap. 244. As your quality ſets you beyond any Duel with any 
Subject, ſo the noblenels of your mind muſt raiſe you above the 
meditating any revenge, or executing your Anger upon the many. 

Paz. 248. Keep youto true Principles of Piety, Vertue, and Hon- 
our ; you ſhall never want a Kingdom. 

In his Meditations on his Death , p. 346. Ir is indeed a (ad fate for 
any man to have his Enemies to be Accuſer, Parties and Judge. 


— mat. a ——— — 


SECT. X. 
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Several Promiſes and Deciarations for the Liberty of tender (Con- 
ſciences, taken out of the Speeches of King Charles the Second. 


N the Kings Letter from Bredah, that was ſent to the Houſe of 
Peers, and read inthe Houle, Aay the firſt. 1660, and which 
Letter was ordered by the Lords in Parliament afſembled, that it 
ſhould be forthwith printed and publiſhed for the ſervice of the 
Houſe,and fatisfaftion of the Kingdoms y it is fatd in the Book of Col- 
lections of the Kings Speeches, Page 8, and 9. Andbecauſe the prſſion 
and uncharitableneſs of the times have produced ſeveral Opinions in Reli- 
gien,by which men are engaged in Parties and Animoſities againſt each other, 
which whey they ſhall hereafter unite in a freedom of Converſation, will be 
compoſea,or better underſtood.we ds declare « liberty to tender Con _— 
4 


for the ( auſe of Conſcience 23 
and that no man ſball be diſquieted or called in queſtion for differences in 
Opinion in martcrs of Religion, which do net diſturb the Peace of the King- 
dons, and that we ſhall be ready to conſent to ſuch an Att of Parliament, as 
upon Mature deliveration, ſhall be o fired to ws. for the full granting that 
Indulgence. 

Andin the Kings Declaration, concerning Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, 
which was dated Octcber the 25th, 1660. its ſaid, na word we do 
again renew what we have formerly ſaid in our Declaration from Bredah, 
for the liberty of tender Conſtiences, That no man ſhall be diſquieted, or 
called in queſtion for differences of Opinion in matters of Religion, which do 
not diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom ;, and if any have been diſturbed in 
that kind, fince our arival here, it hath not proceeded from any direction of 
ours. And it is ſaid, we ao inthe firſt place declare, Our Purpoſe and Re- 
ſelution is, aniſhall be, to promote the Power of Godlineſs, and to encourage 
the Exercije if Religion, both in publique ana private, And in the ſame 
Declaration it is (a1d,Our preſent Conſideration & work is, To gratifie the 
private Conſciences of thoſe whoare grieved with the uſe of ſome Ceremo- 
nies, by indulzins to, and diſpenſing with the omitting theſe Ceremonies. 

Ia the Kings Speech to both houſes of Parliament, the 8th of July, 
1661, It is to put my ſelf in mind, as well as you, That I ſo often (1 think ſo 
often 4s Icome to you) mention to you my Declaration from Bredah 5; And 
let me put you in mind of another Declaration,publiſhed by your ſelves about 
the (ame timegand which 1 am perſwaded made mine the more effettual ; An 
Honeſt,Generou ,and Chriſtian Declaration, ſigned by the moſt eminent Per- 
ſons who had been the meſt eminent Sufferers;in which you renounced all for- 
mer Animifities.c* memory of former Unkindneſſes.And my Lords & Gen- 
 #l-men let it be in no mans} ower to charge me,or yow, with the breach of our 

words er Promiſes, which can ntver be 4 cood Ingredient to our future ſe- 
cur:ty, 
Andin the Chancellors Speech to both Houſes, May 8. 1661. It is 
ſaid, He told you, but now(meaming the King)that hervalued himſelf much, 
* upon keeping his word,npon performing all that he promiſeth to hus People. 

And allo in the Kings diſcourſe with Richard Hubberthorn, ſoon af- 
ter he arrived in Ezz/and, he ſaid, Well, of this you may be aſſured, That 
you ſhi'l none of you ſuffer for your Opinions or Religion, ſo long as you live 
peaceebly,and yiu have theWord of a Kins for it ;and Talſo have given forth + 
a Declaration te the ſame purpoſe,That none ſhall Wrong you,or Abuſe you. 

And further in the Kings Declaration, dated December 26. 1662. 
wherein hedeclarcs, firſt, his wonderful Reſtoration without the leaft 
blood -thed by the Military Sword. 

And he expreſſerh his Clemency, or the Clemency of his Nature. 

And he vindicates hinſelf from divers ſuggeſtions, of diſaficcted 
Perlons, particularly trom that, of intending to ſubject Perſons and 
Eſtates to revenge or ſpoil, &c. and from intending to introduce a Ad- 
litery or Arbitrary way of Government. 

Alſo he expreſſes theſe words, as a malicins Scandal,viz. That having 

£ made uſe of ſuch ſolemn Promiſes from zredah,and in ſeveral Decla- 

$ rations ſince,of eaſe and liberty to tender Conſciences,inſtead of per- 

forming any part of them,we have added ftreighter Fetters then oor 
| nd 


? 
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And fi richer adds, wiz. We ficd it as artificially, as. malicioully 
<rivulged throughout the whols Kingdom, that at the ſame time we 
<Jeny a fitting Laberty to thole other Sefts of our Subjefts, v hoſe 
©Conlciences will not allow them to conform to the Religion eſta- 
* bliſhed, we are highly indulgent to Papiſts, even to ſuch a degree of 


; » <Cconntenance-as may even. endanger the Proteſtants Religion. 


Theſe, and\{uch like, 19 the {aid Declaration are related as venom- 
ous 1rſirmuations, moſt falſe and malicious Scandals, wicked and mali- 
cious Suggeltions,and the Fomenters of them, as the moft dangerous 
Eriemies of his Crown and of the Peace & Happ neſs of the Nation. 
*: And theſe words are further added, (viz.)* It having been always 
© x conſtant profeſſion of ours, That we do, and ſhall ever think our 
« royal dignity and greatneſs much more happily and ſecurely foun- 
© Jed on our own Clemency, and our Subjects Loves, then in theix 
© Fears and our Power, E 

*Togive our People a Teſtimony of our founding all our ſecuri- 
<ty, rather in their afteQions, then in any Military Power ; the ſole 
© ftrength and ſecurity, we ſhall ever confide in, ſhall be the hearts 
© and affeQtions' of;;our SubjeQts, indeared and confirmed to us by-our 
© Gratious and SteadY:manner ofGoverament, according to the anti- 
<ent known Laws of the Land, there being not any one of our Sub- 
< jets, who doth more from his heart abhor (then we our ſelves) all 
< ſorts of Military and Arbitrary Rule. | 

© As concerning the non-performance of our Promiſes; we re- 

< member well the very words. of thoſe from Bredah, (viz.) We do 
< declare a liberty to tender. Conſciences, and that no man ſhall be 
© ditquiered, or called i&queſtion fur difterences of Opinion in mat- 
© ters 'of Religion, which do nor diſturb-the Peace of the Kingdom; 
© and that we ſhall be ready to conſent to ſuch an At of Parliament, 
© as-ypoa Matire deliberation ſhall be offexed to us,for the full grant- 
<ing that Indujgence. We remember well the Confirmations, we 
* have m2d: of them ſince upon ſeveral occaſions in Parliament z and 
© as all theie things are ſtil] freſh in our memory, ſo are we ſtill firm; 
< inthe Reſolution of performing them ro the full, 

*We do conceive our ſclves:{o far engaged, both in honour, and 
<jn what we oweto the Peace of our Dominions, which we profely 
< we can never think ſecure, whilſt there ſhall be a colour left to the 
* difaffe&ted, to inflame the minds of ſo many Multitudes, upon the 
* ſcores of Conſciences.with diſpair ofever obtaining any cect of our 
* Promiſes for their caſe. 

© Such an A, as in purſuance of our promiſes the wildom of our Par- 
*./Jiawent (hall think fit to offer unto us. for the eals of zepder Conſci- 
< ences, © « 4 

*We profeſs it would be grievors unto ws to confent,to the putting a- 
ny of our Subjetts to death for their Opinions in matter of Religion only. 
© Qur expreſling according to Chriſtian Charity Qur diſlike of 
5 Blood-ſhed for Religion only, 

<Our Parliament is an Aſſembly ſo eminent in their Loyalty and 
their Zeal, for the'Pcace ant Proſperity of our Kingdoms »— Cay 
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ance of all our Premiies, and 
*tothe effecting all th tions, which God knows 
© our heart is full of, for theRL ENKY, PROSPERITY, 
£and UNIVERSAL SAYISFACTION of the NA- 
T I ON. N 

* Wethink to give them the moſt important Marks of ous cafe * 
« Firſt, In puniſhing by ſevere Laws that Licentioulneſs and Impiety,, 
© which we find to our Ygat grief, bath over) Rey Nation, 

* And laſtly lo to cm Wegood conſequence to the ad- 
© yancement of trade, that all ov SubjeCts finding the advantage ---- 
* in that Prime foundation of plenty, they may all; with minds hap- 
© pily compoſed by our clemency and indulgence\nſtead of taking 
© up thoughts of deſerting their profeſſions) apply themſelves com- 
«© fortably, and with redoubled induſtry to their ſeveral vocations, 
Ge 


©no wayes be doubredi 
® 


Cc, 

Alſo in the Votes and Advice ofthe Houſe of Commons, Febr, 5. 
1662. Upon reading the Kings, Declaration and Speech, qge theſe 
words, (viz.) * And our hearts are further enlarged in rbeſeYeturns 
* of Thanks-giving when we conſider your Majefties moſt Princel 
* and Heroick profeſſions of relying upon the effeQions of your 
© People, AND ABHORING ALL SORTS OF MILI- 
*TARY AND ARBITRARY RULE, ec, 

And in the Kings Declaration, March 15th 1671. 2ag. 4. But it be- 
ing Evident bythe ſad Experience of twelve years thay there is very little 
fruit of all thoſe forceable courſes, mY 

And in Pag. 8, Its ſaid, we do in the next place declare our will and 
pleaſure to be, that the Execution of all, and all manner of penal 
Laws in raatters Eccleſiaſtical, againſt whatſoever ſort of Non-con- 
formiſts or Recuſants, be immediately ſuſpended, and they are here; 
by ſuſpended, &c. 
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